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TELE COMING OUT OF THE ETHER 





Top 10 Radio Shows in TV Homes 


Amount and popularity of competitive TV offerings have a 


direct effect on radio program ratings in TV homes. 


of the evening programs making 
May radio report also made 
homes. 


RADIO 

HOMES 
Lion: TOGO 6.5 650 8: 25.3 
Jack Benny.. oe 24.7 
Walter Winchell. : ..20.3 
Break the Bank........19.3 
VOG  cison cs ccéas ape 
Kraft Music Hall.......18.3 
Fitch Bandwagon....... 17.3 
Sealtest Village........17.0 
Charlie McCarthy...... 16.3 


Godfrey’s Talent Scouts 16.3 


Only four 
the “Top Ten” list in the Pulse 


the list for radio programs in TV 


TV 
HOMES 
Tsk TROOtre «s,s cae oe 11.0 
BMG Og. so Hak bos-crs 11.0 
po I eee rerrerr 10.0 


Truth or Consequences. .10.0 
Walter Winchell........ 9.0 
Screen Guild........... 9.0 
ae or Riley........... 8.0 
My Friend Irma........ 7.0 
Fibber McGee & Molly.. 6.0 
Amazing Dr. Malone.... 6.0 

6.0 


Fitch Bandwagon....... 














Video to Bring GOP, Dem Conventions 
To 38% of Public Via 21 Stations 





Presidential candidates at the 
forthcoming political conventions 
will be playing to the biggest TV 
audience in history, with at least 
38% of the U.S. population sitting 
in directly on both the Repub and 
Demo conclaves via video. 


Eighteen stations are to be tied 
into the TV pool along the east 
coast, with 3 other’ stations ex- 
pected_to get daily coverage via 
filmed newsreek Radio listeners 
too will be flooded with convention 
news. In addition to shows origi- 
nating from the four major nets, at 
least 85 indie stations will cover 


the meets. According to Edward 
» Ingles, chief of the Repub | 
party’s AM-TV department, ° ‘every 


country store will be in range of | 


Convention Hall in Philadelphia.” 
Special facilities have also been 
set up for FM broadcasters. Con- | 
tinental network, eastern FM web, 

will feed to member stations. 


With the mass TV audience mak- 
ing it certain that candidates will 
have to depend on their photogenic 
qualities for a good share of their 
votes, the Demos are expected to 
be in an advantageous spot. They'll 

(Continued on page 54) 


‘Hold It’ Angel Paying 
3 Million for Theatre 
To Hold Up Red-Inker 


On top of an estimated $350,00 
already expended on keeping alive | 
the musical comedy, ‘‘Hold It,” at} 
the National, N. Y., Anthony | 
Brady farrell, industrialist- backer 
of the show, is spending another | 
$3,000,000 to buy the Warner thea- 
tre on Broadway to provide a 
permanent spot for the legiter. It’s | 
-_ outright purchase from Warner 

ros. 














U. of Minn. Studes Sell 
Blood for Strawhat Coin 


St. Paul, June 8. 

Group of U. of Minnesota stu- 
dents operating the Plantation 
playhouse. strawhatter at White 
Bear Lake, outside St. Paul, is 
donating its own blood plasma and 
soliciting such donations from out- 
siders to help raise funds to per- 
mit its operation. 

The blood is sold to hospitals 
and the proceeds go to the play- 
house. 


Maestri Look To 
Tele, Don't Wanna 
Repeat Pic Duds 


Name bandleaders and - their 
managers, who see in television a 
new medium that could eventually 
push them into a new high level of 





popularity, are being very careful | 


in their approach to video. Lead- 
ers. with foresight are endeavoring 


to develop techniques and ideas of | 


their own that will remove them 
from being subject to production | 
| ideas of people not familiar with 
‘the band business. These leaders 
(Continued on page 5 54) 


Bedridden Vet Turns 





To Chi Disk-Jocking 


| Scientist, Mother Church of Chris- 


Chicago, June 8. 





(SHOWMEN LOOK 


TO MAKING STARS 


By ABEL GREEN 


Since successful commercial 
radio has paid for television to 
date, and will so continue for sev- 
eral years, the relative upbeat of 
TV and the alleged downbeat of 
AM broadcasting is more theoreti- 
cal than real. None the less, 
there is unanimity that television 
no longer “is around the corner.” 
It has arrived. And with its ar- 
rival, the programming end of TV 


, | is taking new stock of the situation. 


Since the show’s the thing in 
video as it is in radio or a tent 
show, showmen are now sighting 
none too distant horizons so far as 
entertainment values in the tele- 
vision idiom are concerned. Where 
will the stars come from? And 
when? And why haven’t any ar- 
rived by now? 


The whole pattern somehow re- 
volves around the several marked 
forward steps in TV history this 
year. For one thing, the ‘Texaco 
Star Theatre” premiere last night 
(Tuesday) over NBC’s video may 
prove to be an historic milestone 

(Continued on page 54) 





Soviet Misquotes 
‘Variety’ in Rap 
At ‘Tron Curtain’ 


In a complete refutation of the 
Soviet Tass agency’s report that 
“progressive organizations” had 
foreed “Iron Curtain” out of U.S. 
and Canadian theatres, 20th-Fox 
declared this week that the film 
was doing better biz in Canada 
than in the U.S. Tass had errone- 
ously ‘“‘quoted’’ Variety as the 
source of its information. Actually 
Variety has consistently reported 
that “Curtain” was a good grosser. 

According to the Soviet news 
service, the film had played to only 
a half-filled theatre in Ottawa, site 
of the story, and had _ suffered 
heavily in other theatres through- 
out Canada. This had forced 20th 
to pull the picture, Tass said, 

(Continued on page 54) 


EX-ACTOR MADE HEAD 
OF SCIENTIST CHURCH 


Boston, June 8. 
Unique twist to a show biz career 
was marked this week by election 
of Harry C. Browne, former legit 
actor, and radioite, to presidency 
of the First Church of Christ 





WFMF here is using a unique | tian Science. at yvesterday’s (Mon.) 


idisk jockey. He’s Lou Zonka—a | annual meeting. 


Browne was a 


In announcing the deal, Farrell | | bedridden vet at a local hospital.| leading man in stock companies 


revealed that he will close * 
It” ‘next Saturday night (12) at the | 


Ray McKinley’s orchestra, and to! 


‘Hold | He’s a former musician, last with | about 25 years ago and later be- 


came an anneuncer for the Colum- 


National and, after re-rehearsal, ‘air him WFMF transcribes his ad | bia Brcadcasting system. 


will reopen it in September at the | 


lib comments and commercials and | 


Browne combined his show biz 


1,700-seat Warner, which he will | fits °em at the turntable to the pre-|and ecclesiastic abilities in head- 


rename the Brayfar. Under his) 
contract with the National he may | 
(Continued on page 18) 


» & 


scribed disks. 
Show oecupies a 15-minute spot 
on the FM station once weekly. 


radio, transcription and 
speaking bureaus of his 


ing ti 12 
publ.c 
thaels. 








[British Giving Yanks a Hotfoot 


> 


On Pic Pact, Aver U. S. Biggies 





Strews Stage With Tacks; 


Gets Stuck With 40G Suit 


Chicago, June 8. 

Fan dancer Faith Bacon last 
week filed suit in Rockford, IIL, 
federal circuit court against her 
carnival boss for $40,040, alleging 
he seattered tacks on the platform 
before her dance in Peoria. She 
dances barefooted. 

Her suit charges that the John 
R. Ward Shows owes her $6,040 
back pay and $38,000 for the rest 
of the season. 


Garmenteers Use 


Show Biz Methods 
To Get New Look 


New York’s vast garment indus- 
try is going in increasingly for 





-}show business methods in showing 


new modes. Dramatic presentation 
of the latest in femme garb, it’s 
been found, makes for a heartier 
jingle of the cash registers than a 
crew of crack saiesmen. 

Some cloak-and-suit firms are 
spending increasingly more on ex- 
hibitions of styles by producing 
shows that have a nut as large 


as that of some intimate musicals. | 


Dress manufacturer Sam Fried- 
lander, cousin of Emil Friedlander, 
chairman of the board of Dazian’s, 
the theatricak fabric house, with 
a considerable showbusiness back- 
ground in producing films and 
staging a show at La Martinique, 
N. Y., nitery, is applying his the- 
atrical background to the garment 
industry. 

He’s pioneering in dramatic 

(Continued on page 54) 


Skating, Bowling Sharply 
Down From Wartime Boom 


Entertainment world’s’ outer 
fringes are being riddled by a 
slump in revenues far greater than 
that currently making inroads into 
the film take. Hard hit at the 
present time are such marginal en- 
tertainment devices as roller skat- 
ing rinks, bowling alleys and the 
like. The 8-10% decline of thea- 
tre boxoffices is a gentle down- 
grade compared to the 50% hole in 
profits which inflation and other 
factors have dug into these com- 
peting amusements. 

The rinks are off 50% from last 
year despite no boost in admission 
charges, while alleys have suffered 
a slightly less slough-off. Signifi- 
cant to all forms of entertainment, 
America On Wheels, outfit which 
operates a dozen or so rinks, has 
polied 3,000 skaters and found that 
over 90% of them are attending 

(Continued on page 54) 








+ Britain is-failing to live up to 


either the letter or spirit of the 


new Anglo-U. S. films agree Sey 
it was charged this w y top 
execs of the majo: merican pic- 


ture companies. Bitterness and 
disillusionment over. the British 
attitude was being widely ex- 
pressed in the industry, so much so 
that there was talk of pulling out. 
of the agreément altogether if an . 
alternative were available.. 

Situation is set to get a thorough 
raking-over at a meeting of the 
board of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America in New York Friday 
(11). It is expected that a strongly- 
worded resolution will be drawn at 
that time for presentation to the 
British Board of Trade by MPAA 
reps in London, demanding that 
the government live up to its 
agreement in principle and in par- 
ticular. 


U. S. film men have privately 
drawn up a list of more than a 
half-dozen clauses in the pact on 
which they claim the British have 
either reneged or hedged. Virtu- 
ally every move so far made by an 

(Continued on page 54) 


Frisco Station Flayed 
“For Airing 30 Murders 
In 7 Hrs. of Kid Shows 


San Francisco, June 8. 

With the avowed purpose of ana- 
lyzing and criticizing radio pro- 
grams in this area, a new organiza- 
tion, Radio Listeners of Northern 
California, has. been formally con- 
stituted. Mrs. Walter Fell, a for- 
mer president of the San Francisco 
Bay branch of the American Assn. 
of University Women, is president. 


Mrs. Larry Fanning, heading the 
children’s programs committee, 
made public the results of a sur- 
vey of the programs broadcast lo- 
cally during the hours of 5 to 6 
p.m. “On one station, ABC-KGO,” 
reported Mrs. Fanning, “during 
seven days of listening during that 
hour there were 30 murders-actual, 
attempted of contemplated. In 21 

(Continued on page 54) 


GROVER WHALEN AS. 
WNEW DISK JOCKEY 


Grover Whalen, the former offi- 
cial greeter of New York City and 
head of the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
does a one-nighter as a disk jockey 
tomorroy (Thurs.) over WNEW, 
New York. As chairman of the 
Mayor’s committee for the New 








»York golden jubilee celebration, 


he’ll do the between-records gab 
on a program saluting the city’s 
50th anniversary. 

Besides giving the background of 
such New York songs as “East Side, 
West Side,” “Chinatown, My China- 
town,” “The Bowery,” “In Old New 
York,” etc., Whalen will relate 
local anecdota, color and so on. 



































Sexacious Selling Best B.0. Slant 


For Foreign Language Films in US. 


Widely ballied for the past few 





years as a coming competitive 
threat to Hollywood’s output, the 
foreign-language film has gone into 
a recent boxoffice decline. Ex- 
perience of the past year has 
demonstrated, the experts say, that | 
unless the overseas import has a 
strong sex hook on which to hang | 
some razzle-dazzle exploitation or | 
some other extraneous angle which | 
makes it topical and atypical, the | 
foreign-lingo film won’t do much 
better than in pre-war days. 

Despite belief that the foreign 
pix have made sharp inroads in 
U. S. theatres, bookings of critic- | 
approved films with an appeal con- | 
fined to longhair patrons can now | 
garner no more than 200-300 play- | 
dates, it is maintained. The aver- | 
age good film will gross about | 
$75,000 for its distrib, considered 
high. Which means some $30,000 
for the overseas producer and the | 
balance to the distrib for costs and 
profit. 

“Open City” a Freak 

Accounting for the recent rash 
of s.a. ads for foreign films is the’ 
fact that the biological lure is the 
strongest pulling force outside of 


Fire Levels Hillcrest C.C. 


Hollywood, June 8. 

A gas explosion ripped the Hill- 
crest Country Club at 8 a.m. today 
(8), starting a fire that spread 
through the place, destroying. it. 
Large numbers of filmites are 
among Hillcrest members. 

Seven people were injured, ac- 
cording to first reports, presum- 


,ably all employees. 


The club four years ago was also 
destroyed by fire. 


Film Industry Execs 
Pledge Support To 
Will Regers San 


Film industry decided to make 
the 20-year old Will Rogers Me- 
morial hospital at Saranac its own 





'personal concern at a meeting held 


yesterday (Tues.) at the Hotel As- 
tor, N. Y. With the hospital wob- 
bling towards new non-showbiz con- 
trol because of financial troubles, 


the coterie of regular patrons.. Im- top-ranking distrib heads of film 
ports with that endowment such as |companies agreed to launch a fund- 
“Panique,” “Carmen,” “Open City” | raising drive to save-the institution. 
and the current package of ‘“Pas- Meeting. attended by Robert 
sionelle” and “Torment” will gar-|Mochrie (RKO); Abe Montague 
ner between $150,000 and $200,000 | (Columbia); Andy W. Smith (20th- 
for their distribs. “Open City,” Fox); William F. Rodgers (Metro); 
the pacemaker and something of a J. J. Unger (United Artists); and 
freak, hit the alltime high* of Edmund R. Grainger (Republic) re- 
‘$1,200,000 and 3,500 bookings,!sulted in a pledge of $1,000 
never before approached. monthly from each company until 

“Passionelle”—“‘Torment” com- November. At that time, it is ex- 
bo, should be good for several pected that funds from the drive 
thousand bookings while “Panique” will meet expenses. Hospital re- 
is expected to hit 500 or more. quires $170,000 yearly to carry on. 
“Carmen,” however, is figured to; Mochrie is acting as chairman of 
be the best grosser next to “Open the committee and Grainger as 
















































City.” Few foreign films have yet 
to break in to the affiliated cir- 
cuits and when they do, it is gen- 
erally because they have more than 
critical nods. 

How naughty a film can become 
without going overboard is stili an 

(Continued on page 18) 


EXPECT ‘SCOTT’ TO BE 
‘COMMAND’ PIC FOR °48 


London, June 8. 

System of alternating British 
and American films annually as a 
choice for the Royal Command 
Performance has been made the 
official policy by a decision of the 
Cinematograph Trade Benevolent 
Fund. The ruling confirmed a pre- 





vious course of action which had. 


the British “A Matter of Life or 
Death” (titled “Stairway to Heav- 
en” for U. S. release) as the first 
choice, two years ago, and the 


Yank “Best Years” in the 1947) 


prize role. 

This year’s starter will be Brit- 
ish, with the general beiief that 
“Scott of the Antarctic,” Ealing 
studios’ production, starring John 
Mills, will grab the _ accolade. 
Mills, incidentally, topped the pop- 
ularity poll here. British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. has been invited to 
organize the stage presentation of 
Britain’s top picture event. 


Pix, Radio Get Small 


Coin in Govt. Budgets 


Washington, June 8. 
Moderate sums for films and 





Distrib heads turned 
over actual collection chores to ex- 
change managers in various cities. 
These branch heads will plan local 
drives and enlist theatre participa- 
(tion in them. 

| In fixing plans for the campaign 
'which tees off immediately, distrib 
_ biggies were advised of the success 
‘of the Variety club of Boston in 
‘raising $60,000 for its own chari- 
ties on a $15,000 investment. 
, Washington club obtained $40,000 
‘and Philadelphia, $45,000. Similar 
| fund-raising tactics are planned. 

| Walter Vincent, head of the Act- 
‘ors Fund of America, told the press 
|and filmites at the meet that show 
business had “forgotten itself in 
handling a multitude of outside 
benefits. Rogers hospital hasn’t re- 
ceived any coin since last October 
and now has only $25,000 cash on 
hand. No new patients have been 
accepted and the 90-100 bed ca- 
‘pacity now has only 48 patients. 


' treasurer. 








ROACH'S $2,000,000 BR. 
FOR COMBO PIX-VIDEO 


| A $2,000,000 fund out of which 
both his feature output and his 
video briefies would be financed is 
being sought by Hal Roach. Pro- 
ducer has a deal with Metro for six 
features and is hoping to use the 
fund, derived from sources in- 
_ terested primarily in the television 
production, to help finance the the- 
atrical pictures. 

Putting up part of the money, it 
is reported, may be American 





radio were included in the $6,500,- | Broadcasting Co. and Edwin C. 
000,000 Army-Air Forces appro-| Pauley, California oil man, who 
priations bill and the $3,686,000,000 | has an application in for a San 
Navy bill which the House passed | Francisco TV outlet. In return for 


last week. 

The Army bill included $3,940.- 
000 for photographic werk, a large 
part of which is for the making of 
96 reels of training films. Another 
$200,000 is for a staff to program 
radio shows to Army hospitals. 
Funds are provided also for the 
Army Motion Picture’ Service, 
which books entertainment pix for 
Army post theatres; and money is 
provided for soldier shows at the 


s. 
The Navy plans considerable use 
of radio and pictures in its public 
relations and recruiting activities, 
asking nearly $1,500,000 for the 
overall public relations job. Navy 
people said they plan to use paid 
talent on 52 transcribed 15-minute 
programs which will be sent to 
2,000 radio stations. It would spend 
$180,000 on talent and pressings. 
The Navy asked about $4,000,000 
for photographic activities, includ- 
ing its preparation of training 


Kroon deed Sten, t a us 


‘their coin, they get rights to the 
|shorts, which Roach hopes to put 
/out on a mass production basis. 

Metro’s agreement with Roach 
calls for straight distribution of the 
pictures, which must be budgeted 
at a minimum of $300,000 each. 
Company is putting up no financ- 
ing. Roach thus is facing the same 
difficulties stymieing most other 
indies, in the banks and second- 
money lenders are loath to provide 
‘production coin. He hopes to get 
around this impasse by going into 
the video field and tapping sources 
of money new to pictures. 


. Reoach’s TV Studio Plans 
Hollywood, June 8. 

Hal Roach is making plans to 
create a television production cen- 
ter out of his studios for some 60 
telefilm-producing outfits already 
in operation. Roach lot execs 
have been quietly streamlining 
technical crews geared to tele- 
production needs. 














311th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
Ei Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 
Special Academy Award Winner 


Italy’s No. | Directer, 


Rossellini, Tells Why 
Hollywood Scares Him 


Rome, June 8. 

Roberto Rossellini, Italian direc- 
tor of “Paisan” and “Open City,” 
won't ever make a professional pil- 
grimage to Hollywood because “the 
great organizations there are too 
much for me.” Seotching persist- 
ent reports of his imminent de- 
parture for the U. S., Rossellini in- 
dicated he has nixed offers to do 
films in American studios in the 
fear that Hollywood would put a 
clamp on his “improvisations.” 

(Rossellini is now negotiating 
with David O. Selznick for the 
production of a series of films in 
Italy. Reportedly one of Rossel- 
lini’s conditions is that he be given 
a free hand. Three pix envisaged 
would include Anna Magnani in 
one and the D. O. S. star, Jennifer 
Jones, in two others.) - 

“I could not work in the U:S. 
the way I do here,” he said. “I 
could not improvise there in sur- 








roundings so different from those | 


I know. And, besides, the great 
Hollywood organizations are too 
much for me. I simply could not 
compete with them.” 

In mentioning improvisations, 
Rossellini was referring to his un- 
orthodox casual way of putting a 
film together. His scripts have 
wide open spaces which are filled 
in on scene and he generally works 
with only a skeleton cast of pro- 
fessionals, using amateurs where- 
ever possible. 

“We set our camera in the open 
and people will come around to 
see,” Italian filmmaker said. “It is 
easy to find in a crowd the right 
people that we need. Not actors, 
just simple, plain eountry folk.” 

For ‘Paisan,” he used six pro- 
fessional thespians and padded his 
pic with amateurs. “Open City” 
which broke all records for a for- 
eign film in the U.S., had only 
Anna Magnani and a few other pic- 
ture vets. 

Rossellini develops his script as 
he goes along. Wherever he wants 
a realistic touch, he explains the 
situation to the acters involved and 
then ask them what they would 
say m 
Show People Head For 

London; Other Sailings 

Heading for London on _ the 
Queen Mary today (Wed.) are 
playwright Charles MacArthur and 
his wife, actress Helen Hayes; Jock 
Lawrence, pub-ad vice-prexy for J. 
Arthur Rank organization; colum- 
nist Elsa Maxwell; Sir Ernest Fisk, 
managing director of the Electric 
and Musical Industries, Ltd.; Abel 
Green, editor of Vartety, and Mrs 
Green; Penelope March, 16-year 
old daughter of the Fredric 
Marches (Florence Eldridge), who’s 
joining her parents abroad. 

Arriving in New York on the 
same liner Monday (7) were Joseph 
A. McConville, Columbia Pictures’ 
International prexy; Claude Rains, 
Irving Pichel, Sir Ralph Richard- 
son and his wife, and novelist 
Rebecca West. Scheduled to leave 
next Thursday (17) for Lendon on 
the Queen Elizabeth are William 
Goetz, prez of Universal-Interna- 
tional, and his wife; Noel Coward, 
Charlies Boyer, Bob Goldstein, 
Universal eastern studio rep; Jo- 
seph Friedman, Columbia Pictures 
chief in Britain, and Mrs. Lyman 
Munson, wife of Gen. Lyman Mun- 
son, head of 20th-Fox production 








activities in Britain. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 
; By Frank Scully +¢++++++++++++4, 


; Success, Cal., June. 5. 
Ever since Buddha and Confucius lost top billing to Aristotle and 
Corse Payton, the tide of culture has flowed from east to west. Rarely 
\Since has eny fish been able to leap against the current and live to 


count his take. 

Accepting this clockwise whirl of the cosmos, pictures, though made 
in the west, have always been released first in the east and subse- 
quently allowed to tick their way back to the point of their origin. 
Now and then a show like “Song of Norway” or “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
originates in Los Angeles, furtively backs its way into New York and 
| then flies westward again, breathlessly exclaiming itself a Broadway hit. 

The latest attempt to counter-punch this march of progress from 
east to west is a Graeco-Roman character named George Zaharoff, alias 
George Wanger, alias Gorgeous George. Failing to make any marked 
success in the field of fulcrum and leverage as practiced since Odysseus 
tried to throw Ajax in the 23rd book of the “Iliad,” George went un- 
derground in 1943, changed his name, his coiffure, his coloring and 
his style of wrestling. From a sport in which two persons strive to 
throw each other to the mat, George selected whatever was worth sal- 
vaging from the arts of modern war to the more profitabie pursuits of 
peace. From embalming, he learned cosmetology, from the com- 
mandos he learned how to choke a rival without being seen by rival 
or referee, and elsewhere he learnéd the art of hair-pulling, bleaching 
and permanent-waving. 

From the same established sources he learned the art of dressing 
and undressing. He now has 84 dressing gowns to add to his allure. 


Old Man Atem Helps 


From the higher sciences he learned about atomic fiission and how 
to spray opponents into acquiescence. From M. Chanel he learned 
about No. 5 and subsequently passed his secret on to the B. O. Plentys 
in the audience. 

Thus from the role of gruntician, j.g., where after 15 years he could 
not earn more. than $100 a match (and one match a month), he now is 
screeching against a government that permits him to keep only $20,000 
of every $100,000 he makes. 

Today everyone is more or less familiar with his wrestling routine. 
He still enters the arena after a butler has-preceded him and has ftitted 
the ring, press seats and referee, laid down a prayer rug and otherwise 
cleared the area of peasant odors. 


With -cops flanking him and to the blare of a gladiator march, he 
slowly strides down the aisle. He looks like Bill Bendix in build and 
size. But he is wearing a dressing gown that would look better on 
Lana Turner on one of her wedding nights. _And crowning all this 
insolence he wears woman’s crowning glory—a blondined job, curled and 
marcelled as to look like a Westmore wig for Barbara Stanwyck. He 
dyed it blue for his bout with the Angel. 


Some Nice Breaks, These 


The robe conceals an elbow once fractured in three places, a cracked 
collarbone, a mangled wrist, three badly healed fractures of ribs, 
healed fractures of knees, ankles and both big toes. The blond coiffure 
conceals the knots which cover his skull like a relief map of the 
Rockies, the cosmetic makeup conceals the scars of earlier gougings 
honestly earned before he and his kind changed wrestling from a dead 
sport to a live show. 


If New York accepts this perfumed pulman, two things are in: Gor- 
geous George and television. He may then return to the west, where 
his popularity as the Nance O'Neill of our manliest sport was waning, 
and command fantastic prices. He may even be signed to remake 
“Henry VIII” and add a great deal of plausibility to the monarch’s 
fame as a wrestler who tossed out papal bulls as if they were in the 
arena strictly under arrangement. 


Much of Gorgeous George’s success in the metropolitan areas of 
the east will depend on how completely people have forgotten a pre- 
vious Gorgeous Georges (nee Carpentier), who Was built up.by the late 
Tex Rickard to stratospheric heights for the “Battle of the Century,” 
and dropped like a dead spartow by Jack Dempsey in four melancholy 
rounds back in 1920 or so. That smell may have long been replaced 
by worse ones under the Hague dynasty of Jersey City, where the fight 


was staged. 
They Follow Script? 


If the memory of man is that short the current Gorgeous George 
can’t fail, I am assuming, cf course, that he is bringing his script- 
writers with him and that their scenarios are as full of delightful 
surprises in the east as they have been in the west. 


I first ran into the literary character of these contests during the 
depth of the depression about 12 years ago. John Ford, the director, 
seeking to lighten to the wounds of living, took me to one of these 
things. The arena manager on learning that I, the Long John Silver of 
the literati, was in the party suggested to Ford that he purchase tickets 
on the right of the arena rather than the left. 

“That guy Scully can’t jump around very fast,” explained the en- 
— falls are going to be on the left side of the ring 
on Pha , E 

It was a courtesy that has ever since left a warm spot in the petrified 
forest I use for a heart. 

They Went Thata Way! 


Unemployed scenario writers managed to grub a living out of the 
thing till the war and a shortage of manpower reabsorbed most of 
them around 1942. But a year ago when a new wave of unemployment 
swept over the picture industry, and witch-hunting added to the number 
of unemployed and unemployable writers, many went underground 
and, by an odd coincidence, the wrestling industry began to boom like 
mad. The creatures were even tanght dialog. 


In fact, so far had plots developed that by the time Gorgeous George 
was ready to move like a lavendered Lochinvar out of the west, you 
couldn’t tell a televised version of a wrestling match from a PRC 
western, except that the wrestling scripts were more exciting. 


Gov. Warren Bows SAVO TO MAKE OWN 
As Film Thesp at Par} FILM BIOG IN ITALY 


Hollywood, June 8. Hollywood, June 8. 
Earl Warren, governor of Cali- Jimmy Savo and Perry Charles 
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fornia, took his first fling as a film 
thesp on the Paramount lot, star- 
ring in a two-reeler titled “Cali- 
fornia’s Golden Beginnings.” Film 
will be distributed among schools, 
historical associations and civic 
groups to plug the 100th anniver- 
sary of California’s statehood. 

The governor played himself in 


have formed Savo Productions to 
film the comic’s life story, “Little 
World, Hello.” Picture will be 
made in Italy with Savo starring, 
Charles producing and Basil 
Wrangel directing. 

Aside from Savo, the film will 
have an Italian cast, with a $200,- 
000 budget. Shooting is slated to 





an interview with two newspaper- 





men. 


start Aug. 1 in the Italian town 
of Poggio. 
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FIGHT CURBS ON THEATRE SALES 


Some 1,100 Bush League Theatre Ops (Alf 4 RATTLES — |'$3,550,000 Benefits Assured to 20th 
Find Biz NSG Postwar; Mostly Ex-Gl TOTAL FAFFZE' By Settlement of Stockholder Action; 
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Exhibition wing of the film busi- + 


ness has exercised a fatal fascina- 
tion on 
latelies in. the almost three years 
since the war ended. Over 1,100 
small operators have been forced 
out the theatre end, either through 


tyros and Johnny-come- | 


Taplinger, Ent Part 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Robert S. Taplinger has resigned 
as v.p. of Enterprise in charge of 


U. S. Dept. of Justice is facing 
a hard court battle in its effort to 
gain a total freeze against theatre 
transactions by the Big Five pend- 
ing final determination of the Gov- 
ernment anti-trust action. Major 


3606 Yrly. Limit on C. Skouras’ Bonus 





Film Employment Up 





* Protracted negotiations in the 


six consolidated stockholder actions 
pending against 20th-Fox and Na- 


outright failure, or the sale of advertising and publicity. William | oompany attorneys this week de- tional Theatres toppers ended 
flickeries because of sparse re-| Blowitz, publicity aon under a clared they would fight the D of Sacramento, June 8. yesterday (Tues.) with a settlement 
turns. linger, will head up the department | 7,, attempt to smother the sale of | Employment in the film indus- | which will bring 20th a minimum 


A private survey by one film com- 
pany reveals that while these fail- 
ures and transfers have occurred, 


there has been no lessening of the | 


total number of houses operating 


throughout the U. S. On the con- | 


trary, they have grown by many 
hundreds because of large-scale 
building operations and an influx 
of dfive-ins. 

At the same time; the survey 
shows that no real theatreman has 
been hurt by the uncertain con- 
ditions of the past couple of years. 
In the main, those who took a lick- 
ing were ex-GIs who fell for the 
fables of big profits and glamor 
without any knowledge of the high- 
ly complicated business of running 
a theatre. 

Great mass of losses were taken 
in the smaller towns and the small 
nabe situations in larger centers. 
The damage was less in the south 


(Continued on page 22) 


‘Writers Who Won't 
Write (Even Between 
Pix)’ Irk Dore Schary 


Hollywood, June 8. 

“Writers who won't write” are 
irking Dore Schary. RKO produc- 
tion chief is impatient with scrive- 
ners who are bewailing the pres- 
ent lack of employment in Holly- 
wood, but won’t use their enforced 
freedom to try their hands at origi- 
nals. 

Schary’s successful picture-mak- 
ing policy at RKO has hinged 
largely on the production of films 
from original stories for the screen. 
He won't go all out in expressing 
preference for them over books 
and plays, but is strong in his feel- 
ing that Hollywood’s typewriter 
artists are missing a lively chance 
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we possibly can.” 


|under the new setup by which the 
|indie unit moves to Metro to make 
four pictures. 

| It is understood the v.p. title 
will be abolished. Taplinger joined 
Ent in 1946 after serving with a 
jnumber of other film companies. 
He was in the Navy during the war. 
He has not discosed future plans. 


Allied, TOA Set 
~ For All-Out Duel 


Prefacing what may turn out to 
ibe an all-out duel with the The- 
|atre Owners of America for exhib 
| membership, National Allied has 
|; set plans for a drive to blanket the 
| country with new regional theatre 
| units. As a first step in the cam- 
paign, Robert H. Poole, head of the 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners, has been 
approached by Allied emissaries 
for a merger of the twe groups. 
Allied and PCCITO are now only 
loosely tied as co-members of the 
Conference of Independent Exhibi- 
tor Assns. 

Poole is weighing that step or 
some other action which would 
bring the two units closer to- 
gether. Meanwhile, Allied’s five 
regional veepees were instructed 
at the recent Allied board meet 
in Denver to explore the potential 
for new units in their territories, 
it’s been learned. These regional 
heads, currently working on the 
drive, are Meyer Leventhal, east- 
ern division chief; Morris W. 
Finkel, mid-states; Leo Jones, 
Great Lakes; John M. Wolfberg, 
western, and W. A. Prewitt, Jr., 
southern. 

Every open situation will be 

















theatres or breakup of partnership 
ties on the 
should be no limits placed on cor- 
rective moves which any company 
seeks to take. 

Filmites believe this declaration 
significant accompanied, as it is, 
by reports that several of the 
majors are already talking deals to 
clear some of the closed situations 
considered most 
Sherman Act attack. Mentioned as 
particularly active in surveying the 
possibilities of sale and partner- 
ship dissolutions are Paramount, 
RKO and Warner Bros. 

“This application by the Gov- 
ernment is a case of blowing hot 
and cold at the same time,” ac- 
cording to one industry lawyer. 
“Naturally, we intend to oppose it 
emphatically. If the Government 
thinks we hold some or all of our 
.theatres illegally, it should not 
block our legalizing a situation. If 
theatre ownership is bad, why fight 
an attempt to rectify it?” 

Paradoxically enough, film at- 

(Continued on page 18) 


D.C. Decision Cools 
Par’s Heavy Buy-Ins 
Of Own Common Stock 


Paramount has called a halt to 
its tremendous  stock-purchasing 
program which in 18 months 
brought 769,110 shares of company 
common stock to the treasury at an 
estimated cost of $20,000,000. 
While no official comment on the 
sudden stoppage was forthcoming, 
it is believed that the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in the Government 
anti-trust suit is behind the move. 
That ruling tossed out the privilege 
of a major to buy out its theatre 





ground that there | 


vulnerable to | 


itry during April showed a slight 
|increase over that of March but 
‘was still 229% lower than that of 
| April, 1947, according to the Cali- 
‘fornia Labor Statistics Bulletin. 
Average weekly paychecks were 
| $96.69, compared with $95.55 for 
March. 


Average Pic Now 
14 Mins. Shorter 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Prodded by exhibitor squawks, 
trends toward shorter films are de- 
veloping in Hollywood. Average 
has been chopped from 97 minutes 
in 1947 to 83 minutes this year. 


Exhibs claim longer pix cut into 
turnover, keeping customers in 
theatres longer and wrecking 
operating schedules. 

Studio execs feel move cuts 
costs and tightens up dramatic 
values of pix. Only exceptions are 
films like “Best Years,” which ran 
170 minutes, and stili clicked. 


VARIETY survey of pix between 
June 1, 1947, and June 1, 1948, 





est pix. Studio’s average is now 
101 minutes against 113 last year. 


SAG Move Would Nip 
Non-Citizen Actors 


Hollywood, June. 8. 


Some Screen Actors Guild mem- 
bers are stirring up a move to 











shows Metro still making the long- | 
| of foreign managers. The proposal 

















of $3,550,000 in cash and future 
benefits. The proposals, now sub- 
ject to court approval and an okay 
from 20th’s board of directors, 
calls for a refund of $1,800,000 
from four NT execs and the fixing 
of a ceiling on earnings of Charles 
Skouras, NT head, which is esti- 
mated to save 20th a total of $1,- 
750,000 for the next seven years. 

Under the agreement’s terms, 
bonuses paid to Skouras on per- 
centage compensation cannot ex- 
ceed $360,000 in any one year for 
the next seven years. At current 
earnings and tax levels, it is figured 
that the clamp. on Skouras’ pay- 
checks will mean an additional 
$1,750,000 to the company during 
the seven-year stretch. Skouras 
has been averaging $650,000 an- 
nually in bonuses in addition to his 


(Continued on page 20) 


MPAA Nixes French 
Coin Offer, But Sends 
Mayer to Renegotiate 


Offer by the French govern- 
ment to liquidate approximately 
$8,000,000 in frozen film coin by 
payments over a three-year period 
to American companies was re- 
jected yesterday (Tues.) at a Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America meet 





was nixed because of what were 
considered certain objectionable 
features incorporated in it, par- 
ticularly a proviso which would 
freeze all French revenues for the 
next four years. ; 

Instead, it was decided that 
Gerald Mayer, head of the MPAA’s' 
foreign wing, will head for France 


” (Continued on page 16) 
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‘Union, ‘Tron Curtain, ‘Homecoming’ 


Generated Most 


B.0. Steam in May 





Despite uniformly great strength? 


on opening weeks, “Iron Curtain” 
(20th) was completely outdis- 
tanced by “State of Union” (M-G) 
for national boxoffice honors in 
May, according to reports received 
from Variety correspondents in 
some 22 key exchange cities. In- 
ability to hold up stoutly in hold- 
over sessions militated against 
“Curtain.” Both pictures finished 
first twice during the five weeks 
listed for last month’s gross busi- 
ness but “Union” also wound up 
second nationwide in a third stanza 


and did okay on a fourth week in | 


May. 

Some idea of the extensive pop- 
ularity of “Union” at the wickets 
can be had from the $1,310,000 
grossed in the principal keys cov- 
ered by Variety during the month. 
While the picture was helped by 
playing the N. Y. Music Hall dur- 
ing its two biggest weeks, the fine 
to sock sessions rolled up in some 
59 cities really brought the film 
its high aggregate coin total. 

“Curtain,” which was easy sec- 
ond place winner last month, start- 
ed out in most keys like a champ 
racehorse being aided by picketing 
ef film in several cities and the 
widespread news stories and pho- 
tos of the fighting pickets in N. Y. 
Initial week of picture’s launching 
in more than 20 keys brought more 
than $506,000. Picture rode on its 
wave of popularity to first spot na- 
tionally the following week al- 
though gross total slipped around 
$200,000. 

Third best boxoffice bet was 
“Homecoming” (M-G), which real- 
ly got going only in the last two 
weeks of May. Sock trade rung 
up in final session of month indi- 
cated the Turner-Gable opus 
would stay high on the list for 
weeks to come. 

‘Apache’ Actioner 

“Fort Apache” (RKO) finished 

a strong fourth, this actioner com- 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘STRANGE BEDFELLOWS’ 
FINDS MPAA WAVERING 


Broadway producer Philip A. 
Waxman leaves New York for the 
Coast Friday (11) to open a hassle 
with 20th-Fox over rights to the 
title “Strange Bedfellows’’—which 
the Johnston office may well deny 
to both of them. Waxman is pro- 
ducer of the play of that name, 
currently .in its fifth month at the 
Moroseo, N. ¥. He's set to take 
issue with 20th, which announced it 
as the tentative label of a Dana 
Andrews-starrer set to go into work 
later this month. 

Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s title buréau won't say 
yes and won't say no as to the ac- 
eeptability of the moniker. It all 
depends, according to the bureau's 
topper, Margaret Ann Young, on 
the script on which it’s hung. If it 
is strictly a political story (‘Polities 
makes strange bedfellows’), it will 
possibly be okayed. If there is any 
other connotation in the story, it 
definitely will not be. 

Waxman has bought the film 
rights to the Florence Ryerson- 
Colin Clements comedy in associa- 
tion with.a group of New York 
financiers, headed by film attorney 
Emil K. Ellis. Producer's Coast 
trip is partially an effort to line up 
players. Negotiations have been 
started with Robert Cummings for 
the top spot. Waxman hopes to get 
it under way this summer. 


N.Y. Aster Cuts Prices, - 





Music Hall Goes Up 


Revisions in Broadway film the- 
atre boxoffice seales are underway 
but there's no upward or downward 
trend discernible. Astor theatre 
has moved to slice its admissions 
from a $1.80 to to $1.25 on week- 
days and $1.50 on weekends with a 
55c tab for kids in the afternoons. 
Admission cuts have been made for 
children according to Astor’s man- 
agement, but only for the run of 
Walt Disney's pic, “Melody Time.” 

Heading the other way, Radio 
City Music Hall has upped its scales 
fer the first time in several years 
from $1.25 to a new top of $1.40 
with some mat prices going from 
95e to $1. Imcreases were due to 
upped operating costs, according to 
Russell Downing, Music Hall's exec 
vice-prexy. 


May’s Mighty Dozen 
1. “State of Union” (M-G). 
2. “Iron Curtain” (20th). 

3. “Homecoming” (M-G). 

4. “Fort Apache” (RKO). 
5. “Silver River” (WB). 

6. “Miracle of Bells’ (RKO). 
7. “Arch of Triumph” (UA). 
8 (Par). 
9 (Col). 


“Sainted Sisters” 

. “Lady Shanghai” 
10. “Big Clock” (Par). 

11. “Sitting Pretty” (20th). 
12. “All My Sons” (U). 


RKO’s Zale-Graziano 
24-Hr. Service Despite 
Lack of TV Competish 


RKO-Pathe, despite the fact that 
|it’s not faced with television’s com- 
| petition this time, plans to follow 
through on its 24-hour service for 
fight films by having pictures of 
|the Roeky Graziano-Tony Zale mid- | 
idleweight championship bout in all | 
/RKO theatres in greater N. Y. to-| 
|morrow (Thursday), less than a | 
|day after the fight takes place | 
itonight (Wednesday) in Newark, | 
IN. J. 
(DuMont television had been | 
granted tele rights to the fight but | 
only if there \vas a sellout crowd. 
Because. there are still seats avail- 
able for the bout, the telecast was 
called off by the promoters. See 
story in Television Section.) 
RKO-Pathe teed off its 24-hour 
service in June, 1946, when NBC 














Beekman-Winkler Indie 
Hollywood, June 8. 
New indie production outfit, 
Franklin Films, Ine., was formed 
by Jack Beekman and Danny Wink- 
ler to make four pictures, starting 
with ‘Dark Sun,” based on a novel 
by Aben Kandel. 
Film will be shot entirely in New 
York, with Teddy B. Sills directing. 


Aug. 1 Deadline 
On SAG Contract 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Actors Guild voted to 
idrep the current interim agree- 
iment with the producers by Aug. 1 
and to continue its fight for seven 
disputed points in its demands for 
a new labor contraet. Meanwhile, 
|a meeting between player and pro- 
‘ducer representatives is expected 
this week, in conformity with the 
Taft-Hartley law. 

Seven points, which the produc- 
ers turned down emphatically last 
April are: 

Reasonable restrictions on re- 
issues to curb increasing unem- 
ployment among actors. 


Temporary “stopgap” clause to 
bar the use in television of films 
made for theatre exhibition, until 
an agreement is reached that will 
enable actors as well as producers 
to share in additional revenue from 
this medium. 

No loanouts of contraet players 
without the actor’s consent. 

Reduction in the length of term 
contracts. 

Reform of the option system to 
correct its abuses and te make op- 





Screen 





television aired the Joe Lovis-Billy | tions more equitable for the actor. 
Conn heavyweight fight, and re- | Right of the acter to perform in 
peated last December with the Other branches of the entertain- 
|Louis-J ~sey Joe Walcott bought, ment industry, such as radio and 
when NBC video again served as a |television, and retain fees earned 
‘major competitive threat to the for such services. 





Newreels Advise State Dept. They 
May Drop Costly Overseas Distrib 


+ United States may at the end of 





.No Cuffo Skimmer 

Revolttion or no revolution, 
the State Dept. is buying no 
new hat for Jack Connolly, its 


newsreel contact. Connolly 
lost his fedora during the up- 
rising in Bogota, Colombia, 


while the Inter-American con- 
ference was in session there 
recently. He was forced to 
make such a snappy getaway 
from the capital pressroom 
when the rebels arrived, the 
headpiece was left behind. 
When he returned it was gone. 

Corsidering it 2 justifiable 
item, he put on his expense 
account $10 for the missing 
bonnet. Last week -the swin- 
dle-sheet arrived back on Con- 
nolly’s desk in New York. 
“No go,” said the auditors 
from a safe spot in Washing- 
ton. “He should have taken 
his hat with him.” 


Fund to Help Unfreeze 
U. S. Com Sarvives 
Hot House Lashing 


Washington, June 8. 

A $10,000,000 fund to help un- 
freeze some of the coin of films, 
newspapers and magazines in for- 
eign countries survived a hot at- 
taek in the House last Friday (4) 
and was still in the Foreign Aid 
appropriations bill as the chamber 
sent it to the Senate. 

The amount provided originally 
was $15,000,000 but the House 
Appropriations Committee cut this 
by one-third. There is hope here 
that the Senate may restore some 








official fight pictures. Despite the 
more than 5,000,0000 people esti- 
mated to have seen the latter fight, 
RKO-Pathe claimed to have done 
as good business with its films 
as’ with any fight in the past. 

Zale-Graziano pictures, as usual, 
are to be offered to theatres 
throughout the country via the 
| RKO exchanges, as soon after the 
fight as prints can be transported 
to the various branches. 





BO, FOREIGN LAGS 
- NIP DISNEY PROFITS 


Tapering boxoffice returns and 
ithe decline of foreign revenues | 
‘drove down the net of Walt Disney | 
Productions to $68,128 for the first | 
27 weeks of 1948, statement of the | 
outfit discloses. Gross revenues of | 
|Disney also fell off to $2.543.286 | 
from a 1947 figure of $2,984,097. | 
Net compares to $264,383 in the 
‘corresponding period last year. 
| While anticipating an improve- 
‘ment in earnings for the second 
half of "48, Rey O. Disney, prexy , 
of the unit, declared that no ma-. 
|terial improvement can be expect- | 
ed until “international currency | 
difficulties become less severe.” 
_Blocked funds have been discount- 
ed heavily “as a matter of cau- 
tion,” Disney explained, although 
phe hoped a substantial chunk of | 
this frozen coin would ultimately | 
_be recovered. 

Disney hailed the U. S. Supreme 
Court ruling in the Government 
anti-trust case as probably opening 
the way to indie producers for bet- | 
ter playing time and rentals. The | 
opinion, he said, ‘will undoubtedly | 





practices which had worked to the 

disadvantage” of the indie. 
After allowing for dividends on 

‘preferred steck, equivalent earn- 


ings come to 8c. per share on com- 


tures, with the producer’s share 
amountiug to $1,238,593, compared 
to $1,8'7,279 in 
stretch of 1947. Shorts showed a 
rise to $722,494 from $545,284. 
Proceeds on comic strips, publica- 
tions, etc., also climbed to $582,- 
199 from $524,261. 





‘Nichols’ RKO Longtermer 


Hollywood, June 8. 
RKO has inked Dudley Nichols 
to a longterm producer-director- 


yearly. 

First will be “Story X.” an orig- 
inal by columnist Samuei Grafton, 
due to start late this year. 








| Ban on* pressure brought to|0f the money. The money was 
‘bear on a contract player by fore- | Originally to last one year, but the 
ing him inte obviously inferior | Appropriations Committee changed 
roles. the period to 15 months. It is 
To date, the producers have not | hoped that the Senate will correct 
relented in their opposition to the | this also. 
seven peints since they said “no” Such red hots as John E. Rankin 
a year ago, before the interim ‘D., Miss.), Clare Hoffman iR.. 
|agreement went into effect. At a, Mich.), Forest A. Harness (R., Ind), 
recent meeting the SAG board of | and Eugene E. Cox (D., Ga.), led 
‘directors considered two possibili- | the fight to kill the fund entirely, 
‘ties for taking strike measures. arguing that it was nothing byt a 
|One calls for a vote to authorize a subsidy to outfits which had sup- 
‘strike by Aug. 1 if a new contract ported the Marshall Plan. The 
‘has not been signed by that time. whole argument was that it was a 
‘The other calls for a vote on strike | subsidy or gift from the Govern- 


| 


result in changes in certain selling | 


/mon against 38c. in ‘47. Disney | 
Suffered its biggest dropoff in fea- | 


the 26-week | 


writer pact calling for one film ' 


authorization, 
date but ready for use at the most 
opportune time. 


BROADWAY PALACE INTO 
DAY-DATE DUAL POLICY 


Palace theatre on Broadway, 





| 
| 


without a definite ment and was limited to “interna- 


tionalist”’ 
companies. 
Finally, it was gotten across to 
the House that nobody was giving 
anything. The money is to buy a 


publications and film 


very limited portion of blocked for- 


| 
j 


} 


eign exchange from the média so 
they can get some dollars. In ex- 
change, the Government gets the 


which RKO had been considering foreign funds which can be spent 


was announced by Sol Schwartz, 
gm. of the RKO Theatre circuit 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

House will play double features 
day-and-date with the 10. key 
houses in the RKO Manhattan 
chain, Schwartz said. 


ERP Compromise Would 
Help Film Companies 


Washington, June 8. 

Possibility of a congressional 
compromise on the Economic Re- 
covery Program bill loomed today 
although Senator Arthur H. Van- 
| denberg (R., Mich.) intends to hold 
‘out for restoration of the ful! 
j;amount. A compromise would 
probably mean more money avail- 
jable to help the film companies, 
j}which have frozen coin overseas. 
The house bill cut from $15,000, 
000 to $10,000,000 the amount of 
the fund available for aiding the 
information media, and_ also 
| stretched the period of its use from 
'12 to 15 months. 





} 





PLAQUE FOR HOPE 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Bob Hope was presented with a 
bronze plaque in acknowledgment 
of his humanitarian activities by 
I. E. Chadwick, president of the 
Independent Metion Picture Pro- 
dueers Assn. 
' Plaque was the third awarded 
|by IMPPA in its history covering 
25 years. Joe E. Brown was the re- 
| cipient in 1942 and Jean Hershelt 
in 1945. 





od 





‘either closing or selling, will re-| abroad toward the support of our 
main alight under a new policy, it embassies 





L. A. to N. Y. 


John H. Auer 
Myrt Blum 

Joseph I. Breen 
Melvyn Douglas 
Dan Duryea . 
Jerry Fairbanks 
Y. Frank Freeman 
Bryan Foy 

George Glass 

Alan Gundelfinger 
Karl Herzog 
George Hickey 
Jack Karp 

Arthur Kelly 


and for ether purposes. | 


Otto Koegel 

ate N. Lazarus, Jr. 
arbara Barondess 

Gail Patriek em 

Pat Patterson 

Jehn Payne 

Harold Perry 

N. Peter Rathvon 

Cesar Romero 

Gradwell Sears 

Sidney Sheldon 

Charles P. Skouras 

Robert Sterling 

Harry Stern 

William L. Taub 

J. J. Unger 

Philip Van Dyke 

Edwin L. Weisi 


Europe to N. Y. 
Irene Manning 
Joseph A. McConville 
Irving Pichel 
Claude Rains 
Sir Ralph Richardsen 
Rebecca Weat 


this year lose its strongest propa- 
ganda arm abroad. Newsree! com- 
panies, losing money heavily on 
jtheir overseas operations, have 
| quietly informed the State Dept. 
\that they plan to abandon a good 
‘deal of their foreign distribution as 
| of Dec. 31. 

| Information officers in State are 
'highly disturbed at the prospect 
|and hope possibly to save the day 
via one or both of two channels 

for getting coin to the reels. How- 

iever, the Government officials have 

|made no rescuing move as yet, pre- 

ferring to await further develop- 

iments. 

They feel that the present indi- 
| Vidual distribution by five differ- 
‘ent companies is wasteful and ex- 
‘travagant. They favor reestablish- 
| ment of one cooperative reel on 
|the order of the wartime United 
| Newsreel, which was abandoned as 
of June 30, 1946. It is figured that 
ees prospeet of a co-op venture 
abroad may appear more attrae- 
| tive to the newsreel outfits as. time 
'goes on. State is also desirous of 
|seeing more informational mate- 
\rial in the reels and less cheese- 
| cake. 

Two sources of coin by which 
State might help are its own ap- 
propriation for films and _ the 
Smith-Mundt bill, which provides 
$10,000,000 for aiding informa- 
tional media to distribute overseas. 
‘Out of $28,000,000 appropriated 
starting July 1 for State’s own in- 
formation program, only about $2.,- 
'000,000 is earmarked for films, 
‘most of the rest going to “The 
Voice of America.” 

16m Documentary Funds 

Since State ha> an overseas 16m 
‘documentary program, for which 
\the $2,000,000 is planned, it is 
|hoped it won’t have to dip into 
the fund to help out the newsreels, 
If necessary, however, it would use 
this money to subsidize the losses 
in certain countries of a single co- 
op reel. It feels that the newsreels, 
‘playing theatres, are much more 
important than the Im project. 

Real hope is, however, that the 
Smith-Mundt bill will survive at- 
tacks on it im Congress. Story 
which, according to State Dept and 
film industry execs, completely 
misrepresented the nature of the 
bill, was printed by the Chicago 
|Tribune last week resulting in at- 
tacks by Rep. John Rankin. As 
a result, the original $15,000.000 
appropriation requested was cut by 
one-third and may die altogether. 
| Measure provides for conversion 
into dollars of some of the coin 
frozen abroad. It would do no, 
more than return to film distribs 
‘and newspaper and mag publishers 
in the future their actual cost of 
distribution in certain countries in 
which State desires them to cen- 
tinue operation. 

Should the bill pass. newsreels 
would be among the first media to 
be aided, since their losses are 
among the heaviest. Metro, for in- 
‘stance, has dropped $500,000 a year 
ion its foreign reel for the past two 
years, it reported. It desired to 
stop service to some overseas . 
countries at the end of this month, 
but was persuaded by State to con- 
tinue until Dee. 31. It will not go 
on beyond that time, however, un- 
less losses are reduced. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Harry Ackerman 
Hazel Boyd 

Jane Burke 
Harold Conrad 
Alfred Hitchcock 
Arthur Hornblow 
Al Horwits 
Francetta Malloy Ladd 
David A. Lipton 
Louis Mandel 
Frank Rosenberg 
‘Frank Seltzer 
Vinceat Sherman 
Jane Wyman 


N. Y. to Europe 


Edgar Bergen 
Cyd Charisse 
Abel Green 
Ronald Gow 
Helen Hayes 
Frances Heflin 
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RANKS SQUEEZE STIRS DISTRIBS 





New US.-Anglo Agreement May Cost | LIMITS FS. PIX 
Yank Filmers Almost $30,000,000 Yearly 





American film companies, which ¢ 


—despite mounting restrictions— | 
have fared surprisingly well during | 
the past year in garnering coin | 
from abroad, will begin to feel the 
real pinch next Monday (14). New 
Anglo-U. S. films agreement goes 
into effect that date, ending the 
100° remittance of earnings from 
Britain by Yank firms. It will cost 
them almost $30,000,000 a year un- 
less they get a lot more money 
than now appears likely out of 
films théy’ll make or buy in Eng- 
land with frozen dollars. 

Check of major film companies 
and disclosure of foreign income 
by Erie Johnston, prez of Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, in 
Washington last week reveals that 
the past 12 months have not been 
as tough as imagined. Johnston 
said the take from abroad was $90.- 
000,000. That’s some $30,000,000 
less than the peak year of 1946, 


ture. 

MPAA _ prexy prophesied that 
the $90,000,000 might drop to $50.,- 
000.000 within the next 12-month 
period. How well on the whole, 
however, foreign remittances stood 
up during the past 12 months was 
evidenced from statistics gathered 
from the major companies. They 
showed that distribs which had a 
fair amount of new product in Eng- 
land when the 75% tax became ef- 
fective last August slid less than | 
10° in proportion of total gross 
they received on their films from 
overseas. 

It has been generally figured in 
the past that the foreign market 

(Continued on page 20) 


J. G. McCarthy Set 


Temporarily as U.S. 
Rep on Pact Control 


John G. McCarthy, associate 
manager of the international divi- 
sion of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
American, has been temporarily 
named as the second U. S. rep on 
the control commission which will 
administer the new Anglo-Ameri- 
can film agreement when it be- 
comes effective next Monday (14). 
McCarthy will serve with Fayette 
W. Allport, MPAA rep in London 
and permanent member of the 
commission. : 

It was agreed by the American 
companies to name McCarthy tem- 
porarily, since he is now in Lon- 
don and there has been no time 
to appoint a permanent second 
member before the pact goes into 
force. McCarthy is expected to 
return to MPAA headquarters in 
New York by the end of this 
month, however, before which time 
the other permanent rep will be 
named. 

Plan is to, appoint as the sec- 
ond man the London rep of one 
of the big American banks. It is 
figured this will lend prestige to 
the delegation and also provide 
someone highly familiar with the 
intricacies of foreign exchange 
transactions. Control commission 
consists of two Americans and two 
Britons. one representing the 
Board of Trade and the other the 
Treasury. 


BRITISH NEGOTIATIONS 
~ ON MPAA AGENDA 


Results of current negotiations 
in England on finalization of the 
British films pact will be a major 
item on the agenda of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America board 
when it meets in New York, Friday 
(11). 

Flock of other items, ranging 
from a progress report of a cur- 
rent survey being made by the 
MPAA on television, to hearing 
appeals from a title arbitration, | 
are also on the slate. Session) 
promises to be a long one, going. 
into gear at 10 a.m. 

Eric Johnston, MPAA prexy, | 
and his staff will come up from) 











Washington for the board vagal 5 


clave. 


Film Industry Raises 
$1,418,890 for UJW 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Film industry leaders, pledged 
$1,418,890 in one night to the 
United Jewish Welfare Fund. Goal 
of the campaign is $2,500,000. 

Dinner, with Dore Shary as 
chairman, was attended by 300 in- 
dustry toppers. While individual 
pledges were not announced for 
publication, at least 25 contribu- 
tions were for more than $10,000 
each. 


Yanks Can't Get 
Advances Against 
Frozen Brit. Coin 


Britain has added still another 
restriction to the numerous hedges 
placed around efforts of American 
companies to get out of England 
coin frozen there under the new 
Johnston-Wilson films pact. It is 
refusing to allow Yank producers 
to borrow against sterling which 
they expect to accrue from the ex- 
hibition of their films in England. 

Result is that the American com- 
panies cannot immediately go into 
production there, unless’ they 
choose to leave money in London 
which they can remit to New York 
before the new Anglo-U.S. agree- 
ment comes into force next Mon- 
day (14). Some distribs have left 
money there to begin production, 
but most prefer the bird in. the 
hand to the prospect of profits on 
pix made in England. 

Opposition of the British Board 
of Trade to banks giving advances 
to the American producers, means 
that the Yanks must wait~until in- 
come from their pix in England 
acrues in sufficient quantity to 
start production. Otherwise, they 
could have started at once and re- 
paid advances from the banks as 
the money came in. Thus, they'd 
have a considerable number of 
films made by the time the pact 
expires in two years. ie 

Several American banks have 
been active in trying to line up 
producers who want this type of 
loan. Money would bé advanced 
by the banks’ London branches. 
They've virtually all been swatted 
down, however. Only such loans 
allowed, as far as can be learned, 
are two very minor ones by the 
Guaranty Trust Co., New York. 


M-G’S BRIT. LENSING 
ON ANTI-COMMIE PIC 


Latest in the growing list of ‘anti- 
Communist pictures slated for pro- 
duction is ‘Conspirator,” which 
Metro will lens at its British 
Elstree studios in the fall. Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr., will produce, with 
Robert. Taylor starring. 

Film is to be adapted from the 
British novel of the same title, 
penned by Humphrey Slater, which 
deals with an English guardsman 
who comes a Communist. It’s 
expected to follow at Elstree “Ed- 
ward,.My Son,” now in production, 
and “Queen Bess,” scheduled to 
go on the floor in late summer. 











Bergson on Pic Trust 
Washington, June 8. 
When the remanded phases of 
the Big Five Motion picture anti- 
trust suit are argued again in New 
York, the government’s end will 
be under new management. Her- 
bert A. Bergson has been named 
to head the Anti-Trust Division, 
succeeding John F. Sonnett, who 
resigned recently to resume the 
practice of law in New York. 
Bergson has been a special as- 


sistant to Attorney General Tom. 


Cc. Clark and has been with the 
Justice Department for the past 
years. 


IN HIS THEATRES 


American company toppers are 
openly angered by what they term 
“arbitrary” restrictions being 
placed by J. Arthur Rank on play- 
ing time for U.S. pictures on his 
two circuits in England. British 
film tyceon, according to foreign 
chiefs returning to New York from 
London, will not allow more than 
approximately 25 Hollywood pic- 
tures on his Gaumont-British and 
Odeon circuits for the rest of 1948 
and about 75 for the entire year 
of 1949. 

With United Artists and Colum- 
bia left out of his plans completely, 
Rank is reportedly allowing each 
major company four playdates and 
Eagle Lion two playdates for the 
rest of 1948. Schedule for 1949 
calls for 12 pictures from each 
major texcept UA and Col) and 
six from Eagle Lion. 

Clampdown on U.S. product has 
had major company toppers on a 
shuttle to England to register their 
protests. Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox 
chief, is slated to leave New York 
by air today (Wednesday) for 
huddles with the British film boss. 
Murray Silverstone, foreign dept. 
veepee, is flying with Skouras. 
Arthur W. Kelly, UA exee—v-p-, 
returned to the U.S. last week and 
Joseph McConville, Col foreign 
chief, returned Monday (7) after 
protestations which have so far 
proved to be in vain. 


20th and UA Do a Burn 


Skouras and Kelly are particular- 
ly incensed since 20th owns a 
chunk of the Gaumont - British 
chain and UA a sizeable share of 
Odeon. They figure that should 
give their companies certain vested 
rights in playing time. Rank, as 
majority stockholder, doesn’t see 
it that way. 

UA and 20th have also previous- 
ly protested a pooling arrangement 
for the two chains, although the 

(Continued on page 6) 


Film Execs’ Protocol 
Luncheons to Canadian 
And French Officials 


Major company presidents and 
other top echelon execs will play 
host at luncheon next Monday (14) 
to Donald Gordon, deputy govern- 
or of the Bank of Canada. It’s 
strictly a friendly get-together 
marking a visit of the north-of- 
the-border financier to New York. 
Film companies have recently been 
cooperating with Canada in at- 
tempting to reduce its dollar out- 
lay for nictures by sending crews 
up there for location shooting. 

Another foreign visitor was 
guest of honor at a Motion Picture 
Assn. of America luncheon in New 
York Monday (7). He is Georges 
Huisman, chairman of the French 
Committee on Motion Pictures for 
the United Nations. He is also 
chief of the’ French film censor 
office and councillor of state. 

Huisman came to the U. S. two 
weeks ago to huddle with Jean 
Benoit-Levy, director of films and 
visual information for the UN, on 
services the French motion pic- 
ture industry can render the world 
organization. He sails for home 
today (Wednesday). 


Special Ballyhoo Push 
By EL for Top Rank Pix 


Top British films of J. Arthur 
Rank which have been tagged for 
U. S. distribution through Eagle 
Lion will be handled by a special 
corps of EL publicists under a plan 
adopted by Max E. Youngstein, 
company’s ad-pub veepee. First 
step in creating the new group of 
flacks has been taken by Young- 
stein with the hiring of Marie Van 
Slyke, formerly with Universal, to 
push ballyhoo on “Oliver Twist” 








# and “Red Shoes.” 


Scheme is similar to one adopted 
last year by Paramount and subse- 
quently dropped. Each newly- 
hired EL drumbeater will be as- 
signed one or two pix far in ad- 





vance of actual release. 


sete — bla 


RKO First to Report Postwar Distrib 
Loss in U.S.; In Red $3,556,140 for 47 








Rep. Talking Deals With 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Republic is talking deals with 
two more indie producers Howard 
Welch and Sam Coslow, to move 
their filming operations into the 
valley studio. Deals call for Welch 
to make “Montana Belle” in Tru- 
color and for Coslow to film ‘‘Music 
Citv.” 

Understood the arrangements 
are similar to those accorded Hunt 
Stromberg, who recently estab- 
lished quarters on -the Republic 
lot to produce “Too Late for Tears” 
for United Artists release. 


Ent's 4 Gives M-G 
13 Indie Pictures 
For 48-49 Distrib 


Deal signed last week for Metro 
to release four Enterprise pictures 
gives M-G a total of 13 independ- 
ently-produced films for distribu- 
tion during the next year. Figure 
represents more than half as many 
as the 24 that the Metro studios 
will turn out during the same 
period, pointing up the new inclin- 
ation among major distributors to 
bolster their release schedules with 
outside product, rather than step 
up home lot production. 

Reason, according to Metro of- 
ficials, is strictly an economic one. 
Because the boxoffice potential is 
lower than it was several years ago, 
it’s been found that it’s less of a 
risk to boost the release slate with 
indie product. Since the produc- 
tion investment by the majors in 
indie films is seldom more than 
50%, the gamble is reduced con- 
siderably. Metro, in fact, has no 
production money invested in any 
of its outside product but will op- 
erate on a straight distribution fee. 

In addition to the four Enter- 
prise pix, M-G will release 11 other 
indie features during the next year. 
These include six Hal Roach 
streamline comedies, first of which 
has been earmarked for October; 
“Three Godfathers,” to be turned 
out by Argosy Pictures (John Ford- 
Merian Cooper), and two feature- 
length documentaries. Latter, both 
in color, are “Tale of*the Navajos,” 
produced by John Haesler, and 
“The Secret Land,” comprising 
footage shot on the 1937 Byrd Ant- 
arctic expedition. | (“Discovery,” 
now being released by Film Clas- 
sics, is based on an earlier Byrd 
junket.) 

Besides these, Metro will release 
two features made by Louis de 
Rochement, but the company has 
a co-production deal on them. First 
one, “Lost Boundaries,” has already 
started rolling on location in New 
Hampshire. 


GOLDWYN CONSIDERS 
MORE LONDON PROD. 


Samuel Goldwyn, who recently 
inked a pact with Sir Alexander 
Korda for joint production-dis- 
tribution of “The Scarlet Pimper- 
nel,” is considering deals for fur- 
ther London production. If they 
are made, however, they will prob- 
ably be in partnership with an 
indie British producer or director, 
and call for a greater budget than 
does the Korda film. 

Deal with Korda provides for 
financing by Goldwyn out of 
blocked funds and ownership by 
him of American rights to the film. 
Arrangements now being contem- 
plated also call for financing with 
blocked currency, but would give 
Goldwyn worldwide distribution 
rights. 

Goldwyn has been studying sev- 
eral package possibilities for the 
London production. They'd prob- 











ably include story and players. 


2 More Iridie Prods. 


+ First disclosure of a loss since 


|the war’s end by the production- 
| distribution end of a major com- 
| pany was made this week by RKO 
|in a report filed with the Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission. In 

1947, RKO’s picture subsid dipped 
into the red for a total of $3,556,- 
140 on domestic distribution, it is 
disclosed. At the same time, the 
theatre wing brought in profits of 
$7,023,134. 

Remarkable rally staged by the 
distribution outfit during the early 
months of the current year is high- 
lighted by the SEC report. Of the 
first-quarter net totaling $1,345,- 
327, RKO distributing crashed 
through the red with a net profit 
of $500,000. It represents an up- 
swing’ in distrib net revenue of 
$1,000,000, or more, over the quar- 
ter preceding. 

RKO theatre chain grossed $45,- 
087,661 in admissions, report re- 
veals, while film rentals amounted 
to $73,463,097. Other income 
brought the grand total to $123,- 
109,047. The 1947 theatre take 
was slightly off from the $46,673.- 
540 which the circuit garnered in 
46. Despite the loss in distribu- 
tion, the basic gross rentals were 
considerably up from the 1946 
te tal of $46,070,210. 

With divestiture of partnership 
theatre ‘oldings threatened in the 
Government anti-trust suit, profits 
taken by the company from jointly 
held ho:ises are significant. Their 
total came to $577,466 for the year. 
Biggest chunk was derived from 
RKO’s 50% interest in Trenton- 
New Brunswick Theatres, amount- 
ing to $150,000. SKE Operating, 
Ltd., brought in $107,000 and Col- 
orado Orpheum Co., $45,000. 

_Top paid exec among officer- 
directors of the parent org was 
Ned E. Depinet, executive veepee, 
who copped $107,550 for the year. 
N. Peter Rathvon, RKO prexy, was 
close behind with $107,070, trailed 
by Malcolm Kingsberg, theatre 

(Continued on page 22) 


U.S. Product Deals 
Force Korda to Sign 
For 3d British Studio 


London, June 8. 

Pressed to boost his production 
capacity because of a number of 
joint picture deals with American 
companies, Sir Alexander Korda is 
closing a longterm lease for the 
British National studios at Boreham 
Wood. Completion of the deal will 
give the head of British Lion three . 
lots for his film-making activities. 
Korda already operates Shepper- 
ton and Isleworth studios. 

Korda is dealing with the diree- 
torate of British National, consist- 
ing of Sir Henry Richardson, Lady 
and G. M. Yule. Recently, Herbert 
Wilcox dickered for the lot but 
that project fell through. 

Korda needs the space because 
of his commitments to David O. 
Selznick for four co-produced films 
and to Samuel Goldwyn for one. 
He is also tied to 20th-Fox on a 
straight distribution ticket with the 
latter handling U. S. release of an 
indeterminate number of Korda’s 
pix. 


COLUMBIA TO PRODUCE 
ANOTHER IN BRITAIN 


Joseph Friedman, Columbia Pic- 
tures chief in England, deferred 
his return to London to huddle in 
New York with Joseph A. McCon- 
ville, Columbia International prez, 
on Anglo-American financial af- 
fairs and British production plans. 
'Col execs have agreed to turn out 
another film in England, although 
story and cast are not set as yet. 

Initial film produced in England, 
“The First Gentleman,” is slated 
for fall release in the U. S. Pie 
was directed by Cavalcanti, and 
stars Jean-Pierre Aumont, John 
Hopkins and Cecil Parker. It was 
adapted from Norman Ginsbury’s 
play in which Robert Morley 
starred. ; P 
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Rushing 


Pix, Creates New 


Film industry is again bedeviled¢— 


by an acute scarcity of raw stock. 
The pinch on print materials which 
eropped up intermittently during 
the war and the period immediate- 
ly following has now grown to 
the point where major film com- 
panies have been forced to cut 
the number of 35m prints. Scarcity 
is even worse on 16m stock, with 
company officials describing the 
situation as “murderous.” 

One company which ordinarily 
consumes 1,000,000 feet of raw 
stock weekly has been cut by 50°7 
on its 35m requirements. Both 
Technicolor and Cinecolor print 
supplies have also slowed down 
considerably in the past couple 
of months. On narrow-gauge stock 
the labs are allocating a certain 
footage to each company. 

Terrific boost in print require- 
ments of companies pushing prod- 
uc‘ into Britain is believed to be 


the big reason for the latest short- | 


age. With a June 14 deadline set 
by the Anglo-American peace ac- 
cord as the date when Yank pix 
can move freely into England, all 
companies have been building up 
large backlogs of prints for ship- 
ment there. 

Ordinarily, print requirements 
for the British market would be 
filled in England after the nega- 
~tive was shipped overseas. How- 
ever, cu_rent facilites in Britain, 
already taxed by the demands of 
native filmmakers, are insufficient 
to meet the sudden accelerated de- 
mand. Hence, American distribs 
are doing their printing here. 

Stockpiling by the Government 
is said to be a second factor. With 
the armed services planning a tre- 
mendous production of training 
films and other branches of the 
Government requiring healthy 
chunks of rawstock, Federal buy- 
‘ing of rawstock has hit a peace- 
time peak. 

Company execs say the pinch 
was first felt two months ago. 
Since then, it’s grown increasingly 
acute. 


YATES’ REP. BUY TOPS 
INSIDER TRANSACTIONS 


Washington, June 8. 

The month ending April 10 saw 
a fair amount of insider transac- 
tions in motion picture stocks, 
topped by buys of Herbert J. Yates, 
according to the report released by 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission last week. 

Yates, Republic president, 
bought 22,387 shares of the com- 
pany’s 50c par common, to boost 
his holdings to 73,687. The report 
disclosed also that in February he 
had purchased an additional 12,895 
shares of Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Industries, Inc., lifting his to- 
tal in that firm to 20,885. 

There was an unusual amount of 
trading in Trans-Lux Corp dollar 
par common during the period. 
Norman Elson bought 2,000 shares, 
upping his total to 2,900. A. D. 
Erickson purchased 800 shares to 
go to a total of 1,400. Emil Fried- 
lander sold 500, dropping to 2,000. 
and Percival E. Furber purchased 
1,000, giving him 2,800 shares at 
the end of the period. Aguila Giles 
bought 700 shares, giving him 900 
altogether, while Edwin G. Lau- 
der, Jr., unloaded 5,000, but still 
retained 5,000. J. Whitney Peter- 
son bought 500, and now has 2.000. 

Wilfred J. Eadie, who had held 
exactly one share of 20th-Fox no 
par common, bought another 100 
during the month. Donald A. 
Henderson also bought 100, giving 
him 110 shares of 20th. 

A transaction of last February 
in which Austin C. Keough sold 
1,000 shares of Paramount $1 com- 
mon was also reported during the 
month. Keough kept only 500 
shares. In a series of three trans- 
actions, Norton V. Hitchey sold 
1,800 shares of his Monogram 
common, but retained 5,984 shares. 
Loew’s, Inc., steadily buying in on 
Loew’s Boston Theatre, managed 
to pick up another 71 shares in 
the month. It now owns 123.104 
shares of the corporation. Jack 
Cohn unloaded 500 shares of Co- 
lumbia common which he had held 
through a trust. Abraham Mon- 
tague sold 300 shares of his com- 
mon stock holdings in the com- 
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O’Dwyer Aide to Talk 
Eastern Prod. at AMPA 


Judge Edward C. Maguire, co- 
ordinator of Mayor William F. 
O’Dwyer’s film committee, will be | 
the gue.t speaker at the 32nd an- | 
nual installation luncheon for of- | 
ficers of the Assn. of Motion Pic- 


ture Advertisers at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., June 
Youngstein. Eagle Lion pub-ad 


chieftain, who was recently elected 
AMPA prexy, will head the roster 
‘ef officers to be installed. | 
| Maguire plans to outline his | 
committee’s progress in promoting | 
‘eastern film production, and will | 
'give a detailed report on studio 
if ilities in the New York area. 


‘‘Blandings’ Playdating 
Can’t Pace With ‘Dream | 
House’ Bldg. Ballyhoo 


Selznick Releasing Organization's 
‘exploitation stunt of erecting 
/model homes to plug “Mr. Bland- 
|ings Builds His Dream House” has 
'mushroomed so unexpectedly that | 
|it’s creating a considerable prob- 
llem in booking the film. SRO’s 
‘aim is to take advantage of the 
'publicity by dating the pic a week 
‘or so after the “dream house” 
i\opens in each city. Because of 
‘building difficulties making it fre- 
| quently impossible to predict ex- 


'actly when a house will be finished, 
| Sales department is finding it hard 
'to tell when to take dates. 

“Dream house” idea has even 
surprised SRO flacks in the amount 
‘of free plugging it has accounted 
|for. Ford Motor Car Co., for in- 
|stance, is posting 24-sheets tieing 
j}up with the film in large areas for 
ithe privilege of having its new 
| model in “dream house” garages. 
| Likewise, electric power and tele- 
phone companies have been stuf- 
fing their bill envelopes with plugs 
for their exhibitions in the houses 
\(and, incidentally, for the film). 
| Stunt is undoubtedly one of the 
largest of its kind ever pulled off. 
There were houses going up in 62 
cities at last count. Most of them 
are being raffled off for local char- 
ities, which accounts for additional 
newspaper space. Builders bear 
the whole cost of erection, only 
charge on SRO being organiza- 
tional overhead. 


Theatre Mgrs. Guild Files — 
Vs. RKO in Pact Tiff 


Charging RKO Theatres Corp. 
with refusal to negotiate a new 
union contract, Motion Picture 
Theatre Operating Managers: & 
Ass't Managers Guild filed formal | 
charges against the company yes- | 
terday (Tues.) before the New 
York State Labor Relations Board. 
George Dunn, managers guild prez, 
alleged the company was using the 
Taft-Hartley law improperly in 
trying to duck out of signing a 
new pact covering 130 managers 
in the circuit’s 42 theatres in the 
New York city and Westchester 
county area. 

RKO broke off talks with the 
guild several months ago on 
grounds that managers, as super- 
visory personnel, were no longer 
eligible for union organization. The 
guild’s previous two-year pact with 
RKO exp.red April 15. 


| Par’s Buy-Ins 
Continued from page 3 


stock holdings are worth $14,- 

Stock-buys suddenly dropped to 
zero following the May 3 high 
court ukase. In all of May, Par 
picked up a total of 8,700 shares 
against an average of 50,000 for 
the preceding months. 

Avowed purpose of the stock 
acquisitions was to enable Par to 
offer its shares in return for the- 
atre interests of its partners. When 
the Supreme Court nixed the 95% 
—5% rule of the statutory court, 
it held that any joint holdings 
which violated monopoly laws 
must be dissolved by sale of the 
major company’s interest. 
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Raibourn to Address N.J. 
Exhibs on Theatre Tele 


Pauli Raibourn, Paramount vee- 
pee who supervises company’s tele- 
vision activities among other 
chores, has accepted an invitation 
to speak before the annual conven- 


tion of New Jersey Allied in Deal | 


June 28. Raibourn'’s subject wili 
be the effect of television on small 
theatres. 

Number of other film biggies 
will attend the confab which runs 
from June 28-30. 





SP@s Showdown 
With N.Y. Majors 


Screen Publicists Guild of New 
York, taking a cue from the cur- 
rent scuffle between the Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild and United Artists over a 
new union contract, is getting set 


| for a life-or-death battle to stay as 
'rep for the 450 flacks in the ma- 
Like SOPEG, | 
SPG has refused to file anti-Com- | 
| munist affidavits under the Taft- 
| Hartley law. 
| be denied protection of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board dur- | 


jors’ homeoffices. 


As a result, it will 


ing new pact talks with the ma- 
jors slated to open next month, 
prior to expiration of the old con- 
tracts on Sept. 27. 

The film companies, as_ fore- 
shadowed by UA’s policy, are tak- 
ing a flat stand against negofiating 
with any union failing to comply 
with Government regulations. With 
both SPG and SOPEG remaining 
adamant in their positions, a show- 
down between the guilds and man- 
agement is held to be a certain de- 
velopment during the next couple 
of months. Preliminary skirmish- 
es have already taken place in the 


form of SOPEG picket lines at the 
|Globe and Mayfair theatres on 


Broadway where UA releases are 
being shown. 

Meanwhile, white collarite Lo- 
cal H-63, International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, which 
moved into UA over SOPEG’s jur- 
isdiction, is continuing to press for 
an early union shop election un- 
der NLRB auspices. Preliminary 
talks between Local H-63, UA 
execs and NLRB officer Arthur 
Younger are set for tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Currently, neither union 
has legal status at UA. 


Operating under its present 
contract, SPG is continuing to 
press for salary increases for its 
members. Under a wage reopening 
clause, wage tilts ranging from 
$5.50 to $20 were awarded to 50 
Warner Bros. publicists by an ar- 
bitration beard on Monday (7). 
Similar arbitrations between SPG 
and Paramount and RKO are now 
under way. 





Columbia, SPG Settle Up 


Hollywoed, June 8. 
War between Columbia and the 
Screen Publicists Guild ended with 


invitations to four discharged flacks | 


to return to work. Two of them, 
Frank Daugherty and Don Bouty- 


ette, accepted the invitation; two | 
and Chip | 


more, John Strauss 
Clearly, refused to go back. 
Studio also agreed not to fire any 
more publicists until the expiration 
of the current SPG contract. After 
that, there may be more warfare. 


Transatlantic Sets 
Golding as Press Aide 


David Golding, who resigned 
last week as American press liai- 
son in London for Sir Alexander 
Korda, will be British press con- 
tact for Alfred Hitchcock-Sidney 
Bernstein’s Transatlantic indie 
unit. Transatlantic will send “Un- 
der Capricorn,’ Ingrid Bergman- 





| Starrer, before the cameras in Eng- 


land this summer. Liaison with 
the American press for the unit 
will be named in New York within 
the next few days. 


Hitchcock, who arrived in the 
U. S. over the weekend, planes 
from New York to the Coast today 
(Wednesday). He'll be there about 
two or three weeks, shooting back- 
grounds for “Capricorn” and mak- 
ing a trailer for “Rope,” which he 
recently completed for Warner 
Bros. release. Miss Bergman will 
accompany him when he returns to 
Britain. 

Hitchcock disclosed in New York 
that he would make “Capricorn” 
with much the same technioue as 
“Rope,” by which lengthy se- 
quences are shot without cuts. 


Under 5006-Budset Pix Would 
Get EL Busheroo; Seek Top Indies 





In ‘Bootleg’ 16m Dates 
Charged with criminal infringe- 
‘ment of copyrights on four films, 
| Henry L. Brook and Joseph Al- 
| bino this week entered a not guilty 
'plea in Brooklyn Federal district 
icourt before Judge Harold M. Ken- 
| nedy. Indictment of Brook and 
| Albino was handed down May 27 
las a result of the drive currentiy 
being conducted by the FBI against 
unauthorized 16m film showing in 
the U. S. 

Prosecution claims that de- 
rented Columbia's 





| fendants 

“Gilda,” 20th-Fox’s 
| Heaven.” Metro’s “Bad Bascomb” 
‘and Republic’s “Murder in the 
| Music Hall.” 





‘Artkino Sues to Halt 
An Allegedly Reedited 
Russ-Made Pic in U. S. 


Another anti-Soviet film became 
the subject of court litigation last 
week when Artkino Pictures, dis- 
trib of Russian-made films in. the 
U. S.. filed action in the N. Y. 
supreme court to restrain 
|Classies from distribuiing “Will It 
| Happen Again?” 
that the pic unauthorizedly mcludes 
| insertions of newsreel 
'made in the Soviet Union. 

Gist of the complaint is that 
Artkino is sele distrib in the U. S. 
'for all Russian-made footage and 
| that no seenes shot there can be 





linserted without its consent. No | 
/money damages are sought. 

| “Happen,” currently at the 
|Rialto, N. Y., is a compilation of 


‘newsreels and captured German 
‘footage revolving around the home- 
‘life of Adolf Hitler with a last- 
jreal slap at the Soviets. “The 
{Iron Curtain,” 20th-Fox’s leadoff 
'anti-Russe opus, is also on the re- 
lceiving end of litigation based on 
ithe claim that its music was bor- 
rowed from Soviet composers 
without their okay. 

Attempt of the four Russ com- 
posers to block “Curtain” took a 


Koch denied the quartet's applica- 
tion for a temporary injunction. 
Court declared the music is in the 
public domain and enjoys no copy- 
right protection. He also nixed 
the contention that 20th was vio- 
lating authors’ moral rights. 

Dmitri Shostakovich, Aram 
Khatchaturian, Serge Prokofieff 
and Nicolai Miaskovsky are in- 
volved in the action. Decision is 
not expected to foreclose Artkino 
since that outfit claims contractual 
rights in the U. S. 


Allied-TOA 


Continued from page 3 


1948, an Allied official indicated. 
“No one is being sandbagged,” it’s 
Said, but a raft of inquiries in un- 
organized sectors have been for- 
warded to the regionals for action. 

‘ Expansion Move 

With 18 theatre groups now af- 
filiated with National Allied, im- 
mediate goal has been set at 21 
units. First campaigns are plan- 
ned in the northwest and the 
Georgia and South Carolina areas. 
Wherever the PCCITO isn’t active 
in the west, Allied intends to move 

















in. 

Allied drive is regarded as in- 
evitably leading to a struggle with 
TOA which is also hot after mem- 
bers. First battle of that kind re- 
cently flared in St. Loufs where 
Andy Dietz, former secretary of 
TOA in St. Leuis, has been taken 
on by Allied to break ground for 
that org. Dietz is invading the 
home territory of Fred Wehren- 
berg, board chairman of TOA and 
head of the Missouri Theatre Own- 
ers Assn. 

Tied to the fight is the vet un- 
charted results of the Guanes 
anti-trust action. Allied claims 
credit for persuading the Dept. of 
Justice to bring the initial action 
and is the strongest proponent of 
theatre divorcement. TOA, on the 
other hand, doesn’t favor judicial 
axing of theatres and entered the 
suit only to oppose competitive 
bidding. If the decree’s results 
are favorable to indie exhibs. Al- 
lied stands to gain. If it doesn’t, 
TOA will gain the political capital. 





“Leave Her to: 


Film | 
Artkino claims | 


footage 


setback this week when N. Y. su-|, 
preme court justice Edward R. 


Major shift in Eagle Lion’s pro- 
duction program, which would see 


that fail to scale the $500,000 
marker, is a probable as a result 
of recent studio huddles. The 
switch is tentatively set to take ef- 
fect at the beginning of the year. 
It includes within it plans for a 
strong drive to increase substan- 
tially the number of top indie pro- 
ducers releasing through the com- 
pany. 

Biueprint would have EL con- 
centrate on expiocitation pix, rang- 
ing from $500.000-$750,000. while 
films running into bigger figures 
would be farmed out to indies 
working on the lot. EL has been 
highly successful with pix such as 
“Red Stallion” and “T-Men.” 
which fall within the first bracket. 
_Arthur Krim, EL prexy, and his 
chief production aide, Aubrey 
Schenck, would supervise both 
| homemade films and those handled 
_ by outsiders. 

Number of ace indie film-makers 
have approached the company on 
distribution tieups similar to that 
(now existing between EL and 
|; Walter Wanger. Plan, as now en- 
‘ visaged, calls for deals only where 
EL is able to acquire a piece of the 
film fhrough either bankrolling or 
ithe granting of studio facilities. 
(In the latter instance, company 
wants to carry studio overhead and 
print costs in lieu of actual cash 
advances. 

The changeover would be a 
drastic one for EL since it is cur- 
rently turning out a sizable block 
|of low-budgeters along with more 
|expensive product. It inherited a 
|; program of cheapies when it ab- 
sorbed the PRC production unit 
jlast year. The swing to higher- 





| priced product is being hypoed by 
(a strong lineup of British releases 
|which the company is obtaining 
from J. Arthur Rank. 

Of the 25 films now completed 


| but unreleased or in work, 11 are 
|partnership ventures with indie 
| producers. These include five 


which Wanger plans to make with- 
in the year. Others are “Twelve 
Against the Underworld,” “Let's 
| Live a Little,” “Hollow Triumph,” 
'“Northwest Stampede,” “The Big 
Cat” and “These Were My Orders.” 











Continued from page 5 


Fox board finally gave its approval 
to the setup after a personal ap- 
pearance before it by Rank earlier 
this spring. Skouras reportedly will 
huddle with Rank’s exhibition 
execs on the working out of this 
arrangement. 

Cut in playing time allotted U.S. 
‘films by Rank is thought by Yank 


'distribs to be tied up with the 


exhibitor quota law now pending 
in Britain. It has been reported 
that the figure to be fixed will 
provide that theatres must play 
domestic product as much as 45° 
or 50° of the available screen 
time. 

Quota is now 17!2°%, with more 
| than a quarter of all exhibs in de- 
fault on it, according to latest 
statistics, because there weren't 
enough British pix to fill the time. 
However, although there are no 
signs of it yet, it is apparently 
heped by the British that they can 
up production to meet the new 
quota. The aliernatives are to 
shade down the figure, overiook 
the defaults (as has been done in 
the past) or go big for domestic 
reissues, which is hardly profitable. 

Booked 6 Months Ahead 

Scarcity of playdates allotted by 
Rank for the rest of 1948 is said 
due to the fact that, under the 
British system of booking six 
months ahead, most of the screen 
time is filled. 

Playing” time designations for 
next year will permit distribution 
of only about one-fourth of the 
American pix released in England 
in the past. Ordinarily, Yank 
a send over everything they 
ave, 

As it is, in addition to the two 
Rank circuits, the only outlet for 
American films is the Associated 
British Circuit, which uses Metro 
and Warner Bros. product. 

The lockout by Rank is, of 
course, very serious to UA and Col. 
They formerly got more than 20% 
of their total film rentals from 
Britain and, if unable to jimmy 
open a crack in Rank’s asbestos 
curtain, will suffer heavily. 





the junking of all low-budget pix 
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Compromise by Reducing Rentals 
1 Way to Liquidate Pix on Shelves 


Confronted with growing 
hibitor resistance against high film 
rentals in a period of slumping 
boxoffice grosses, most of the 
major distibs have begun to re- 
duce their rental demands. The 
majors have found that deference 
to exhib demands for lower ren- 
tals is the only way to liquidate 
bookings on the super-budgeters 
still on their shelves. 

Fight between theatre operators 
and distribs over rentals, which 
has always been an integral part | 
of the industry, reached its peak 
during the last several months. 
With production costs still high 
and the foreign market - still 
snafued despite settlement of the | 
British tax problem, the majors be- | 
lieve they’re entitled to top rentals 
as the only way to recoup their in- 
vestments. Exhibs, on the other 
hand, have complained vociferous- 
ly that, with the boxoffice in a 
slump, they can’t pay the same 
terms they did in recent years. 

That a reduction in rental de- 
mands may eventually pay off 
evon for distribs has already been 
supported by the recent sales rec- 
ord of 20th-Fox. Heading into the 
Andy Smith anniversary _ sales 
drive last month, 20th found itself 
with several unliquidated pix on 
its hands, including such heavy- 
budgeters as “Captain from Cas- 
tile’”’ and “Nightmare Alley.” 
With the drive now only a week 
old, the company has already 
chalked up more bookings for this 
month than for any previous June 
in its history. Much of the suc- 
cess of the drive is believed direct- 
lv attributable to the fact that 20th _ 
has trimmed its rental demand. 


Sliding Scales 

Survey of the major sales chiefs 
reveals that the establishment of 
a sliding scale may be the only 
alternative to reduced _ rentals. 
Metro sales veepee William F.| 
Rodgers has laid constant stress 
on scale selling, claiming such a 
system lets each picture stand or 
fall on its own merits and so is 
most equitable to all concerned. 
As a result, Metro’s rentals have 
continued strong, despite the gen- 
eral dip in theatre receipts. 7 


Distrib toppers report they'll 
continue to exact rentals as high | 
as 50% on their top product from | 
time to time. Unlike the practice 
of last year, however, when such | 
demands went out to the field in| 
blanket orders from the home- 
office, top rentals henceforth will | 
be determined only after each pic+ 
ture is given test engagements. In 
that way, the sales chiefs feel, their 
field men will have definite results 
with which to back up their pitch 
to exhibs. | 
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Paul White Into Shorts 


Paul White, former European 
representative for Selznick Releas- 
ing Organization, has gone into 
shorts production in New York. 


|He has set up headquarters at the 


Movietone News studios under the 
of Paul White Productions 
Inc. 5 

Slate for current seasons calls 
for 13 human interest briefies on 


; peopies of the Pacific titied “This 


Is Your World.” William Winter 
will direct and narrate. It is ex- 
pected to have the first three ready 
by July. Charles R. Senf, former- 


ily on the Selznick technical staff, 
'is supervising film editor. 





Mass Sales Meets 


In Economy Move 


Mass sales meetings of the ma- 
jor film 
ently become victims of the indus- 


try’s retrenchment policy. Unwill- | 


ing to foot the expense of round- 
ing up their total sales forces for 
the onee-standard week-long shin- 
dig, the majors have now em- 


barked on a policy of holding re- | 
gional meets periodically through- | 


out the country. In that way only 


ithe sales manager and one of two 


of his homeoffice assistants do the 
traveling. 


Survey of the major distribs re- | 
veals that the only occasion for a | 
mass sales meet in the immediate | 


future will be a final briefing to 


all staffers on the Supreme Court’s | 


anti-trust decision. Since the nu- 
ances of the decision have not yet 
been sufficiently clarified by any 


|of the companies’ legalites, such 


a meet isn’t looked for until late 
fall or winter. Even then, the pos- 
sibility that the statutory court, 
to which the decree has been re- 
turned, might institute further 
changes in sales procedures is ex- 
(Continued on page 22) 


INTERSTATE STALLING 
ON DALLAS TELE BID 


Second-thought department has 
apparently already begun to take 
hold in the rash of enthusiasm by 
film interests-to get into television. 
Initial instance of a backing away 








} 
| 


|in favor of those in outlying areas | 
has picked up again at an alarming | 
circuit | 


| 


{ 
‘ 


| 


'automobile—a point made evident 








FILM BIZ CHASED TO SUBURBS 


CONGESTION GUES 
‘DEGENTRALIZING 


Theatre audiences are “decen- 
tralizing.” Halted by the war, the 





trend away from midtown houses 


rate, according to major 
execs. Similar move from city to 
suburbs is a notable current phe- 
nomenon not only in films, but of 
the entire retail business. | 


Back of the shift, it’s said, is the | 


mushrooming | 


by the _ present 


| growth of the drive-in. Aside from | 
|actual auto theatres, however, audi- | 





ences are favoring those where | 


they can park the family con- | 
veyance conveniently close-by and | 
for free. 

Central areas Of most cities have 
now become so congested with | 
traffic and so troublesome to get) 


| to that the natural tendency of the | 


| potential 
| other way. 


patron is to aim the} 
As a result, he heads 


| for a nearby house to which he can | 


Bow to Regionals 


the suburban theatre | 
which offers parking space; or a} 
drive-in. 


walk: or 


jannounced by video producer Ben 


20th-Fox Preps Special TV Film 
Prod. Unit in Bid for Leadership 


* Out to take the lead among ma- 
jor film companies in television 
activities, 20th-Fox is preparing to 
enter a new phase of the business 
with the establishment of a special 
film production unit for TV work 
exclusively at.the Fox Movietone 
studios, N. Y. Unit will be pre- 
pared to make any kind of film 
for tele on assignment from broad- 
casters ‘r ad agencies, according 
to 20 tele production director Peter 
Levathes. 


Entry into production of films 
especially for tele gives 20th a toe- 
hold in four separate phases of the 
industry and -points up the bullish 
opinion regarding TV of prexy 
Spyros Skouras. The first and only 
one of the major companies to pro- 
duce a daily newsreel for video, 
20th also now has three tele sta- 
tion permits pending before the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion and is currently working to 
put its theatre tele system on a 
commercial basis. 


Since the company “is in the 


Be L racy t Strotz business of making pictures,” 


Continuing its fight to ban un- Lévathes said, the tele film unit 





Finney’s Video Pix 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Plans for 52 video features of 
27-minute length each, to be re- 
leased on basis of one a week, are 


Finney. Initialler rolls Aug. 1, 
with Finney planning to make two 
pix weekly for following 26 weeks. 

First 26 will include 13 Robert 
Louis Stevenson narratives. Fin- 
ney will produce on Hal Roach lot. 
No sponsor is set. 


Unauthorized TV 
Theatres Would 





companies have appar- | 





ifrom ee Deny —— of show biz, 

jafter making a lunge at it, is the 
$10,000,000 IN PIX | 
BEFORE U-I CAMERAS 


| withdrawal by the Interstate Cir- 
Hollywood, June 8. 


cuit, of Texas, of its plans for a 
TV ‘station in Dallas. 

Bob O'Donnell, Interstate top- 
per. is understood to have taken 


Exhibition execs view this as a 
technological development inher- 
ent in the growth of cities and one 
that can’t be stayed. It’s a trend, 
however, they declare, that must 


| bookings. 


|to be met next year or the year 


| after, they say, as the automobile | 


population grows. 
High Admissions Factor Also 
The trend away from center-city 


theatres has reached its peak in| 
New York, one exhib topper de- | 


| clared, but the downbeat of Broad- 


| flected to a lesser extent in first- 
'runs throughout the country. He 
| added that high admission prices 
in the downtown houses were prob- 
ably a contributing factor to the 
“decentralization” move. 


Trend to the community thea- 
tre and drive-in, it is said, has al- 
ready reached worrisome propor- 
tions for owners of mid-city houses 
and threatens, within a couple 
years, to become alarming. What’s 
kept the development from getting 
more attention is the multiplicity 
of other problems faced by the 
house operators, who are, in many 
cases, the major companies. Faced 
with the bigger headache of a 
Supreme Court decision which 
;might cause them to lose their 
| theatres altogether, they haven’t 
‘had time to worry about lesser 
trends. 


| The flock of anti-trust suits, 
{major and minor, in the past 
couple years, has also contributed 
_to a ducking of the “decentraliza- 
| tion” problem by the major com- 
|panies. Since meeting the trend 
/of patronage away from the down- 
/town filmeries involves shortening 
first-runs, higher rentals in the 





With four pix now lensing and a second look at the cost sheet for nabes and many other problems 
three more due to start by next erection and operation of a station | which are almost automatically be- 


Tuesday (15), 


of films before the cameras. 
Current quarter of 


ured it would set back the circuit 


Universal-Interna- and decided “not yet.” O’Donnell’s | ing taken care of by the anti-trust 
tional will have $10,000,000 worth enthusiasm cooled when he fig- decisions, 


the “decentralization” 
|activity is actually only getting 


“Family ;at least $500,000 for the original | secondary attention from major 


Honeymoon,” “Countess of Monte installation, plus upwards of $100,- | execs. 


Cristo.” “The O’Flynn” and “You 000 a year—for an indeterminate | 


Gotta Stay Happy” will be joined 
by “Mexican Hayride,” “Black 
Velvet” and “Criss Cross.” 


Five Exhib-Chiseling 





Providence, R. I., June 8. 

Five separate percentage-chisel- 
ing suits involving five majors and 
four New England theatres el 
been ended in federal court here | 
upon filing of stipulations in each | 
case that the defendant exhibitors 
paid up all amounts due. The. 
plaintiff distributors moved that | 
the cases be dismissed. 

Companies bringing the actions 
were Paramount, Loew's, 20th-Fox, | 
RKO and Warners. Defendants in) 
the suits were the Palace, Gem and 
Thornton theatres in Arctic, R. L..' 


and Weymouth theatre in Wey- | 


mouth, Mass. 


atm renee ee -~ 


number of years—for operation. 
Interstate exec, it is understood, 

feels that the prospect of a payo 

on the huge investment is so far in 


the future that the chain could bet- | houses, 


iter put the money to use elsewhere. | building in proportion to that from 
Another factor in the withdrawal | the 


Suits Dropped in Prov. of the application, it is thought, ! gates also, 


however, may result from the an-/ ways retain their advertising and 


nounced intention of the Federal 
(Continued on page 22) 


A.C.’s Tele Theatre 


Atlantic City, June 8. 





A television theatre is planned | 


for this summer at the Steel Pier’s 
Ocean theatre, formerly devoted to 
motion pictures. 

It will have a screen comparable 
in size to the average pic-house 
screen.. Pians also call for a sim- 
ilar setup on Hamid’s pier, which 
will be the site of an International 
Exposition scheduled to open 
June 26. 


Midtown runs still account, of 
/ course, for the largest portion of 
_ overall film rentals. New. trend is 
noticeable, however, in that the ra- 
,tio of income from _ outlying 
including the drive-ins, is 
first-runs, The center-city 
it is figured, will al- 


publicity value, so that even if the 
runs are getting shorter and less 
profitable at the b.o. they retain a 
great deal of importance for other 


reasons. 








Other TV News 


Where the accent is on Pic- 
tures-Television, those stories 
are departmentalized on this 
page. 

Attention is also drawn to 
other special TV stories in the 
Radio Dept., pages 28-29. 





a ee 


be met with new thinking on the | 
relationships of theatres, runs and | 
If it'# not butted head- | 
on this year, it will certainly have | 


way business compared with that | 
of the nabes in the territory is re- | 


authorized theatre television pick- | Will serve basically as an adjunct 
| ups of its TV programs, NBC al- | to 20th’s regular functions. He 
-ready has selected a radio prece- | declined to estimate production 
| dent to back its claims that such |costs of such pix, declaring that 
| pickups would represent “piracy” | “vould depend obviously on the 
| if the situation is ever brought to |type of show wanted, how much 
court, of the footage could be recruited 
In his first press interview tak- from the Movietone film library 
ing over as the web's tele chief, |@%4 how much had to be lensed 
NBC veepee Sidney N. Strotz re- fresh, as well as the caliber of tal- 
called last week that a competing |¢t used. He added, however, that’ 
AM station in Pittsburgh once had a hopes to work out an arrange- 
|attempted to pick up and rebroad- | ment different from the usual cost- 
‘cast baseball games aired by NBC’s | Plus basis. 
-KDKA. Web, claiming the other | . Twentieth expects to retain full 
station had invaded its copyright, |Tights to most of the TV pix, Le- 
took the case to court, where it | V@thes said, and will license them 
was decided in NBC’s favor. for use by broadcasters, same as 
Strotz. predicted “tremendous |the company books and distributes 
possibilities” for theatre tele but tS regular theatrical product. 
declared that “nobody will televise | There’s no way of determining yet 
a fight or the conventions or any how much of the production cost 
NBC shows into theatres. without | Will be passed on to the sponsor 
he said, no theatre operators have |Tights. That, according to Levathes, 
sought that permission. He re- |!5 something that must be worked 
vealed that NBE€ has granted an out through negotiation as well as 
okay to Paramount to transcribe |¢XPerience. On certain  assign- 
the web’s live shows on its film |™Ments, he pointed out, it’s obvious 
recording system. That’s been | that 20th will turn over all rights 
done only for test purposes, he | ‘9 the purchaser of the films. 
said, and Par has no permission| Company is also prepared joint- 
to transmit the resultant films onto |!y to tackle programming ideas 
its theatre screens. with ad agencies or clients, Le- 


20TH WANTS CITIZEN [ie tbmision te sents. 
PROOF ON VIDEO BID 


for submission to agencies. He 

claimed that 20th’s film library is 

the largest in the world, which 

would make the company especial- 

Letter has gone out from 20tir ly well-equipped to turn out inex- 
Fox to all company stockholders to 
determine whether they are Amer- 
ican citizens. Seems that the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 








pensive tele film packages. Le- 
vathes emphasized, however, that 
both broadcasters and agencies 
still had to revise upwards their 
thinking on program costs before 
20th could afford to enter the busi- 
ness on a paying basis. 


KAHN INTO FULLTIME 
FOX TELE OPERATION 


_ Twentieth-Fox took its first step 
in preparation for television sta- 
tion operation this week with the 
assignment of Irving B. Kahn, 
heretofore radio publicity man- 
ager, to work full time in tele. 
Under present plans, the com- 
pany’s station operations will be 





| refuses to grant a television per- 
mit to any corporation unless at 
| least 75% of the stockholders are 
citizens. With 20th applying for 
tele grants in San Francisco, Bos- 
ton and Seattle, it requested its 
shareholders to mail in answers to 
the query immediately. 

In a letter signed by prexy 
Spyros Skouras accompanying the 
question, 20th pointed out that 
“your company has no doubt that 
this is so (that 75% are U. S. citi- 
zens) because less than 1% of the 
stockholders live abroad, but the 
FCC procedures require more pos- 
itive proof.” Letter stressed that 





“ot : supervised b “ ” 
failure to reply may deprive your Recetas” Mt igs, Mode pn 
company of opportunities in the operations director Kah ‘ 

television broadcast field.” 7 : ahn_ will 


work directly under him as TV sta- 
tions and programming manager, 
although the title hasn’t been 
definitely set yet. Peter Levathes, 
shorts subjects sales manager, will 
continue as chief of 20th’s tele pro- 
duction department. 

Kahn’s successor in the radio 
publicity department hasn't yet 
been determined, according to ad- 
pub chief Charles Schlaifer. 


$450,006 Loss in 2 Texas Fires 
Longview, Texas, June 8. 
Texas theatre here destroyed by 
fire in the biggest blaze in local 
history with damage of $350,000. 
At Cameron, the Milam also was 
destroyed in a blaze that did an 
estimated $100,000 damage to busi- 
ness section. 





Pine-Thomas to Make 
3 A’s Yearly for Par 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Pine-Thomas will keep on mak- 
ing pictures for Paramount, but not 
the modest-budgeters they have 
been turning out for eight years, 
numbering 52 in all. Their new 
contract calls for three “A” pro- 
ductions annually, starting with 
“El Paso,” in color. 

The two Bills still have one low- 
budgeter to deliver under the old 
pact. Their decision to go in for 
“A” productions exclusively was 
the result of their success with 
“Albuquerque,” filmed last year. 
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Lana-Gable Brighten LA. Lush At 
$66,000; Coroner’ Rugged at $37,000, 
Too Few ‘With It’ 306, Waltz’ 406, 2d 


Los Angeles, June 8. 





Major attention this week is go- | 


ing to “Homecoming,” which kicked | 
eff to a strong opening. Looks big 
$66,000 in three theatres for this 
Turner-Gable_ starrer. “Coroner 
Creek” shapes to do good $37,000 
in six houses, mostly small-seaters. 
“Are You With It,” in five loca- 
tions, likely will be only passably 





okay $30,000. 

“Stand-In” and “Foreign Corre- 
spondent,” reissue combo, will hit | 
medium but profitable $19,500 in 
four small houses. 

“Fort Apache” and “Emperor 
Waltz” are leading the holdovers, | 
being strong for post-holiday week, 
each in two spois. Each picture will 
land near $46,000 in second frames. 
“Silver River” is down to $24,000} 
in third session for three situa-| 
tions. } 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont ‘FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “My | 
Dog Rusty” (Col). Nice $4,000. Last | 
week, “Raw Deal” (EL) and “As-| 
signed to Danger” (EL) (2d wk-4) 
days), $2,300. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Biumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—“Stand- 
In” (Indie) and “Foreign Corre-| 
spondent” (Indie) (reissues). Oke 
$3,500. Last week, “Four Faces 
West” (UA) (2d wk), $2,200. 

Carthay Circle FWC) (1,518; 
60-$1)——‘All My Sons” ‘U) and “Ar- 
thur Takes Over” (20th) ‘m.o.). 
Light $3,000 on 6 days. Last week, 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col) (3d wk), $3,700. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,648; 
60-$1)—“Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Counterfeiters” (20th) | 
(2d wk). Down to $5,500 in 4 days. | 
Last week, mild $12.400. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— | 
. “Coroner Creek” (Col) and “My, 
Dog Rusty” (Col). Good $5,000. | 
Last week, “Raw Deal” ‘EL) and) 
“Danger” (EL) (2d wk-6 days), $2,- 
700. | 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 60-$1)— | 
“Silver River” (WB) (3d wk). Oke | 
$9,000. Last week, $13,400. 

Downten Masic Halli (Blumen- | 
feid) (872; 60-$1)—“Stand-in” (in- 
die) and “Foreign Correspondent’ 
(indie) ‘reissues’. Pleasing $9.500. 
Last week, “Four Faces West” 
(UA) (2d wk), light $5,800. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1.538; 60-$1)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Big $17,000. 
Last week, “B. Fs Daughter” 
(M-G) (2d wk), fair $7,400. 

El Rey ‘FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
Mag od gr (Col) | 
Dog usty” { q Okay q 
Last week, “Raw Deal” ‘EL) and 
“Danger” (EL) (2d wk-6 days), 
$2,700. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“Hungry Hill” ‘U) (2d wk). Near 
$2.000. Last week, good $2,700. 

Four Star (‘UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—“The Lest One” ‘Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $5,000. Last week, trim 
$7,000. 

Guild (FWC' (968; 60-$1}—“Are 
You With it” (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer” (U). Mild $4,000. Last 
week, “All My Sons” ‘U) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th) (2d 
wk), light $3.000. 

Hawaii ‘(G&S - Blumenfeld) 
$1,106; a (Indie) 
and “ h4 bad 


oreign Cerrespondent 
(Indie) (reissues). Light $3,500. 
Last week, “Four Faces West” 


(UA) (2d wk), $2,200. 

Heliyweed (WB) ‘2.756; 60-$1) 
—‘Silver River” (WB) (3d wk). 
Neat $8,000. Last week, above 

at $11,000. 

Music Hall ‘Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)\—“Stand-In” (in- 
die) and “Foreign ¢ 
(Indie) ‘(reissues)’. Okay $3.000. 
Last week, “Four Faces West” (UA) 
(2d wk), $2,000. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Are 
You With It’ (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer” (U). Fair $4500. Last 
week, “All My Sons” :U) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th) (2d' 
wk), slow $3,300. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“‘The 
Idiot” (Indie) (3d wk). Finales at 
oke $1,500. Last week, $2,800. 

Loew's State ‘(Loews-WC) (2.404; 
60-31)—"““Green Grass W: ing” 
(20th) and “Counterfeiters” ( ) 
(2d wk). Siow $7,000 in 4 days. 
Last week, $19,300. 

Les Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1) — “Homecoming” ‘(M - G). 
Great $32,000 or close. Last week, 
en ice, Daughter” (M-G) (2d wk), 

Leyola (FWC) (1.248; 60-$1)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
and “Counterfeiters” (20th) (2d 
wk). Nice $5,006 in 4 days. Last 
week, $10,200. 

Orpheam ‘D'town-WC) (2.210; 
60-$1)—"‘Coroner Creek” (Col) and 
(Coatinued on page 20) 











Det. Dips; Casbah’ Warm 
$14,000, ‘Furnace’ Cool 


226, ‘Holiday’ Slow 106 “iin 


Detroit, June 8. 
With only three new films in 


i\town this week, biz is failing to 


stage any big pickup. Big nose- 


|dive of all grosses remains unex- | 


plained. Fox with “Fury at Fur- 
nace Creek” looks fairly good but 
“Casbah” shapes better at Broad- 
way-Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) ‘1,740; 70-95)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G). Moder- 
ate $10,000. Last week, “State of 
Union” (M-G) (5th wk), oke $4,500. 

Broadway-Capitol 


and “Dear Murderer” ‘U). Very 
good $14,000. Last week, “Woman 
in White” (WB) with stage unit 
headed by Ella Fitzgerald and Har- 
monicats. smart $26,000. 

Dewniown ‘Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Okay $12,000 after bang-up $16,000 
first round. 

Fex (Fox-Michigan) ‘5.100; 70-95) 
—“Furnace Creek” (20th). Fairly 
good $22,000. Last week, “Iron 
Curtain” (20th) (2d wk) (6 days), 
disappointing $17,000. 

Michigan ‘(U-D) 4,039; 70-95)— 
“Silver River’ (WB) and “Mister 
Reckless” (EL) (2d wk). Satisfac- 
tory $16,000 after big $27,000 first 
stanza. 


Palms (U-D) (2,716; 70-95)— 


Rusty” (Col) (3d wk). Sad $10,000 
od very strong $17,000 second 
week. ‘ 


(United - De- 
troit) (3,300; 70-95)—“Casbah” ‘(U) 


‘RIVER’ OKAY $14,000, 
BUFF.; ‘SONS’ FAIR 116 


. Buffalo, June 8. 

Takings are mild currently, with 
holdovers hurting. Best new film 
‘looks to be “Silver Riyer” at the 
| Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buifale (Shea) (3,500; 40-70}— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d_ wk). 
Down to $12,000 after smash $20,- 
000 last week. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
| __“Silver River” (WB) and “Arthur 
| Takes Over” (20th). Okay $14,000. 
Last week, “Unconquered” (Par), 


(Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
(WB) and “Country 
Do- 





“Wallflower” 
|and Woman” ‘WB) (reissue). 
ing nicely at $8,500 or near. 


week. “Woman in White” (WB) and | 


“Argyle Secret” (FC), $7,500. 

| Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘Un- 
' conquered” (Par) (m.o.). Oke $4,500 
ior close. Last week, “Summer 
Holiday” ‘M-G) and “Counter- 
| feiter’” (M-G) (m.o.), $3,500. 

| [Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
|All My Sons” (U) and “For You I 
Die” (FC). Modest $11,000 or over. 
|Last week, “Fuller Brush Man” 
'(Col) and ‘‘Wreck Hesperus” (Col) 
(2d wk) fine $11,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
| 40-70)— Ruthless” (EL) and “As- 
|signed to Danger” (EL). Fairly 
| good $10,000 or thereabouts. Last 
|week, “Fort Apache” (RKO) and 
|“Smart Politics’ (Mono) ‘2d wk), 
‘okay $9,600. 


‘River’ Silvery 
$13,000 in Cine 


Cincinnati, June 8. 
Overall count for major houses 
|this stanza is moderate and way 
junder last week’s holiday splurge. 
|“Silver River” is streaming ahead 
of the three other firstruns to top 








“Fuller Brush Man” ‘Col) and “Dog |the town. “Homecoming,” a hefty 


| holdover, is not far behind. Other 
/newcomers include “Another Part 
\of Forest,” mild; “Panhandle,” fair, 


Last | 


Summer Doldrums Hit Hub; ‘Anna’ Oke 
$73,000, ‘Forest’ 196, ‘Noose 


High 236 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week $2,497,000 

‘Based on 23 cities, 211 
theatres, chiefly first runs, tn- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,841,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 199 thea- 
tres) 











T umace’ Torrid 


$74,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, June 8. 

First clear weekend in more than 
a month took crowds away from 
‘downtown sector and remaining 
film shoppers were cagey. Of new 
lentries, “Furnace Creek” at the 
'Fox alone shapes sock. “Wall- 
| flower” looks only moderate at the 





iBoyd. “All My Sons” continues to | 


‘pack plenty of wallop in second 
‘round at the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
\“Hazard” (Par). Above par $14,500. 
|Last week, “Mourning Becomes 
| Electra” (RKO), good $11,500. 
| Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
|‘Fort Apache” (RKO). Mild $4,500. 
i Last week, “Big Clock” (Par), oke 
$5,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—*‘Wall- 
flower” (WB). Modest $17,000. Last 
week, “Arch of Triumph” (UA) 
(4th wk), good $14,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)—‘All 
My Sons” (U) (2d wk). Fast $25,000 
or near after great $34,500 last 
week. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Fur- 
nace Creek” (20th). Sock $24,000. 





United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70-|and “Adventures of Casanova,” Last week, “Green Grass Wyoming” 


95)\—“B. F.’s Daughter’ ‘(M-G). 


Mild $11,000 after okay $19,000 | 


initia) round. 


Flood Sloaghs Port.; 
‘Arch’ Sturdy $9,500 


Portiand, Ore., June 8. 





A flood of new bills accompanied | 


the overflowing Columbia River. 
hot weather, and daylight saving 
time into the Portland area, taking 
a real toll of biz. “I Remember 
Mama.” “Arch of Triumph,” 
“Bride Goes Wild” and “Green 
Grass of Wyoming” are the new 
films doing business. 
Estimates for This Week 

Breadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
—"“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Sturdy 
$9,500. Last week, “All My Sons” 
(U) and “Where North Begins” 
(SG), $9.200. 

Music Box ‘H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Miracle of Beils’ (RKO) and 
“Port ”" (Col) ‘meo.). Fair 
$2,500 or near last week, “Lost 
Horizon” (Col) and “Adam Four 
Sons” (Col) (reissues) m.o.), $1.900. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1.500: 50-85)— 


“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 
ter’s Gold” ‘(EL) (Reissues) (5 
days). Fine $3,500. Last week, 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Adventure 
Silverado” (Col) (8 days), okay 
$3,800. 


Oriental (‘H-E) (2.000: 50-85)— 
“Remember Mama” ‘iRKO) and 
“Return Whistler” (Col), (6-days) 
day-date with Orpheum. Excellent 
$4,500. Last week, “Miracle of 
Bellis” (RKO) and “Port Said” 
(Col), fine $3,200. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85)— 
“Remember Mama” ‘RKO) and 
“Return Whistler” «Col), also Ori- 
ental. Okay $6500. Last week, 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
“Port Said” (Col), excellent $7,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.400: 50-85) 
—“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
and “Docks of New Orleans” 
(Mono). Good $7,000 or close. Last 
week, “Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th) (2d 
wk), good $6,100. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1.200; 50-85)— 
—“Iron Curtain” (20th) and “To 
Victor” (WB) ‘m.o.). So so $1,500 
or over. Last week, ‘“Uncon- 
quered” (Par) and “Mr. . 
(Par) (2d wk) (m.o.) (6 days) same. 
$1,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“Bride Goes Wild” ‘«(M-G). 
pe — Meeting” (WB) very thin 

Guild (Parker) (427; 50-85)—“A 
My Sons” (U) and “Where 
Begins” (SG) (m.o.). 

Last week, “Rebecca 


|only so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-75)—"“Sil- 
iver River” (WB). Satisfactory $13,- 
| 000. Last week, “Hunted” (Mono) 
plus Vaughn Monroe orch on stage 
|(§6-94c scale), big $31,000. 

| Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
|“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). 
|Strong $11,000 following great 
/$18,000 preem. Holds. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
\“Panhandle” (Mono). Fairish $7,- 
500. Last week, “Summer Holiday” 
(M-G), $7,000. 

Keith’s ‘City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—*Adventures Casanova” (EL). So- 
so $6,000. Last week, “Letter Un- 
known Woman” (U), about same. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 50-75)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) (m.o.) (3d 
wk), three days, and “Bride Frank- 
enstein” (U) and “Son Franken- 
stein” (U) (reissues), four days. 
Okay $5,500. Last week, “Apache” 
did $6,000 on third downtown 
week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U). Mild 
$9.500. Last week, “Green Grass 
Wyoming” (20th), average $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (m.o.) (2d 
/ wk). Solid $8,000 in wake of socko 
$10,000 opener. 


‘Wallflower’ Shrinking, 
$13,000 in D.C.’ ‘Pirate’ 


° ? 
Hep 286, ‘River Lady’ 96 
Washington, June 8. 
Business is off from Memorial 
Day holiday week, but still click- 
ing fairly nice despite a weekend 
of good weather which kept many 
out doors. Town’s best bet is “The 
Pirate” which, backed by a-strong 
stage bill, looks very solid $28,000. 
Second week of “Hom ing” 
looks good, as does “Mill on the 
Floss” at small-seater Dupont. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Pirate” (M-G) with vaude. Very 
good $28.000. Last week, “Green 
Grass Wyoming” (20th) with vaude, 
$22,000 


Celumbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
(m.o.) Solid $6,000. Last week, 
“Unconquered” (Par) (2d run), so- 
so $7,000 after being well milked 
on the first run. 

iF. W. Mann) (400; 50- 
85)—"Mill on Floss” (Indie) 
wk). Strong $4,000 at this small- 
seater. Last week, $5,500. 
— He A 44-74)— 

ver Lady” ‘U). Disappointing 
$9,000. Last week, “Berlin Ex- 
press” (RKO), nice $14,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 

(Continued on page 20) 








(2d | Last 


(20th), dull $16,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.000; 50- 
|94\—"“State of Union” (M-G) (6th 
i\wk). Staying up well at $13,000. 
| Last week, $16,000. 


—‘‘Lady From Shanghai” (Col) (4th 
wk). Down to $11,500. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—‘Jron Curtain” (20th). Fair $6,- 
000. Last week, “Remember 
Mama” (RKO), $4,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-94)— 
“Silver_River’ (WB) (2d wk). Mild 
at $18,500. Last week, good $29,700. 

Pix ‘Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Oke $5,- 
000. Last week, solid $6,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Homecoming” ‘(M-G) (4th wk). 
Still solid at $20,000 or near. Last 
week, $24.000. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-94)— 
“Tarzan and Mermaids’ ‘RKO). 
Hefty $11,500. Last week, “Four 
Faces West” (UA), $9,500. 


Bette Davis Fancy At 
$18,000, Prov. Standout 


Providence, June 8. 

Bette Davis is landing Majestic 
into the top spot with “Winter 
Meeting.” Cut felt all around 
Sunday with first summery Sab- 
bath. Loew's fairly good with 
“Duel in the Sun” at pop scale. 
“Lady From Shanghai” is solid at 
Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee «RKO) (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Slippy 
McGee” (RKO) (2d wk). Strong 
$15,500. First week was wow 


000. 

Cariton (Fay) (1,400; 4465)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Inside 
Story” (WB) (2d run). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) 
and “Arthur Takes Over” (20th) 
(2d run), snappy $6,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Thrill of Romance” (M-G) and 
vaude on stage. Fairly good $6,500. 
Last week, “Rocky” (Rep) and 
vaude on stage, nice $7,500. 

f (Fay) 

“Winter Meeting” (WB) and 

Campus Honeymoon” (Rep). Nifty 
$18,000 for Bette Davis pic. Last 
week, “Silver River” (WB) and 
“Inside Story” (WB), good $15,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). First time 
at pop prices. Good $17,000 or over. 
week, “Bride Goes Wild” 
(M-G) and “Who Killed ‘Doc’ 
Robin” (UA), same. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—*“Hazard” (Par) and “Mr. Reck- 
— (Par). See Monday (7). 


week, “Lady From 
(Col) and “Blondie’s Reward” 
(Col), snappy $16,000. 








Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) | 


Boston, June 8. 
| .With good weather holding up 
jhere and too many holdovers, it 
jooks as though summer dold- 
rums have really arrived. Several 
smaller houses have come up with 
| firstruns. Paramount and Fenway 
with “Anna Karenina” and “Coun- 
| terfeiters.” “Noose Hangs High” at 
Met. looks solid. “Another Part of 
Forest” is oke at Memorial. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycocks) (1,300; 40-80)— 
“Sign of Ram” (Col) and “Heart 
of Virginia” (Rep) (3d wk). Okay 
$5,000 after $6,000 last stanza. 
| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
| “Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Bionde 
Ice” (FC) (3d wk). Holding up 
fairly well at $18,000 after okay 
' $20,500 second. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,000; 90-$1.25)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) (4th final 





} 
} 
| 


= So-so $4,000 after $5,500 for 
' last. 
| Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)— 


“Anna Karenina” (20th) and “Coun- 
| terfeiters” (20th). Okay $7,000. 
| Last week, “‘Hatter’s Castle” (Par) 
;and “Waterfront Midnight” (Par), 
loffish 4,900. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)— 
| “Fanny” (Indie) (2d wk). Oke 5,000 
after $7,000, first. 

| Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
|“*Another Part of Forest’’ (U) and 
“Main Street Kid” (Rep). Fairly 
good $19,000. Last week, “Letters 
From Unknown Woman” ‘U) and 
“Money Madness” (FC) nice $14, 
500 in 5 days. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) 
—*“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 
“Adventures of Casanova” (EL). 
Solid $23,000. Last week, “Silver 
River” (WB) and -“Lead Soldiers” 
(20th), $21,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). First time at 
pop prices. Fair $19,000. Last 
week, “Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) 
and “Port Said” (Col), $19,000 
fancy $23,000. 
| Paramount (M-P) (17,000; 40-80) 
'—“Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
| “Counterfeiters” (20th). Good $16, 
000. Last week, “Hatter’s Castie” 
(Par) and “Waterfront Midnight” 


| 





(Par), okay $12,500. 
| State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
;“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Okay $15,- 


| 000. Last week, “Bride Goes Wild” 
(M-G) and “Port Said” (Col), good 
| $16,500. 


‘Hazard’ Nice $19,000, 
Frisco; ‘Holiday’ 1736 


: San Francisco, June 8. 
Biz is generally dull this session, 
b.o. reflecting conditions on the 
street. Biggest exception to offish 
trend is “Time of Life” which con- 
tinues strong in second week at 
United Artists. Best newcomer is 
“Hazard,” which is in for a nice 
stanza at the Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65-$1) 
—‘“Fort Apache” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Mild $12,000. Last week, $13,000. 
Fox (FWC) (4651; 60-95)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). Way 
Shag $16,500. Last week, big $37,- 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Summer Holiday” ‘M-G). Okay 
$17,500. Last week, “Green Grass 
Wyoming” (20th), same. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)-— 
“Hazard” (Par). Nice $19,000. Last 
ee. “Sainted Sisters” (Par), $18,- 





St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (3d _ wk). 
Nice $13,000. Last week, big $17,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85)—“‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col) 
(2d wk). Fancy $14,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (!,- 
207; 55-85)—“Time of Life” (UA) 
(2d wk). Hefty $15,000. Last week, 
sock $20,000. 

Clay (‘(Roesner)’ (400; 65-85)— 
“Father’s House” (Indie). Trim 
$2,800. Last week, “Live in Peace 
(Indie) (4th wk), $2,600. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Die Fledermaus” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Fine $2,500. Last week. $2,700. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85')—“Anna Karenina” (20th). Mild 
$5,500. Last week, “Ideal Husband 
(20th) (2d wk), good $4,000. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55-85) 
—"The Hunted” ‘Mono) and “In 
Fast Company” (Mono). Fair $7.- 
000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man”’ (Col), hefty $12,000. 4 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—‘“Ea- 
chanted Valley” (EL) and “Under 
California Stars” (Rep). Modest 
$6,500. Last week, “Old Los An- 
geles” (Rep) and “Inside Story 
(Rep), $9,000. 
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‘Bride’ Far from Wild with $13,500, 
Chi; Lana-Gable Plus Jordan Great 
$60,000 in 2d; Unconquered’ OK 106 





Chicago, June 8 + 


In contrast to last week, Chicago 
Loop film houses had only one new 
picture this session plus the show- 
ing of “Unconquered” at pop! 
prices. In most cases, biz continues 
on the weak side, notable excep- 
tions being “Homecoming” backed | 
by Louis Jordan combo on stage! 
at Oriental, which looks like great | 
$60,000 for second week. | 

The new entry, “Bride Goes | 
Wild,” at United Artist, appears 
doomed to weak $13,500. Figure of , 
$10,000 for “Unconquered” at reg- | 
ular scale, is all right at Garrick. | 





Another good holdover is “Duel | 


in Sun.” neat $15,000 for second | 
week at Reoseveit. Chicago shapes | 
neat $28,000 for second stanza of | 
“Silver River.” 

“Search” at Monroe is getting | 
verbal plugs and in second week 
looks good $14,000. 

f-'"~wotss For Last Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1.400; 98)—‘Hat- | 
ter’s Castle” (Par) (2d wk). Light 


$6,000. Last week, $8,500. 

Chicago ‘B&K) (3,900; 98)—‘‘Sil- 
ver River” (WB) (2d wk). Neat 
$28.000. Last week, $34,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 37-98:\— 


“Unconquered” (Par). Okay $10,000 


for first showing at pop prices for | 


this Gary Cooper opus. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 67-98) — 
“Foreign Correspondent” (UA) and 
“Trade Winds” (UA) (reissues). 
Weak $10,000. 
Murderer” (U), $9,000. 

Monroe (indie) 
“Search” (M-G) (2d wk). Perked 
up under word-of-mouth comment. 
Good $14,000. Last week, $16,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) with Louis 
Jordan orch He | stage. bill (2d 
wk). Great $60, with Turner- 
Gable starrer a real draw. Last 
week, big $69,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 76-98) — 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) (2d wk) 
Oke $29,000. Last week solid 
$25,000. 

Reosevelt (B&K) (1,700; 98) — 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $15,000. Last week, $19,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98) — 
“Sainted Sisters’ (Par) with Jane 
Powell heading stagebill (2d wk). 
Moderate $28,000. Last week. 
$34.000. 

United Artist (B&K) (1,700; 98)— 
“Bride Goes Wild’ (M-G). Mild 
$13,500. Last week, “Hazard” (Par) 
(2d wk), $8,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073;.98) — 
“State of Union” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Fair $16,000. Last week, $18,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 77) 
“Father's House” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Terrific $4,500. Last week, $5,250. 


Holdovers Slow Pitt; 
‘Lady’ NSH at $11,000 


Pittsburgh, June 8. 
Town currently is weighed down 
with holdovers and reissues, but 
even most of newcomers are not 


— 





faring well. “Lady From Shang-| 


hai,” at Harris, and “Berlin Ex- 


| Prima band on stage 


Last week, “Dear | 


} 
(1,000; 70-98)— | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $482,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $658,006 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


Ruthless’ $15,000 
Balto's Best Bet 


_Baltimore, June 8. 
Trade continues just fair here 











with best response being recorded | 


by “Wreck of the Hesperus” at 
combo Hippodrome, which is doing 
solid session because of Louis 
“Ruthless” 
is also doing well at the Town. 
“Anna Karenina” shapes slow at 
New. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 

60)—‘Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). 


| Holding very well at $14,000 after 


big $19,300 opener. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-70) —‘*‘Wreck Hesperus” (Col) 
plus Louis Prima orch on stage. 
Fiesh getting credit for solid $19,- 
000. Last week, “French Leave” 
(Mono) leaning entirely on p.a. of 
| Milton Berle and supporting acts, 
| $20,000. 
| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
| 6Q)—‘‘Letter from Unknown Wom- 
jan’ (U). Started today (Tues.) after 
| week of “Will It Happen Again” 
| (FC) at uneventful $8,500. In ahead, 
| “Hazard” (Par), okay $10,690. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)— 
“The Hunted” (Mono). Average slot 
$4,000. Last week, “I’ve Always 
Loved You” (Rep) (reissue), $4,200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Anna Karenina” (20th). Fairish 
$9,000. Last week, “Green Grass 
| Wyoming” (20th), nice $9,790. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Sileer River” (WB) (2d wk). Main- 
taining good pace at $14,000 after 
trim $18,400 opener. 

Town (Rappaport) (1.500; 35-65) 
—‘Ruthless” (EL). Stout $15,000. 
Last week, “Berlin Express” (RKO), 
$13,600. 


Biz on Bottom in Mpls.; 
‘Bride’ Meek at $14,000 


Minneapolis, June 8. 

| Grosses here continue near rock 
bottom. Sole important newcomers 
‘are “The Bride Goes Wild,” “Fury 
‘at Furnace Creek” and “The Pear!” 
and they don’t seem to be helped 
by the fact that the public has few 
pictures to pick from. All three 
are slow but “Bride” is mildest of 
lot. Although held over, ‘Sitting 
Pretty” and “Fort Apache” look 
‘best of holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (3d wk). 
| Fair $6,000 after fairly good $7,000 


|in preceding canto. 











| Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘Seven 


press,” at Warner, both look mild. | sinners” (EL) and “Sutter's Gold” 
Best holdover is “Homecoming” at | (Ff) (reissues). Light $2,500. Last 
Penn but it also is off sharply from | week, “Belle Star” (20th) (reissue), 


big first week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“All My Sens” (U) (2d wk). Down 


to $6500 after trim $10,000 
opener. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Lady From Shanghai” (Col). 


Modest $11,060. Last week, “Green _ 


Grass Wyoming” (20th), very thin 
000 


—. (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk. 
Off sharply to $15,000, but okay, 
after nice $24,000 opener. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 44-76—“Buck 
Privates” (U) and “South of 
Tahiti” (U) (reissues). Mild $2,500. 
Last week, “B. F.’s Daughter 
(M-G) (m.o.), $2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Ghost Frankenstein” (Indie) and 


“Son of Dracula” (Indie) (reis- 
sues). Thin $3,000. Last week, 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 


ter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues), same. 
Stanley (WB) ( 3,800; 44-76)— 
“Silver River” (WB) (2d wk). Slip- 
ing to modest $10,000 after solid 


16,000 opener. 
at (2,000; 44-76)— 


Warner (WB) 
“Berlin Express” (RKO). Looks 


mi'd $9,000. Last week, “Remem- 
ber Mama” (RKO) (2d wk), sturdy 
$10,500. 


| $2,600. 

'  Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Duel 
in Sun” (SRO) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State where it 
didn’t fare too well fer initial regu- 
lar seale run. Light $5,000. Last 
week, “Sainted Sisters” (Par) (2d 
wk), $4,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4.400; 50-70)— 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G). Modest 
$14,000. Last week, “Three Daring 
Daughters” (M-G), $14,000. 
| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800)— 
| “Fort Apache” (RKO) (2d wk). Has 
| been top boxoffice performer of re- 
‘cent weeks here. Fair $8,000 after 
‘big $16,000 first week. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“The Pearl” (RKO). Slowly paced 
| at $7,000. Last week, “River Lady” 
/(U), thin $6,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Fur- 





k ‘nace Creek” (20th). Struggling for 


| light $7,000. Last week, “Duel in 
' Sun” (SRO) (2d run), fair $10,500. 
' Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 44-60)-— 
“Naked City” (U). First mabe 
showing. Good $4,500. Last week, 
'“Seudda Hoo” (20th), $3,500. 

' Werld (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Furia” (Indie). Nice $3,000 
sighted. Last week, “Years Be- 
tween” (U), $2,000. 


‘Unconquered’ Paces 
L’ville, Wow $21,000 


Louisville, June 8. 
Business is not too forte this 
week, with few new films. Ex- 
ception is Riajto, where “Uncon-. 
quered,” on pop scale showing. 
. State, with h.o. of 
“Homecoming,” looks like the 
runner-up with fairly good $12,000. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
+ 45-65/—“Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Lead Soldiers” (20th) 
(m.o.). Light $3,500. Last week, 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) (m.o.), 
about same. 

Mary Andersen (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65'—“‘Silver River” (WB) (2d 





wk!. Medium $5,000. Last week, 
$8,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65'—"‘Sahara” (Cel) and “De- 
stroyer” (Col) (reissues). Healthy 


$6,500. Last week, “Lost Horizon” 
(Col) and “Adam Had Four Sons” 
(Col) (reissues), fair $5.000. 

| Rialts (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Un- 
| conquered” (Par). At regular 
| prices, looks socko $21,000. Last 
week, “Green Grass Wyoming” 
(20th) and “Lead Soldiers” (20th), | 
fair $12,000. 





State ‘Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— | 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). | 


Holding to moderate $12,000 after | 
last week’s big $19,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
“Albuquerque” (Par) and “Big 
Town After Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 
Moderate $5,000 after last week’s 
brisk $7,500. 


Wama’ Rousing 
$19,000 in St. Loo 


St. Louis, June 8. 


With the enlarged Municipal thea- 
tre in Forest Park operating turn- 
stile, activity at main stem cinemas 
has slowed down considerably. 
“Ruthless” is leader in coin but 
much stronger is “I Remember 
Mama” at the smaller Ambas- 
sador. “Homecoming” is still a 
lusty draw in second week. 

Estimates for This Week 





Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75\—“Remember Mama” (RKO) 
and “Madonna of the Desert” 
(Rep). Fat $19,000. Last week, 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
and “Campus Sleuth” (Mono), 
$13,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Adventures 
Casanova” (EL). Good $20,000. 


Last week, “Noose Hangs High” 
(EL) and “Man trom Texas” (EL), 


only $17,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). (2d wk). 


Big $18,000 after $23,000 initial 
stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)—- 
“tron Curtain” (20th) and ‘Lady 
from Shanghai” (Col) (m.o.) (3d 
wk). Okay $9,500 following -neat 
$14,000 first session. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 
ter’s Gold” (EL). (reissues). Trim 
$7,000. Last week, “Bride Goes 
Wild” (M-G) and “Whistler Re- 
turns” (Col) (m.o.), $9,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
and “Silver River’ (WB) (m.o.). 
Oke $6,500. Last week, “Adam 
Had Four Sons” (Col) and “Lost 
Horizon” (Col) (reissues), $7,000. 


‘GRASS’ NOT SO GREEN 
186,-3 DENVER SPOTS 


Denver, June 8. 

Several theatres report a slight 
pickup in biz currently over last 
week, but ideal outdoor weather is 
hurting trade generally. “Three | 
Daring Daughters” looks top new 
entry. “Coroner Creek”, also is 
fairly good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Mating of Millie” (Col) and “Ma- 
donna of Desert” (Rep) (m.o.). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, “Silver 
River” (WB) and “Trapped by 
— Blackie” (Col) (m.o.), $2,- 


Broadway (Cinema) (1,500: 35- 
74)—“Outlaw” (UA) (14th | wk). 
(Continued on page 20) 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated. 
include the U. S. amusement 














tax. 


Good Weather Snarls Broadway B.0.; 
Bride’-Herman Orchestra Fair $66,000, 
Cole Ups Hazard to 636, Time’ Off, 306 


Broadway firstrun business is off 
sharply this week, with first ideal- 
weather Sunday (6) in weeks ob- 
viously being responsibie for a 
good part of decline. Outdoor trek 
took more than a million to the 
beaches, many more took to the 
road via auto and other thousands 
attended baseball games that day. 
A portion of dip, however, was a 
natura! reaction from Memorial 
Day peak trade. 

Despite the warm-weather com- 
petitien, deluxers got semewhat of 
a break from last Saturday's rainy 
condition. How abruptly some 
grosses fell off is indicated by the 
number of new bills (8) being 
brought in for unveiling this week. 
Strand. Hoxy. Victoria, Winter 


|Garden, Palace, Criterion, State 


and likely the Rialto will launch 
new pictures before next Saturday. 

Neither “Hazard” nor “Bride 
Goes Wild,” the two new pictures 
opened during the past week, is 


| proving socko. Latter, with Woody 


Herman band heading stageshow, 
will give the Capitel a barely okay 
$66,000 or less. “‘Hazard,”’ which is 
getting a real lift from King Cole 
Trio and stage layout headed by 
Ray Anthony band and Pat Hen- 
ning, will hit fairly good ,000 
at Paramount. 

Of the holdovers, “The Pirate” 
at Music Hall looks standout. It 
will be a very geod $125,000 for 
third week, insuring a _ fourth 
stanza. Hall has realigned its 
scale since the end of March. Main 
change is that the vast theatre now 
is getting $1.40 at night instead of 
$1.25, with new price proving 
successful in two-month test period. 
House has not altered its minimum 
starting scale nor top price for 
loge reserved seats. 

“Time of Life” is down abruptly 
at $30,000 in second week at May- 
fair while “Melody Time” looks 
about same category with good 
$23,000 or better in sight on initial 
Astor holdover week. 

Typical of heavy business decline 
is “Up In Central Park,” which is 
calling it a day after two weeks at 
Criterion, being down to very thin 
$15,000 in second session ended 
last (Tues.) night. “Lady From 
Shanghai” replaces. In the same 
fix is “Silver River” with Eddy 
Duchin band, which is sagging to 
slow $36,000 in third Strand stanza, 
“Wallflower,” with Ed Gardner and 
his “Duffy's Tavern” radio group, 

us Jane Russell, come in next 

day (11). 

Estimates fer This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Meledy Time” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Continues at fairly nice gait but off 
from o week, with about 
$23,000 in sight for week en to- 
day (Wed.); first was fine $30,000, a 
bit over Stays on. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Citizen Saint” (Indie) (2d wk). Sec- 
ond stanza ending today (Wed.) 
shapes up to thin $4,500 or near 
after strong $9,000 opener. Holds 


Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) with 
Woody Herman orch heading stage- 
show. Disappointing but okay $66,- 
000. Holds. Last week, fifth of 
“Homecoming” (M-G) and Xavier 
Cugat orch toppi stagebill was 


Criterion 
$1.85)—“Lady From 
(Col). Opens today (Wed.). Sec- 
ond week of “Up in Central Park” 
(U) slid off abruptly to $15,000 after 
good $28,000 opener, both being 
disappointments. 

(Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
—‘Arch of Triumph” (UA) (8th 
wk). Seventh week ended Monday 
(7) night was down to $13,000 after 
okay $17,500 ror sixth. Continues. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 90-$1.80) 
—“Time of Life” (UA) (2d wk. 
Fair $30,000 after big $45,000 initial 
round. Third week of indef. run 
starts tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) and “To 
Victor” (WB) (2d run). In week 
ending today (Wed.}, looks to land 
mild $6,000. In ahead “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement” (20th) (2d run) 
and “Let's Live Again” (20th) (1st 
run), $7,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“Hazard"” (Par) with King Cole 
Trio, Ray Anthony orch, Pat Henn- 
ing, Four Evans, Kay Starr on 
stage (2d wk). First session ended 
yesterday (Tues.) landed fairly 
good $63,000. Previous week, sec- 
ond stanza for “Sainted Sisters” 
(Par) and Buddy Moreno orch, 
Henny Youngman, Wiere Bros. top- 
ping stageshow, was nice $60,000. 

Radio City Music Halli (Rocke- 


fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Pirate” ' 


(Loew's) (1,700; 70- $3 
Shan 





(M-G) and stageshow (3d wk). Slid 
off somewhat but very good at 
$125.000 and enough to hold for 
fourth stanza: second was great 
$141,000, which was a bit below ex- 
pectations. 

Rialte (Mage) (594: 44-$1.20)— 
“Will It Happen Again?” (FC) 
(4th wk!. Current frame looks like 
sag to $7,000 while third was trim 
$9,000. May hold another (5th) 
week, with “Tower of London” 
(FC) and “Man Who Reclaimed 
Head” (FC) (reissues) due in next. 

Riveli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 
$1.25}—“Another Part of Forest” 
(U) (4th wk). Third round ended 
last (Tues. night was down to $I5,- 
000, thin: second was okay $19,000. 


Holds again. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) 
with Harry Richman. Chandra 


Kaly dancers, Ming & Ling on 
stageshow. Opens today (Wed.). 
Fourth week of “Iron Curtain” 
(20th) and Ed Sullivan with his 
“Dawn Patrol” revue on stage was 
way off at $45,000 after stout $85,- 
000 for third. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.25)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) (ist run) 
(2d wk). Looks to dip down to 
mild $14,008 or near for imitial 
holdover round ending tcmorrow 
(Thurs.), after fairly nice $22,500 
opener. “Summer Holiday” 
(Ist run) opens Friday (11). 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Silver River” (WB) 

Duchin orch i 
final wk). 
abruptly to $36,000, thin, after fine 
$54,000 for second. “Wallflower” 
(WB) with Ed “Archie” Gardner 
and “Duffy’s Tavern” radio group, 
Jane Russell, Matty Malneck orch 
opens Friday (11). 

(City Inv.) 


$18,000 in second. 


“Design for 
Death” (RKO) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25)—“River Lady” (U) (3d-final 
wk). Down to very thin $8,000 
after $10,000 on second. “Bad Sis- 
ter” (U) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 





Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)\—“Sainted Sisters” (Par) and 
“Water Front at ™” (Par). 
Nice $12,000. Last “Green 

Grass Wy (20th) and 


Secrets” (FC). Slow $10,000. t 
week, * Mama” (RKO), 
$12,000. 


Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)—“Re- 
eabee Last adok aa (m.o.). Mild 
. “Shaggy” (Par) 

and “Close-Up” (EL), meagre 


000. 
eS 
“ ) (2d wk). Fair 
$9,000 after big $18,000 opener. 


(G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Fugitive” (RKO) and 
Desert” (Rep). So-so $5,500. Last 


“Rocky” (Mono), par $6,000. 


‘Duel’ Oke $15,000, Mont’! 


Montreal, June 8. 


Cool weekend is helping biz 
here. “Sitting Pretty” and “Duel 
in Sun” look best bets. 


Leew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 
ann Sinan (20th) (2d wk). 

ildish after good openin 
week at $17,500. ee 

Capitol (C.T.) (2.412; 36-42-57)— 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Okay $15,- 
000. Last week, “Sierra Madre” 
(WB) $14,000. 

Palace (C.T.) (2.625; 30-42-57)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th). Nice $17,- 
000. Last week. “High Wall” (M-G) 
very thin $7,500. 

(C.T.) (2,205; 26-34-45) 
—‘10th Ave. Angel” (M-G) and 





“Return Whistler” (Col). Thin 
$7,000. Last week, “Alias a 
Gentleman” (M-G) and “Jiggs, 


Maggie in Society” (Mono), dull 
$6,000. = 


. 
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“ALTOGETHER TERRIFIC... tm SS eee 
AN ALL-OUT TREAT FOR ve ie 
ANY TYPE OF AUDIENCE.” 


—M. P, HERALD 


“Belongs strictly in the ‘can‘t-miss: — 
category. .. Will have great thera-..__, 
peutic value for whatever it is that's 


ailing the boxoffice.”’ 
—DAILY VARIETY 


‘“Skedded for top biz .. . certain fo 
please every audience strata and 


send them away happy.” 
—FILM DAILY 


“A formidable boxoffice magnet... 
every member of the family will want ‘\ 


to see it.’’ 
—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


‘“High-spirited musical blend of fun 
and fantasy .. . Assured appeal for 
ro] | Mee |: —M.P. DAILY — 


‘Should strike wide appeal... There's 


meat forall... Rates top credit.”’ 
—VARIETY 


‘“Unreservedly recommended... Will 
deal out full satisfaction to every 


segment of the audience.” 
—INDEPENDENT FILM JOURNAL . 





‘Probably the best musical variety 
show Disney has made, and should 


so record itself at the turnstiles.’ 
my 10), 40) 3016 - 





‘Should find plenty of popular ap- 
peal... Entertainment for all types 
of audience.’ —THE EXHIBITOR 
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|REMIERE ENGAGEMENT NOW 
[OR, NEW | YORK gnd ) 


at New TECHNICOLOR Song and Star Show 













Wonderful new Disney stars like “Pecos Bill,” “Johnny Appleseed,” 
“Little Toot,” “Sluefoot Sue,” and others ... in Disney’s gayest 
world of laughter, melody, beauty and color. . 





ox f office names singing and playing 7 NO) Om a TRY 

NY! - THE ANDREWS SISTERS - FRANCES LANGFORD 
‘| BUDDY CLARK : FRED WARING %82.i!Svauaxs * SONS OF 
' SISTERS - JACK FINA - LUANA PATTEN and BOBBY DRISCOLL 
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12 FILM REVIEWS 
on the Hi = ° 
ee sh Miniature Reviews 
R—M CAL) “Romance On the High 
ee nairoent. ce 3. Seas” (Musical-Color) (WB). 
Warner Bros. release of Alex Gottlieb Gay tunefilm carrying high 


Michae}] Curtiz) production, directed by 
‘ortiz. Stars Jack Carson, Janis Paige, 
Fore, Doris Day; features Oscar Le- 
vant, 8. Z. Sakall. Sercenplay, Julius J. and 
Philip G Epstein; added dialog, I. A. L. 
Diamond; story, 8. Pondal Rios, Carlos A. 
Olivari; camera (Technicolor), Elwood Bre- 
deil; editor, Rudi Fehr; music, Jule ner 


Sammy Cahn. ‘Tradeshown June 1}, 
Running time, 98 MINS, 
Peter’ Virgil. secs cccccaveccress Jack Carson 
Elvira Kent......-¢s.eeecseeeces Janis Paige 
Michael Kent......++-+eesees- Don De Fore 
GeorBia Garrett... .ccecceceereacs Doris Day 
Oscar Farrar....seseeeeesrres Oscar Levant 
Brno GRMN: .. « adavbecsscwsss 00h. Se DORAN 
PUM. oapedeiccccesssacs Fortunio Bonanova 
Bhip’s Doctor......+e..ees cerns .Eric Biore 
Rio Hotel Clerk........ Franklin Pangborn 
Miss Medwick........-+-. ....L@slie Brooks 
Travel Agent......-s+++0. William Bakewell 
~y be. | rrrrrrererrer yg Johnny Berkes 
Bartender...........-......Kenneth Britton 

Avon Long 

Sir Lancelot 

The Samba Kings 


Page Cavanaugh /Trio 





“Romance on the High Seas” is 
slotted for wide popular accept- 
ance. It’s gay, slightly giddy, load- 
ed with tunes, laughs and nonsense. 
Sturdy entertainment ingredients 
are displayed against a colorful 
production background aptly fitted 
to show off musical numbers and 
light story. Cast names are sturdy, 
auguring well for top bookings 
through all situations. 

Score has eight tunes by Sammy 
Cahn and Jule Styne. Several al- 
ready are catching radio popularity. 
Pop numbers are given strong sell- 
ing by Doris Day, erstwhile orch 
chirp with sock film personality. 
Miss Day has five tunes, “I’m in 


Love,” “It’s You or No One,” “It’s | 


Magic,” “Put It in a Box” and “Two 
Lovers Met in the Night.”” In addi- 
tion to easy listening, Miss Day 
clicks in her story character and 
should draw nifty fan response. 

Plot is a fluffy one about a wife 
who suspects her husband of Deing 
a wolf. She arranges a South Amer- 
ican cruise, but sends another girl 
under her name while she stays in- 
cognito in New York to do some do- 
mestic spying. The husband mis- 
trusts her and sends a private de- 
tective on the cruise to watch out 
for two-timing. The pseudo-wife 
and the dick fall in love and com- 

lications that result rate beaucoup 
aughs. 

Michael Curtiz’ direction whips 
the story along swiftly, combining 
the chuckles and musical moments 
into fast-paced entertainment. The 
Epsteins’ script is marked by breezy 
dialog and a number of hilarious 
sequences. One is bar scene where- 
in Jack Carson and Oscar Levant 
become highly intoxicated without 
ever faking a drink. 


Cast runs“through the roles with 
evident enjoyment. Carson slaps 
home his scenes as the detective 
who falls for pseudo-wife Doris 
Day. The ever-loving couple geis 
solid interpretation from Janis 
Paige and Don De Fore. Levant 
rates some strong giggles as a quip- 
making pianist in love with Miss 
Day, and S. Z. Sakall is in for com- 
edy as Miss Paige’s uncle. Also 
showing up well are Fortunio Bona- 
nova, Eric Blore, Frankiin Pang- 
born, Leslie Brooks and Johnny 
Berkes. 

There’s plenty doing in the dance 
numbers by Busby Berkeley, with 
top nod going to Avon Long’s spe- 
cialty on “The Tourist Trade” 
against Cuban market place back- 

round. Sir Lancelot calypsos ‘In 

rinidad,’ and Carson wraps up 
“Run, Run, Run,” also a calypso. 

Alex Gottlieb’s production guid- 
ance gives showy presentation that 
favors eye appeal. Misses Paige and 
Day have been gorgeously gowned 
and make a beautiful appearance in 
Technicolor. Elwood Bredell’s tint- 
ed lensing obtains the best from 
Anton Grot’s striking art direction 
and the set decorations by Howard 
Winterbottom. Ray Heindorf or- 
chestrated and conducted the music 
by Styne and Cahn. Brog. 





Feudin’, Fussin’ and 
A-Fightin’ 
(SONGS) 

Hollywood, June 5. 


Universal release of Leonnrd Goldstein 
production, Stars Donald O'Connor, Mar- 
jorie Main, Percy Kilbride; features Penny 
Edwards, Joe Besser. Directed by George 
Sherman. Screenplay, D, D. Beauchamp 
from his Collier’s mag story; camera, Lrving 
Glassberg; editor, Edward Curtiss; music, 


Leith Stevens. Tradeshown June 4, ’48. 
Running time, 78 MINS. 

Wilbur McMurtry......... Donald O'Connor 
Maribel Matthews............ Marjorie Main 
bo a. 4. Ra pa Percy Kilbride 
Libby Matthews,...........% Penny Edwards 
BGT MOy THORN, 65 fhwc cote tite cee Joe Besser 
CURORCEP. 65 ices pacen ss tt Harry Shannon 
Emory Tuttle. ....e.s....:5 Fred Kohler, Jr. 
Doe Overholt:......... Howland Chamberlin 
en ee ne ea ere Edmund Cobb 
Stage Passenger.............. Joel Friedkin 
a ee ee ee I. Stanford Jolley 





“Feudin’, Fussin’ and A-Fightin’ ” 
is gay film fare that springs its 
laughs easily, making for lively, 
pleasant entertainment in general 
situations. The doings are sparked 
by Donald O’Connor, Marjorie 
Main and Pe Kilbride with 
broad ying suited to slaphappy 
8 e familiar tunes and two 


tory. 
ace numbers furnish the 





quota of entertainment. 

“Feudin’, Fussin’ and A- 
Fightin’ ” (U) (Songs). Spritely 
comedy for geod outloek busi- 
néss. 

“Coroner Creek” (Color) 
e(Col). Rough, tough western 
in Cinecolor. Strong action 
highlighted by one of best 
fights yet screened. 

“My Dog Rusty” (Col). Sen- 
timental entry in Columbia’s 
series of kid-dog supporting 
features. Modest tear-jerker. 

“16 Fathoms Deep” (Color) 
(Mono). Story of sponge fish- 
ing, in good color but slowly 
paced and only mildly exciting. 

“Germania Anno Zero.” Ital- 
ian pic on German degrada- 
tion is surefire for art _situa- 


tions. 

“Blind Desire” (French) 
(Indie). Jean-Louis Barrault, 
Edwige Feuillere in  disap- 


pointing love story about a 
temperamental musician-com- 
poser; mild returns indicated. 











musical touches, blending ably with 
the comedy. 

| O’Connor goes to town on his 
| solo number to the tune of “Me and 
My Shadow.” Terping is sharp and 
| has several moments that will bring 
(gasps for unanticipated agility. 
| Second dance piece is shared with 
|Penny Edwards and is projected for 
| pleasurable watching as team goes 


| 


|through vocals and footwork to 
“S’posin’.” Third tune, the title 
number, is used at opening and 
closing for film, with the Sports- 
man Quartet handling the vocals. 

O’Connor is seen as traveling 
salesman for nostrums who is un- 
fortunate enough to demonstrate 
his fleet-footedness during a stop- 
over in the town of Rimrock. Vil- 
lage is readying for its annual foot- 
race with a rival town and lacks a 
runner. O’Connor is kidnapped and 
all the craft and wiles of the vil- 
lagers turned loose to force him to 
give his all for Rimrock. The D. D. 
Beauchamp script, from his own 
story, gives everything a slaphappy 
touch that makes for strong laughs 
as directed by George Sherman. 
Latter’s guidance is fast and ex- 
cellently valued to point up the 
chuckles. 

O’Connor makes an advantageous 
appearance. working hard and 
pleasing. Penny Edwards does an 
okay chore as the romantic interest. 
Two solid characterizations are in 
the seasoned hands of Miss Main, 
mayor of Rimrock, and Percy Kil- 
bride, livery stable owner. Joe 
Besser, comic sheriff, Harry Shan- 
non and Fred Kohler. Jr., rival 
town heavies, Howland Chamberiin, 
Edmund Cobb, Joel Friedkin, I. 
Stanford Jolley and others come 
through capably. 

Leonard Goldstein’s production 
has given this sturdy mounting on a 
medium budget, assuring good re- 
turns. The lensing by Irving Glass- 
berg, editing, score and other tech- 
nical factors are good assists. 

Brog. 


Coroner Creek 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, May 29. 


Columbia release of Harry Joe Brown 
(Producers Actors) production, Stars Ran- 


dolph Scott, Marguerite Chapman; features 
George Macready, Sally. Bilers, Kdgar 
Buchanan. Directed by Ray Enright. 
Screenplay, Kenneth Gamet; udapted from 





‘Columbia has a .mighty solid 
western entry in “Coroner Creek.” 
The stress is on deadly gunfighter 
action and it’s rough, tough exam- 
ple of straight western fare that 
spares no punches. The melo- 
dramatic heroics have-been given 
a Cinecolor garb that adds appeal 
and the general worth of this one 
for the outdoor trade has been 
heightened by some knock-down, 
drag-out fisticuffs that have rarely 
been matched on the screen. 


Forthright direction by Ray En- 
right gives strong guidance to the 
Luke Short novel from which this 
one was adapted. Plotting follows 
the somewhat cryptic Short writing 
style but it all adds up in the end 
and Enright keeps it hitting hard 
throughout. Script by Kenneth 
Gamet is excellent, depicting the 
relentless pursuit of avenging gun- 
man, Randolph Scott, as he tracks 
down the man behind an Indian 





~ tie | 





raid on a stemecnns® and theft of 
rich payroll loot. 

Setting is the town of Coroner 
Creek, where the villain has es- 
tablished himself as a respected 
citizen through use of his stolen 
gold. Scott’s efforts to smoke him 
out into the open lead to many 
scenes of deadly menace that will 
satisfy the most bioodthirsty fan. 
One of the peak moments of’ ex- 
citement is reached when Scott 
and Forrest Tucker, henchman of 
the villain, come together in a 
physical clash that ends with 
bloody heads and _ broken. fists, 
leaving them crippled throughout 
the rest of the footage. It’s a re- 
alistic staging guaranteed to sate 
the brute in the action seeker. 

Film stresses characterization 
and the cast delivers. In addition 
to Scott’s strong work, Marguerite 
Chapman appears to advantage in 
the femme lead. George Macready 
makes a menacing villain. Sally 
Eilers does well by a character 
not too clearly established and 
Edgar Buchanan’s sheriff is top- 
notch. ~ Barbara Reed, a femme 
souse; Wallace Ford, exceptionally 
good as a ranch character; Forrest 
Tucker, Joe Sawyer, Douglas Fow- 
ley, Lee Bennett and William 
Bishop are among the others who 
add capable performances. 

Production supervision by Harry 


| Joe Brown is expertly valued to 


make this one pay off. Scenic set- 
tings and other worthwhile dress- 
ings have been given ace lensing 
by Fred H. Jackman, Jr., and the 
editing by Harvey Manger is con- 
cise. Brog. 





My Dog Rusty 
Hollywood, June 5. 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production, Features Ted Donaldson, John 


Litel, Ann Doran, Mona Harrie, Whitford 
Kane, Jimmy Lloyd, Lewis L. Russell. Di- 
rected by Lew Landers, Screenplay, Brenda 
Weisberg; story, William B. Sackheim, 
Brenda Weisberg; based upon characters by 
Al Martin; camera, Vineent Farrar; edi- 
tor, Jerome Thoms. At the Vogue, Holly- 
wood, June 3, ‘48. Running time, 64 MINS, 
Binney Mitodelss ssss4-30 40:20 Ted Donaldson 
BMugh Mitchell... .cccesdsceccncs. John Litel 
Bars. . MMCHOT. < ..cvicenistcgese esd Ann Doran 
Dr. Toni Cordell. .rccecscvcres: Mona Berrie 
Bae, SWONOTE...cvcedecetuses Whitford Kane 
ON DIO ss gon cs seas tans neue Jimmy Lloyd 
Mayor Fulderwilder...... Lewis L. Russell 
PED. ios ees esavedbadeteee Harry Harvey 
eee Dooley... . 6000666 iesednes Olin Howlin 
eee WOFTdeN, . . cbcvesseveceeas Ferris Taylor 
Gernia Hebble. . ic cscsecss: Mickey McGuire 
Bee WOPden... .cscoeanvesis Dwavne Hickman 
a VRORUGR . 040 ce centsbecantu David Ackles 
emer Woley ...cs.ccscesies Teddy Infuhr 
Mrs. Foley..........Minta Durfee Arbuckle 
eh rs ear? eee rae Flame 





“My Dog Rusty” is another of 
Columbia’s sentimental little sagas 
dealing with a child and his dog. 
It will fare no better no rworse 
than other entries in the series in 
the secondary bookings for which 
it is slated. 

All the to-ao in the Brenda 
Weisberg script deals with a kid 
whose habit of lying ruins his 
father’s campaign for mayor. None 
of the plotting is particularly be- 
lieveable and treads a saccharine 
path. The kid’s meddling that 
brings temporary disgrace on the 
father, the parent’s attitude toward 
an unruly son and the lack of rea- 
son for the son’s disobedience 
makes for dull doings. 

Ted Donaldson fails to register 
as the bad boy but the combina- 
tion of kid and dog, in the latter 
instance the handsome Flame, is 
always good for certain type of 
family audience. John Litel and 
Ann Doran are okay as the father 
and mother, as are Mona Barrie 


}and Whitford Kane, a blind man. 


Lew Landers’ direction over- 


|comes, to some extent. the weak 








novel by Luke Short; camera (Cinecolor), | script. Producer Wallace Mac- 
Fred H. Jackman, Jr.; score, Rudy | D Id h hz ° 
Schrager; editor, Harvey Manger.’ Pre- | ona as aped the physical 
viewed May 27, ‘48 Running time, 89, budget values in okay fashion. 
MINS. i ; 

Chris Danning.............- Randolph Scott Technical credits are standard. 
Kate Hardison......... Marguerite Chapman Brog. 
Younger Miles...........-- George Macready dngtinekentneansimpsttingets 

DeNea Harms...........--....... Sally Bilers 

Sheriff U’Hea...........--- Edgar Buchanan 16 Fathoms Deep 

A btite MINS. . os. ho Foe ee ce ci ees Barbara Reed (COLOR) 

Andy West....csecccvtvocnsss Wallace Ford 

Birnie Cembe. .4.0s. sevens Forrest Tucker Hollywood, June 5. 
Leach Conover............+: William Bishop Monogram release of Arthur Lake proeduc- 
Die VOPEI ei bak oc vccsec tase cee Joe Sawyer tion, produced by James 8. Burkett and 
Walt Hardison.........++-- Russell Simpson | Irving Allen; directed by Allen. Stars Lon 
Stew Shallis.......sccceee-s Douglas Fowley | Chaney, Jr., Arthur Lake, Lloyd Bridges, 
TW MONLY. 5s. cwecteccsccisrse Lee Bennett) Eric Feldary, ‘Tanis Chandler: features 
McCune 2... .eeecrevccercsees Forrest Taylor! John Qualen, Ian MacDonald, Dickie 
RSS Se ee eee Phil Schumaker | Moore, Harry Cheshire. Screenplay, Max 
Ray Flanders..........0-+: Warren Jackson | Trejl; adaptation, Forrest Judd; from story, 


‘e Fathoms Under,’’ by Eustace’ L. 

Adams; camera (Ansco), Jack Greenhalgh; 

editor, Charles Craft. Previewed June 8, 
om 


"48. Running time, 78 MINS, 

res RS PR ery Lon Chaney 
NOs. 20) .000 ohne Cabs va ete Cietal Arthur Lake 
DFOUIBIAE, 1 oles sc sv iadeersbocsts Lloyd Bridges 
BIR oe sds. Pied ect éevetbawet vag Eric Feldary 
DR Cc in ested ed0ss os veei< Tanis Chandler 
SA i» Shans be tecnchedekhess John Qualen 
PENONR 629 0.50 0:6 Geib een ceases en Ian MacDonald 
SOOO... « esébn cy dp ence dgadKuns Dickie Moore 
Meta Ci es KTRN eK er 6un ceee’ Harry Cheshire 
Captain Briatoe. iii. sccevtss ve John Bleifer 
Sea oho Hanis vies Fk 600 Chaos Grant Means 
SE Sees Ree ee ee John Gonatos 
PU IIs oe inekcngeteus Allen Mathews 





“16 Fathoms Deep” is a mildly 
developed story of sponge fishing 
in the Gulf of Mexico. Chief in- 
terest lies in background and fact 
that it is the first feature film to 
be released in the new Ansco-color 
process. Hues compare with other 
tint mediums and have a natural- 
ness easy on the eye. : 

Story is tied together with nar- 
ration and spins off a full hour be- 
fore any excitement is generated. 
This, coupled with slowly paced 


~ De eee a 


Protestant’s Pic 


Second religious film to-be 
turned out by the Protestant 
Film Commission, “My Name 
Is Han,” documents with re- 
straint and good taste the case 
for Christian missionary work 
in China. The film, running 27 
minutes, was photographed on 
the Chinese scene by Julian 
Bryan’s International _Film 
Foundation. Its acting is ex- 
pert though non-professional 
while its camera work is slick 
and sharply etched. : 

“Han” preems non-theatric- 
ally in some 100 cities, June 
15, with churches mainly play- 
ing the part of the exhibitor. 
The commission, however, 1s 
also plugging for theatrical 
distribution and with this in 
mind has talked up the idea 
with several majors. They've 
responded with interest in the 
proposal, commission spokes- 
man said. , 

Only marring factor in the 
film is a tendency towards 
stilted and wooden language 
dotting the running commen- 
tary. Relating the efforts of 
the Chinese to restore their 
ruined farms and villages fol- 
lowing the Nip incursion, pic 
focuses on one family and 


how the Christian church 
played an important role in its 
life. Central character of 


Han, won over finally to Chris- 
tianity, is soundly portrayed 
by a Chinese peasant. Other 
roles are nicely sketched. Wit. 








direction, makes for spotty inter- 
est. Lloyd Bridges does the nar- 
rating, portraying ex-Navy diver 
who hits the beach. at Tarpon 
Springs in try to get on a sponge 
boat. He joins with a new boat 
owner and crew in the highly com- 


petitive industry and the doings | 


follow a formula line in try for 
melodramatics. 

The underwater sequences were 
filmed in Rainbow Springs, Fla,, 
and Marineland Studios at St. 
Augustine, Fla. Menace, outside 
of human villainry, is supplied by 
deep-water denizens such as sharks 
and giant clams. Underwater 
shots have beauty but don’t match 
supposed 16 fathoms deep location 
of action. 

Lon Chaney, Jr., portrays the 
crooked sponge dealer whose 
henchmen try to best the new boat 
crew. Arthur Lake is in for broad 
comedy as camera-snapping tour- 
ist. Eric Feldary makes an ade- 
quate boat owner-diver and shares 


romance with Tanis Chandler. 
Bridges shows best, along with 
‘John Qualen, Dickie Moore and 


Harry Cheshire. 

Film is presented as an Arthur 
Lake production for Monogram re- 
lease. Irving Allen’s direction 
would have brought off the mclo- 
dramaties with more interest had 
the pace been sharpened. Jack 
Greenhalgh did the good color 
lensing and other credits are stand- 
ard. Brog. 





Germania Anno Zero 
(Germany the Year Naught) 


(ITALIAN) 

: Rome, May 30. 

Universalia-GDB release of ‘Teverfilm 
(Roberto Rossellini) production. Direction 
and original story by Rossellini; screenplay, 
Rossellini and Max Colpet. Camera, Robert | 
Julliard; editor, Eraldo Da Roma. Pre- 
viewed Rome, May 30, '48. Running time. 
74% MINS, 
Ns 5s ats. Gh Edy se des Edmund Meschke 
Edmund’s Father.......... Ernst Pittscehau 
ee ee Fe ee Invetraud Hinzf 
PERO o's ia vo de %0d 2 eo Franz Grueger 
BOMMMEOOCHE? . 04a Pesbacdricces Eric Guehne 
. 





“Germany has backtracked 1948 
years. It’s now at naught —as if 
Christ weren’t born, since they 
wanted to kill Him again. There- 
fore, don’t seek traces of our civ- 
ilization in this film. They’ve dis- 
appeared.” 

Film opens with this foreword. 
Not the slightest sign of comedy 
lightens the pic, being out of place 
in such a dark story. The film of- 
fers repulsive characters and epi- 
sodes, too, because they’re needed 
by the film’s nature itself. Hav- 
ing resolved to mirror a world 
which has lost every moral rule, 
producer - director - writer Roberto 
Rossellini has done it without un- 
derscorings, in an extremely ob- 
jective, cold manner, turning out 
more document than documentary 
—a film unique in motion picture 
history. 

Comparison is impossible be- 
tween this and previous Rossellini 
films. What “Open City” and 
“Paisan” had of heart and hu- 
manity is entirely gone here—at 
least for three-quarters of the 
footage. In his denial of all the 
screen is supposed to call for, 
Rossellini has gone to extremes. 

Film deals with some objection- 
able material for U. S. standards. 


If censors don’t frown, it will have 


surefire returns in art situations, 
even if larger exploitation seems 





hampered by the kind of story and 
lack of commercial outertainaent 


in the accepted sense. German 
dialog also won't help, at least 
with Italian-language trade, al- 
though it adds to the film’s au- 
thenticity. 

+ Film deals with terrifying do- 
ings. There are boys in it who 
kill their parents and then com- 
mit suicide. There are girls—but 
they’re prostitutes. There are 
school teachers—but they’re of 
perverted natures. All this, on the 
terrifying background of bombed- 
out Berlin, where phantom-like 
people aré living as they can, one 
selling black market goods which he 
immediately steals again, another 
playing for the Allies’ enjoyment 
the record of one of Hitler’s 
speeches among the ruins of the 


Chancery. 
Film has a sequence of great 
poetry. When little Edmund 


Meschke, after having poisoned his 
father, meets the school teacher 
who suggested the crime to him 
and tells him about his deed, the 
man chases him, horrified. The 
boy can’t understand why, but he 
realizes that something monstrous 
has happened. ‘He walks along the 
ravaged streets of the city, made 
wretched by an inner conflict 
which the camera masterfully 
catches in every nuance at the 
right pitch. 

This wandering, which leads to 
death, is handled like a game—a 
sinister, moving game. Now it’s a 
stone the boy picks up and casts 
away, then it’s a ball he throws 
back to other boys, now it’s sliding 
for fun on a bombed roof-side, and 
finally it’s his voluntary jump into 
the void and death. This episode, 
intensely breathtaking and done 
with superb artistry, is the best of 
the film and one of the best ever 
turned out. 

Pic isn’t acted but “lived.” Pro 
and non-pro cast play it with 
uniform sincerity. Meschke is the 
| most impressive of the lot. deliver- 
ing a poignant, believable por- 
trayal as the young disgraced hero. 
| Photography by Robert Julliard 
keeps a constant balance between 
location shootings and _ studio 
scenes, latter being made extreme- 
ly authentic by Piero Filippone’s 
sets. Score by Renzo Rossellini 
always helps activate the drama. 


Quat. 


Blind Desire 
(La Part de L’Ombre) 
(FRENCH) 


Discina_ International Films release of 
Michel Safra-Andre Paulve production, 
Stars Jean-Louis Barrault, Kdwige Feuil- 





lere. Directed by Jean Dellanoy. Screene 
play, Charles Spaak, Jean Dellanoy; came 
era, Roger Hubert: music, George Auric; 
Kinglish titles, Bernard Friend. Previewed 
in N. Y¥., June 4, 48. Running time, 88 
MINS. 

Michel Kremer....coee. Jean-Louis Barrault 
RONER FIOM nic cciceieves Edwige Feuillere 
| Se ee oe Jean Wall 
| Pierte’ Minin... . fesscéecde. Raphael Patorni 
Madame Berthe..................Line Noro 
i SET Pe eee ee ee ee Hlelene Vervors 
BUM, oc decant de cedsis dees Yves Deniaud 
SOPORIG. IOV E soc ccc ccccneeaces Jéan Yonnel 





(In French; English Titles) 
“Blind Desire” has two strikes 
on it for the U.S. Picture, firstly, 
iis too strongly wrapped up with 
_the careeer of a temperamental 
/musician-composer, few  foreign- 
|makes of this ilk having done big 
|biz. Second handicap is lack of 
‘action and humor. Hence, this looks 
_to do only moderately well at arty 
| houses. 
| Exhibitors have Edwige Feuillere © 
‘and Jean-Louis Barrault for name 





value, but that won’t be enough. 
Story is of a _ violinist-composer 
who is thwarted in an early ambi- 
jtion, and it’s not told particularly 
|well.. Jean Dellanoy, who directed, 
jhad a hand in scripting. Barrault, 
|2 musician with a touch of genius, 
‘is depicted running away from the 
| easy-to-take attentions of Miss 
| Feuillere, daughter of a _ noted 
musician. Ten years later she again 
'plans to run off with him but the 
| musician’s mistress then interferes. 
|Final meeting, 20 years after the 
first spat, finds Barrault’s landlady, 
apparently his new sweetie, cutting 
off a final chance for the two to 
find happiness. 

Miss Feuillere lends considerable 
beauty to the pic. Helene Vercors 
is especially fine as the mistress, 
while Line Noro makes a forceful 
landlady. Barrault gets too much 
footage. 

Nice production values, excellent 
music by George Auric and a 
superbly staged concerthall se- 
quence are some of the _ film’s 
merits. Wear. 


Glass Maps Pic Bally 


George Glass, v.p. of Screen 
Plays, Inc., indie production unit, 
arrived in New York Monday (7) 
from the Coast to work out plans 
for preem of the indie unit’s ini- 
tial picture, “So This Is New 
York,” in Philadelphia during the 
Republican convention later this 
month. 

Film’s star, Henry Morgan, will 
make personal appearances in 
Philly in an exploitation campaign 
built to satirize the political go- 
ings-on. a 
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Rio No Longe the 


Latinos Mecca: 


Entertainment Center Moves South 


Rio de Janiero, May 25. 


,% 





Rio de Janeiro, is no longer 
South America’s mecca of enter- 
tainment, as she was before Gen- 
eral Dutra’s regime nixed gambling 
in the city’s night spots. Tourists 
still flock to Rio, but if they're 
looking for gay night entertain- 
ment, they must now go south to 
Buenos Aires for it. Minus the 
gambling to foot the bill, Rio’s 
night life is practically non-exist- 
ent. 

Formerly the enormous turnover 
from the Da Urea, Casablanca and 
Atlantico casinos allowed the Rio 
nitery operators to put on deluxe 
shows, mostly U. S. or European 
imported, charging only very mini- 
mum cover charges. 

There are only three first-class 
niteries. operating at present in 
Rio. Night and Day, operated by 
the Hotel Serrador, the city’s new- 
est hotel, in the city center known 
as Cinelandia, which concentrates 
most filmhouses. Night and Day 
operates as the hotel’s dining- 


room, with only a la carte meals |- 


served. 

What used to be the Casablanca 
casino is now a deluxe nitery. The 
nearby Casino da Urca has been 
shuttered since the gambling ban, 
but there are plans to open up an- 
other nitery there when the tour- 
ist season proper comes into force 
in June and July. 

Further along Rio’s beaches, at 
the Copabana Palace hotel, the 
most tastefully decorated of the 
city’s night spots is the Golden 
Room. The casino  Atlantico 
still further out from the cen- 
ter of Rio city, has been shrouded 
since the gambling ban, and is 
currently being converted to a 
cabaret, with taxi-girls skedded for 
the terrace floors and a restaurant 
operating on the ground floor. 


AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY 
CALLS OUTSIDE PIXERS 


While Austrian studio facilities 
have been more or less passed up 
by French, British and American 
producers in recent months, there’s 
a strong possibility that Viennese 
picture plants will be utilized by 
outside filmmakers in the near 
future, according to Eugen Sharin, 
former chief films officer with the 
U. S. Army’s Austrian occupation 
forces. Returned to N. Y. from a 
seven-week European junket, he 
said that Austrian production costs 
are only a fourth of that required 
to turn out an equivalent pic in 
the U. S. 

Failure of producers in the past, 
to make pictures in Austria, Sharin 
felt, was due to the fact that the 
Austrian schilling fluctuated wildly 
and, furthermore, nearby Italian 
studios were more attractive. But 
the situation has changed now, he 
declared. The schilling is rela- 
tively stabilized and Italian film 
financing is becoming tighter. In 
addition, production costs in Italy 
are spiraling. At present, he said, 
a picture can be made in that 
country only 50% cheaper than in 
Hollywood, compared to a much 
higher Italian economy ratio some 
months ago. 

The Austrian film industry, 
dealt a hard blow in the closing 
days of the war when the Russians 
carted off quantities of technical 
equipment, has been restored to a 
great extent, Sharin said, and 
small stages are operating in the 
American and British zones as well 
as in the large Rosenhuegel plant 
in the Russian sector. 


Import Hobbles Likely 
On Films in Portugal 


Lisbon, June 2. 

Authorities have notified dis- 
tributors that film importation re- 
strictions, hitherto unknown in this 
country, may be introduced. For 
this reason they have to declare 
(1) the amount of U.S. dollars they 
spent in the last three years for 
import; (2) the exact dates when 








these transfers were made; (3) the | 


respective bankers who effected 
the transfers. 

Communication asks for urgent 
replies to reach a decision as soon 
as possible, since import-licenses 
won't be granted before the new 
regulations are introduced. Para- 
mount and Metro are known to 
have all stock for next season here 
in vaults. 


- 


'RKO-Hoyts in Longterm 


Aussie Pact Renewal 
Sydney, May 26. 
RKO and Hoyts, major cinema 
| loop, have made a new 10 years’ 
| contract. Renewal was handled by 
| Ernest Turnbull, Hoyts’ chief, and 
| Ralph Doyle, RKO’s local topper. 
| RKO will be up with the leaders 
| this year on earnings, hitting the 
| jackpot with “Best Years,” cur- 
| rently winding up a Sydney run of 
| 35 weeks and set for second-re- 
| lease. Danny Kay pix likewise are 
| top grossers in all situations here. 
| Signing of contract renewal gives 
| RKO playdates in around 156 key 
and urban cinemas. 


| 
US. Exhibs to Feel Brunt 
Of Intended French Pix 
Bill Increasing Taxes 


Paris, June 1. 

Frantic efforts are currently be- 
ing made by Frank McCarthy, Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. continental rep, 
to marshal opposition against the 
intended cinema bill to-be voted 
upon by the National Assembly 
within a month. This bill, if voted, 
would not only create in practice a 
levy on American grosses for the 
single benefit of French industry, 
but might be also construed as a 
first step towards socialization of 
the French industry. 

The bill, which has been now 
okayed by the film commission, and 
is known as the Gerraud-Jouve bill 
(Jouve is the head of the Press and 
Cinema committee in the National 
Assembly), provides for the fol- 
lowing: i 

1. An additional tax of five 
francs on each admission from 35 
to 65 francs; 10 frances on admis- 
sion from 65 to 90 francs, and 20 
francs on admissions from to 
120 francs. This is expected to 
provide about 1,000,000,000 frances 
yearly to be used for the benefit of 
French production, and is to be in 
force for three years. 

2. A tax to be paid by the dis- 
tribs, this distribution tax to be 
from 80 to 100 francs per meter for 
original versions with French sub- 
titles, and of from 800 to 1,000 
francs per meter on all French and 
dubbed-in French films. This 
would be in force for 10 years and 
would be applied to the improve- 
ment of exhibition facilities. 


South African Elections 
May Spike Com’l Radio 


Johannesburg, June 2. 


Change of government, with 
General Smuts’. United Party de- 
feated by the Nationalist Party 
under Dr. Malan, has interesting 
implications on the radio setup. 

General feeling is that the new 
government will be even less likely 
than the United Party to accept the 
recommendations of the recent 
Broadcasting Commission regard- 
ing commercial radio in this coun- 
try. In any case, in view of the 
government change and the many 
pressing problems that will have 
to be dealt with by a party with a 
bare working majority, it’s not ex- 
pected that the matter will reach 
the discussion stage for many 
months to come. 

If commercial radio is introduced 
into this country it will apparently 
be at least two to three years be- 
fore any station or stations will be 
operating. In view of the change 
in the political situation, it might 
never happen. 


Guitry Continues To 











‘ Paris, June 3. 

Sacha Guitry continues to find 
himself in hot water these days. 
During a motor. trip with friends 
in the center of France, he was 
kidnapped by some _ hotheaded 
youths who disapproved of his 
Petain regime record, and com- 
pelled him to make obeisance be- 
fore a Resistance monument. 

On his return to Paris, he had to 
appear in court where he is being 
sued by actress Helene Perdriere 





'for allegedly defaming her_char- |- 


acter in his book, “Four Years of 
Occupation.” 


Flounder in Hot Water 








ba Forst’s Swiss 256 Suit: 


Vienna, June 1. 

Swiss Interna Film Co. is suing 
Forst Films for $25,000 damages. 
An agreement called for delivery 
of U.S. Kodak film material for 
production of “Hofrat Geiger.” 
Forst Films in return promised 
Interna the pix rights for Switzer- 
land. 

But Interna, Forst claims, de- 
livered Gevaert raw film material, 
which wasn’t any good. After 
preem here, Forst gave Swiss rights 
to another Zurich company, Judge 


| postponed hearings. 





French Talent Usurping 
Italian Pix Studios As 
Paris Tempo Falters 


Rome, May 26. 

Rome looks like a branch of the 
French cinema these days. While 
Paris studios are empty, Rome’s 
are crowded and resounding—with 
Gallic faces and talk. 

Four French stars are working 
now in “Fabiola” at Universalia 
studios — Michele Morgan, Michel 
Simon, Louis Salou and Henri 
Vidal. Miss Morgan is returning 
to Paris, but will be back in Oc- 
tober for the title roie in another 
Universalia pic, “Eurydice,” under 
Marcel Carne’s direction. 

Inked also by Universalia is 
Micheline Presle. She'll star in 
“The Last Days of Pompeii,” with 
a French director, Marcel L’Her- 
bier, and French lenser, Roger 
Hubert. Rene Clair also has to 
make one pic here for Universalia. 
Other current French imports are 
Jacques Sernas and Georges 
Flamant. Sernas, is on his third 
Italian film, “The Mill on the Po,” 
produced by Lux. Flamant, -who 
made “Angelica” here in 1939 at 
Sealera studios, is working in 
Edi’s “11 Men and a Ball.” . 


Summer will bring a new ar- 
rival of French filmers — among 
others Rene Clement and Jean 
Gabin, former as director and lat- 
ter as co-star, with Isa Miranda, 
of “Three Days of Love,” now in 
preparation at Titanus studios. 
Also expected is Viviane Romance, 
due for the fourth time at Roman 
studios to star in a historical pic. 





Italian Dent in B. A. 
Buenos Aires, May 15. 

Studio production continues 
apace in Buenos Aires, with Italian 
talent now muscling into the local 
scene. 

AAA has been putting the finish- 
ing touches to “Street Cry” (“La 
Calle Grita”) which was delayed 
due to illness of Enrique Muino. 
AAA has signed up Carlos Rinaldi 
for directing chores with Angel 
Magana as star. 

At the same time, San Miguel 
Studios have signed Antonio Leon- 
viola, Italian director who has 
worked with Roberto Rosellini. 
Aldo Fabrizzi has wound up his 
personal appearances and is start- 
ing work on “The Immigrant,” his 


first picture in an Argentine studio. 





New Austrian film version of 
“Lysistrata,” Greek classic comed 
by Aristophanes, has been acquired 
for U. S. release by Distinguished 
Films. Film was completed in Vi- 
enna early this year with approval 
of U.S. occupation forces. is 


Current London Shows 


London, June 8. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“All My Sens,” Lyric (1) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (32). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (53). 
“Barretts,” Garrick (6). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (59). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (5). 
“Calypso,” Playhouse (3). 
“Caribbean Rhap., Wales (1) 
“Carissima,” Palace (13). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (41). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (54). 
“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (13). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (1) 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (11). 
“Hellzapoppin,” Princes (9). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (53). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (43). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (9). 
“Maid to Measure,” Camb. (3). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (19). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd. (36). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (49). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (58). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (30). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (5). ? 
“Present Laughter,’ H’ymkt (60). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (19). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (31). 
“Travellers’ Joy,” Crit. (1). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (51). 
“Worm’s View.” Whitehall (58). 








Nationalized Pix Setup for Uruguay; 


Newsreel Censors Strong 


in Algeria 


-Washington, June 8. 





Coin Curbs Stymie Loew’s 
Latino Deal for ‘Paisan’ 
Deal by which the Italian film, 

“Paisan,” was to have been booked 
into all Loew’s houses in Latin 
America has fallen through. 
stumbled over failure of the thea- 
tre circuit and the distribs of the 
picture to agree on manner of pay- 
ment in nations where currency 
remittances are snagged. 

Latino rights are owned by the 
States Commercial Corp., N. Y. 
With the dropping of the Loew 
deal, plan now is to offer the pic- 
ture for sale to distribs territori- 
ally. Rene Oulman, who’s asso- 
ciated with SCC in release of the 
film, is now preparing Spanish and 
Portuguese versions. 

Mayer & Burstyn own U. ‘S. 
rights. Pic, at the World, N. Y.; 
is currently Broadway’s long-run 
record-holder. 


Mex Charubusco Studios 
To Fold Under Pay Load, 
They Tell Federal Board 


Mexico City, June 8. 

Mexico’s leading pic studios, 
those at Churubusco, local suburb, 
established three years ago by 
RKO and its Mexican associate, 
Productores Asociados Mexicanos, 
are on the skids and will go under 
unless the operators can cut 
salaries. 

That’s what they told the federal 
board of conciliation and arbitra- 
tion in asking its okay for a gen- 
eral 40% pay cut and drastic re- 
duction of several costly employee 
benefits. They told the board that 
from Nov. 1, 1945, to June 1, °48, 
studios ran $500,000 in the red, 
with loss of $175,000 between last 
Nov. 1 ‘and March 25. From Nov. 
1, 1945, to June 1, °48, $1,200,000 
was taken in against $1,700,000 out- 
go. Company is capitalized for 
$2,000,000. 

Case is complicated by the de- 
mand of the National Cinemato- 
graphic Industry Workers Union 
(STIC), controller of the Churu- 
busco studios help, for a work con- 
tract revision featuring a 60% pay 
hike. Studios’ chiefs told the 
board this demand is ridiculous in 
view of the progressive biz losses. 
Charles Woram is the _ studios’ 
head. . 


European Pix Censors 








Push Sale of Aspirin 


Paris, June 2. 

European censors are increasing- 
ly suffering from itching of the 
scissors. Trend was shown here by 
the recent screening of “Cloch- 
emerle” by government func- 
tionaries to try protect the cloth, 
the army and most of all the 
politicos from the pic’s razzing. 
Also the parleys which resulted 
in Georges Clouzot altering the 
ending of the script of his 
““Manouche.” 

In Portugal, it seems that the 
censors zre making use of their 
power not only to eliminate of- 
fending parts of pix, but also to 
try and restrict imports by ban- 
ning them so as to prevent too 
many dollars leaving the country. 
They are also ogling some tieup 
with Spain in that direction. In 
Holland the English pic, “Brighton 
Rock,” based on Graham Greene’s 
novel, has been banned, con- 
sidered a danger to public morals 
because of numerous crime ep- 
isodes. 

The Rank Organization in Lon- 
don is protesting the action of 
the Breen office scissoring “Blue 
Lagoon” and “Mrs. Polly’s Story” 
and insisting on changes in the 
script of Sidney Box’s “Bad Lord 
Byron.” 





Praesen’s Anni Pic 
Zurich, June 8. 

Praesens Films, makers of 
“Marie-Louise,” “The Last Chance” 
and “The Search,” will be celebrat- 
ing its 25th anniversary next year. 

Company is planning for its an- 
niversary pic the first Swiss film 
version of Gottfried Keller’s 
“Kleider machen Leute,” if pos- 
sible (for the first time in Swiss 
film-history) in color. 


A nationalized film production 
industry is to be created in Uru- 
guay, probably the most democratic 
of all the Latin-American states, 
Nathan D. Golden, chief of the mo- 





It ‘today (8). 


tion picture-photographic branch 
of the Dept. of Commerce, disclosed 


Report disclosed that a commis- 
sion of five has been appointed by 
the Uruguayan Ministry of Indus- 
tries and Labor which is to draft 
the necessary legislation within the 
next two months. The commission 
includes an engineer, painter, play- 
wright, the owner of Montevideo 
Films, and the director of the Serv- 
icio Fotocinematografico of the 
Ministry of Public Instruction. 


| Whether this would swallow up ex- 


isting private production, or merely 
supplement it, is not clear. 
Reports on other countries: 
ALGERIA: Censorship of all 
newsreels has been in effect since 
April, and apparently will continue. 
Theatres in Algiers and Tunis were 
not permitted to show any reels 
touching on the assassination and 
funeral of Mahatma Gandhi. Criti- 
cism of American films remains the 





same—that they are either too 
subtle or too psychological in 
theme. In addition, pix with war 
themes are getting the nix at the 
boxoffice. 

FINLAND: Domestic industry is 
threatened with paralysis due te 
sharp differences between the stu- 
dios and actors, chiefly over wages. 
Studios claim production costs 
have jumped so much they cannot 
pay the higher wages demanded by 
the stars. The boxoffice has been 
hard hit. with the public not nearly 
so loose with its coin-as last year. 

HUNGARY: All matters relating 
to motion pictures have been cen- 
tralized under the control of a 
newly established Motion Picture 
Bureau, working under the Prime 
Minister. This ties in with the gov- 
ernment program for more inten- 
sive control over production, im- 
ports, distribution and exhibition 
of pictures. 


PARAGUAY PUTS NIX 
ON ALL SOVIET PIX 


Buenos Aires, May 28. 

The Paraguayan government has 
now followed the Argentine in re- 
fusing permits for exhibition of 
Russian pix. In Paraguay the order 
was given via a circular sent by 
the Chief of the Asuncion Police 
to all pix theatres in the country. 
The order also applies to any “pic- 
tures which directly or indirectly 
propagandize for the Union of 
Socialist Soviet Republics,” from 
whatever country they may come. 
“In tina there has been no 
direct order prohibiting the Russ 
pix entertainment but any theatre 
attempting to exhibit them is 
promptly tipped off by telephone 
that exhibition must be withdrawn 
“or else.” 


_ > J e 
Argentine’s Mex Pix Nix 
° 7 
Stirs Govt. Action Call 
Mexico City, June 1. 
Charging boycotting and dis- 
crimination against Mexican pix in 
Argentina, the National Cinema- 
tographic Commission has asked 
the Mexican government to take 
diplomatic action to correct the 
situation. Mexican pix, because of 
this hamstringing, get only a mini- 
mum yield in the Argentine, 
whereas Argentinian pix get a 
juicy return in Mexico, Commis- 


sion says. 

Cc isn’t in accord with 
some in the Mexican film trade 
who demand retaliation against 
Argentinian pix in Mexico. It 
thinks that diplomatic action is the 
only way to handle the case. 


Gruenstein’s Ist Film 
Chosen for Festival 


Vienna, May 25. 

“Annie,” a Styria-Berna Wien 
output, has been picked, prior to 
its preem, to represent Austria at 
the forthcoming Locarno Festival. 
Pic stars Elfie Mayrhofer and Sieg- 
fried Breuer, and was directed by 
Max Neufeld. Robert Stolz and 
Peter Wehle wrote the musical 
score. 

Pic marks first postwar produc- 
tion of Moritz Gruenstein, who re- 














turned to Vienna as a U. S. citizen. 
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Metro Finds Reissues No Bonanza; 


New Prints, 


Etc, Costly Items 





Despite the growing inclination ¢- 


among exhibitors to favor reissues 
over minor-budgeted B films, the 
goldmine expected to be found by 
the majors in reviving their oldies 
has already started to peter out. 

Metro, whieh started the reissue 
ball rolling with optimistic predic- 
tions of the top grosses they would 
ring up, has found biz so disap- 
pointing on some of the most 
promising oldies that it’s pulled 
them out of release. Company, 
consequently, has determined not 
to reissue any more with- 
out subjecting it first to the same 
test run enagements given top new 
features. Other major. are 
expected to follow M-G’s example. 

Metro has found that tossing the 
oldies into the release hopper 
without first testing them can be 
extremely costly. If the pix fail 
at the boxoffice or are turned 
down by exhibs, all the money 
sunk into new prints and ad acces- 
sories goes fer maught. “Captains 
Courageous,” “Philadelphia Story” 
and “Ninotchka” were all with- 
drawn from release after new 
prints and aeceessories were or- 
dered, thereby cesting Metro about 
$150,000-$200,000 each. 

From now on, censequently, M-G 
expects to be very careful with 
its reissue slate, giving each oldie 
at least six test runs in various- 
sized cities before putting it into 
general release. Lists of potential 
reissues, heretofore submitted to 
the homeoffice sales department by 
branch managers on the recommen- 
dation of exhibs, is to be checked 
and rechecked. Reissue depart- 
ment chief William B. Zoellner, in 
fact, is currently checking these 
lists on his swing through the 
Metro exchanges... 5 : 

Company has already. started its 
test run poligy in various’ New 
York houses, “Night at the 
Opera” (Marx Bros), “Good 
arth,” “Women” and “Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips” are all now playing 
either on Broadway or in various 
first run art houses. Metro is con- 
vinced that aeceptance of reissues 
in art houses only won't pay.off, so 
will test the pix in other situations 
too. To date, “Rage In Heaven” 
and “Gone With the Wind” have 
been the heaviest M-G reissue 
grossers. 


HAMMOND, IND., WINS NO 
COIN BUT A BETTER ‘RUN’ 


_ Chicago, June 8. 

Settlement of the anti-trust suit 
brought here by the Calumet the- 
atre, Hammond, Ind., against major 
circuits and distribs -* i Siemeters lee 
no cash paymen 
run of the house considerably. Un- 
der the terms of the compromise, 
Calumet which previously followed 
first-runs by 60 days has had the 
time-lag cut to 35 days. It now will 
get product seven days after sec- 
ond-run in Hammond but, in no 
event, can that period exceed 35 
days from first-run. ; 

Suit was settled after nine 





‘ete 


' months of litigation. 


eee 





Seymour 
Simon repped for the plaintiff 
while fronting for the majors were 
Miles Seeley, Vincent O’Brien and 
Edward Johnston. 


4 Majors Named: In 
_ $150,000 Md. Suit 


June 8. 

A $150,000 treble damage anti- 
trust and injunction suit was in- 
stituted in the District of Colum- 
bia Federal court by the Center 
theatre, of Centreville, Md., last 
week against Paramount, 20th-Fox, 
RKO, Columbia, Charles Wingfield, 
a Columbia salesman, and F. B. 
Klein, a Fox salesman. Wingfield 
and Klein also operate theatres in 
Church Hill and Chestertown, Md. 

The suit charges that the de- 
fendants conspired to give Klein 
and Wingfield’s theatres a monop- 
oly of firstrun product in the Mary- 
land eastern shore territory. It is 
also charged that the salesmen are 
assigned to the eastern shore and 
had an inside track*in getting the 
distributor defendants to give them 
firstrun for the theatres which they 
operate. The suit points out clear- 
ance, percentage and playing time 
discriminations. 

The Centreville Amus. Corp. is 
represented by Isseks, Meyers & 
Verdon, of New York, and Robert 





Technicolor’s Kalmus 
Gives Brush to French 
Claims by Roux Bros. 


In the first reaction from any 
U. S. film color outfit to news of 
the recently-acclaimed French 
process, Technicolor prexy Dr. 
Herbert T. Kalmus declared last 


week that the French system 
incorporates techniques which 
Techni tossed out years igo as 
inadequate. 


Basing his statements on a re- 
port from Kay Harrison, ‘‘echni 
managing director in London, Kal- 
mus declared that some of the 
earliest Techni pictures used an 
additive color process similar to 
that reported used by the Roux 
brothers, who developed the new 
French system. Because of “diffi- 
culties,” however, Techni “aban- 
doned this method in favor of a 
subtractive, system.” He also de- 
clared that the system of prisms 
and filters necessary for the Roux 
process “is ill-adapted to meet the 
practical requirements of the mo- 
tion picture industry.” 


DE LUXE LABS ADBS 
A CHI SUBSIDIARY 


Chicago, June 8. 

_ Film~ processing and. develop- 
ment plant will be set up here by 
a newly-formed subsid of DeLuxe 
Laboratories in the near future. 
While specific: details are still lack- 
ing, it’s known that the mew outfit 
has just been formed in Delaware 
under the name Crescent Film 
Laboratories, Inc. 

DeLuxe which is a wholly-owned 
subsid of 20th-Fox has acquired all 
of the A common voting stock of 
Crescent for a $5,000 cash pay- 
ment. There are still 50 shares of 
B common non-voting stock to be 
issued. : 


Recover $8,800 Stolen 
By Mpls. Theatre Usher 


_. Minneapolis, June 8. 

The entire $8,800 stolen from the 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit), Radio City Theatre safe 
was recovered when a 17-year- 
old usher confessed to the theft, 
after a lie-detector test, and led 
police to the money’s hiding place. 
Harry B. French, Minnesota Amus. 
president, said he wouldn’t prose- 
eute the youth, who has been in 
the theatre’s employ for nearly 
three years and was trusted and 
well-liked. The youth’s name, be- 
cause of his age, was undisclosed. 

Carrying off the money bags 
when he was sent to the circuit’s 
main office with the theatre’s re- 
ports, the usher hid them in a bus- 
depot public locker. 


French Freeze 


Continued from page 3 


teday (Wed.) to act as technical 
adviser to the U. S. embassy in re- 
negotiations of the Blum-Byrnes 
accord 
dept. execs also agreed that Eric 
Johnston, MPAA prexy, would 
later trek to France if it should 
prove necessary. 

French government, in accord- 
ance with the terms of the Blum- 
Byrnes pact, have served a six- 
month notice that it wants a re- 
negotiation of terms. Originally, 
it commited itself to pay off $11,- 
400,000 accumulated since before 
the war by the end of 1947. French 
paid 25°% of that sum but the 
balance is still held in French 
banks. = 


MPAA has no power to dicker 
with the French on its,own since 
the whole matter is an affair be- 
tween the U. S. and French gov- 
ernments. Hence, while Mayer 
will tell the embassy that the origi- 
nal offer is unsatisfactory, he will 
not be in a position personally to 
make-a counter-proposition. 

Yank distribs are balking at the 
proposal because it means operat- 
ing at a loss in France for the 
next four years. They would prob- 
ably take remittances in install- 
ments if the sum included current 
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Selanich’s New N.Y. Space 
But Still Favers West 


Selznick Releasing Organization, 
which had announced plans for 
moving its headquarters from New 
York to the Coast this spring, has 
added new office space in Manhat- 
tan. Move west has been pushed 
off until fall and will probably be 
on a considerably smaller scale 
than was originally anticipated. 

It is new expected that distribu- 
tion topper Neil Agnew and some 
of his staff may switch g.h.g. to 
Hollywood, but the bulk of the 
sales organization under salesman- 
ager Miiton Kuseli wiii probabiy 
remain east. Accounting and some 
other subsidiary departments may 
be shifted to the Coast into a 
building Selznick owns out there. 

New office space added on a 
month-to-month basis is in the Ho- 
tel Marguery, Park avenue and 
47th street. It will house the ac- 
eounting department. This makes 
the third building among which 
the homeoffice staff is divided. 


Up Kid Come-Ons 
For Drive-In Biz 


St. Louis. 

Cuffo pony rides, plus a play- 
ground for the kiddies as a b.o. 
lure for grownups, are being. em- 
ployed in this area by the: manage- 
ment of the 1,000 car drive-in 
theatre at Des Peres, Mo., con- 
trelled by Midwest Drive-In The- 
atres. Corp., Boston. 

This is the second b.o. hypo be- 
ing employed by operators of al 
fresco houses in this atea. Fred 
Wehrenberg’s huge drive-in house 
at nearby Sappington uses a cuffo 
admish policy for youngsters in 
addition to a playgrounds, etc. 

Policy now encourages parents to 
bring along their youngsters, thus 
eliminating baby sitters. Meantime, 
operators in the city are finding 
opposish from five drive-in spots in 
the metropolitan area, and film 
row hears that more will be 
erected. 

Kerasotes Bros. Circuit; Spring- 
field, Tl., is readying its new 1,000 
car drive-in theatre near Decatur, 
lil, for an early opening. Feature 
of the $200,000 plant is seats for 
200 persons who prefer to sit in 
chairs rather than in cars. 

Two new drive-in theatres are 
being constructed in the area near 
Herrin, UL Egyptian Theatre 
Corp., headed by Harold E. Greer, 
Hazen Coleman and Wayne L. 
Smith, all of Herrin, is building a 
600 car house and John Marlow 
has a 1,000 car house underway. 

J. D. Graham, Queen City, Mo., 
purchased the Park, a 180-seater in 
Clayton, Ml., from L. C. Petersen. 
ey will be completely face 








Many New N. C. Projects 


Charlotte, N. C. 

Willis Williams, of Kannapolis. 
N. C., will build a Drive-In for 
Negroes on York road near Char- 
lotte city limits at cost of $40,000, 
with a capacity of 350 cars. Be- 
ing constructed by Broekdale Thea- 
tre Corp. 

Two theatres are going up in 
é to open 
this month. Will be operated by 
Lewis Ballard, of Stanley, and C. 
M. Lowe, of Charlotte. 


affecting films. Foreign | McColl. 


r terprises’.new $200,000 
Drive-In midway between Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul, is scheduled 
for June 15. It will aecommodate 


ve Flexer a year ago. 
The MEE also plans to start to 
build two more Drive-In theatres 
in the Twin City area this year or 





Open 2 Upstate Drive-Ins 


Albany. 
Vail Mills Drive-In, first in Am- 
sterdam - Gloversville territory, 
opened May 29 by Harry Lamont. 
Theatre began with single feature 


policy. Ted Rosen, vet of Italian } i 


campaign, appointed manager. 
Moonlight Drive-In, built by. 

Papavanakos Brothers, near Pots- 

dam, has started its new season, 


‘being the first one in that area 


Fabian-Hellman interests. will 
build an 800-car Drive-In on Al- 
bany-Troy Road. Hope to start 
operations this year, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 
One aspect of the contracts between the film companies and the 
Ter ar ow gue stil may be a factor in the possible strike of the Screen 


Actors Guild against the Hollywood studios. 


That is that there is 


nothing in the SAG production code that protects the piayers against 
damage suits or at least contract eancellation in case of a walkout in 


violation of their individual pacts. 


In the case of certain contract play- 


ers with non-option deals at high salaries, cancellation. would be a se- 
rious matter under present retrenchment policies at the studios. With 
most other talent unions, there is a covering clause in the production 
codes to protect the union and/or the individual artist against damage 
suits or contract cancellation in case of a strike. 

However, ir the case of the Equity strike against the Broadway man- 
agers, one of the terms of settlement was stipulation that all suits for 
breach of contract would be nullified. Similarly, in AFRA’s original 


strike threat against the networks 


and agencies in 1938, even though 


there was no existing code and thus no legal protection against breach 
of contract suits, the union and the leading performers proceeded on 
the theory that a basic condition of settlement would be the cancella- 


tion of such suits. 


It’s figured the SAG leaders are following a similar line of reasoning 


in their plans for a possible strike against the studios. 


In that case, 


however, the terms of settlement of such a strike would also have to 
include the withdrawal by the studios of ail canceilations of individual 


contracts. Without such an agreement, a number of prominent SAG 


members might be seriously hurt professionally. 





Color, as a means of emphasizing the dialog and expressing the 
story line was introduced by Rouben Mamoulian in the filming of 
“Summer Holiday” at Metro. One scene shows Mickey Rooney bending 
an elbow in a drab barroom as Marilyn Maxwell walks in with frowsy 
hair and a dirty pink dress. After a couple of drinks down Rooney’s 


guilet, she becomes a giamor gai 


in a seductive crimson gown, and 


the sordid tavern takes on a golden hue. When the gal walks out 


with a gob, the golden hue turns 


to a dark brown and the crimson 


gown turns to a dirty pink as Rooney’s romance is dissolved in two 


bits worth of redeye. 





Western heroes don’t spend all their time galloping thataway to save 
the old rancho. At times they climb off their hosses for a bit of mer- 


chandising. 


Bill Boyd, Mr. Hopalong Cassidy himself, has organized Hopalong 
Cassidy Enterprises to promote the sale of wild west paraphernalia 


among young western fans. 
brand of riding pants for kids. 


Meanwhile, Roy Rogers is plugging a new 





“Children’s Republic,” two-reeler produced in Franee by (Made- 
leine) Carroll Films, will be released in the U. S. by A. F. Films, Inc., 
indie distrib outfit. In addition, the firm has acquired eight French 


shorts. 


“Republic,” narrated by Miss Carroll, is the story of her work with 


French moppets: during and after 


the war. Whether it will receive 


theatrical distribution outside the art houses is yet to be determined. 

















ing to the fore sharply in the final 
three weeks of May. “Silver River” 
(WB) copped fifth position, latest 
Errol Flynn starrer proving much 
stronger than recent ones he’s 
done. Also he undoubtedly was 
helped by co-star Ann Sheridan 
boxoffice-wise. 

“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) and 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) fought 
it out for sixth money right down 
to end of the month, with “Bells” 
again winding up in sixth for sec- 
ond month in a row. “Arch” was 
virtually even with “Bells” in ac- 
tual gross take but eneountered 
more fair or lukewarm weeks than 
the RKO-Lasky entry. The UA- 
Enterprise picture, too, had to 
weather some rather harsh goings-, 
over from crix in many localities. 
Strong selling undoubtedly con- 
tributed to the ability of “Arch” 
to wind up in seventh slot. 

“Sainted Sisters” (Par), which 
was out on release five weeks dur- 
ing the month, slid into eighth 
place mainly on its steady if un- 
sensational trade. “Lady From 
Shanghai” (Col) copped ninth 
spot while “Big Clock” (Par), 
third place winner in April, had 
enough stamina to land 10th 
money. “Sitting Pretty” (20th), 
which finished fourth in April, 
wound up in llth and “All My 
Sons” (U), ended in 12th groove. 
Last-named gained a place in the 
Golden Dozen largely because of 
a spurt of strength in final two 


weeks. 
Runners-Uppers 

Heading runners - up were 
“Woman in White” (WB), “Green 
Grass of Wyoming” (20th), “Ful- 
ler Brush Man” (Col), “Noose 
Hangs High” (EL) and “Berlin 
Express” (RKO) in that order. 
“Express” and “Green Grass” both 
were just gaining momenium’ as 
the month ended. 

“The Pirate” (M-G), which only 
showed in a couple of playdates 
May, hinted some promise. “Time 
of Life” (UA), another 
ing newcomer, indicated real coin- 
getting possibilities on two open- 
ing dates. “Hazard” (Par), also 
a new entry, had not weighed in 
bang enough to show big potential- 


“Raw Deal” (EL) did nicely on 
five Los Angeles openings. “B.F.’s 
Daughter” (M-G) continued with 
mostly modest returns. “Duel in 
Sun” (SRO) chipped in with some 
fresh bookings and still did excel- 
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by Monogram, enjoyed several 
prosperous weeks in May. 
Probably the major disappoint- 
ment of the month was: “Winter 
Meeting” (WB), with a surprising- 
ly large number of fair to thin 
playdates. “Anna Karenina” 
(20th), after only a very modest 
launching in N. Y., has virtually 
disappeared boxoffice-wise. ‘‘Cas- 
bah” (U), also failed to measure 
up to initial promise, “not 
doing badly currently in many 
neighborhood situations. 
“Remember Mama” (RKO), 
which was b.o. champ in April, was 
out in the keys a majority of the 
weeks during May, coming through 


big 
ked City” (U) also rolled up addi- 
tional coin last month, this being 
second-place winner for April. 


yenned by Metro. It’s encouraging 
such work by handing $5,000 or 
$6,000 to yarn-spinners with an 
appropriate idea. That takes the 
project out of the complete specu- 
lation class, but leaves the writer 


000 or $60,000 more te do a treat- 
ment and is guaranteed a place on 
the payroll to de a screenplay if 
the treatment is okay. 
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Wanna Sure bet 2? 


ee June 9, 1948 VARIETY 


Then bet on Paulette—in the gay, gambling 
comedy to which the trade press is dealing 
out every high card of praise in Ng deck: 


a. far Jammed With Belly Laughs.” —DAILY VARIETY 
“Shells Boxoffice In Large Letters.” rum oany 
“Happy Booking Experience For Any Showman.’ 


— BOXOFFICE 


“Entertainment To Please The Entire Family.’ 


—SHOWMEN’ Ss TRADE REVIEW 














And it wins a Citation-of-the- 
- Month from Louella~ Parsons in 

Cosmopolitan Magazine as “‘witty, 

wicked and full of suspense.”’ 


- {magine 
winning HER 
on the turn 


~ ofacard! 


with 


a FRED CLARK 
rhe sevens Govest Uf A IVTETAR Tag 

Garme Romance! FRANK FAYLEN 
MAXIE ROSENBLOOM 


Produced by 


MEL EPSTEIN 


it'll Warm Up Your Boxofhce —__ Directed by 


for that Summer Hit Wave from 
PARAMOUNT  "Seetertene” 


and Roy Chanslor 
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Parameunt, N.Y. 
King Cole Trio, Ray Anthony 
bye (16), Ka ne > ps apo 
at Henning; “ # , re- 
viewed in Variety March 17, °48. 





Paramount's new stage show 
takes advan of the heat that’s 
on “Nature " by headlining 
King Cole, whose reeording of it 
supplied the impetus that shot the 
tune high. It’s a good show, enter- 
taining frori start to finish. Ray 
Antheny’s orchestra sets up ex- 
cellent music, und the acts sur- 
rounding it and Cole cover the 
gamut from terps to vocals. As a 
whole, the show moves a bit slow- 
ly, but it doesn’t lessen the over- 
all impact. 

King Cole closes, of course. His 
trio tees off with the new “Put 'Em 
in a Box,” goes into the past a 
bit with “What’ll I Do,” then 
moves into the future again with 
“Got A Way With Women.” “Na- 
ture” closes. It’s a briefer bit by 
the greup than auditors might ex- 
pect. It doesn't satisfy, aithough 
Cole might be very wise in leaving 
’7em wanting more. Another thing; 
the trio works with Anthony’s 
drummer, who sets up a stiffer 
beat than Cole achieves on his 
recordings, and that’s not good. 


Anthony’s crew, which lately has 
been starting talk among bands- 


_ men and buyers, has been around 


since the end of the war. Com- 


posed of six brass, five sax, and | 


four rhythm, led by Anthony's 
trumpet, the combo proves excel- 
lent even though it gets only one 
real musical opportunity beyond 
the lively “Sweet Georgia Brown,” 
which opens. That one shot is an 
arrangement of “Yesterdays,” an 
unusual, tasteful tailoring. Follow- 
ing “Brown,” the crew does a take- 
off on various name such 
as Glenn Miller, Harry James, 
Sian Kenton, Guy Lembardo and 
Tommy Dorsey. Bit is aimed for 
laughs and gets them via giggle- 
breaks inserted all along the line. 
Anthony takes part in them and 
proves to be a much more ani- 
mated and polished maestro than 
when he first appeared in New 
York. At that time he was being 
talked about mere because of his 
resemblance to Cary Grant than 
fo: his musical ability. 

Anthony doesn’t use vocaiists on 
this show. That’s due to the fact 
that Kay Starr, a Capitol Records 
newcomer, was slipped in with 
Cole. The gal’s good, but to say 


why is difficult. She’s got a hard | 


voice, w?ll-controlled, and her ap- 


Seager is anything but modern. | 


humor io bring turm out of the 
stereotyped. class. 

Pace setters are Mara and 
Maurice wit 2 falc got of adagio- 


smoothly 6 
Les Rhode house orch does nice 


backgrounding. Lary. 


Apeolie, N. Y. 

Buddy Rich Orch (17), Johnny 
Moore’s 3 Blazers, Derby Wilson, 
Spick & Span, Dolly Pembrooke, 
Apus Brooks, Estrelita, George 
Wiltshire; “Invisible Wail” (20th). 





Buddy Rich's orch, playing a 
quick repeat at this colored 
vauder, should spark things for 
happy returns. The skin-beating 
maestro played the Apollo a cou- 
ple of weeks ago and did slick 
business te warrant the quick re- 
turn. His is one of the few ofay 
outfits that can dish out the brand 
of hep stuff demanded by the Har- 
lem patrons. Buttressed by Johnny 
Moore’s Three Blazers, instrumen- 
t-’ vocal trio, and Derby Wilson, 
classy hoofer, the bill jells into 
one of the sockiest layouts here 
in some time. 

Rich's crew, comprising three 
rhythm, five saxes, three trom- 
bones and three trumpets, makes 
with jivey arcgangements to capture 
audience appreciation from start 
to finish. Band tees off ,with torrid 
item, “Dateless Brown,” to set 
things for Spick & Span, mixed 
team, in snappy. tapstering rou- 
tines for plenty response. 

House comics <Apus_ Brooks, 
Estrelita and George Wiltshire 
take over in next slot for the com- 
edy blackout, this time a burley- 
tinged skit, “The Honeymooners,” 
which, despite corny. motif, is 
worked up for howls. Dolly Pem- 
brooke, personable lass, follows 
with acroe-contortion dance that’s 
solid. > 


Rich and lads give out satis- 
factorily on “A Man Can Be a 
Wonderful Thing,” with maestro 
taking the vocal. Three Blazers fol- 
low and practically steal the show 
with their instrumentals and vo- 
eals. W'th Johnny Moore pacing 
things at the piano, flanked by 
' guitar and bass, trio gives on some 
of their past diskings, ““Money Is 
' Getting Cheaper,” “Seratch Sheet” 
and “Drafiy Blues,” to the loud-- 
,est palm-whacking of the session. 
| Moore’s scat vocaling also sells 


t 





\for tops. 
Derby Wilson is runnerup for 


* | Variety Feb. 28, ‘48. 


Capitol, N. Y. 


Woody Herman Orch (17) with 
Woodchoppers, Marianne McCall, 
Jean Carroll, Hal Le Roy, Fred 
Lowery & Dorothy Rae; “The Bride 
Goes Wild” «MG, ear in 





Woody Herman, absent from the- 
atres for a comparatively long 
time, la ks the opportunity of dis- 
‘playing a full sampling on this 
‘bill because of a larger-than-usual 
number of vaude acts on the ses- 
sion. It. may not be prime fodder 
for band-followers, but the layout 
makes for good theatre. There’s no 
everloading in any department 
with the result that there’s com- 
pactness, pace and applause-win- 
ning va’ es. 

Herman has a good selection of 
sidemen, including a group well 
qualified for the highly mobile 
musicales associated with Her- 
man’s Woodchoppers. Instrumenta- 
tion consists of five sax. eight brass 
and a quartet of rhythms, which 
the leader keeps under full con 
trol so that there’s no biast—and 
greater concentration on melodic 
values. There's a reprise of “Cal- 
donia” to recall the kind of musi- 
cianshig¢ dished out by Herman 
during previous appearances. ‘For 
conirast, there’s the maestro’s vo- 
cal rendition of “But Beautiful.” 
The Woodchoppers, consisting of 
the band’s rhythm section, a pair 
of reeds, trumpet and_ Herman’s 
clary, get their musical inhibitions 
off its chest with “Fan It.” The 
band also has a full play in the 
finale, “Peaches and Cream.” | 


On the vocal side, Marianne Mc- 
Call, with the band, is given little 
opportunity because of the femme 
singing that must come off in later 
acts. She does a quick medley of 
“I May Be Wrong” and “More 
Than You Know,” and is off to a 
good hand. 

The comedy aspects are taken 
care of by Jean Carroll, on a re- 
turn trip here. She’s one of the 
few femme comics who can give 
vigor to a funny line as well as 
toss off material with casualness. 
Her track description still remains 
the highlight of her act, although 
there's plenty good stuff surround- 
ing it. She earns an encore, and 
could stay longer. 

The whistling and song team of 
Fred Lowery and Dorothy Rae re- 
peat the similarly good impres- 
sions made here with Lowery’s 
pucker solos. Miss Rae in one 
number also shows up well. 
| Hal Le Roy’s hoofing is another 
familiar item. He’s got an amiable 





he sings with plenty of expres- | showstopping honors with his ex- | jine of taps punctuated with some 


sion and warmth despite the hard- 
ness, however, and she goes over 
solidly. Perhaps it’s that there’s a 
nostalgic quality in her singing. 
She clings to oldies, too, starting 
off with “Them There Eyes.” then 
“Don’t Worry ‘Bout Me” 
“Lonesomest Gal in Town.” For 
a deserved encore she does “Ain't 
Misbehavin’.” 


Two remaining acts are the Four | 


Evans and Pat Henning. Evans 
Quartet consists of “son and 
daughter and father and mother.” 
Act has been around a long time 
and the time doesn’t lessen its ef- 
fectiveness. Group turns out a fast- 
moving terp routine, doing rhythm 
taps, soft shoe, ete., in various 
combinations of the four. Go over 
with ease. 

Henning has changed his act but 
slightly, and he still gets a hatful 
of laughs, a tribute to his perform- 
ance. Starts with a few new gags, 
then.there are the apings of Bette 
Dayis, Charles Boyer, etc. Bit of 
“Swallowing s Laugh” is good, and 
precedes standard items. He gets 
off with plenty to spare. Wood. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, June. 5. 
Peggy Mann, Lou Vogle, 3 
Honey Bros., Bobby Winters, Mara 
& Maurice, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“Killer McCoy” (M-G). 





; ; ist in this house. in a 
nae ee fare - fa? | casual, almost offhand manner, 
fon aan oniee resul gives with “Dickey Bird 

receptivity. Song,” “But Beautiful,” “Beg Your 
Topliner is Peggy Mann, Lucky Pardon,” “Temptation,” “Nature 
Strike Hit Parade songstress, who Boy,” and a medley based on | 


. Ww 
turns in a pleasant enough sesh 
of ballading. Handles sentimental 
lyrics to good effect, with “But 
Beautiful” getting good response. 
“What’l I Do” and a medley of 
torchants round out stint. 

Mimic Lou Vogle, local fave. 
emcees effectively and in own 
spot, after a slow tee off, gets 
them with vocal takeoffs on Cros- 
by, Kate Smith, and sock Vaughn 
Monroe, ringing the applause 
meter. Bit on news commentators 
and anylyses pregrams is a laugh 
getter. Also tosses in his now 
standard Churchill bit, for happy 
returns. 


and | 


'pert tapstering, softshoe terping, 


jinterlarded with comedy gab. His | 


| Bill Robinson impresh is socko, 
|and his encore precision tap with 
| Rich sews things up for more ac- 
| colades for both. 

Rich and band wind things, with 
the leader taking over for a torrid 
session on the skins for “Kix With 
| Stix” as fitting finale. Edba. 


Capitel, Wask. 
Washington, June 5. 
Ross & Stone, Jerry Cooper, 
| Think-a-Drink Hoffman The Work- 
‘mans (2), Sam Jeck Kaufinan 
House Orch. with Kay De Witt; 
“The P*rate”” (M-G). 





This is a pleasing show with 
plenty ‘variety to amuse customers. 

Ben Ross and Maxine Stone re- 
turn witn an act very little changed 
from their previous Visit, but hit 
as successfully as before. Ross 
handles comedy for nice returns, 
spacing his gags with vocals of 
“Rosie” and :+“As Time Goes By.” 
plus occasional brief snatches of 
other numbers. Miss Stone, dead- 
pan platinum blonde with slow 
motion delivery, remains plenty 
hilariou: . 
| Vocalist of the bill is Jerry 
_ Cooper, with an easy manner, who 
| pours out plenty for the audience, 
delivering more songs than one 
normally gets 





| “Great Day for the Irish.” which 
_ he winds with a slide trombone 
‘solo. He also gags some with Ross 
_and Stone. 

Think-a-Drink Hoffman has not 
changed his act at all—but then 
‘why should he? His fast mixology 
|routine goes as well as ever, with 
the audience calling for the drinks 
and Hoffman i all, 


late ice cream sodas for the junior 


re rta 

in raiser is Two Workmans 
_in neat bell-ringing act, also tunes 
,on the rims of wine glasses. The 
act follows standard reutine for 
such numbers. 





from the solo vocal- | 
W 


' pleasant humor. Jose. 


| pe REY SE 
Casine., Lerndon 
London, June 1. 

Sophie Tucker, with Ted Shapi- 
ro; Berry Bros. (2), Hal Monty, 
‘Cabot & Dresden, Vic Hyde, Erik- 
son, George Kirby, Al Burnett, 
Paul Kafka & Co. (3), Cynthia & 
Gladys, Java Bros., Hafeld Collins 
Orch. 


| 





' A really geod supporting bill 
surrounds Sophie Tucker for her 
‘return to the London stage after 
/12 years, making the occasion a 
|triumph for the American song- 
| stress-comedienne. Soph is a grand 
'trouper and the packed house vo- 
|ciferously displayed how they felt 
‘about her. She sang around 16 


/numbers, with the audience sup- 


plying some of the well-remem- | 


bered lines. After careful vetoing 
by Hannen Swaffer ‘(continuing 
his clean-up chore) of her reper- 
| toire she included “Last of the 
Red Hot Mammas,” “Nobody Loves 
a Fat Girl,” “Life Begins at 40,” 
“Some of These Days,” “Me and 
| Myself,” “Never Let the Same 
|Dog,.” “The Older They Get,” 
“Man I Love,” “Strike,” and, in- 
_evitably, winding with “Yiddishe 
Momma” (in English and _ Yid- 
| dish) bringing tears for terrif cli- 
max. La Tucker, always a solid 
| performer, offed to an ovation and 
| an avalanche of floral tributes. 
| Show opens with Cynthia & 
| Gladys, clever balancing and hand- 
spinning act, followed by Erikson 
with his sprightiy patter and dex- 
'terous sleight-of-hand. 

Berry Bros., held over from pre- 


,Vious bill, capture audience with | 
MONIQUE LEYRAC 


/am easy assurance with their pol- 
‘ished hoofing. Hal Monty, baek 
|from Australia, turns in an amus- 
| bar character study of a London 
barrow boy with topical wise- 
cracks to win good reception. 
George Kirby, colored imperson- 
ator, gets deserved applause with 
his imitations of Hollywood stars. 
Cabot & Dresden close the first 
half to terrific applause on their 





Supporting acts are average, ing feats on the slack wire 
outside of Bobby Winters. Coming more and more to the | the second half. followed by third 
Personabia brings gasps and | aitention of fans |American newcomer, Vie Hyde, 
mitts with his work on Indian |is Kay De Witt, seloist with the'| who received a tumultuous recep- 

tennis tambourines. | house band, whe has a| tien with his seeko comedy instru- 
_is dene with finesse and (nice, schmalzy style which mental act. Audience immediately 
adds a fresh | take her te bigger things. Lowe. took te his genial personality and 





| voice 





he could have kept them happy 
far beyond his allotted time. 
Al Burnett, standard local act, 
joes over splendidly with his usual 
nd of patter and impressions gar- 
nered from his nightclub activities. 
Java Bros. though billed were 
crowded out with Soph running 20 


minutes overtime opening show. 
Clem. 


New Aets 


MARGARET PHELAN 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

Glass Hat, N. Y. 














Margaret Phelan, who has ap- | 
around New | 
York, gets an excellent showcasing | 


peared previously 


at the Glass Hat. Miss Phelan, a 


looker, who displays good vocal | 


control, phrasing and diction, im- 
presses as being a good bet for 
musicals. 

One of the better points in Miss 
Pheian’s projection is her ability 
te handle a wide range and make 
transitions to various registers 
without difficulty. 

Her choice of tunes is also good. 
She starts with Bizet’s “Serenade 
Espagnol” and continues in the 
pep vein with “You Go to My 
Head,” “Wonderful World” and 
“Man Can Be a Wonderful Thing.” 
However, thé production § she 
makes out of “Uncle Remus Said” 
doesn’t seem worth the effort. The 
material isn’t essentially clever 
and, if anything, slows up her act. 

Jose. 


MICKEY KATZ 
Comedy, Songs 
30 Mins. 
Wilshire Ebell, L. A. 

Current weekly stints with a 
Yiddish vaude bill are in the na- 
ture of a break-in for new act 


which Mickey Katz is prepping for — 


nitery and vaude dates. Accent 
here, of course, is on Hebraic hu- 
mor, but Katz, formerly featured 
with Spike Jones, has other aces 
up his sleeve. 

There's nothing subtle about the 
Katz brand of comedy. It’s broad 
and fast and calculated to produce 
guffaws, not titters. He's backed 
by a four-piece combo and the mu- 
sic is good. Comedy lines follow 


the zany trend and little is left to’ 


the imagination. Reprising Victor 
disk hits takes up a portion of the 
stint and is well received. 

Katz stacks up as first-class for 


| 


“Fric Frac,” pre- 
war Gallic pic which recently 
opened in New York, divided the 
crix with some heavy assaults 
made on it for bawdiness. On that 
ground the Daily News went to the 


open question. 


extreme of giving no _ stars. 
News announced this week a clean- 
up policy in which it would reject 
all lurid copy. 


| Anent the question, backers of 
|“Fric Frac” maintain that the News 
‘review and other critic finger- 
pointing zoomed its b.o. at the 
Golden theatre. Film started slow 
at $4,000 for the first week and 
picked up to $6,200 in the second. 
On most foreign films, it is said, 
distrib’s take is mainly determined 
| on the New York first-run and that 
ef 15 other first-runs in art houses 
_throughout the country. “That's 
| where the gravy is,” one distrib 
isaid. “From then on, expenses of 
| distribution and prints become so 
| big that it’s hardly worthwhile to 
| book.” 





After two years of hard plug- 


i gins, 60° of the revenues on for- 
'eign pix still come from New York 
‘on average product while the 7°77 
|of the U. S. makes up the other 
40%. Sexacious pix or those with a 
, Sood exploitation angle garner 

25% from Gotham and the bal- 
‘ance from the hinterlands. On 

Hollywood product, New York gen- 
erally supplies some 10° of the 
| domestic gross. 


‘Hold It’ Angel 


Continued from page 1 


not reopen this show at any other 
Broadway theatre within eight 
| weeks. : 
| The Warner has long been a 
financial headache to its previous 
owner, Warner Bres., having been 
‘used sporadically as a _ picture 
house and occasionally for legits, 
| ballet, ete. It was built in 1931. 

Farrell, who made his theatrical 
start with “Hold It,” is from 
Albany, where his grandfather 
was a traction and power magnate. 
He is reputed to have become as- 














nitery or theatre dates. Kap. sociated with “Hold It” after 
—_—_—_ meeting the producer, Sammy 
PIERRETTE DORE Lambert, at the races. Lambert 
ye was formerly a stage manager. 
Copacabana, Montreal Last week, “Hold It” was esti- 
Here is another French Ca- ated to have grossed approxi- 


nadian ballad singer who could de- 
velop into a 
Bilingual but with French charm 
helping, she does a smart job on 
typical realistic French songs such 
as “Mon Amant De La Coloniale” 
and “Je m’en fous pas mal.” 


Blonde, possessed with sentimen- 
tal understanding of the meaning 
of her songs and a low, different 
varying between a mezzo- 
soprano and a mezzo-contralto, she 
registers well. Quite at ease on 
floor, she captures aitentien. Tees 
off with “C'est bon l’'accordeon” in 
French, follows with “You’ve Got 
to Be Loved to Be Healthy” in 
English, and “Je suis jitterbug,” 
in French jazz tempo, for lively 
begoff. Mare. 


PEGGY LLOYD . 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

El Morocco, Montreal 
New in the nitery field, after 

some experience as band singer, 

Peggy Lloyd has bright possibili- 

ties. With intelligent feeling of | 

what she sings, she achieves rare | 

communicative delivery. ~ | 
She seems 


to prefer 
tunes such opr? | 


: as “Sing ou 
Sinners,” “Beale Street.” “Bar- 
rel House Bessie,” but is ae-' 
tually at her best in ballads. Does 
neat turns on “I Can't Give You 
Anything But Love,” “The Man 1 
Love” and “These Foolish Things.” 
As a sentimental diseuse, she es- 
capes the usual run-of-the-mill 
torch singer. Marc. 


Songs 
10.Mins. 


Golden Pheasant, Mentreal 


_ This young French-Canadian 

is the latest local discovery ond la 
attention. With 

enough voice and beauty 

tivates her audience. 


easant 
at cap- 


new personality. . 


she shows the way it is put. 


mately $7,000, between $10,000 
and $15,000 in the red. At that 
rate, Farrell was already on his 
way to topping the angel record 
of the late Edgar B. Davis, who 
spent about $2,000,000 trying to 
popularize the flop, ““The Ladder,” 
nearly 20 years ago. hie 


: Theatre Sales 


Continued from page 3 


torneys believe an_ injunction 
against theatre transactions would 
have no real weight anyway. With 
or without a freeze, no major 
would undertake transfér of the- 
atre interests, it is said, before ob- 
|taining judicial sanction to the 
transaction. Even if the Govern- 
/ment wins its injunction, lawyers 
_ believe there would be nothing to 
bar a major from applying fer a 
modification of the stay to permit 
a specific theatre sale. 


“Undoubtedly, the court would 
grant such a request if convinced 

















_that the sale would further open, 


competitive conditions and lessen 
a monopoly,” a company legalite 
opined. “And if it wasn’t con- 


‘vinced of that effect, it wouldn't 


permit the deal, stay or no stay.” 
Application by the Government 
for an order requiring the Big Five 


to list those theatre holdings which 


they_claim are free from monopoly 


| will also be hotly fought, it’s said. 


Defendants are going to try to put 
the shoe on the other foot. They'll 
counter-move for an order direct- 
ing the D of J to set forth the hold- 
‘ings which it contends violate the 
anti-trust laws. 

“What the Gevernment wants is 


opposed to all concepts of law,” is 
“There is no 


promise but has stili to gain mere finding that’ any specific theatre is 


ence. 

is best in romantic ball 
Does “La Vie Ea Rose” and “Cen 
Toujours La Meme Histoire” 
from Edith Piaf’s repertory 
avemees lively “Rhumba, Rhumba 

“ = 
and “Chiquita” for nice returns. 
She-has a selling quality hat 
makes up fer inexperience. 
Marc. 


‘held contrary to the monopoly 
| laws. It’s up to the Government 
to name particular theatres or 
chains and set forth proof before 


gaise.” "nies | we're required to defend our hold- 


ings.” 

Hearing on the motion is tenta- 
‘tively set for June 15 befere the 
‘statutory court. Postponements, 
_ however, are expected. 
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20th CENTURY-FOX HAS MORE PICTURES 
PLAYING MORE DATES IN MORE THEATRES 
DURING JUNE THAN ANY MONTH IN HISTORY! 





Gentleman's Agreement @ Give My Regards To Broadway 


Captain Fr om Castile a The Street With No Name 


Call Northside 777 Perr Escape 











ANDY SMITH 
Sitting Pretty Ty The Walls of Jericho 
The Iron Curtain Deep Waters 
Scudda-Hoo! Scudda-Hay! @ _ The Shamrock Touch 
Fury At Furnace Creek ? | Martin Rome 
Anna Karenina « That Lady In Ermine 


6 TECHNICOLOR 


Green Grass of Wyoming =: The Snake Pit 
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No Matter How You Slice It, It Looks 
Like Another Field Day for Lawyers 


The film industry, hopping on? 








oe Tat been, if nent | See Early Settlement On 
ing inte a°period of intense civil! New Amsterdam, N. Y. 

The next couple of months will Revamping of the New Amster- 
see an epidemic of legal hit-and-| gam theatre, N. Y., run is likely as 
er ee have hice result of negotiations currently for 
iofore weathered the feuding. The | settlement of the $1,800,000 triple- 
eld battle of exib vs. distrib and | damage action brought by Max 
vice ve wing of bt adage Agro Cohen, theatre’s operator, against 
dicate a scrambling of the battle RKO, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
lines. 





EL’s ‘Canon’ Set For 
200 Day-Date Openings 


Eagle Lion's “Canon City,” story 
of the jailbreak which took place 
in that Colorado town, has been set 
for 200 date-and-date bookings in 
five western states the end of this 
month, less than six months after 
the event took place. Former EL 
exec producer Bryan Foy handled 
the job. 

Jerry Pickman, EL’s homeoffice 
publicity manager, flies to Denver 
tomorrow (Thursday) to line up the 
openings in Fox Intermountain 
theatres. He’ll be joined there by 
Sam Israel, the company’s studio 
publicity chief. Duo has already 
worked out a promotion tiein on 
“City” with the Denver Post, which 
broke the first story of the prison 





Reportedly, the settlement would |},eak. Pickman will be back early 


For one, there are strong reports entail no payment. of damages by next week. 


that several indie aaotecere are | the majors. 

repping anti-trust suits which will | . POPE 7 
& slapped against theatre chains. | Cohen brought suit several weeks 
both indie and affiliate. The smaii | back in behalf of his 42d street 
filmmaker’s gripe is that all genre | house claiming it had been rele- 
of theatres have been discriminat- | gated to play behind the RKO Pal- 


od gnc — hate "Coors | ace and 23d street theatres. Com- 


Hi he Government anti-| Plaint followed booking of 20th- 
dace hi which nixed the use | Fox’s “Sitting Pretty” to the Pal- 
of any sort of circuit buying power 
in booking films. is said to be the 
basis of this new-type litigation. | 

The Sherman anti-trust cauldron | 
began bubbling last week when the | 
Screen Writers Guild filed a con- 
spiracy action against the majors 
and the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. Legalites think this is 
omly a starter. Exhibs all over the 


sequent 1un ahead of the 42d street 
house. 








20th-Fox 





| 


‘Abbott-Costelle Back 
At U-I After Layoff 


Due to Money Snag 


Hollywood, June 8. 








| 


Abbott and Costello are back on | 
ace instead of the New Amsterdam. | the job after a brief interval dur- | 
It contended that licensing agree- | ing which they told off Universal- 
ments barred ringing in a new sub- | International. The two comics were 


; Sus 


Picture Grosses 











LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
“My Dog Rusty” (Col). Good $15,- 
000. Last week, “Raw Deal” (EL) 
and “Danger” (EL) (2d wk-6 days), 
nice $9,600. 

Palace (D’town) (1,226; 60-$1)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “My 
Dog Rusty” (Col). Okay $5,000. 
Last week, subsequent-run. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 


“Fort Apache” (RKO) (2a wk). 
Good $18,000. Last week, socko 
$29,900. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (2d wk). 
Pleasing $21,500. Last week, great 


| $36,500. 

} Parameunt Hellyweed (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“Emperor Waltz” 
iPar) (24 wk). Streng $18,500. 


Last week, new house record of 
$25,800. 





| Brisk $22,000. Last week, smash 
$37,000. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“‘Are 
You With [t” (U) and “Dear Mur- 
derer”’ (U). Light $7,000. Last 
week, “All My Sons” (U) 


ment about a revision of their 1947 | wk), $6,900. 


icontract. Understood they wanted 


! 


$25,000 extra apiece for each pic- 
ture. Details of the armistice are 
still secret. 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— | 


“Are You With It” (U) and “Dear | 
Murderer” (U). Medium $4,000. | 
Last week, ‘All My Sons” (U) and | 


Weather Melts K.C. Biz 
But ‘Sons’ Tall $15,000. 
Berlin’ Not So Fast 106 


Kansas City, June 8. 





jand Friday 
side. 
Estimates for This Week 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- , 
80)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (2d wk). | 


Biz is holding up fairly well 
‘here despite a surge of sultry 
,weather. Leader is “All My Sons” 
‘at Tower-Uptown-Fairway combo 
‘but does not look strong enough 
to hold. “Berlin Express” at Or- 
'pheum does not look big. “Hazard” 
at Paramount was boosted some- 
|what by sneak previews Thursday 
but also is on light 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Green Grass? Wyoming” 


(20th) im. o.). Strong $5,000 and 


may hold. Last week, “Under Cali- 
fornia Stars” (Rep) and “The Last 
Round-Up” (Col), $4,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). Fine 


$11,000. Last week, got heavy play 


over holiday for sclid $19,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and “Al- 


: ‘ and -ways Together” (WB). Mild $10,000. 
pended May 28 after an argu-| Arthur Takes Over” (20th) (2d |Last week, “Fort Apache” (RKO) 


and “That’s My Gal” 
wk), big $11,000. 
Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65)— 
“Hazard” (Par). Nicked by reviews 
and lightweight with $11,000. Last 


(Rep) (2d 


The studio announced that the | “Arthur Takes Over” (20th) (2d | week, “Saigon” (Par), $12,000. 





Continued from page 3 S| boys would return to the slapstick | wk), $3,300. ey, ‘Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
‘ : os 3 : aia at . abe. | . . ‘ \“Pa ca Knoce t’’ (Mono) and 

ready to toss other anti-trust suits regular compensation which re- | battlefield under the old treaty,| United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-|(@!00Ka Knockout (Mo: 

against the distribs. {mains unaffected. | without change. Bud Abbott an- | $1)—“Are You With It” (U) and | Jisss, Maggie in Society” (Mono). 


More Stockhelders’ Suits As a third condition. the three | nounces that both sides gave in a “Dear Murderer” (U). Fair $11,- Only fair $3,500. Last week, “Ad- 


country are beginning to wind up, | 











| A eagle: ated “ »|ventures Casanova” (EL) and 
To add to the industry’s diffi- ,P execs of 20th have agreed to | little. Meanwhile, the boys about bho ~ Be le —— a, “Cobra Strikes” (EL), $4,000. 
ities. there has been a noticeable | 'Ve the company a call on 18,500 | Hollywood and Vine are making | (20th) (2d wk). ok 10.400 | Tewer -Uptown- Fairway ‘Fox 
inerease in stockholders’ actions | Shares of common stock now held | various guesses. Some say the | 1°) a Lone | Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
seer he Besides current suits pend- | PY them and which they obtained | budget on “Mexican Hayride” will |, Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— |_“All My Sons” (U). Nice $15,000, 
in ¥ nd nearing trial against 20th-— through the exercise of stock | be cut from $950,000 to $900,000 to Btn Gunes Wyoming” (20th) and | put may not hold. Last week, 
roe! “Sacmnesent and Uniyersal over | OPtions. At any time before Dec.| allow an extra $50,000 to the Slims $9500 ia Pine ge a “Green Grass Wyoming” (20ih), 
peas options, conversion rights and | 31, 1949, the company may pick|comics. Some say the 50 grand $8,300 , in ays. St week, | strong $18,000 in 8 days. 
similar complaints, Securities Ex- | — stock by paying $22.50 per | will be made up in percentages. Vogue (FWC) (885: 60-85)— 





change Act is supplying a new field ; Sdee eee “Coroner Creek” (Col) and “My. . 
for court hassles. That is the SEC| The $1,800,000 is to be refunded | See Litigation at End Dog Rusty” (Col). Okay $4,500. | Heat Sloughs Seattle; 
provise against an officer or direc- to the company by Charles Skouras, Last week. “Raw Deal” (EL) and 


tor dealing in stocks of his own! F. H. (Rick) Ricketson, Jr., Elmer Soon in F&M. Par Snarl spans" (PY) (2d wks days), ‘Mama’ Fairish $8,500 
‘ | $3,200. 


company within a sixmonth period. | C. Rhoden and Harold J. Fitz- 


more 


A number of actions are stemming | gerald. It presumably comes out 
from that stricture. of a profit of $6,850,000 which they 


A raft of percentage chiseling 
actions by distributors are continu- 
ing to be filed in large numbers. 


Those suits involve over $20,000,000 | 


in claimed film revenues. * They 
will continue to be brought in the 


alleged phoney returns on percent- 
age films, it is now reported that 
Brandt is preparing to strike back 
with an anti-trust action against 
the company in behalf of himself 
and theatre associates. 








New Agreement 


Continued from page 5 


provided 35% to 40% of a film's 
total income. For at least three 
of the major companies this pro- 
portion for the past year has 
dropped only to 30%-35%. Some 
distribs caught with a small back- 
log in England last August felt a 
greater drop. 

The handsome. British 
are all over now, however. Amer- 


returns 


/netted. through sale of NT stock 
to the parent organization. 
Skouras Bonuses Fixed 
Under employment contracts 
, with the theatre unit, the Skouras 
bonuses are fixed at 5% for the 


| 


uled for today (Wed.) before N. Y. 
supreme court justice Ferdinand 
Pecora. Stockholders are to re- 
ceive notice of the proposals. Court 
will probably set the matter down 
for future hearings and to allow 
stockholders to have their say. 


| Suits were initially brought in 
| 19846 naming all directors and offi- 
crs of 20th besides the four NT 
officials. In them, Spyros Skouras 
'was charged with having “absolute 
‘control and domination of 20th- 





| Fox” at least from July, 1943, when | 


‘the company reacquired 58% of 
NT’s _stock from Chase National 
Bank for $13,000,000. 

On reacquiring the stock, com- 
plaints alleged, it reclassified NT 
shares into 2,000 A shares of which 
1,600 were issued to 20th. Board 


Hollywood, June 8. 
End of litigation for repossession 
by Paramount of the Downtown 
Paramount theatre, L. A., from 


Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G). Big $17,000. 
Last week, 


; Seattle, June 8. 
Terrific heat wave is sloughing 





Fanchon & Marco’s Partmar Corp. 
is seen in Paramount theatre's -re- | 
quest for postponement of the trial | 
over the theatre’s control. Action! 


New. York Federal district court 
had no application to franchises 
with independent theatres. Para- 
mount Theatres had asked the 
Federal court in L. A. for return 
of the Downtown theatre because 
the N. Y. court had outlawed 
franchise agreements. 
F&M still has on file a counter- 
suit for $4,500,000 treble dam- 
ages, charging compulsory booking 
terms. Counter action also charges 
that even if the franchise agree- 
ments were outlawed, F&M has a 
valid lease for operation of the 
theatre and should be continued in 
control. Par suit asserted lease 
was conditioned on product fran- 
schise and therefore was invalid. 
Property is owned by Paramount 
Theatres but has been under lease 
by F&M’s Partmar Corp. since the 





“B. F.’s- Daughter” | biz here currently. Daylight ‘ime 

(M-G) (2d wk), dull $6,300. |and night baseball also are hurting. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— /Only “Remember Mama” at Fifth 

“Silver River” (WB) (3d wk). Near | Avenue is doing half way fair trade. 

$7,000. Last week, fair $9,000. } Estimates for This Week 

| Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 

,“All My Sons” (U) and “Assigned 





near future, it’s said, because | first $4,000,000 earned by the cir-|suspends case pending since the | (ity? 5 n 

: probes are being pushed through- | cuit and 622% for all sums exceed- | final decision in Government’s an- City Fat 12,000, Omaha, 33 000. "Last week, “Hazard” (Par) 

f out the country. ‘ing it. The settlement will not titrust suit against the film indus- D it T Vi tiand “Port Said” (Col), (2d wk), 

i Bracketed in that class is the change these percentages but mere- | tTY. espl € iruman isit $2,300. 

rivate war being waged between | ly fix a $360,000 ceiling for any| F&M _ attorney Russell Hardy Omaha. June 8 Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45- 

tron tiice and circuit operator| one year. reported that the Supreme Court's! “Naked City” at the Paramount |80)— “Remember Mama” (RKO) 
Harry Brandt. With Par seeking Presentation of formal proof on decision handed down May 3 held js doing okay despite the President |2nd “Dog Rusty”. (Col). Fair $8,- 

| heavy damages against Brandt for | the settlement is tentatively sched- that the original decree from the | Truman parade. “Hazard” at the | 500. Last week, “All My Sons” ‘U) 


Orpheum is not shaping as a heavy |and “Assigned Danger” (EL), $7,- 
draw. 500 


Estimates for This Week |. Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80) — 


; “Fugitive’ (RKO) and ‘Perilous 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 16- pyre’? : : 
65)— “Naked City” (U). Nice Waters” (Mono). Mild $3,500. Last 


; eek, “Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
$12,000. Last week, “B Geeal un an te 
Wild” (M-G), $10.800. ride Arthur Takes Over” (20th) (2d 


"k-5 days), $2,600. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— |” \pucs } 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Mary | «preety 80 
ime” (Con). Trim (id wid. Okay |warentaie Ee Le aitece” atone 
$6,000. First week, $8,200. Wouldn't Be in Shoes’ (Mono). 

Orpheum (Tristates) 3 000: 16- Okay $7,000. Last week, former 
65\—"Hazard” .(Par) and “Whis- | °° Mit great $14,500. 
pering City” (EL). Fair $10,000 or | .gypneum (HUE) 12,600; 45:80) 
over. Last week, “Black Bart” ‘U), | Stiver River (WB) and Kings y 
$11,200. ’ | Olympics (UA) (2d wk). Sad $4,- 

State (Goldberg) (865: 16-65)— | 200 after getting okay $9,000 
“En ol} * , gs ». | opener. 
Allee” (Monon aa 22d," Angel’s | “Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
$3,200. First wéek was $4,800 4Y | —“State of Union” (M-G) (6th wk). 


Omaha ‘Tristates) (2.100; 16-65) | Mild $4,500. Last week, okay $6.- 


—‘‘Doctor Takes a Wife” (Col) and ‘ . 
“More Than a Secretary” (Col) (re- Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 





: ™ then approved transfer of 40 B | ¢@tly 1930's. i “Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
fcan companies will be restricted one 43 ser Race Bie ~ wae — ~~ Last week, | «western Heritage” (RKO). Very 
te the terms of the new agreement, NT toppers at a Settle I 1 ce cre yon oor” «U) and | tin $5,000. Last week, “Green 
> which guarantees only $17,000,000 price of $565,000 with the right to ettle Ind. Clearance Heading for Heaven” (EL), $9,500. ews , 





to be split among them, plus an 
amount equal to the earnings of 


convert to 400 A shares on pay- 


ment of $5,085,000. If the foursome 


Chicago, June 8. 
Calumet theatre, Hammond, Ind. 


Grass Wyoming” (20th) and ‘‘Meet 
Me Dawn” (20th), $6,000. 
Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 





DENVER 


British pictures in the U. S. Holly- | W4S made a bonafide offer by out- | suit against the major distributors, (Continued f —‘Summer Holiday” (M-G) and 
wood films took about $50,000,000 | Side interest for the stock, 20th had | except Loew’s, and Balaban & Katz! Good $8.000. Holds Mifth : Last | “Exposed” (Rep) (3d wk). Good 
out of England during the past 12 | to be given an opportunity to meet) and Warner Theatre chains was | week. big $12,000. ati very nice 


months. 


. 

Second lialf of 1948 will also) Subsequently, Transamerica|mour Simon, attorney for the |—‘Hatters’ Castle” (Par). ‘Mod Laiahie _ ; 
suffer, when the final statistics are | Corp. offered $12,500,000 and 20th | Plaintiff, and Myles Seeley, repre-| $10,000. Last week, “Hazard” . ; 
drawn up, in that the Argentine | et that offer with stockholder ap- | senting the defendants, agreed to | (Par) (2d wk), good $9,500. die’s Reward” (Col). Fairly nice : 
100% freeze and Australian 50% | Proval. It thereupon bought the |™moveup Calumet playing position Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—/$10,500. Last week, “Mating of ; 


freeze will be felt full foree. These 
were only effective during part of 


the price. 


stock back from the four with a 
resultant profit of $6,850,000 to 





settled out of court last week. Sey- 


position rumored about half that 





from 59 days after first run, to) 


$4,000. Last week, 
(Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) | $5,200. 





“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) and 


B... Millie” (Col) and “Madonna Des- 
King Gamblers” (Rep), day-date 


ert” (Rep), $9,000. 


the st 12-month eriod, so didn’t them. time. with Esquire, Webber. Fair $13,- Rialte ‘Fox) (878; 35-74)—"‘Sil- 
make too deep a dent. Suits also attacked bonuses, sal-|, Suit asked for no damages, just dP week, “Lady From |ver River” (WB) and “Trapped by 
h iscl aries and stock options to certain | '™Proved release showings. Shanghai” (Col) and “Heart of | Blackie” (Col) (m.o.). Thin $1,700. 
Johnston disclosed that the ptic ( in Virginia” (Rep), $12,000 Last week, “Iron Curtain” (20th) 
American industry currently has 20th execs. Named in this regard Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74) nd “Lead Soldiers” (20th) (m.o.) 
about $50,000,000 blocked abroad. were Charles and Spyros Skouras, W ASHINGTON 3 ee 18 ea leTs me 


Of this, approximately $18,000,000 
is in France and $3,000,000 in Italy. 





$6,200 Ohio Safe-Cracking 
Girard, O., June 8. 
Burglars, who worked the com- 
bination, stole $6,200 from the safe 
im the at —_ gg here, in- 
cluding in small change, 
Peter M. Wellman, owner, reported 


| 20th prexy, and Darryl F. Zanuck, 
‘production veepee. 


complaining stockholders, The 
four NT managers are repped by 
former Secretary of War Robert P. 
Patterson and the directors of 20th 
and NT by former Judge Samuel 
I. Rosenman. Pollack conducted 
extensive examinations before trial 





Milton Pollack represents the 


(Continued from page 8) 
—So Well Remembered” (RKO) 
‘reissue). Nice $7,500. Last week, 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) (reissue), 
$8.000 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fine $19,000 after sock $28,000 
opening session. 

(2,154; 44-74)— 


Warner (WB) 
“Wallflower” (WB). Slim $13,000. 








“Green Grass Wyoming” (20th) and | $2,000. 
King Gamblers” (Rep), also Den- Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
ver, Webber. Moderate $2,500. “Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 


Last week, “Mating of Millie’! of the Giants’ (WB) (reissues). 
$5 006 and “Madonna Desert” *(Rep), | 


| Fair $8,000. Last week, “Foreign 
000. Correspondent” (Indie) and “Sil- 
up Urpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— | ver Queen” (Indie), $6,000. 
“Daring Daughters” (M-G) and Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
Upturned Glass” (U). Good $15,- 

500. Last week, “Summer Holiday” 


ae —— Sega; — 
and “Kin amblers” (Rep). also 
(M-G) and “Burning Cross” (SG), F 

about same. 


Denver, Esquire. Mild $2,500. 





: * . “ * hai” 
to police. Loss is partly covered | and handled negotiations in behalf Last week, “Silver River” (WB) Paramount (F : Last week, La dy From Shang ia”’ 
by insurance, : of dissident stockholders. trim $$16,000. "! “Coroner pull o Oe ele ee hep, $2, 000. oe 
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New York 


First annual convention of the 
New Jersey wing of the Theatre 
Owners of America will be staged 


at the Berkeley-Carteret hotel, 
Asbury Park, June 17. Maury 
Miller, prexy of the unit, will 


chairman the meet with over 100 


Jersev exhibs expected to put in| 


an appearance. 

Robert Coyne, retiring exec di- 
rector of TOA; Gael Sullivan, his 
succesor:; Herman ‘Levy, general 
counsel, and Stanley Prenosil, ass’t 
to Sullivan, have been invited. 

Metro western division § sales 
manager George A. Hickey arrived 
at the homeoffice this week for a 
month’s visit, in line with sales 
chief William F. Rodgers’ plan to 
have top field supervisors visit the 
h.o., giving division chiefs a chance 
to get acquainted with the com- 
pany'’s sales policy on a national 
scale. Hickey will be followed by 
John S. Allen, assistant to southern 
chief Rudy Berger on h.o. visits. 

Herman Beiersdorf boosted to 
Southern Division sales chief for 
Eagle Lion. Beiersdorf most re- 
cently served as southwestern dis- 
trict manager after joining EL as 
Dallas exchange manager. He will 
h.q. in Dallas and patrol 12 bran- 
ches under his supervision. 


Abraham Bernstein, until recent- 
ly New England promotion rep for 
Columbia, joined Benjamin Serko- 
wich Associates to work on “Man 
Eater of Kumaon” in field. 


St. Louis 


Andy Dietz, recently chosen 
fieldman for Allied States Assn. of 
Motion Picture Exhibitors has in- 
vited 600 theatre owners in St. 
Louis area to attend a meeting 
here this week. Principal speakers 
ee 














FIVE-STAR 


DC-6 


FLAGSHIPS 


LOS ANGELES 


11 hours, 10 minutes 
S 


CHICAGO 
3% hours 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 
or your travel agent 


Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center « Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway ¢ Hotel St. George 


AMERICAN 
. AIRLINES . 


Clips from Film Row 











include Col, H. A. Cole, Dallas, 
head of Allied Theatre Owners of 
Texas; Truman T. Rambusch, In- 
dianapolis, Associated Theatre 
Owners of Indiana, prexy; and John 
Wolfberg, Denver, head of Allied 
Rocky Mountain Independent 
Theatres. 

E. French Gallagher, resident 
manager for Fox Midwest theatres 
jin Centralia, Mo., resigned to enter 
business on own. Succeeded by 
Glen Boner, manager of circuit’s 
Globe, Christopher, lll. Earl K. 
Mitchell, assistang at Plaza, Marion, 
Ill., replaced Boner. 

D. B. Stout, owner of film houses 





in Kentucky and [linois, took over 
i lease of the Arly in Arlington, Ky., 
| dropped by R. L. Harwood, who has 
| moved to Mississippi. 

Mrs. R. Steinberg, operator of 
the Madison, Ill., has purchased the 
U City theatre from Goldman-To- 
bin Circuit. 


Premier, a 250-seater, Grayville, 


Ill., recently destroyed by fire at a_ 


$20,000 loss, will rebuild. 
H. J. Shelby, Toledo, O., opened 
225 car drive-in theatre near Kevil, 


Dallas 





A cooperative ad program is be-| 
ing tested for 30 days by 17 indie | 


nabe houses here, with copy ap- 
pearing in both local dailies. Plan 
is sponsored by recently-organized 
Dallas Independent Exhibitors 
Assn. The idea is to sell the pub- 
lic on the quality of product of- 
fered by indie houses. 

Ray Beall, publicist in general 
offices here of Publix and Inter- 
state Theatre circuit for the last 
19 years, quit to become an ex- 
ecutive of Manley Popcorn Co. 

New drive-in under management 
of Underwood and Ezell is the 
Buckner Boulevard Drive-In. 

W. H. McLemore, Jr., of Dallas, 
has purchased the Melrose theatre. 
House formerly operated by Annie 
Louise and Tom R. Coleman. 


as publicity director for Corpus 
Christi Theatres with 
Gassaway replacing. 


Butte 


Independent Theatre Owners of 
Montana convention here resolved 
to follow current literary trends, 
using regional material, as a means 
of bolstering the boxoffice. It also 
requested producers to utilize state 
stories as well as state historical 
events and scenery in productions. 
Idea has Montana Chamber of 
Commerce support. The ITOM 
reelected C. J. Severson prexy for 


third term. 


Memphis Better Films Council 
has passed out its own Oscars. 
Group presented statuettes to the 
RKO-Radio branch here, as most 
cooperative exchange with the 
council; Augustine Cianciola, of 
Rosemary theatre, as the most co- 
operative exhibitor; Central, High 
School Photoplay Club for success- 
ful polling of students to determine 











film tastes of adolescents; Harry 


it Howard, Press-Scimitar critic, for | geeree, may also use the house for 





Martin, amusements editor of Com- | tocation. RKO and Universal have 
‘mercial Appeal and VARIETY mugg, | their eyes on the Rialto. 
‘for faithful and continued cooper-| paramount, which has been book- | 
ation with the council since its in-|jng product through its own Bala- | 
ception 16 years ago; and Edwin |han & Katz, also bound by the JP 


| coverage .. a 5 et ge children * | moveover. 
matinees with special stories. st | Eddie Davis, formerly with the 





Bush-Leaguers 
Continued from page 3 
and southwest than the rest of the 
country. Worst sector was the 





Charles Brechner, owner of the | 


Hilliard T. Hightower resigned | 
Harold | 











New York Theatres 
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—— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL——— 


Rocketeller Center « 


JUDY GARLAND © GENE KELLY 


In 

“THE PIRATE” ; 
toler by TRCHNICOLOR 

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 

Spectacular Stege Presentation 








Pegsy Cummins - Chas. Coburn - Robt. Arthur 
‘GREEN GRASS of WYOMING’ 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Teehnicolor 
Plus on Stage—HARRY RICHMAN 


The CRADDOCKS - MING & LING 
CHANDRA KALY and His Dancers 




















1N PERSON 
VAN JOHNSON | woooy neRman 
JUNE ALLYSON ze, 
“The Bride CARROLL + LE ROY 











Goes Wild” | CAPITOL 

















——AROXY “soars. *——— 


|such distribution for local Better 





| lmers | Davis theatre, resigned to join 
sicaaasece | Filmack Trailer sales dept. 
Telenews Theatres bought 


Minneapolis 


certain now that it wants lower 
reasonable clearance for its Min- 
neapolis neighborhood and subur- 
ban exhibitors as ordered by the 
supreme court in its consent decree 
case decision. There’s the matter 
of possible boosted film rentals 
that undoubtedly would accompany 
the reduced clearance and that’s 
the fly in the ointment a ‘committee 
named to study the matter 
devise a revised schedule reported 
to President Bennie Berger. Latter 


now says that before making de- | 
| Dennis R. Williams named v.p. | 


mands “we'll see what happens in 
other sections of the country.” 
For the first time in years Col- 
umbia will have their first twin 
City runs in Minnesota Amuse. -Co. 
top houses instead of the RKO 
Theatres spots. “Mating of Millie” 


has been set into the State here, } 


Minnesota Amus. — ace 
“Lady of Shanghai” is set 


‘one of 
, houses. 


ifor the St. Paul Paramount. ~ Sell- | Sa 


ling away from RKO Theatres to 
Minnesota Amus. represents no 
break between Columbia and the 
former, according to Hy Chapman, 
local Columbia branch manager. 

Reel Fellows club here (film 
salesmen and sales managers) 
|elected Eddie Burke president to 
} succeed Milt Lipsner. Latter was 
chosen vice-president. 


Kansas City 


Jack Stewart resigned as gen- 
eral manager of Allied Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners of Kansas and 
Missouri on May 27. He had been 
manager since last February when 
the group set up its permanent or- 
ganization. Stewart said he was 
resigning because receiving other 
offers and wanted to be free for 
new position. Had been with Al- 
lied of Michigan for 14 years be- 
fore coming here. 

Paramount sales regional from 
four states met here June 3-5. 
| Charles Reagan, sales chief; Ted 








| sistants, came on from New York. 


_ Fox Midwest Theatres construct- 
ing new 1,000-seater in Beatrice, 
Neb. to replace its Rivoli there. 
Tagged the Fox, theatre slated to 
preem next fall. Chain’s district 
manager Ed Haas said the circuit 
is readying a late summer opening 
for its new Atchison, Kans. house, 
| now building. 

_ Robert Hayward became new as- 
sistant to Nick Sonday, manager 
Uptown here. 


Fox-Midwest theatres has ac- 
quired the Gillioz in Springfield, 
Mo. Circuit has taken title to the 
auditorium and an assignment of 
the lease on the lobby through Mo- 
fox Realty Corp., subsid recently 
organized in Missouri. 


Authorized capital of Mofox is 
400 shares of common at $5 par 
value which Fox Midwest, in turn 
a National Theatres subsid, pur- 
chased for $2,000. 


Los Angeles 


Fox West Coast will reopen its 
1,400-seat Mesa theatre this week 
after a —— rejuvenation, in- 
cluding the latest equipment. 

Fox-West Coast appointed Leslie 
Whittmore manager of the Egyp- 
tian theatre to succeed Marty 
Schwartz, who resigned. Bob Mar- 
seilles was shifted from the Fil- 
marte to take over Whittmore’s old 
job as manager of the Iris, 


Charlotte 


Criterion theatre, Greensboro, 
shuttered several weeks for $20,- 
000 facelift. Operated by S. 
Craver and F. H. Beddingfield, 
house will be renamed the Elm 
/upon completion renovations. 

William Henderson resigned as 
20th-Fox head booker to join Selz- 
nick Releasing Org, which is open- 
ing new branch here. 


Chicago 

Indications are that Rialto thea- 
tre, Loop film house, will switch 
to a moveover policy. At present 
house is showing “Naked City” on 
moveover from Palace, RKO house. 
Palace is limited to two-week run 
due to the Jackson Park decree. 
Rialto is not affected by the decree, 
but has found a firstrun policy un- 
successful due to lower downtown 

















atin aad = = ° “4 
a San I we re 


North Central Allied is not so)} 


and | 


| O'Shea and Al Schwalberg, his as- | 





ground for second Chi house. It 
| will be located on the northside. 
Ted Tod back as SRO flack after 
| hospital stay caused by back injury. 
| Louis Berman, Chicago, and Jack 

Bannon, Milwaukee, branch man- 
| agers for Universal, switched posi- 
tions. 

Max Roth. Film Classics district 
manager, in Michael Reese hospital 
for rest. 

Irwin Joseph, Eagle Lion branch 
sales manager, resigned to return 
to exhibition. 

Film Council of America will 
hold its first annual conference 
August 8 and 9. 


'in charge of distribution for En- 


'cyelopaedia Britannica Films; suc-_ 


ceeds H. R. Lissack, who resigned 
| to go into private business. 


| oo 
| 
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| Sales Meets | 


Continued from page 7 














pected to postpone the calling of 
|any mass sales confabs indefinitely. 

Majority of the distrib 
consequently, have stepped up the 
pace of their regional meets, at 





| product and huddle on the decision 
'as much as possible. Columbia 
teed off a five-day meet Monday 
(7) at the Hotel Warwick, N. Y 
with delegates comprising only 
homeoffice execs and district and 
branch managers from the eastern 
exchange centers. Col sales chief 
A. Montague presides at another 
such meet for the western region 
next week in Chicago. 
Parites Hit the Road 

Paramount sales veepee Charles 
M. Reagan, on the other hand, is 
taking his division confabs to the 
‘road. After huddles with the east- 
lern division managers in N. Y. 
‘and the central division chiefs in 
Kansas City, Reagan opened a 
| three-day western meet Monday at 
'San Francisco. Universal is fol- 
lowing the same policy, with a 
western division confab slated for 
this week in San Francisco, follow- 
ing huddles with the eastern sales 
chiefs last week at the homeoffice. 


RKO, which had a week-long 
meet of the entire sales force last 
year in N. Y., has also decided to 
cut down to regional sessions, but 
sales chief Robert A. Mochrie 
hasn't decided yet when they'll 
start. Metro division managers con- 
fabbed with sales veepee William 
F. Rodgers several months ago on 
the Coast and Metro currently has 
no other meets planned. Twentieth- 
Fox division heads huddled two 
weeks ago with 20th distrib topper 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., and assistant 
sales manager William C. Gehring 
is now on a tour of exchanges to 
follow through on the Smith an- 
niversary sales drive. 

Warners held a district meet last 
month and expects to start a series 
of regional meets at the end of 
the current sales drive. 


RKO First 


Continued from page 5 


head, who took $79,660. Floyd B. 
Odlum, board chairman, was paid 
$53,900, and J. Miller Walker, sec- 
retary, $31,535. Total payment to 
all officers hit $665,195. 

As of the year’s end, Rathvon 
and Depinet had exercised stock 
options on 35,000 shares apiece of 
RKO common. Each had 15,000 
more, which can be taken up at 
| $8 per share before Aug. 3, 1950. 
| During 1947, estate of Charles 




















W. | Koerner, former production head, 


| 


acquired 45,000 shares at $8. 
Salaries and wages showed a 
continued climb during °47, reach- 
ing $17,060,077 against $15,624,707 
in the year prior. Film service ex- 
penses totaled $14,896,437; stage 
attractions, $1,629,606; amortiza- 
tion of film costs, $32,769,524: roy- 
alties and participations, $29,148 .- 
584; film selling and general ex- 
Be nen and other ex- 
s broug e fin 
$112.2503817 al total to 
m of $1,896,950 on advance 
to outside producers was ‘ietthen 
off because proceeds on pix were 
estimated to be insufficient to per- 
mit nag tag 2a these loans. Ad- 
vances e producers totaled 
$6,086,785 in all. 





firms, | 


which they both discuss their new | 


++ | Paramount to DuMont. 


northwest, survey discloses. 
Oregon-Washington Secter 
Oregon - Washington confines 
proved the roughest sector because 
of the tremendous activity there 
| during the war in shipbuilding and 


| plane factories. Tyros went for 
| the theatre bonanza in the north- 
| west but a major reallocation of 
| population and _ industries did 

them dirt. Hence, the largest 
| group of failures derive from that 
| sector. 


| Inflated theatre rentals are be- 
| lieved to be only a minor factor in 
ithe scheme of things. That's be- 
cause the survey shows that the 
| novitiates stuck mainly to smaller 
; towns and situations. In those 
|}areas, theatre rentals haven't 
| climbed nearly as sharply as in the 
urban spots. 

GI’s are going in strong for 
drive-ins, according to the survey, 
Explanation for that is that they 
learned what a bulldozer could do 
during the war and figure the ter- 
' rain can be flattened fast and com- 








‘|| paratively cheaply for lower-priced 


| open-air flickeries. 


} 
/ 
} 











Interstate Stalls | 


Continued from page 7 = = 





Communications Commission to 
| withhold approval until a decision 
iis made on the relationship of 
Interstate 


jis a Paramount partner. 


| Under an FCC rule, no single li- 
|censee can own more than five sta- 
jtions. FCC maintains that Par 
‘eontrols DuMont, which Par is 
\denying. If that’s proved so, how- 
ever, the Dallas station would make 
ithe sixth for the combination. 


Actually, O’Donnell 
planned to erect the station in 
|Dallas, but between that city and 
'nearby Ft. Worth, so that he could 
‘cover both areas. Dallas Times- 
| Herald has already been granted a 
}construction permit in the terri- 
jtory and a number of other ap- 
| plications are pending. 














Sky Coach 
west Ean pL ettited 


TELEPHONE CIRCLE 6-3001 
Reservotion Office Open to 11 P.M. 
W. Y. OFFICE: HOTEL LINCOLN, 3th AVE. 45th ST. 
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. Always -- 
THE SHOWMAR’S FRIEND 


in Lot Angeles 
500 theists Rooms 


with both and radio 
“Everything New but the Name” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 
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MOTION PICTURE 
STUDIO BUILDING 


FOR SALE 
Suitable Television - Motien Pictare - 
Electrie Research and Allied Lines. 


Fu ipt in Werking Order 
Locat N.¥.C. Possession Arranged 
G, Shelten, 1440 Breadway, New York 

CH, 4-8116 
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is the 
runaway 


bride! 
GENE 
ELLY 


is 
the bold 


pirate! 


THE 
PIRATE 


M-G-M’s exciting 
TECHNICOLOR 
Musical 
featuring new 


GLADYS COOPER 
REGINALD OWEN 
Screen Play by Albert Hackett 


by S. N. Behrman Dance Direc 
Dir. 


‘JUDY 
ARLAND 


COLE PORTER 


Frances Goodrich * Based on the Play 
vd Robert Alton and Gene Kelly 










and 


tion 


Produced b 


ected 
VINCENTE MINNELLI + ARTHUR FREED 


RADIO GITY MUSIC HAL 


A ve gern screen musical... bouncing 


_beautiful...a delight!” 





Bk 


— Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune a 


“Musical of the year! Kelly is 


super-human... Garland is like a |# 
jewel!” — Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post # 


“Best big-time musical show 
presented on screen or on stage 


in years!” —Cecelia Ager, PM }; 


“Eye-filling entertainment the 


stage can never match!” 
— Alton Cook, N. Y. World-Telegram 


“Big package ... fun and enter- 
tainment...loaded with prospec- 
tive juke-box hits!” 

— Lee Mortimer, Daily Mirror 
we 
“Eye-filling! Bounces 
% gaily along! The most 

» beautiful techni- 
’ colors yet photo- 


graphed!” 
-Rose Pelswick, 
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CBS Scrapping ‘School of Air’ After 
17-Year Reign; Feels There's More 


Significance in Documentary Unit 


After blowing hot and cold for¢ 


many months, the Columbia Broad- 
casting System has finally decided 
not to go on for an 18th year with 
its educational series, “School of 
the Air.” Instead, CBS will “con- 
centrate on public service features 
of more up to date character.”” CBS 


defines the latter as including the 
Documentary Unit’s intermittent 
specials. “You Are There,” “Invita- 
tion to Learning,” “Doorway to 
Life” and various talks, symposi- 
ums and debate shows. 

Meantime, the Arnold Perl “The 
Thompsons of America,” which had 
been auditioned by Werner Michel 
and earmarked for the 1948-49 
“School of the Air’ to occupy the 
first quarter-hour daily segment, 
will be held in abeyance for pos- 
sible conversion into a once-weekly 
half-hour program. This series has 
excited considerable in - company 
enthusiasm as a likely tonic for the 
lagging “School of the Air.” With 
the sudden decision to call it quits 
after 17 years, CBS has called off 
a meeting of its National Board of 
Educational Consultants which had 
been set for this week in New York. 

“School of the Air’ began back 
in 1931. Originally it consisted 
partly of straight talks or inter- 
views on educational subject mat- 
ter. Gradually dramatic techniques 
were introdueed and these were 
expanded through the years. Typi- 
cally there were five half-hours 
weekly. Each day specialized in a 
given academic subject and the 
series ran fram October through 
April. The original thinking was 
linked to classroom pickup and used 
in school hours of the actual 
broadcasts. In recent years -this 
was altered, “School of the Air” 
moving into the 5-5:30 p.m. niche. 
This took it outside classroom 
hours. 

Consistent Prizewinner 


First and last “School of the Air” 
has been a consistent winner of 
prizes and awards for CBS but of 
late the company has felt that the 
successes of the Documentary Unit 
were more significant both as good 
programming and as a _ sounder 
educational use of network radio. 
Variety has. from time to time 
published estimates as to the 
budget of the series. This has run 
around $150,000 annually for actual 
studio production (scripts, actors, 
supervision) but the value of the 
half-hour strip is something else. 


The now-dropped plan for °48- 
"49 would have included “The 
Thompsons of America” as a 
quarter-hour strip at 5 p.m. with 
a daily-change high school quiz on 
current events filling the remain- 
der of the time. 


From accounts CBS was influ- 


“enced by the kudos and impact of 


“You Are There,” “Doorway to 
Life’ and the big gun docu- 
mentaries in contrast to the failure 
of its innovation, “Liberty Road,” 
to get far on last year’s “School of 
the Air.” Latter show was germi- 
nated under the Edward R. Murrow 
regime and was produced by Leon 
Levine. Although trade-rated ex- 
ceptional in concept and execution, 
this series got scant publicity 
recognition, further proof that 
“School” was not up to CBS’ own 
standards of snappy programming 
which pays off either in ratings or 
prestige. e 


Don Cope Gets ‘Lost’ 


With Cyril Armbrister resigning 
as director of ABC’s “Land of the 
Lost” to return to Hollywood to 
produce Mutual’s new _ co-op 
“Chandu the Magician” show, Don 
Cope takes over “Land” chore for 
McCann-Erickson agency. 


“Land,” currently sponsored by 
Bosco on Saturday mornings, will, 
according to present indications, 
take a 13-week hiatus following 
the July 3 broadcast. Future dis- 
position of Bosco’s tieup with the 
show is still confined to the inter- 
nal councils of McCann-Erickson, 
since the Bosco contract doesn’t 
require any renewal action until 
Sept. 1. 

Agency stated last week that 
there were no indications at the 
moment what the client’s decision 
would be for the fall. 

















i were that the deal looks hot. Sale 








‘of the 20 station web was not de- 


AFRA Balloting Starts 


Balloting in the NLRB 
election to determine the bar- 
gaining unit of radio perform- 
ers under the AFRA contract 
with the networks, advertisers 
and transcription firms, begins 
today (Wed.) and continues 
through next Wednesday (16) 
except Sunday (13). In New 
York, the polling place is 
Room 619 at NBC, and the 
voting hours are 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Actors, singers, an- 
nq@incers and sound effects 
mén employed on network 
programs during last~-March 
are eligible to vote. 


In the AFRA election of 
members of the national board 
and delegates to the national 
convention, voting will be by 
mail. Ballots must be post- 
marked not later than mid- 
night June 23, or received in 
the AFRA office by noon June 
24. 








Passaic News 


In Deal for WLIB 


Despite recent claims by Her- | 
man Bess, who manages WLIB,.| 
N. Y., for Dorothy Thackrey, that | 
the station is not for sale, at-! 
torneys for Mrs. Thrackrey were | 
engaged in huddles yesterday 
(Tues.) afternoon with lawyers 
representing the Passaic (N. J.) 
News. 

Negotiations for the Jersey daily 
to purchase the indie station have 
been on for the past couple of 
weeks and indications yesterday 


would take Mrs. Thackrey out of 
the radio picture, since she dis- 
posed of her Coast operations in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco to 
Warner Bros. (subject to FCC ap- 
proval). WLIB has_ reportedly 
been a losing proposition ever 
since the New York Post publisher 
acquired the station, although Bess 
maintains that since he stepped in 
and revamped the format a couple 
months back the billings have 
taken a jump. 


Dies Claims ‘Sabotage’ 
As Texas Web Greets His 
Candidacy With Silence 


Lufkin, Tex., June 8. 

Martin Dies, announced himself 
conditionally as a candidate for 
the U. S. Senate here in a radio 
broadcast scheduled for a regional 
web of 20 outlets, but which actu- | 
ally went out over only one sta- | 
tion. Just what caused the failure , 








termined immediately. 
Richman Lewin, manager of 
KTRE, from which Dies spoke 


here, stated that technicians were 
of the opinion that “technical dif- 
ficulties caused by the weather” 
were to blame. 

Lewin quoted Dies as saying “I 
consider the interruption deliber- 
ate. It is sabotage.” 

In Dallas, Clyde Melville, of the 
Taylor-Howe-Snowden Radio Sales 
representing the Lone Star Net- 
work, which handled the broadcast, 
said, “As far as we can determine, 
it comes under the classification of 
an act of God. The telephone com- 
pany reports a very serious storm. 
We do not think the broadcast got 
to Houston.” Houston was the 
central point of distribution for 
the broadcast over telephone com- 
pany wires. 

Melville said a new broadcast 
would be arranged as soon as pos- 
ate probably some time this 
week. 


A further investigation of the 
network failure is being made. It 
has been reported that there were 
numerous thundershowers in East 
Texas on the night of the broad- 


| tied 
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GLEN MARTIN 
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CBS’ Summer 
Sked Taking 
Real Shape 


CBS’ summer schedule is finally 
crystalizing itself and taking defi- 
nite shape. Hubbell Robinson and 
Harry Ackerman, No. 1 and 2 men, 
respectively, of the web’s program- 
ming operation, left for the Coast 
over the weekend for a two-three 
week stay and it is expected that 
within 10 days or so the final loose 
ends of the Hiatus Time will be 
together. ‘(Ackerman soon 
moves to the Coast pegmanently to 
take over the program operation 
for Columbia as successor to Ernie 
Martin.) 

More than a score of shows have 
been in preparation for weeks and 
here’s how the picture currently 
shapes up: 

“Cabin B-13" dramatic series, 
originating from New York, goes 
into the Monday night 8:30-9 pe- 
riod being vacated by Lipton Tea’s 
“Godfrey Talent Scouts,” begin- 
ning July 5. The full-hour Lux 
Radio theatre 9 to 10 period will 
be occupied by the Arthur Train 
“Mr. Tutt” series (efforts will be 
made by Robinson to pact Lionel 
Barrymore for the title role). The 
other half-hour will probably go 
to the “Our Miss Brooks’ comedy 
series, although CBS is still looking 
for a femme lead for the show, 
originaliy designed for Shirley 
Booth. Camel’s Vaughn Monroe 
show, summer subbing for Screen 
Guild Players, will be moved up a 
half-hour to the 10-10:30 slot and 
a dramatic program yet to be filled 
will go in 10:30 to 11. 


No Hiatus Problem 


Tuesday and Wednesday nights 
present no hiatus problem to the 
web. On Thursday, the Procter & 
Gamble FBI show at 8 checks off 
for summer and it will be replaced 
by the George Herman Coxe series 
“The Doctor Says Murder.” Aud- 
rey Christie will star in this one. 

On Friday, the two half hours 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. still have to 
be filled and the web will cull from 
the flock of comedy programs be- 
ing auditioned, including the Judy 
Holliday and Nancy Walker ‘shows 
and the “Life and Times of Albert” 
series, which may star Arnold 
Stang. 

Saturday night schedule finds the 
Pet Milk Serenade stanza being 
moved up to 7:30, with “Sing It 
Again” already entrenched in the 
8 to 9 segment and Morey Amster- 
dam going into the 9 to 9:30 period. 
The 9:30-10 slot from which Pet 
Milk is moving, is yet to be filled. 

Only switch on Sunday involves 
the new “Who-Dun-It” show, which 
preemed as an afternoon series but 
which moves into 9 p.m. slot. 


P&G Renews ‘Beulah’ 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Plugs on “The Beulah Show” 
will be Procter & Gamble’s again 
next season. Soap company picked 
up the tab Thursday (39). Ken 
Dolan package goes off its five-a- 
week CBS segment for a seven- 
week vacation early in July, re- 
suming latter part of August. 

















cast. 


Dancer - Fitzgerald- Sample set 
deal for P&G. 


ee nom ee 


} 

Martin edits KLZ’s Saturday night 
|“Sports Extra’ and, in addition, is 
|a top announcer, heard daily assist- 
ing Lowell Watts, KLZ’s Farm 
Reporter. 


48-49 season, with likelihood of 


out: 
Fannie Brice: Dropped by G 


in an expanded half-hour format 


being peddled for °48-'49. 
Jack Carson: Contract with S 
“available.” 


Jimmy Durante: Dropped by 
the Phil Harris-Alice Faye show 
Dick Haymes: Star of Auto-Lit 
buying “Suspense” 


“Information, Please”: Mutual 


$12,500. 
“Mayor of the Town”: Lionel 


no takers. 


payroll. 


cameras, but meanwhile is still 
Christopher Wells: Ed Byron 


ee 


Dept. of Sales & Vacancies 


End of the 1947-48 broadcasting cycle finds the following bex- 
office attractions on the kilocycles available for the upcoming 


an expanded list before June is 


eneral Foods (which picked up 


“Mr. Ace & Jane” as replacement); her $14,000 price tag may find 
the sledding tough in wrapping up new sponsorship. 
Abe Burrows: Dropped by Listerine, but CBS feels his resale 


is a “sure thing.” 


Bob Burns: Missing from the airwaves this season but still 


ealtest washed up and he’s now 


Joan Davis: Her CBS co-op a flop, she’s currently negotiating for 
a return to the Thursday night Sealtest show on NBC. 


Rexall when latter grabbed off 
from Fitch. Another case where 


the price ($13,500) is stymying a new bankroller deal. 


e CBS show canceled, with client 


as new season’s replacement. 


co-op show winds up this month. 


Dan Golenpaul is offering it as a two-way tele-radio package for 


Barrymore ABC airer just can- 


celed by Noxema in a budget reshuffle. 

Tony Martin: Missing from the air since Texaco switched per- 
sonalities a couple of months back. 

Jack.Paar: Although his asking price, $8,500, is exactly half of 
what American Tobacco was paying him last year, Paar still has 


“Vox Pop”: Parks Johnson quizzer off the American Express 
Available for next season. 

Phil Spitalny: Sponsored by the Electric Companies this season 
on CBS, the All-Girl orch envisions a bright future before the TV 


being peddled for radio. 


’s package cancelled by DeSote 
(with litigation pending as a result). Can be had for $5,000. 








Mutual Strikes Bonanza in Co-ops 
This Year Despite General Slump 





WOR’s FM Monicker 


WOR, N. Y., has applied to the 
FCC for permission to change the 
call letters of its frequency modu- 
lation arm to WOR-FM. Present 
call letters are WBAM. 

If. FCC gives the nod, plan is 
to switch over on June 13. 


Ayer Grabs Off 
Sealtest Acct. 


N. W. Ayer has been named the 
new agency for piloting the radio 
end of the Sealtest account, effec- 
tive in September, McKee & Al- 
bright, which has handled Seal- 
test’s Thursday night half-hour on 
NBC for eight years, steps out of 
the picture at the expiration of the 
eight-week run of the account's 
summer show, namely, Ray Noble, 
Ilene Wood and choral group. 

Reassignment of agencies fol- 
lowed Sealtest’s decision not to 
take up the second year’s option 
on the services of Jack Carson and 
Eve Arden. Ayer already has the 
mag pronrtion phase of the Seal- 
test business. 

Joan Davis’ manager had recent- 
ly been talking to McK-A about a 
deal that would return her to the 
spot which gave her the radio 
rep. 


Chi City News Bureau 
Breaks Precedent, Invites 
Tele, Radio Membership 


Chicago, June 8. 

City News Bureau, so-called 
“little AP” maintained by the four 
dailies here for cooperative cover- 
age of local news, last week offered 
its service to Chicago radio and 
tele stations. Move marks the first 
time a major metropolitan news 
agency has given the green light 
to broadcasters. 

News will be supplied via tele- 
type at weekly rates scaled to the 
air time of each client. Stations 
on the air more than 134 hours per 
week will pay $150; those broad- 
casting less than 134 but more than 
101 hours will pay $112.50: stations 
‘75 less than 101 hours will pay 

CNB isn’t setting up special 
services for broadcasters, but 
merely extending its present serv- 
ice to include radio and tele 
clients. Service will be either by 
contract or through associate mem- 
berships, depending on further ac- 
tion by CNB’s board of directors. 
Each station will get approximately 
25,000 words per day, written in 











standard news style. 


* Despite a souring on co-op shows 


,among-.the other networks,.Mutual 
| has struck a.coin.bonanza.this sea- 
son with its co-op program list. 
‘The payoff for the MBS net and 
its affiliates has more than tripled 
since last year, when the co-op 
| sweepstakes field was thrown wide 
| open. As of June 1 this year, co-op 
|Shows are traveling at a. per an- 
‘num clip of a $1,700,000 gross for 
‘talent and a $6,000,000 gross_for 
|time, as against the same date last 
\year, when the talent bracket 
cleared only $500,000 and time 
| charges totaled $1,750,000. 


Solid faith of Mutual’s execs in 
ithe co-op idea, despite a few re- 
verses, is indicated by their latest 
decision to put a new Gabriel Heat- 
ter show up for local sponsorship. 
Show, titled “Gabriel Heatter’s 
Mail Bag,” is set to tee off Aug. 30 
as an early afternoon 15-minute 
airer across-the-board. Although a 
daytime offering, web chiefs hope 
it'll plug the billings gap left by 
the exit of “Information Please,” 
as a result of the net’s tangle with 
Dan Golenpaul. 


Tipoff on the other networks’ 
diminishing zest for co-ops is the 
comedown of the high-flying Ab- 
bott & Costello airer on ABC. 
Whereas A&C were leading ABC's 
co-op pack only two months ago 
with a total of 85 local bankrollers, 
currently the show has 31 sponsors 
in 38 markets. 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., Paces 


Among Mutual’s long roster of 
co-ops, Fulton Lewis, Jr., is way 
out in front with current billings 
on 304 stations. Kate Smith, after 
a spectacular getaway last fall, is 
in second place with approximately 
250 outlets, while Cedric Foster 
follows with 160 and John Nesbitt 
with 140. 


Mutual’s grand total on its co-op 
shows currently figures up to 1,359 
program sales on its outlets with 
1,800 participating -bankrollers. On 
the other hand, ABC has slightly 
better than 700 co-op program 
sales, while NBC and CBS total 
around 300 apiece, 





‘Musicomedy’ Vice Ozzie 


The summer replacement, start- 
ing June 18, for Ozzie and Harriet 
on CBS for International Silver 
will be “Musicomedy,” a series of 
short story adaptations with musi- 
cal interludes supplied by Raymond 
Paige. This is virtually a musical 
edition of the same client’s peren- 
nial hiatus entry, “Silver Thea- 
tre.” 

“Musicomedy” will originate in 
New York, not Cincinnati, as pre- 
viously contemplated. Initial offer- 
ing will be Patterson McNutt’s 
“Slightly Terrific,” with Julie Con- 
way, Johnny Desmond and Kenny 
Bowers as leads. Lindsay Mac- 
'Harrie will direct for Young & 
i\Rubicam agency. 
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What Price Masterminds? 


There are neglected aspects of t 
making at the expense of NBC an 


he recent Congressional headline- 
d the State Department. Nobody 


seems to have raised the fairly obvious point that until now it was 


never a sin inside or outside the U. 


or any particular region of the country. 


from Revolutionary days until now 


S. to spoof Texas or New England 
Indeed, American humor 
has been marked by just this same 


sort of waggery which suddenly becomes so dreadful that members 


of Congress profess an indignation 


Election year does not altogether 


goes deeper. 


more incredible than convincing. 
explain the weird incident. It 


In the confusion and anxieties of our times people have the scape- 


goat complex bad. The most ob 
thing are racial and need not be 
scapegoat dear to the hearts of al 


vious exampies of the scapegoat 
repeated here. There is also the 
| small towners and provincials— 


the big city. It used to be Wall Street. Today it is the big city amuse- 
ments, the New York and Hollywood influences. 


Theoretical? 
hunt menanee for radio. Radio is 
immune. Hollywood was private 


private business operating on a Government license. 


confusion in the film colony, whi 


All the evidence builds up the reality of the witch- 


Hollywood was not 
whereas radio is 
The present 
le not exclusively related to the 


not immune. 


business 100%, 


witchhunt, is surely linked. Comes now the radio industry, trembling 
in its boots, pleading “guilty” only of the crime of making a few 
comical remarks about Texas, the most comical remark-producing 


state in the Union. 


Radio is quick to feel hurt when 
but who can have any respect for 
and asks to be walked upon? 


unjustly accused (and it often is), 
leadership which prostrates itself 








‘Spanish Inquisition Brings Tighter 


State Dept. Control on ‘Voice’ B casts 


Washington, June 8. * 


Tighter State Department con- 
trol over the “Voice of America” | 
broadcasts is one benefit to come 
out of the Congressional probes | 
which bowed out last week after 
whooping it up over the “Know 





It’s Now Dr. Coy 


Cincinnati, June 8. 
Visit here Thursday (3) of Wayne 


Coy to deliver the commencement | 
address at the Cincinnati College | 








COPIES FILMS 
KOWTOW STANCE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

American radio is “taking it 
lying down,” with the possibility 
of future consequences it may re- 
gret. This is a growing interpre- 
tation in radio circles of a number 
of recent events, most conspicu- 
ously the blasting of NBC and the 
State Department on Spanish- 
language shortwave broadcasts. 

As shrewd observers of radio 
point out, the most remarkable 
aspect is not the criticism by Con- 
gressional kibitzers, but the abject 
apologies, the failure to talk back 
and the offer to quit, under fire, 
the whole shortwave field. Said 
one radio executive last week: 


“Such a display of timidity and | 


fear is almost certain to bring 
more of the same from members 
of Congress.” 

Broadcasters have been afraid, 
with cause, of a gathering psy- 
chology in Washington favorable 
to extending the Hollywood witch- 
hunt into the radio business. There 
are Congressmen who would en- 
joy this, and the rival media, news- 
papers and magazines, in short- 
sighted malice against radio, can 
probably be depended upon to help 
the radio grilling along. Only last 
month the Ladies Home Journal 
featured an article advocating the 
adoption of a Canadian-type radio 
system in the U. S. with the Gov- 
ernment operating facilities in its 
own name. In a matter of weeks 
after this proposal gave _ broad- 
casters geose-pimples, the chief 


Nortlry America” series DX’ed to of Music occasioned a double-bar- ‘counsel for NBC endorsed an iden- 


Latin America via NBC. 

Congress has apparently been 
convinced that merely farming out 
to the work—which was ordered 
by Congress in the law it passed 
last year—will not work, and that 
there must be properly centralized 
control in the State Department. | 

In the contracts currently being | 
renegotiated with=NBC and CBS 
one State official explained: | 

The Department, itself, will 
write and control through an ex- 
panded staff, all official news and 
commentary beamed to foreign 
listeners. ' 

Entertainment and special fea- 
tures such as the Spanish series to 
Latin America which backfired so 
badly, will be contracted for indi- 
vidually. Each series will be tai- 
lored to official specifications and 
carefully reviewed, the same as 
sponsors and advertising agencies 
go over domestic network shows. 

Hence, according to Assistant | 
Secretary of State George V. Allen, 
there will be virtually no chance 


(Continued on page 34) 


F. & A. Hummert 
A Major Industry 


With Dancer, Fitzgerald & 
Sample taking over the “Molle 
Mystery Theatre” Sterling Drug 
account from Young & Rubicam in 
the drug company’s radio reshuffle, 
the whodunit program will, effec- 
tive July 20, be produced by Frank 
and Ann Hummert. (Show switches 





rel salute for the FCC chairman. 


tical plan so far as shortwave is 


The college conferred honorary | Concerned (see accompanying edi- 


degree ctf doctor of music and edu- 


torial) and inferentially conceded 


cation upon him after execs of all | that private enterprise could not 
Cincy stations and the local press | 40 the job. 


saluted him socially at a cocktail 
party in the home of James D. 
Shouse, president of the Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp. 


Mutual Capsules 
No Relief For 
WOR’s Headache 


WOR—and a flock of other sta- 
tions on the Mutual network—find 
themselves on the horn of a five- 
minute dilemma which is currently 
cuing plenty of tll thinking. 
With Bill Henry preeming his five- 
minute (9:55-10 p.m.) news pro- 
gram for the network June 28 (it 
runs sustaining until August, when 
Johns-Manville resumes bankroll- 
ing), Mutual will have two night- 
time capsule shows running cross- 
'the-board. The other is Billy Rose, 
heard 8:55-9 p.m. 

In terms of WOR it presents a 
situation where 10 half-hour shows 
| preceding the two five-minute pro- 
grams Monday through Friday, will 
have to shave down to 25 minutes. 
And just how that will rest with 
the sponsors of the 30-minute pro- 
grams is another headache that 
will have to be remedied. 

In effect, the two five-minute 








over from NBC to CBS ste#&ting 
July 29). As in the case of other 
Hummert shows, Air Features will 
handle administration of “Mystery 
Theatre.” ? 

Move further accents the projec- 
tion of the Hummerts into the big- 
time night program operation. A 
couple months back they took over 
production of the Borden Your 
Song and Mine” show, which repre- 
sented one of the first instances of 
a bigtime radio agency (Kenyon & 
Eckhardt) “farming out” produc- 
tion of a show. 

With acquisition of “Mystery 
Theatre” (Molle will be dropped 
in favor of another Sterling Drug 
product), Hummerts will have 19 
shows riding the coast-to-coast 
kilocyeles. These include 12 day- 
time serials, five nighttime musi- 
cals, plus “Mr. Keen” and “Mys- 
tery Theatre.” 


programs alone, going out over sev- 
‘eral hundred stations, is expected 
| to open up a whole new market for 
25-minute transcription shows. The 
| Alan Ladd transcribed show, “Box 
| 13,” for example, is presently heard 
9:30 to 10 p.m. on WOR. With 
| Snney going in at 9:55, the show 
will have to be sliced to 25 minutes 
;and the whole format revised so 
‘that the show will still be com- 
| plete. At the same time the pro- 
/gram, which is sold locally to sta- 
tions, must still be peddled as a 
| half-hour program. 

| Same situation cropped up when 
WOR picked up Billy Rose, result- 
‘ing in the preceding half-hour 
“Boston Blackie” program going 
‘through the 25-minute trimming 
'routine. This was accomplished by 
| WOR using the show live, whereas 
|other stations buy it transcribed in 
{the 30-minute form. 


Inviting the Camel In 


“There’s a contradiction in 
broadcaster's arguments,” to quote 
another official in New York. “On 
the one hand management goes be- 
fore the FCC and tries to have the 
Mayflower Decision of 1940 knocked 
out on the grounds of unwarranted 
Government regulation. Then the 
same people, or some of them. 
turn around and invite the camel 
into the tent.” Not lost upon trade 
dopesters is the role of Charles 
Denny, yesterday chairman of the 
FCC, today the spokesman for 
NBC in urging Government opera- 
tion of DX radio. “A bit confus- 
ing,” is the consensus on this 
maneuver. 

Trade comment by those who 
read the political tea-leaves looks 
ahead to 1949 and the possibility 
of a whole new setup in Washing- 
ton. They see the small town 
mentality in the saddle with its 
native dislike of big city amuse- 
ment people. The _ censorship- 
minded elements will move if given 
half a chance, and radio may get 
a drubbing which will paralyze 
its ability to decide for itself there- 
after what sort of programs it pro- 
duees. Nearly all the leading rep- 
resentatives of management fore- 
see this trend and yet hardly any- 
thing is being done to forestall it, 
or educate the better type Con- 
gressmen to the situation. 





Chain Breaks’ Brake 


Even chain breaks are now 
getting a summer format. 

Florida Citrus Assn... via 
Benton & Bowles agency, has 
been using a 15-second sing- 
ing commercial in markets 
throughout the country, using 
a girl and two harmonicists to 
extoi the virtues of good 
health. 

Starting in July, the “sum- 
mer replacement” goes in, with 
the girl to be accompanied by 
“two musical glasses filled with 
iced orange juice.” 


Sarnoff at Signoff 
‘As Mullen Vamps 
Ahead of Schedule 


Frank Mullen, who resigned as 
exec veepee of NBC to take over 
|the G. A. (Dick) Rickards three- 
| station operation as president, of- 
| ficially went off the payroll as of 
‘last Friday (4). Originally his 
|resignation was scheduled to go 
‘into effect July 1. 
| Mullen stepped up his checkout 
| in order to plunge into the multiple 
| Richards operation. However, he 
| won't move out to the Coast until 
|the fall and during the summer 
|months will be located in Manhat- 
tan in the Richards hdgs., Hotel 
Chatham. 

Last Friday’s (4) NBC manage- 
ment meeting at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., was in the form of 
a top level management sendoff to 
Mullen, with the occasion marked 
by the appearance of David Sar- 
noff, RCA board chairman and 
prexy. It was Sarnoftl’s initial 
participation in the web’s manage- 
ment powwow, cued to the official 
Mullen sendoff. Latter was pres- 
sented with a wrist watch and, as 
a gag fare-thee-well, a hottie of 
invisible ink (inference being, if 
there are any more of those hot- 
seat memos, at least nobody’ll see 
them), 

The entire NBC personnel will 
toss Mullen a farewell dinner this 
Friday (11). 


Henry To Olympics 


Bill Henry had made a deal 
with CBS to cover the summer 
Olympics inf Europe. But now that 
he’s moving his Johns-Manville 
news program over to Mutual, he’s 
taking on the Olympics coverage 
as an MBS assignment. 

Henry leaves July 25 on the 
Queen Elizabeth and he’ll be back 
in time for the Aug. 20 preem 
of Johns-Manville as a Mutual 
client. 
starts sustaining on Mutual this 
month, moving over from CBS. 























Mutual is climbing aboard the 
full-hour telephonic musical give- 
away bandwagon with-an am- 
bitious production designed to “end 
all giveaways,” fdéllowing in the 
footsteps of ABC’s Sunday night 
“Stop the Music” (already three- 
quarters sold out) and the Satur- 
day night CBS “Sing It Again” 
show. 

Mutual stanza, scheduled for a 
June 26 getaway, is also due for a 
Saturday night showcasing, but in 
the hour (9 to 10) following the 
CBS “Sing” program. 

That gives all the networks but 





NBC a 60-minute ride on the give- 


Mutual’s 50G Giveaway 
**To End All Giveaways”’ 


|away train. Latter web has decided 
to “sit it out,” content that in its 
“Truth or Consequences” show it 
has the biggest Hooper puller in 
ithe giveaway business. 

Mutual is aiming at bigtime 
splurge with a “cash only” format, 
instead of merchandise, similar to 
CBS’ “Sing.” It will permit for an 
accumulated jackpot of $50,000 at 
{the end of the year, with the for- 
mat based strictly on chance. 
| Bud Collyer will emcee. Mark 
, Warnow’s orch will background the 
| show; Mary Small and Russ Emery 
| will sing and there will be a quar- 
‘tet. Show will be tabbed “Three 
. for the Money.” 


The Henry news strip. 





in the not too distant future be 
put to the test of exercising on 
the network’s second oldest client, 
Standard Brands, his new policy 
of giving the quality or pulling 
power of a show precedence over 
the obligation to the advertiser. 
Reports have emanated out of 
Standard Brands that the company 
has about come to the conclusion 
that no one or any combination 
of its brands can any longer sup- 
port the Edgar Bergen-Charlie Me- 
Carthy show. 

The Bergen stanza rates as one 
of the most expensive in the busi- 
ness. Exclusive of the 15% agency 


|commission which goes te J. Wal- 


ter Thompson, there’s a _ talent 
budget of $25,000, and the cost ,of 
time runs in excess of $10,000 a 
week. Standard Brands has occu- 
pied this Sunday evening period 
(88:30) since Sept. 9, 1928, rank- 
ing that account in longevity just 
behind the oldest of them all on 
the NBC list, Cities Service. 
An implication linked with the 
SB report is that the food pack- 
ager has every intention of re- 
taining the period but, acting on 
business expediency, it will re- 
place the Bergen show, when the 
latter’s contract expires, with a 
far cheaper program. A _ Stand- 
ard Brands executive revealed the 
thinking that was going on within 
his own organization during a re- 
cent discussion with trade ae- 
quaintances on the tendency of its 
competitor, General Foods, to un- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Radio-Tele’s 3006 
Convention Tab 


It’s estimated that the week 
of the Republican Convention in 
Philadelphia this month will add 
up to a $300,000 expense account 
for the radio-television networks 
and stations. This amount, of 
course, is exelusive of the regular 
salaries of staffers assigned to the 
GOP powwow and if the cancelled- 
out commercial time segments 
were added the figure would ap- 





proximate something closer to 
$400,000. 
NBC alone, it’s said, will have a 


total of nearly 200 at the Philly 
convention for its radio-tele setup, 
with the other three networks 
(ABC, CBS, Mutual) adding an 
additional 200. The estimated 300G 
figure is based on such items as 
hotels and reem space, food, liquor, 
transportation, lines, engineering, 
private phones, air conditioning 
units, teletype and news printers. 
Plus the overtime tab for per- 
sonnel. 
Lux Cancellation 

Lux Radio Theatre’s June 21 
eo has been — by 
CBS make way for a pickup 
from the Republican nm in 
Philly. 

The show, incidentally, has for 
the second time within a year 
rated No. 1 on both Hooper and 
Nielsen, something that no other 
network stanza has been able to 
snag even once. 


Carpenter Heads West 
On Moore ‘Breakfast’ Stint 


Tom Carpenter, assistant radio 
director of Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency, left for the Coast Monday 





(7) for huddles with Garry Moore, 


who now does the emcee job on 
“Breakfast in Hollywood,” co- 
sponsored by Kellogg, a K & E ac- 
count, and Procter & Gamble. 
Purpose is to complete the tran- 
sition of “Breakfast” into a strictly 
Moore routine, dropping the for- 
mat inherited from the late Tem 
Breneman, whom Moore  suc- 
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Tt LYING DOWN: 


Not the Chent, That Counts ) May Get 
Acid Test If SB Replaces Bergen 


+ Niles Trammell, NBC prez, may 
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OBERT SHAW CHORALE 
With 32-voice mixed choir; Ken- 
neth Banghart, announcer 
Producer: Ezra McIntosh 
30 Mins., Sun., 8 p.m. 
STANDARD BRANDS 
NBC, from New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Departing from its custom of the 


past several seasons of spotting 


Alec Templeton in the 8-8:30 Sun- | 


day night NBC stretch as summer 
replacement fer its Edgar Bergen- 
Charlie McCarthy show, Standard 
Brands this year has come up with 
something of an innovation “in 
major client bankrolling. S-B has 
slotted the Robert Shaw Chorale 


of 32 mixed voices for the June-' 
The stanza ' 


Ju'y-August semester. 
preemed last Sunday (6) and it 


came off as a refreshing interlude 
in summertime programming. 


it’s reported that S-B execs (and 
their agency, J. Walter Thompson) 
made the venturesome and cer- 
tainly off-the-beaten-track program 
move on the premise that, as more 
and more radio personalities be- 
come established in television, this 
is the type program for which 
there will always be a spot in the 
AM radio picture, so why not ex- 
plore such strictly-audio program 
techniques with a longrange view 
toward the future? 

Whatever the thinking, the show- 
casing of the Robert Shaw Chorale 
in the prime Sunday time offers 
same pleasurable moments, cer- 
tainly a welcome respite from the 
multiplying list of giveaways dom- 
inating the summer kilocycles. 
Shaw and his trained vocalists will 
command but a limited audience 
pull and will undoubtedly have 
tough competition from “Stop the 
Music” in the 8 to 9 ABC bracket, 
but once established in the spot, 
the group, through the virtuosity 
of its performance, will invite a 
repeat tune-in. 


For its opening program, the 
Shaw Chorale offered a varied pro- 
ram including some Rodgers- 
ammerstein melodies from ‘“Car- 
ousel” (the arrangement of “When 
I Marry Mr. Jones” was a particu- 
larly charming thing to listen to); 
a group of Brahms’ “Liebeslieder 
Waltzes”; some Stephen Foster, an 
ear'y folk tune, “He’s Gone Away,” 
and the first of a series-of “choral 
rofiles,” with music by Gail 
ubic. A relaxing half-hour. 


Ken Banghart does the an- 
nouncing and Standard Brands has 
switched from Chase & Sanborn to 
Tenderleaf (iced) Tea and Royal 
puddings. Commercial copy was 
easy to take. Rose. 


GILBERT & SULLIVAN SERIES 

(Yeomen of the Guard) 

With Jean Haig, Edmund Hock- 
ridge, William Morton, Nellie 
Smith, Eric Tredwell, Margaret 
Evans, Geoffrey Waddinzton’s 
orch and chorus, Rupert Lucas, 
narrator; Larry Henderson, an- 
nouncer 

Writer: Howard Mountain 

Producer: Ernest Morgan 

Director: Geoffrey Waddington 

60 Mins.; Tues. 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBC, from Toronto 


Ernest Morgan, former Savoyard 
pro singer and now senior music 
producer for the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., has made a happy 
choice in scheduling 13 Gilbert & 
Sullivan operas for summer listen- 
ers. These will appeal not only 
to the loyal oldsters who belong 
to G-& S societies that still meet 
regularly, but it is evident that the 
musicianly gifts of Sullivan and 
the clever dialog and lyrics of Gil- 
bert see no signs of waning as each 
new generation comes along. 


Morgan is using top singers in 
the principal roles plus a mixed 
chorus of 16 voices for background 
ensembles; Waddington has 26 men 
in the orchestra. Of the 13 operas 
in the CBC series, six are in the 
public domain: royalties are being 
paid on the others in the standard 
repertory. Series is being carried 
by 38 stations on the CBC’s Domin- 
ion network. 

Manifestly, it is impossible to 
incorporate the dialog in a one- 
hour broadcast and some of the 
music has to be cut but this sur- 
prisingly little. (In “Yeomen of 
the Guard,” for instance, the music 
only runs 80 minutes normally). 
Despite the involved plot of “Yeo- 
men,” Rupert Lucas, as narrator, 
intelligently sets the scene and 
carries the thread of the story in 
pleasant style, though the sum- 
Mary necessarily is swift. 

For “Yeomen,” all principals 
excellent form and 
ebullient when this was called for; 
the choruses attacked with spirited 
but well-disciplined vigor and were 
particularly enjoyable in the pat- 
ter-backgrounds. Whole produc- 
tion was marked by zest and 


CITIES SERVICE BAND OF 
AMERICA ; 

With Paul Lavalle band; M. H. 
Aylesworth, Dr. Edwin Franko 


nouncer 

Producer-director: James Haupt 
30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

CITIES SERVICE 

NBC, from New York 

| (Ellington & Co.) 


Cities Service has gone back 
practically to the Gay '90s for its 
summer replacement for the “High- 
ways in Melody” show. New offer- 
ing is a half-hour of band music 
of the kind that could be heard in 
the public square of any city 30 or 
40 years ago and which since has 
|retained a certain following in a 
number of small towns. Gasoline 
outfit hopes to build a high enough 
Hooper to keep the show as a per- 
manent feature next fall and win- 
iter, but whether the audience for 
such music is large enough to sus- 
|tain it even during the summer 
| months is questionable. 


| Paul Lavalle, who has recruited 
ithe 48-piece band for the show 
|from among the top band musi- 
cians in the country, apparently 
| recognized that a straight menu of 
| the kind of music usually allotted to 
| bands wouldn’t hold an audience 
for a full half-hour. As a result, 
;on the preem show (4), he mixed 
|the standard band numbers with 
‘such selections as Wagner’s intro 
ito the third act of “Lohengrin.” 





j 
' 


struments, however, such music 
emerged as just more band tunes, 
sounding two-dimensional despite 
the interesting arrangement. 


In short, such music probably 
won’t hold the interest of the aver- 
age listener accustomed to tuning 
his radio into dance bands or sym- 
phony orchs. Lavalle’s combo, 
under his capable direction, 
sounded like a good band, and that’s 
all. Such music would be appre- 
ciated much more in its rightful 
place in high school auditoriums or 
public squares or the Central Park 
Mall in N. Y. Cities Service male 
quartet tossed a couple of Carrie 
Jacobs Bond tunes into the middle 
of the show to break the instru- 
mental onslaught, but didn’t count 
for much. 


As a special feature for the 
debut, onetime NBC prez M. H. 
Aylesworth, reminisced about how 
much good music Cities Service 
has brought to listeners since it 
bowed in as one of NBC’s first 
sponsors. He sounded like a 
good case of mike fright, 
/even when introducing Dr. Edwin 
| Franko Goldman, who pitched for 
a return of band music on a na- 
tional scale. Aside from the Cities 
Service mention via the band’s 
title, the commercial was confined 
to a single, short plug three-quar- 
ters of the way through. It was 
| neatly handled by announcer Ford 
Bond. Stal. 


TALENT JACKPOT 

With John Reed King, emcee 
Director: Jack Rubin 
Producer: Ed Wolfe Associates 
25 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

MBS from New York 

Dialers who are currently keep- 
ing glued to their sets in hope of 
winning a fortune in cash and/or 
merchandise may be misled by the 
title of this new Mutual show. It 
is going to be a shock when they 
find out that this program dishes 
up nothing but good entertainment 
for listeners: The coin disbursed 
is going, for a change, into the 
pockets of deserving amateur and 
professional performrs who are 
given a break-on this show. 

In format, “Talent Jackpot” de- 
scends from a long. line of pro- 
grams sired by “Major Bowes 
Amateur Hour” and, more recent- 
ly, by ur Godfrey’s “Talent 
Scouts.” Each week, the show 
will introduce four or five variety 
— with a grand payoff for the 
ty) 

Dp plus a one-week’s booking at 
the Broadway Strand. The win- 
ner gets the chance of returning 
the following week and, if he 
clicks again, wins $1,000 plus a 
two-weeks engagement. The rest 
of the acts can win up to $250 ac- 
cording to studio audience reaction 
as measured on an applause meter. 


On the kickoff stanza (3), four 
crackerjack items combined for a 
snappy, varied session of music 
and comedy. The Youman Bros. 
& Frances, an instrumental trio 
doing takeoffs on big name bands, 
copped first prize with a virtuoso 
display of musical mimcry. A boff 
slice of comedy was provided by 
Jack Carter who appeared in the 
legit musical, “Call Me Mister.” 
And solid vocals were rendered by 
the Dixie-aires, a male quartet, 
and Gloria Villar. 

John Reed King handles the 
emcee chores in ebullient style, 
selling the acts like a circus spieler. 
His introes, however, are kept 
brief and he lets the talent have 





Goldmen, guests; Ford Bond, an- | 


Without the sweep of stringed in-. 


ae ae in the form of a $500 first |S 


COCA-COLA SUMMER SHOW 
With Roger Pryer, Charles Lichter 

Orch, Nestor Chayres, Los Pan- 

chos 
Producer: Paul Lewis 
39 Mins.: 7:30 p.m., Sunday 
COCA-COLA CO. 

CBS, from New York 

(D’Arcy) SEN 

oca-Cola’s summer replace 

‘ar the Percy Faith-Jane Froman 
‘show is merely the wintertime 
‘edition of the “Pause That Re- 
freshes” with a multitude of for- 
eign accents. The same basic val- 
ues of good music paced _ by .ac- 
|complished singers and the lush 
'musie of the predominantly string 
| orchestra. is retained. Conseauent- 
lly, the high melodic value of this 
lliterate offering with little essen- 
‘tial difference is evident. 

Part of the Coca-Cola diplomacy 
in alien countries is the broadcast- 
\ing of musical shows over stations 
‘in Latin America, Europe and 
| elsewhere. The summertime format 
‘is merely a sampling of the mu- 
sical cultures in the countries in 
which it does enough business to 
warrant expensive radio talent. 


Teeoff in the vacation series 
demonstrated the music of the 
good-neighbor territory. Nestor 
Chayres, the Mexican singer and 
Los Panchos instrumental and 
song trio, backed by the Charles 
Lichter band provided a full- 
bodied exposition of the more fa- 
miliar and highly melodic num- 
bers of the chile-country. Chayres 
for example provided hearty ren- 
ditions of “Estralita,” “Solamente 
Una Vez,” “Jalisco” and the highly 
popular “Granada.” 
around Gringo cafes and vauders 
in New York and is conversant on 
U. S. tastes in Mex music. 


The Lichter crew instrumentaled 
in the same Latin vein to provide 
a smooth musical continuity for 
the session. 


Roger Pryor continues as the 
program’s conferencier, and the 
Coca-Cola plugs, as usual, are brief 
and in good taste. Jose. 








SUPERSTITION 
With Ralph Bell, Larry Haines, 
Amzie Strickland, Frank Berh- 
rens, Jackson Beck; Bernie 
Green, conductor; Jimmy Blaine, 
announcer 
Producer-Writer: Robert Sloane 
Director: Leonard Blair 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m., EDT 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
Behind the window dressing 
about shibboleths, this is a prom- 
ising melodrama series with a 
clever story gimmick. Whether 
such - and - such superstition is 
based on logic or fallacy is some- 
thing for people with time for ab- 
stractions. But a series of yarns 
based on familiar fetishes should 
have a natural audience hook. 
With that as a basis, everything 
depends on the writing and pres- 
entation. 


On the basis of the Sunday (6) 
preem, “Superstition” is a cap- 
able hokum job. With Ralph Bell 
in the permanent role of Voice of 
Superstition (and functioning as 
narrator, confidant, adviser and 
supernatural power) it told a mod- 
erately absorbing yarn about a 
daredevil flyer whose wife tries to 
argue him out of his trust in a 
“lucky” four-leaf clover. Although 
the plot and dialog (particularly 
the romantic scenes) were hack- 
neyed, the effect was redeemed by 
artful production and, to a lesser 
extent, performance. 

On the whole, 
seems a fairly likely summer 
starter, with -a fair chance of 
registering enough for winter sur- 
vival. Hobe. 


“Superstition” 





Wh eter, md 
n Alexander, 
Writer: Al Simon pr =~ 
Director: J. C. Lewis 
30 Mins., Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
ustain 


Mutual, from Hollywood 
“It’s a Living,” sustainer which 


tual, is lively, well-paced, light en- 
tertainment. Show is ae in a 
pleasant, easy-to-listen-to vein by 
Al Simon and handled very deftly 
by moderator Ben Alexander. 


Program is built around an un- 
usual occupation format, interview- 
ing persons who earn their livings 
in other than conventional ways. 
Initialer introduced interesting 
personalities with a vivid interest 
in their work and equipped with 
the flair to ture listener atten- 
tion. Personalities explained’ just 
how they happened to get into their 


dotes about the work. 


Alexander interviewed a worm 
cultivator, piano music-roll maker, 
lady bug farmer, whip lasher, and 
gorilla impersonator. 

“Living” has the spontaneity that 
makes for enjoyable listening. 
mde and production of Simon 
carried through for good radio en- 





sparkle. McStay. ‘full sway. Herm. tertainment. 
ante race See poe: < = Saline asin et bem a Sa re a ae = . rN os EERE ae 


He’s been: 


bowed in Sunday night (6) on Mu-| “ 


odd occupations and related anec- | 





WHAT’S MY NAME? 
With Arlene Francis, Ward Wilson 
Producer: John Gibbs 
Director: rae pein 
38 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
GENERAL ELECTRIC LAMPS 
ABC, from New Yo 

(BBD&O) 


General Electric previewed this 
quiz, which had been gathering 


ust for years, before a batch of 
| le 0 "3 the Edison Electrical 
convention in Atlantic City last 
Thursday night (3). And if subse- 
quent programs can churn half the 
lively raillery and punchy pace 
which marked that broadcast, the 
series should pay off substantially. 
Outside of that special shot, GE 
starts picking up the ABC time tab 
on a regular basis this Saturday 
(12). For warmup purposes ABC 
put the show on last Saturday (5) 
in GE’s contracted 9:30-10 p.m. 
groove gratis, thereby balancing 
out the client’s ‘kickin for the spe- 
cial airing. 

The “What’s My Name?” that 
bowed in before the .convention 
delegates was pretty much of a 
streamlined affair, not so much in 
format as in borrowing the give- 
away and jackpot angles that have 
apparently become “musts” with 
the current tribe of quiz sessions. 
The old “Name” used $15 as its 
top bait for answers to the charade 
personality; now, the payoff on the 
initial clue is $100, the second clue, 
$50, and the final try, $25, with a 
crossbuck as a consolation prize. 


As an added hook, “Name,” be- 
ing no less shy than other recent 
impresarios in the audience par- 
ticipation field, has adopted the 
“Mr. Hush” thing. In this instance 
it’s a scrambled recording of the 
speaking voice of what is purported 
to be a _ wellknown personality. 
With amazing originality, the jack- 
pot twist is described as the ‘“Mys- 
tery Voice.’”’ Winners of the regu- 
lar name queries are given a crack 
at identifying the recorded voice, 
with the privilege of phoning some 
one in the contestant’s hometown 
for help. The correct answer nets 
each $250, or half of whatever is 
in the pot. That kitty starts off 
with a grand this Saturday (12). 


No small contributing factor to 
the sock impression made by the 
preview broadcast were the cir- 
cumstances that surrounded the 
origination. Here were partici- 


pants who were not only several | 


cuts ‘culturally, above the general 
run of quiz contestants but playing 
to a roomful of acquaintances. It 
was a studio audience out for a 
good time and the glib rejoinders 
of the contestants needed little en- 
couragement. 


And in there to put ‘em quickly 
at their ease and prod the cross- 
fire was perhaps one of the warm- 
est and most engaging personali- 
ties that has emerged from radio’s 
welter of parlor game playing— 
namely, Arlene’ Francis. She 
proved as smooth as ever in pitch- 
ing the subtle woo with the male 
line at the mike as well the clues. 
Ward Wilson also administered a 
Suave routine in handling the dis- 
taff side. 


The program runs anything but 
short of GE lamp merchandising. 
Bestowed on each winner is a 
package of bulbs with all attend- 
ing assurances of their virtues and 
the twin m.c.’s take time out on 
divers occasions to interpolate the 
usual stuff from copypaper. One 
of these blurbs seemed to do a 
—_. v oe —w moralizing on 

snatching. The thing soun‘ 
pretty hackneyed. _ 


Odec. 





CALL THE POLICE 

With George Petrie, Amzie Strick- 
land; Hugh James, announcer 

Producer-director: John Cole 

Writer: Peter Barry 

30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 


-| LEVER BROS. 


NBC, 7 New York 
. uthrauff-Ryan) 

_ “Call the Police” a TP to the 
air as a summer sub "Tuesday (1) 
in the 9 p.m. NBC spot, replacing 

Amos n’ Andy.” Last night (8) 
it shifted to the 9-30 p.m. slot, as 


the “Eddie be: ” 
ne. antor Show” moved 


“Police” is still a live] - 
dunit. Built along familier oe 
it makes up in smart dialog and 
swift pace for its run-of-the-mine 
character. The dialog occasionally 
is a little flippant, but this bright- 
ens up the program. Performances 
are good; sound effects are strik- 
ing, and the music bridges fine. 


- Open on the series deal i 
the case of the missing aeoven 
ne,” a familiar yarn of a man 
murdered after winning at cards 
in a questionable game, and the 
way a cop tracks down the crimi- 
nal. The card game set a quick 
dramatic opening, which effect was 
dispelled a little by the sudden 
switch to the Rinso commercial. 
Then the dramat-narration went 
on from there in swift, suspense- 
ful style. Bron. 


hy 


SUMMER FAMILY HOUR 

With Earl Wrightson, Ray Charles, 
chorus, orch; Dudley King, con- 
ductor; Frank Gallup, announc- 
er; Dorothy Sarnoff, guest 

Director: Ken Burton 

Writer: Robert Bach 

30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 

' PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE 

| CBS, from New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 

As the summer replacement for 
its regular “Family Hour” series 
with, Rise Stevens, Prudential is 
presenting a lighter version star- 
ring Earl Wrightson, with Dudley 
King conducting the orchestra and 
chorus, and a policy of semi-name 
guests. The budget is probably 
| about $5,000, or about half that of 
ithe winter stanza. At that rate it 
;seems a Satisfactory buy, which 
| should hold a respectable share of 
| the established audience. 
| The idea of the summer edition 
| is obviously to provide pleasant en- 
'tertainment with no effort involved 
'for the listener. Wrightson, with 
|ample experience in radio and 
| legit, handles both the singing and 
|m.e. assignments nicely and Dud- 
ley King’s music rightly stresses 
uncomplicated melody. For the 
opening show, Dorothy Sarnoff 
teamed well with Wrightson, and 
there was a good change-of-pace 
solo by chorus singer Ray Charles 
(who thereby followed the prece- 
dent set by Jack Smith on the same 
series). 


As usual with musical programs 
the continuity pushes just a bit 
too wordily in striving for atmos- 
phere, particularly in the folksy 
i“gather around the piano” ap- 
| proach of the final medley routine. 
Prudential’s copy is still “restrain- 
ed,” with two announcements us- 
ing professional voices to plug in- 
surance as a widow’s protection 
and as creating an “estate.” Frank 
Gallup continues to read the “sell” 
with suitable reverence. Hobe. 


COMEDY WRITERS SHOW | 
With Johnny Murray, Sid Fields, 
Roger Price, Leonard Stern; 
Ben Brady, moderator; Paul 
Masterson, announcer. 
Producer: Frank Cooper 
Director: Sy Fischer 
30 Mins., Sun. 10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABE, from Hollywood 
This one probably sounded very 
good on paper. Why not, it was 
figured, show how the scripters of 
‘radio’s top comedy shows sit 
‘around the conference table and 
‘whip a 30-minute program into 
|shape? Which may all sound good, 
strictly as a one-shot novelty, but 
‘on the basis of the initial presen- 
‘tation Sunday (6), the idea could 
run pretty thin before you could 
even say “Bob-Hope’s-gonna-have- 
a-new-format.” 


With Ben Brady as moderator, 
the preem brought together John- 
ny Murray, who writes for Red 
Skelton; Sid Fields (Eddie Can- 
tor); Roger Price (Bob Hope) and 
Leonard Stern (Abbott & Costel- 
lo). For the edification of the 
listening audience, it was decided 
(on suggestion of Jimmy Stewart) 
to blueprint a program based on 
the Bob Hope format, with the in- 
evitable monolog as a_ starter, 
then the man-chasing dame (Vera 
Vague) episode and the gueststar 
kickaround (“let’s suppose it’s a 
British pix personality”). — 

An effort was made to give the 
whole thing a spontaneity by mak- 
ing it all sound adlib, but what 
the boys came up with sounded 
like a collection of leftover gags 
\from the A&C-Hope-Skelton-Can- 
tor, ete. nighttime comedy roster, 
without benefit of the surefire 
deliyery that the stars can at least 
provide. 'e 

It added up to an uninspiring 
half-hour of can-you-top-this-one 
on a given theme, but “Can You 
Top This?” does it a lot a en 

ose. 


THE JERRY WAYNE SHOW 
With Jerry Wayne, West’s 
Band, Lisa Kirk (guest) 














| Producer: Lester Gottlieb 


Director: Oliver Daniel 
Sustaining 

Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:30-7:45 p.m. 
CBS from New York 

This sustainer, filling in during 
the Campbell Soup “Club 15” 
hiatus, is in the nature of a radio 
comeback for Jerry Wayne, who 
has been around the networks for 
some years on  variouse major 
shows. And the opening program 
was a pleasant 15-minuter that 
made no pretensions of being any- 
thing more than just a straight 
musical interlude paced nicely by 
Wayne’s own baritone and includ- 
ing also Alvy West’s seven-piece 
band and Lisa Kirk as the show’s 
opening guest. 

Waynfe, whose recording of ‘You 
Can’t Be True, Dear” (with Ken 
Griffin) on the Rondo label is 
more responsible than any ‘other 
single factor in pushing him to the 
fore once again, has a nice bari- 
tone that he projects easily. His 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Talent Wakes to Witch-Hunts 


Several movements are afoot in Manhattan to vitalize old organi- 
zations in Opposition to censorship on radio and in other media. The 
American Civil Liberties Union has been much concerned at the 
witch-hunt menace and its probable spread. All media are seen 
as potential victims of intimidation from the small town-anti-intel- 
lectual-and-race-prejudiced groups who seem to unite in instinc- 
tive dislike for writers, artists, actors and others connected with 
the creation and dissemination of ideas. 

So far not much progress is reported, although a number of 
newspaper splashes have been achieved by various committees 
linked to such sources as the Authors’ League, the Civil Liberties 
Union, and its affiliate, National Committee for Freedom from 
Censorship, of which Elmer Rice is Chairman. 








Crosby's Tape Success Seen Spurring 
Networks to More Recorded Shows 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Up in smoke with Bing Crosby’s 
summer hiatus, which started last 
week, goes the last remaining ar- 
gument of NBC and CBS that tran- 
scribed shows aren't acceptable to 
listeners. Aside from copping hon- 
ors with a 14.6 in the last Hooper- 
ating—two points higher than his 
nearest competitor — mechanical 
perfection of the Groaner’s tape- 
recorded shows has disproved net- 
work arguments that transcriptions 
aren't as good as live shows. 

Tape has in the past year com- 
pletely altered not only the opera- 
tion on top ABC shows but has 
changed the thinking of the entire 
industry regarding recorded pro- 
grams. When the Crosby show 
first went on ABC two years ago, it 
was strictly a transcription job of 
editing and re-editing, and re-dub- 
bing and re-editing, often requir- 
ing as many as four days after a 
show was originally cut on platters 
before it was whipped into broad- 
casting shape. 

Then tape was used. At first it 
was transferred to platters for 
broadcast because equipment had 
not been perfected for broadcast- 
ing directly from tape. This meth- 
od was still better than the previ- 
ous year’s because there was only 
one transfer instead of six or 
seven, with consequent loss of 
quality in each step. 

Two Hours for Editing 


Time necessary for editing the 
show to its final broadcast form 
was reduced to a mere three or 
four hours when tape was first 
used last fall, following a summer 
of intensive experimenting by both 
ABC and the Crosby office. Con- 
tinuity editors, operating in the 
same manner as film editors, have 
now reached the point where they 
can wrap up. the show in two 
hours. ia y 

Program edited on the original 
tape is now being aired. It retains 
the original broadcast quality. It 
#s so good that in a recent demon- 
stration for engineers from South- 
ern California stations a live pro- 
gram was recorded simultaneously 
on tape, and the experts weren’t 
able to tell which was tape and 
which was live as the control-booth 
engineer switched from live pick- 
up to tape pickup. 

Since Crosby went, recorded two 
other shows have followed him 
net-wise—Groucho Marx and the 
Abbott & Costello layout. A 
number of others that did live re- 
peats two years ago are now re- 
corded repeats. It is expected 
there’ll be more top shows on the 
e.t. gravy train in the fall as a re- 


sult. 


WGN’S ‘NEWSREEL’ SLUFF 
Chicago, June 8. 
Mutual’s sustaining _“Newsreel 
is being heard in Chi via the indie, 
WAIT, following failure to clear 
time over the regular net outlet, 
WGN. ; 
Latter broadcast the series for 
several weeks after the teeoff 
earlier this year, but then rele- 
gated it to the FM arm, WGNB. 








Ellington on Celanese 
Ellington Co., which has had the 
publication end of the account, is 
now handling Celanese Corp.'s 
budget. 
ra ssor tee time being this involves 
the continuance of a spot cam- 


paign. 


+ 








Light Co. Fades Carle 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Electric Light and Power pulls 
the plug on Frankie Carle July 11. 
Sunday afternoon slot that Carle 
took over from Phil Spitalny May 
9 goes sponsorless through to fall. 

Helen Hayes comes on for the 
utilities company with her Elec- 
tric Theatre on Oct. 3. 


‘Ma Sluff Cues 
(BS-Hooper Tiff 
On ‘Projectables 


CBS is giving serious thought to 
moving in on C. H. Hooper’s wide 
circularizing of his latest research 
development, projectable ratings, 
with a counteracting job of its own. 
The indications are that it will be 
an analysis directed at picking the 
alleged loopholes in Hooper’s 
method of mixing Hoopercity 
phonecalls and diary reports from 
listeners outside these precincts 
to arrive at what he terms a “U.S. 
Hooperating.” 

A sidelight of the findings which 
has caused much eyebrow lifting 
within CBS research and _ sales 
circles concerns the “‘Ma Perkins” 
programs. The CBS broadcast of 
the serial has topped the daytime 
Hooperatings for a long time. That 
same CBS origination is not even 
included in the first 10 of the initial 
release of Hooper’s crossection of 
ali U.S. homes. It does show up 
as first still in the 36-city ratings 
and the Hooper measurement of 
towns of over 50,000 population. 

Hooper this week is mailing out 
1,200 copies of his projectable 
study to agencies. 








Convention Coverage’ 
In Italian Set by WOV 


As ‘Mass Civics Course’ 


WOV, N.Y. bilingual station, has 
come up with a novel plan for cov- 
erage of the Republican and Dem- 


ocratic conventions in Philadelphia. | 


Coverage will be in the Italian 
language (marking the first time 
that a national convention has been 
directly covered by a radio station 
in any language but English). 

But of more significance, WOV 
has blueprinted the project as a 
“mass civics course” for the Italian- 
American population served by the 
station. Initial broadcast will be 
Monday, June 21, the opening day 
of the GOP powwow, with the sta- 
tion using WHAT, Philly, facilities 
for the relay. There will be regular 
evening programs, plus special day- 
time features. WOV crew will be 
headed by Tom Morgan, and in- 
clude Lisa Sergio, who will do the 
actual broadcasting in Italian, and 
George Padovani, chief of WOV’s 
Italian news desk. 





AFRA Renews With WEVD 

The American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists has renewed its con- 
tract with WEVD, New York, ef- 
fective May 19. 


WAP AN AM FOR TY 








FCG FROWNS ON 
PERMIT HAWKING 


Washington, June 8. 

Standard broadeasters are now 
willing to sacrifice their AM inter- 
ests in return for even a fighting 
chance to get in the television pic- 
ture. The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission is currently 
wrestling with the tough problem 
of preventing hawking of video 
permits and licenses. 


The Commission is well aware 
that mere possession of a TV per- 
mit is now worth its weight in 
uranium and has the effect of 
boosting prices of accompanying 
AM properties to the level of the 
stratospheric sales tickets stati¢ns 
commanded during the war. Some 
FCC’ers are posing the $64 ques- 
tion: “Will the Commission seek to 
fix price ceilings on TV franchises, 
particularly on permits where no 
actional video construction has be- 
gun?” FCC considered but never 
followed through on a similar pro- 
posal covering AM sales in the war 
years. 

And since most of the industry 
is still on the outside looking in on 
television, there’s plenty of pres- 
sure being exerted to have FCC 
throw open all video permits on 
which no construction has taken 
place and to forbid transfer of the 
type FCC is approving for over- 
ambitious AM and FM operators 
who are bailing out of radio by 
selling their permits at figures 
representing “organizational ex- 
penses” only. In tele, it appears, 
majority of the industry is ready to 
concede the spectrum belongs to 
the public and, short of plant in- 
vestments, should not be bought 
and sold. 

While some of the AM-FM neo- 
phytes are dispesing of their paper 
permits at an actual loss, Commis- 
sion is aware the pattern will be 
reversed in tele and is anxious to 
fix policy to prevent hawking of 
these franchises. 

Warner-Thackrey Dilemma 


Insistent romancing of the film 
companies with tele permittees— 
particularly Warner Bros.’ deal to 
take over Dorothy Thackrey’s 


NBC Fri. Facelift 
Runs Into Snags 


Apparently NBC isn’t finding the 
going so easy in trying to give a 
comedy facelift to its Friday night 
roster next fall. As blueprinted, 
the plan was to move the Pabst 
Eddie Cantor show from Thursday 
night into the 8:30 Friday niche, 
preceding the Red Skelton Show, 
which Procter & Gamble has 
bought. 

However, it’s reported that Can- 
tor and his sponsor aren’t enthusi- 
astic about the 8:30 period, pre- 
ferring to follow Skelton rather 
than precede him. 

With the likelihood of the Cities 
Service 8 o'clock Friday show 
moving over to ABC in the fall and 
with 9 to 10 Friday night also 
opening up, it’s likely that the 
whole roster will get a new shuffle 
in a bid to please all the clients. 
It’s considered a certainty that 
Ford will get the nod for a favor- 
able 60-minute stretch for a switch- 
over of “Ford Theatre” from its 
current Sunday afternoon time. 


LACHARIAS’ ‘MISSION’ 
SET TO PREEM ON WOR 


WOR, N. Y. has booked a new 
half-hour show of a semi-docu- 
mentary character, based on offi- 
cial records of Admiral Ellis Zach- 
arias and his intelligence activities. 

Show will be called “Secret 
Mission” and is being slotted in 
the half-hour segment currently 
eccupied by “The Shadow.” It 
preems on June 27. Roger Bower 











will 


Clear Summer Decks for Giveaways; 
Some Stars Jittery About the Fall 





Deep Freeze 

Radio director of a New 
York ad agency was listening 
to an aircheck of a giveaway 
show now on one of the net- 
works with a view of recom- 
mending it for a client when 
it occurred to him to add up 
the time devoted on the pro- 
gram to crediting the give- 
away products. 

He discovered that, accord- 
ing to the time allotted com- 
mercials in a half-hour net- 
work program under the new 
NAB code, the time consumed 
by these giveaway credits was 
30 seconds over the code’s lim- 
it. In other words, the client 
supporting the program would 
be frozen out of his own com- 
mercials. 








Carlin Due For 
‘Surprise’ Party 
On His 25th Anni 


A coast-to-coast “surprise” birth- 
day party celebrating the 25th anni 
in radio for Phillips Carlin, Mu- 
tual vice-prexy over programs, is 
being cooked up for Nov. 23, the 
date he joined WEAF, now WNBC, 
as announcer in 1923. Idea was 
sparked by a group of radio stars, 
led by Dinah Shore, who were 
built into topliners under Carlin’s 
tutelage during his reign as pro- 
gram chief at NBC and MBS for 
about 20 years. 

While plans for the occasion are 
still in the nebulous stage, Mutual 
execs are nursing a notion-to stage 
a special program on Nov. 23 with 
coast-to-coast pickups of greetings 
to Carlin from various cities. Be- 
sides Miss Shore, other name per- 
formers whom Carlin either start- 
ed or helped to develop include the 
late Tom Breneman, Arthur God- 
frey, Harry James, Johnny Olsen, 
Dick Himber, Gertrude Berg, 
Henry J. Taylor, the Three Suns, 
Phil Lord and several others. 

At Mutual, Carlin is credited 
with initiating the current give- 
away craze with “Queen fer a Day” 
and mapping the formats on “Meet 
the Press” and “Leave It to the 
Girls.” Odd facet of Carlin’s ca- 
reer, uncovered in NBC’s archives, 
is that he invented the net’s sta- 
tion-break chimes. 


° ? 

‘Nicer’ Emcees Wanted 
Soaps, Crime Airers Slip 
St. Louis, June 8. 

Soap operas and crime stories 
finished behind musical and educa- 
tional programs in a recent poll 
conducted by the Melville High 
School Y-Teen Club in St. Louis 
County. Even Frank Sinatra fail- 
ed to pick up a first place in the 
voting. One of the femmes did 
give the crooner the second spot 
in her voting. 

After an intensive study of the 
programs on the air locally the 
students defined as educational 
programs those about science, his- 
tory, music and art and those that 
describe the lives of great persons. 

The fave music programs were 
listed in this sequence: disk jocks, 
semi-classical programs, sympho- 
nies and the Metropolitan Opera. 
Drama sand educational programs 
were given as the second favorite 
type of entertainment. 

The elimination of serials and 
mysteries “that are too serious for 
the up and coming generation” was 
recommended and the suggestion 
“that something — anything — be 
done about those childish between- 
program commercials.” Also that 
emcees try to be a “little nicer 








and a little iess impudent.” 


* Growing still bigger with each 


passing week, the giveaway bug is 
now casting a long shadow over the 
fall programming scene. 


Dominating question before the 
trade is how will the top name pro- 
grams fare rating-wise when they 
return to the airlines after their 
vacations? During the summer 
months, the raft of giveaway shows 
that hit the air during the last 
couple of months will continue 
without opposition from the just- 
plan - entertainment programs. 
New listening habits will be 
formed in this period and there’s 
a widespread fear that the high- 
priced talent shows may not be 
able to recoup their following next 
fall. 

The giveaway airers have al- 
ready given substantial proof of 
their ability to cut deeply into the 
ratings of the opposition ranks. 
Such program kingpins as Fred 
Allen and Edgar Bergen have been 
taken down several notches by the 
growing appetite for radio’s show- 
er of gold. If the giveaway shows 
blossomed in face of the Hooper 
gods, then, it’s figured, they will 
zoom during the summer along a 
cleared program highway. 

There’s a feeling of hope that by 
fall the giveaway Frankenstein will 
have died either from boredom or 
exhaustion. In that case, the big 
name shows will be welcomed like 
a fresh breeze on the arid airlanes. 
The giveaway craze can’t last for- 
ever, some network execs declare, 
but others frankly admit they can’t 
foresee the end. 

Analysts of the giveaway shows 
predict their demise only when the 
amount of the prizes begin to hit 
a plateau. Once the jackpot stops 
increasing, the excitement will be 


|over and dialers will revert back to 


normal. “Giveaway shows have 
turned the whole industry into a 
gigantic “Double or Nothing,” one 
exec said, “and we have to keep 
doubling the ante to Keep ile fis- 
teners coming. But how long can 
we keep doubling?” 


Radio-Less Virgin Is. 
May Get Ist Station 
If FCC Okays New Bid 


ashington, June 8. 
The radio-iess Virgin Islands 
may have its. first local station if 
the Federal ons Com- 
mission ckays an application filed 
by consulting engineer William N. 
Greer. 

Greer, who is in Puerto Rico 
radic, urged amendment of FCC’s 
rules so that he could personally 
build a pint-sized 50-watt fulltime 
station at Charlotte Amalie, St. 
Thomas. The Islands now receive 
only Spanish-language airers from 
two Puerto Ricen stations. 

By building the station himself, 
Greer hopes to get it on the air 
for under $4,000. He would move 
to the Virgins and, FCC willing, 
personally supervise work of third 
class radio operators in running 
the station.. By selling the natives ' 
radio sets at cost, he expects to 
get by with an estimated yearly - 
revenue of $21,370. Class A time 
would be solid fer $10 an hour, with 
a half-minute spot during the same 
hours going for 50c. Greer said 
he has asked CBS for permission 
to rebroadcast its shows by tran- 
scription but has not yet gotten 
an answer from the web. Islands 
have a population around 11,000. 

Only hitch in Greer’s plans is 
fact that FCC’s present rules re- 
quire power of at least 250-watts, 
with 100-watts minimum permis- 
sible in unusual circumstances. 











PLATEX CHECK SPOTS 
_Platex, femme garments, is re- 
vising its spot announcement sta- 
tion list but with an expansion of 
markets. 





Foote, Cone & Belding is 
agency. 
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Strotz Feels Full AM-TV Duping NS.G. 
Sees No National Network Till 1953 


NBC television may in for 
several major programming policy 
changes following the appointment 
of veepee Sidney N. Strotz as the 
web’s tele topper following the re- 
cent resignation of exec veepee 
Frank E. Mullen. Already re- 
ported to be planning the in- 
corporation of certain filmmaking 
techniques into TV _ production, 
Strotz last week broke away from 
one of Mullen’s pet programming 
ideas when he declared that dupli- 
cation of AM shows into tele 
would be good for “only certain 
types’ of programs. 


Mullen had been one of the first | 


video officials to see the possibility 
of an AM-TV “sister act,’”’ predict- 
ing that duplication would eventu- 
ally lead to the expected merger 
of the two media. Strotz, in his 
first press interview since he re- 
cent appointment, saw vaiue in 
duplicating certain AM audience 
participation shows. He declared 
NBC would pitch to both talent 
and sponsors for the right to dupli- 
cate some of the web’s top radio 
comedy shows in the fail, but 
voiced the fear that, after the first 
four or five weeks of watching such 
shows on TV, the novelty might 
wear off for video viewers. He 
implied, consequently, that full 
duplication might be n.s.g. 

In another break from Mullen, 
Strotz pushed back three years the 
estimated completion of the coast- 
to-coast coaxial cable link, predict- 
ing there would be no nationwide 
network until at least 1953. Be- 
cause of the long crosscountry 
hauls west of Texas on the cable’s 
route, which will have no stations 
until at least 1953 to pick up net- 
work shows, he advised the estab- 
lishment first of regional nets, 
which could be linked some time 
later into a nationwide web. 


‘Terrific Investment’ in Tele 


NBC stations now under con- 
struction in Cleveland, Chicago 
and Hollywood will be on the air 
by mid-October, which will give 
the web its full complement of five 
owned-and-operated outlets, Strotz 
declared. He played down the pos- 
sibility of NBC’s opposing the 
FCC’s ruling against any single 
outfit possessing more than five 
o.&o. stations, citing the “terrific 
investment” necessary to operate 
in TV. It costs the web over $300,- 
000 yearly merely for personnel 
for its N. Y. outlet, which means 
the five stations will have a salary 
cost of $1,500,000—and that’s be- 
fore production even gets under 
way. 

Pending completion of the coast- 
to-coast co-ax link, NBC will serv- 
ice its non-interconnected affiliates 
with shows transeribed via the 
web’s kinescope recorder, as well 
as with other films. Web hopes to 


_establish a full-scale film distribu- 


tion system to service both af- 
filiates and indie outlets with re- 
corded shows and pix made espe- 
cially for TV by Jerry Fairbanks 
and other indie producers. Stortz 
declared that NBC has been ap- 

roached by practically ‘“every- 

ody in Hollywood” with offers to 
make films especially for tele, but 
declared it’s impossible to talk 
business until the film producers 
cut their costs. 

As for the recorder, he declared 
that NBC could transcribe a half- 
hour show at a total cost of $180 
for the negative and $60 for each 
print. Figure is about one-fourth 
of that charged by Paramount, 
which until now had offered the 
lowest-priced transcription service. 


MUTUAL’S ‘GIRLS’ TO 
BE SPONSORED ON TV 


Hollywood, June 8. 

“Leave It to the Girls” will be 
televised starting July 1, with 
Mutual filming the airshow.’ It'll 
be sponsored on the Jon Lee TV 
skein by the same company that 
will bankroll the radio version. 
Sponsor deal is expected to be 
inked within two weeks. Net has 
been building the star-heavy stanza 
for dual sponsorship for the past 
several months. 

Show stars Constance Bennett, 
Sylvia Sidney, Binnie Barnes, 
Robin Chandler and Mike Franko- 
vich. Martha Roundtree package 
will be shot on a once-weekly basis 
at Mutual’s new Vine Street stu- 
dio, with John Wright, who directs 

air -show, *!so directing the 
video layout. 











Go West, TV 


Hollywood, June 8. 

,In the first concrete evi- 
dence that. Hollywood might 
soon replace N. Y. as the tele- 
vision programming centre, 
NBC has assigned Ed Sobol, 
one of its top N. Y. producers, 
to head up production here. 
Now a staff producer at WNBT, 
the web’s key N. Y. flagship 
station, Sobol will come out in 
September, about a month be- 
fore NBC’s KNBH takes the 
air. 

He’s expected to form the 
nucleus of the web’s Coast 
programming department 
which it hopes will take the 
TV lead here. With the wealth 
of talent available on the 
Coast, plus other factors, it is 
believed that other webs will 
follow the NBC example in 
order to be all ready for the 
mass westward trek as soon as 
the coast-to-coast coaxial cable 
is opened. 


Non-GI's Into 
Wing's TV Lab 











American Theatre Wing, for the 
first time in its history, will throw | 
its doors open to non-Gl’s when | 


the new ATW television laboratory | 


tees off July 5. Move is part of a | 
special concession granted to the 
Radio Writers Guild and Radio 
Directors Guild, pointing up their 
rapidly-mounting interest in video. 

According to Wing director Win- 
ston O’Keefe, the experimental 
lab will give members of unions 
and guilds a chance to work to- 


gether in all major component 
parts of tele—acting, writing and 
directing. Directors and writers 
are to be divided into two produc- 
ing units, each responsible for 
two complete shows on alternate 
weeks. All studio jobs are to 
rotate so that students can get a 
thorough backgrounding in _ all 
phases of tele. Actors are re- 
cruited from the Wing’s talent 
pool. 

For the new lab course, which 
runs July 5 to Sept. 10, major 
stress will be laid on directing and 
writing. Writers, limited to eight 
for each 10-week course, are to 
write original scripts, with criti- 
cisms from tele industry officials 
scheduled to follow each show. 
NBC writer-director Fred Coe has 
already agreed to head the discus- 
sions on writing. All shows will 
be produced on a closed circuit 
over W2XJT, Bill Still’s experi- 
mental video station in Jamaica, 
L.. -I; 

Fees for the non-GI’s taking the 
course include $85 for writers and 
$125 for directors, which repre- 
sent only the actual lab costs. With 
the directors’ guild currently pro- 
viding a tele seminar at its regu- 
lar meetings, the writers will be 
urged to enroll in the Wing’s semi- 
nar course for an intro to the non- 
technical phases of the medium. 

According to O’Keefe, the move 
to take in non-Gl’s for the first 
time represents a step further 
towards making the Wing school,a 
professional training program on 
and “adult educational level.” 
Among the top writers already en- 
rolled are Phila Higley, Pete Lyons 
and Howard Rodman, while the list 
of directors includes Basil Lough- 
rane, Perry Lafferty, Al Ward and 
Wylie Adams. Byron McKinney is 
the Wing’s tele supervisor. 


‘World’s Letters’ Mapped 


New television series based on 
dramatizations of Simon & Schu- 
ster’s “World’s Great Letters” is 
being worked out by the recently- 
formed Padula Productions. Book 
has been on the bestseller lists for 
several months and has been se- 
lected as a Book-of-the-Month 
club dividend. 


Padula is headed up by Edward 
Padula and Thelma A. Prescott, 
both of whom worked as produ- 
cers-directors on the first NBC tel- 








evision shows before the war. 
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Y&R Integrates Tele 
Dept. Into Radio Setup 


In an administrative realign- 
ment, the video department of 
Young & Rubicam has lost its 
identity as such and is now part 
of the radio-television department 
under Sylvester J. (Pat) Weaver, 
v.p. and director of radio, and his 
lieutenants, Everard Meade dnd 
Joseph A. Moran. 

Under the new setup William 
Forbes is no longer director of 
television, but now a member of 
the radio-tele department. 


MBS Shelves TV 
Web Despite Fear 
of Affiliate Loss 


Pians for a Mutuai Broadcast- 
ing System video network were 
shelved once again at the net- 
works board of directors conclave 
in San Francisco two weeks ago. 
Brushing off talks of a national 
television hookup as impractical, 
at least for the next three or four 
years, MBS directors decided in 
favor of developing their video 
plans on a local and regional basis. 

As one Mutual exec phrased it, 





the directors “prefer losing their | 


money in television in their own 
way without the superimposition 
of national network costs on local 
expenditures.” Check of each of 
Mutual’s stockholders reveals that, 
with the exception of Detroit, the 


; key AM outlets are hip-deep in 
Mutual’s De-| 


the video current. 
troit station, CKLW, is _ being 
stymied by a jurisdictionai dispute 
with the Canadian government on 


+ video frequencies. 


Mutual’s board has no fear that 
the net will lose out in the com- 
petitive scramble for markets be- 
cause of a failure to form a na- 
tional video web. This viewpoint 
is conditioned by a belief that no 
other network, despite all talk, is 
in position to project full-time 
video operations in the near future 
due to lack of telephone lines. 
Secondly, MBS is protected in the 
12 key markets by the stockholder 
TV stations which, at some date in 
the indefinite future, are likely to 
combine on a basis similar to their 
AM operations. 

Danger is recognized, however, 
that many of the MBS affiliates 
may link up with other TV nets if 
no national blueprint is forth- 
coming. To date, 30 MBS outlets 
are in one stage or another of 
video operations. MBS execs an- 
ticipate that many of these stations 
will have dual affiliations for video 
until the national network picture 
clears up. 


Bell Winds First 2 


Hollywood, June 8. 

Bell - International Pictures 
wound up first two 16m ‘“Retribu- 
tion” films for television after nine 
days of shooting, at an estimated 
cost of $11,000. B-I, headed by Jack 
Gilson, used 18 studio sets and 
spent one day on location for the 
two 20 minute pics. 

Credits list Gilson as production 
supervisor; Leonard Lawrence, ex- 
ecutive producer; Walter Kohner, 
producer and Joe May, director. 
Cast includes Robert Dane, Marta 
Mitrovitch, Marjorie Woodworth, 
Helen Stanley and John Lawrence. 
Series was written by Dwight 
Howser. 
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‘Video Town, U.S.A.’ 


The first detailed study of 
television’s impact upon a 
typical U. S. community has 
been completed by the re- 
search department of Newell- 


Emmett ad agency. Called 
“video town,” anonymous 
locality in the New York 


metropolitan area was used as 
framework ‘for the = study 
which will be used to gauge 
video’s commercial efficacy. 
Results of the survey will be 
~unveiled today (Wed.) by 
George F. Foley, Jr., tele- 
vision director of the agency. 

Agency plans to repeat the 
survey in the same town at 
regular intervals to graph the 
influence of the TV medium. 
Points covered by the survey 
include video's effect upon 
radio listening, theatregoing 
and general entertainment 
habits of set owners. 





WE, THE PEOPLE 
With Dwight Weist, 


emcee; Mrs. 
Spencer Tracy, King Cole Trio, 
Fred Allen, Maury Dreicer, Eden 
Ahbez, Martha Greenhouse, Joe 
Waring, Oscar Bradley orch; Dan 
Seymour, announcer 

Producer: Rodney Erickson 

Director: Ace Ochs 

30 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m, 

GULF 

CBS-TV, from New York. 

(Young & Rubicam). 

The major networks — notably 

NBC and CBS—have made much 

of the fact that the duplication of 

standard broadcasting shows 

television will play an important 

role in the future TV programming 

| pattern. CBS last week scored a 

\“first”? in premiering the simul- 








sponsored “We, the People” show. 
If the video program that attended 
| the occasion is the ultimate answer 
ito “duplication” on television, the 
| boys had better get busy right now 
| devising new formulas and tech- 


niques for integrating AM shows | 


into the TV medium. 

| What the tele viewers saw last 
| week was precisely the same pro- 
igram the studios audiences have 
' been witnessing for years, for it 
|'was nothing more or less than 
| taking the cameras into the Em- 
ipire theatre on Broadway and 
training them on the “We, the 
People” characters 
last week’s radio program. All re- 
mained intact, as it has for years 
—announcers, cue throwers, signal 
for studio applause, and non-pros 
wrestling with their scripts. 

In terms of depicting for home 
viewers how a radio show is run 
off, it could probably be classed as 
a success. But to call it a television 
|show is a complete misnomer. 
With the single exception of a 
visual commercial midway in the 
program, no attempt was made at 
all to give the radio show a much 
needed TV Look. 

If anything, it pointed up one 


go. Particularly in a show of this 


cameras unseasoned non-pros who, 
at best, tend to bog down the pro- 
ceedings through the dull recital 
of their scripted lines. As such 
the show cried out for a spon- 
taneity that was forthcoming on 
but two occasions—when Fred 
Allen took over the spotlight and 
when the King Cole Trio relaxed 
into their “Nature Boy” routine. 
(Allen, for one, demonstrated he 
could be a natural for tele, for he 
parlayed more showmanship in his 
few briew moments, 


dys 
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~ Television Reviews 


on | 


taneous broadcasting (on a regular | 
basis) of the Tuesday night Gulf- | 


lined up for | 


using the | 
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: 


| script merely as a take-it-or-leave- 


\it prop, than the rest of the stanza 
combined.) 

For the TV preem, “We, the 
| People” showcased a variety of per- 
| sonalities. In’ addition to Allen 
|and the King Cole Trio, (with Nat 
|Cole also doing some lines), there 
; were Eden Ahbez, composer of 
| “Nature Boy;” Mrs. Spencer Tracy, 
| who described the work she is do- 
ing on behalf of deaf children: 
“Evil-Eye Ben Finkle,” ‘who can 
hex ball teams, champs, etc., Maury 
Dreicer, billed as a gourmet in a 
search for “‘the perfect steak,” and 
a couple of thesps from the 
Theatre Adventures “Covered 
Wagon” group, Martha Greenhouse 
and Joe Waring, who made a 
couple of good foils for Allen. 

The only “compromise”  at- 
tempted was in trying to subrosa 
ithe script reading, with the cam- 
eras purposely trained on the backs 
of the seated participants or on 
longrange views. An attempt was 
made to “pictorialize’” the Dreicer 
sequence, with a platter steak 
brought on, but here again the 
necessity of keeping eyes glued to 
a script resulted in a sorry fumble. 

The bearded Eden Ahbez sup- 
‘plied the show with its “freakish” 
element (he memorized his lines, 
working without a script) but even 
here the desired spontaneity and 
lift was lacking. 

Prior to the regular program, a 
10-minute ceremony was televised, 
| with Frank Stanton, CBS prexy; 
Sigurd Larmon, prez of Young & 
| Rubicam (which handles the Gulf 
| account), and Clement M. Gile, ad- 
|sales veepee of Gulf, establishing 
|their “first” in the “duplication” 
\of “People” on TV. Rose. 








| ALAN DALE SHOW 
| With Alan Dale, Janie Ford; Morey 


| Amsterdam, guest 


| Producers: George Sheck and Lou 
| Dahlman 
| Director: Jim Caddigan 


| Writer: Sandy Howard 
thing—that scripts eventually must | Tech. director: Frank Bunetta 


| 15 Mins.; Tues., 7 p.m. 


type that brings to the mike and | Sustaining 


| WABD—DUMONT, N. Y. 


| Here’s a show that could be built 
,up into 15 minutes of solid enter- 


| tainment with a better writing job 
| backgrounding it. Stanza has 


| plenty of good musie and youth 
|in the voices and personalities of 
|Alan Dale and Janie Ford, plus 


comedy from a weekly guestar. 
| Entire program lacks the requisite 
| sparkle and verve for such musical 
offerings, however, because the 


| performers, without a good script 


(Continued on page 34) 





SEVERAL TV HEARINGS 
POSTPONED BY FCC 


Washington, June 8. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission yesterday (7) post- 
poned indefinitely a number of 
consolidated TV hearings throus’- 
out the country. The delay is due 
to the Washington hearings, which 
open next Monday (14) to decide 
whether to lower television chan- 
nels from 13 to 12 and to real- 
locate them. 

The Commission will not hold 
hearings in Miami June 24: Dal- 
las, June 27; Charlotte, June 30; 
Kansas City, July 5; Fall River 
and Nev Bedford, June 21; At- 
lanta, June 28; and St. Louis, 
July 12. 


Fashions’ to Go on With 
Different Bankrolling 


“Telévision Fashions on Pa- 
rade,” half-hour show now aired 
Friday nights over the DuMont 
web, will continue. through the 
summer but with a different bank- 
rolling setup. Instead of a single 
retail sfore acting as “program 
host” for the series, it’s to go 
cooperative with segments avail- 
able to any fashion designer or 
manufacturer. 

Because of the “host” idea, sev- 
eral potential sponsors couldn’t 
buy into the show because their 
merchandise was not sold at the 
particular store. Already lined up 
for forthcoming shows are Mar- 
vella Pearls, Samuel Chapman 
Dresses, J. & J. Chambart Dresses 
and David Crystal Sportswear, 


OLDS DROPS TV NEWS 


Oldsmobile has dropped its Sun- 
day-night news review from NBC’s 
te m+ eri is looking around 

‘or some & as a replacemen 
the medium. . tex 

The reel is a 10-minuter. 











All-Out Sports Pitch 
In TV Newspaper Copy 
 Trking Ad Agencies 


Ad agencies whu are directly in- 
terested in sports programs are 
looking askance at the pitch being 
used by some of the video receiver 
manufacturers in newspaper copy. 
These agencies, recalling John 
Ringling North’s blowup over a re- 
ceiver ad by Macy's department 
store involving the Ringling Bygs.- 
Barnum & Bailey circus, think the 
manufacturers can impede video 
seriously by continuing to high- 
light the sales angle of “attending 
sports events with all the comforts 
of home.” 

This approach is described by 
the perturbed agency men as un- 
necessary for the spurring of set 
sales and obviously a slovenly sub- 
stitute for adroit copywriting. They 
point out that the manufacturers 
have a greater stake than any other 
interest in audience-building pro- 
gramming and it’s up to them to 
avoid anything that might incur 
the disfavor of contributing pro- 
gram sources. 

The Macy ad had underscored 
the comfort angle and Ringling an- 
nounced that the circus ‘never 
again would permit video to pick 
up a full performance, even though 
the season’s stand at Madison 
Square Garden had broken the at- 
traction’s N. Y. boxoffice records. 


TV Razor Reels Cut 


Chicago, June 8. 

Six film commercials to be used 
by Gillette Razor on the June 23 
telecast of the Louis-Walcott fight 
are being rushed to completion 
here by Television Advertising 
Productions. Order was inked Fri- 
day (4) through Maxon, Inc. 

Bob Stanton, who'll give the 
video blow-by-blow, planed in 
yesterday (7) for his role in the 
razor reels. , 








—_ 


Wednesday, June 9, 1948 





TELEVISION 











AGCYS WANT 


Industry-Wide Group to Huddle 
On Improved Programming Setups 





7 HIKE ON 





TV BL 








FEAR MOVE. MAY 
SCARE CLIENTS 





Television programming, gen- + 

erally conceded to be one of the | K 1 - 

weakest phases of the industry | e ycasting 

despite its importance, may finally | _ Philadelphia, June 8 

receive that much-needed hypo. Chick Kelly, WCAU-TV 

In an effort to analyze and solve flack, has come up with a new 

the curreat programming prob- headache for the semanticists. 

lems, an industry-wide committee Henceforth the WCAU-TV 
publicity department will re- 


has been formed among all pres- | 
ently-operating N. Y. stations. | 
After intense investigation of the | 
problems, the committee is to pre- | 
sent its findings to the industry 
with a recommendation that they | 
be accepted. 

Committee, conceived by Paul 
Belanger, program manager of 
WATV (Newark) is believed to 
represent the first cooperative ven- 
ture of any part of show biz to | 
better its ultimate presentation to 
the consumer. Each member has | 
been se’ected on the basis of his | 
length of experience and progres- 
sive attitude towards vitleo. They 
hope to seek and apply new pro- 
gramming methods in their own 
production work and thus to guide 
the future development of the me- 
dium as far as possible. 


| 


fer to joint AM and TV pro- 
gram as “simuleasts.” The 
verb tra’ sitive will be “simul- 
cast.” 

Other expressions stray too 
wide of the general meaning 
and Kelly feels that “simul- 
cast” has it all over “simul-. 
taneous broadcast.” 


ABC Sets Rates 








For 10-Station 
Television Web 





Committee represents each phase 
of programming. 
Belanger, who'll speak for ballet 
and musical shows, it comprises 


Fred Coe, one of the top producers 


of dramatic shows for NBC; Philip 
Goetz, of the CBS-TV studio en- 
gineering department; Jim Mc- 
Naughton, ABC-TV’s national art 
director; Don Hallmann, former 
CBS-TV studio manager, and now 
remote director for WATV; Paul 
Eshleman, 
Mont veepee Leonard Cramer, 
who'll represent the manufactur- 
ers, and Rudy Bretz, assistant 
news and special events chief for 
WPIX. 

First meet is to be held in early 
July, with confabs scheduled twice 
a month throughout the summer. 
Committee expects to invite top 
network and agency officials to ad- 
dress the group and kick around 
programming ideas. Exhaustive 
minutes are to be taken at each 
meeting, which will eventually 
serve as the basis of a _ printed 
text for consultation by all pro- 
grammers. 

Committee also hopes to get the 
consumer’s viewpoint by inviting 
a tele critic from one of the N. Y. 
daily newspapers. 


Hub's WBZ-TV 
All Set To Go 


Boston, June 8. 
After many postponements, due 
to rough weather conditions, WBZ- 
TV officially hits the air tomor- 





row (Wed.). 


For the past several weeks, 
WBZ-TV has been sending out test 
patterns, with reception being re- 
ported in Concord, N. H.; Hartford 


and Bourne on Cape Cod, while | 


some downtown Hub locations have 
had trouble picking up patterns. 
This is a little puzzling as Boston 
1s not noted for its tall buildings. 

Dedication ceremonies will be 
attended by many prominent re- 
ligious, government and Westing- 
house officials with Mayor James 
Curley officially welcoming Video 
to Boston. . 

First telecast will undoubtedly 
have many “lookers” with all 
Sheraton Hotel cocktail lounges 
equipped and majority of bars and 
taverns all set to go. Another in- 


_ dication of interest is the fact that 


70% of the scheduled programs 
are already commercially spon- 
sored. 

In addition to local sport and 
newscasts, WBZ-TV will carry NBC 
network shows. 





DEEP FREEZE ‘PEEK’ 
Deep Freeze division of Motor 
Products Corp. inked for 20-minute 
jon a WBKB, — 
0, Mondays, beginning June 14. 
Agency is Leo Burnett, Inc. 


In addition to | 


exec assistant to Du- | 


Advertisers have been given 
| their first gander at a television 
network rate card as ABC un- 
veiled a time card schedule for its 
| projected 10-station video web. 
|Basi¢ hour charge, before dis- 
|counts and special charges, is set 
| at $3,850 for an all-station evening 
| hookup with rates running up to 
|'40% lower for afternoon and late 
evening times. 

After all 10 stations begin opera- 
' tions around Jan. 1, 1949, only the 


| New York, Philadelphia and Wash- | 


| ington outlets will be connected by 
| coaxial cable or radio relay. Asa 
result, advertisers ordering the 
complete web will have to arrange 
for airing their programs on the 
'other stations via films. Special 
‘charges will be fixed for the use 
| of films at each station. 

A special discount for TV net- 

(Continued on page 37) 


Philly’s Fox to Show 
Louis - Walcott Pix 
To Invited Audience 


Philadelphia, June 8. 

The Fox theatre will show the 
‘Louis-Waleott fight pix June 21. 
‘The performance will mark the first 
‘direct screening of fight films to 
‘be shown in a major house. The 
previous Paramount (N.Y.) tele- 
‘show was. made from a filming of 
the actual telecast. 

| The equipment to be used is 
‘experimental and has been devel- 
‘oped by RCA-Victor working in 
‘conjunction with 20th, which has 
‘an exclusive tieup on RCA’s large 
‘screen equipment and _ processes. 
The films will be shown on a screen 
(15 by 20 feet. Eventually there 
will be an 18 by 24 foot screen, 
but no tube is available for the 
jlarger size screen. 

No tickets will be sold for the 
_performance and the theatre will 
‘shutter to the public that night, 
‘except for a special invitation audi- 
“ence invited to the tele-screening. 


WOR BUYS N.J. SITE TO 
BEAT SERIES DEADLINE 


Racing to beat the baseball 
World Series deadline in early fall, 
/ WOR. N.Y.. has obtained a televi- 
‘sion transmitter site in North Ber- 
gen, N.J., directly across the Hud- 
son from Manhattan. Construction 
|is going ahead with okays from the 
| Civil Aeronautics Authority and 
‘the FCC. Price for the site, which 
| will also house WOR’s FM station, 
was $30,000. 

WOR is anxious to cash in on the 
Mutual network’s rights for TV 
and AM world series coverage for 
a big pushoff to its video opera- 
‘tions. Mutual has “first refusal” 
lrights for the series until 1951. 
Last year, video coverage of the 
series was pooled among NBC, CBS 
and DuMont. 














Major advertising agencies, gen- 
lerally expected to be among the 
| chief beneficiaries of the expand- 
jing television business, may para- 
'doxically throw one of the largest 
stumbling blocks into video’s path. 
Unwilling to string along with tele 
juntil it can start earning them a 
|profit, the agencies are reported 
|cooking up a plan to up the com- 
‘mission on any TV account from 
‘the standard 15% to 20-25%. 

| If the plan, which would be 
‘formulated on an_ industry-wide 
‘basis, goes through, the increased 
agency costs would be passed on 
to the sponsor. With tele already 
‘figuring to be one of the most 
| costly advertising media yet de- 
'vised, it is believed the agencies’ 
|move may frighten many potential 
itele bankroHers away from the me- 
dium before they even get started. 
| Programming, consequently, would 
‘be held to a standstill, which in 
turn would undoubtedly cut the 
sale of sets tremendously. 

Top agency execs claim they’re 
forced to up their commissions, 
since any tele work they do today 
invariably leaves them with a dol- 
lars-and-cents loss. Many of them 
have assigned their top-salaried 
production men to work in TV and, 
‘because of the long rehearsal time 
‘required for practically any tele 
‘show, these producers have no 
‘chance to do anything else. Where 
the agencies were able to operate 
profitably at a straight 15% in 
press, radio and magazines, con- 
sequently, it’s impossible to do so 
in TV. 

Tele officials, on the other hand, 
label the agencies’ thinking as 
extremely short-sighted. They point 
‘out that nobody is making any 
money in tele at this stage of its 
development but they’re all will- 
‘ing to string along with the 
medium until it begins paying off. 
Since the agencies have so much 
ito benefit from TV in the future, 
|they believe, any retrenchment at 
ithis time would represent just the 
“penny wise-pound foolish” idea. 

If the agencies decide to go 
| through with their plan, it is be- 
‘lieved they would work it through 
‘the American Assn.°of Advertising 
| Agencies, since none of them 
‘could risk taking the _— step 
|single-handedly. Despite persistent 
/rumors in the trade that such a 
| plan was in the works, 4A’s prexy 
| Fred Gamble declared that, “to my 
‘knowledge, no organized opinion 
‘regarding increased commissions 
‘on television has been expressed at 
this time.’ He refused to say, how- 
‘ever, whether any of the agencies 
have approached the 4A’s regard- 
ing the idea. 


Pulse Survey Shows TV Outnumbers 
Radio 33 to 1 on Baseball Audience 





Minors Ask Protection 


Minor league baseball teams, 
confronted with the threat of 
big league game telecasts cut- 
ting into their gate receipts, 
have appealed to the major 
league prexies for protection. 
Besides the minor leaguers in 
Newark and Jersey City suffer- 
ing because they’re within 
video range of the N.Y. broad- 
casters, it’s also believed that 
projected coast-to-coast airings 
of major league games from 
N.Y. would seriously hurt the 
smaller leagues on the Coast. 

Following an appeal from 
National Assn. prez George M. 
Trautman, meet has been 
called for July 11 in St. Louis 
where the TV committees of 
the big leagues and Trautman’s 
group will kick around the idea 
of protection. According to 
Sporting News, baseball trade 
paper;.this meet will be fol- 
lowed by a joint session the 
following day where specific 
regulations will be laid down. 











20th-Fox Files 
For Station In 
Seattle, Its 3d 


Washington, June 8. 

20th-Fox filed for a third tele- 
vision station yesterday (7) with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. The firm, listed as 20th- 
Century-Fox of Washington, Inc., 
asked for a commercial station on 
channel 11, at Seattle. They have 
two more applications in the 
works, which will be filed shortly. 

20th has_ previously applied 


for Boston and Frisco. Boston peti-. 


tion pointed out that a change 
from 13 to 12 channels will de- 
prive Massachusetts of channels. 
Massachusetts will be the only 
state suffering under the new pro- 
posal, all the others gaining chan- 
nels. Hearings on their San Fran- 
cisco application will be held June 
22. in Washington. 

W. Harry Johnson as Mid-South 
“elevision Broadcasting Co., ap- 
plied for a station at Jackson, 
Miss., on channel 7, and stated he 
was filing simultaneously for tele 
stations at Memphis, Oklahoma 
City, Little Rock, and Shreveport, 


(Continued on page 38) 





By JACK HELLMAN 


San Francisco, June 8. 

It’s shuffle off to Washington 
for the five applicants dueling for 
‘the two available television chan- 
‘nels in the Frisco area. Concluding 
'10 days of preliminary testimony 
‘here last Thursday (3), the more 
important phases of the FCC hear- 
‘ing into the fitness and fiscal ca- 
pacity of the contending quintet 
have been docketed for June 21 to 
25. Cross-examining of the main 
witnesses is expected to turn up 
the data which will go a long way 











Pix-Video 

Because of the growing in- 
terlocking relationship be- 
tween Pictures and Television, 
attention is called to the 
special Films-TV- page in this 
issue on page 7. 

Other TV stories will be 
spotlighted in various sections 
as they occui, such as the Re- 
spublican and Democratic con- 
ventions coverage story on 
page 1. 








Wash. Hearings Hold Fate of Five 
Applicants for 2 Frisco Tele Bands 


toward influencing the FCC’s de- 
termination on the two grants. 
Close observers and seasoned 
counsel at these hearings are at 
variance on their opinions which 
way the grants will blow but some 
fairly plausible guesses would put 
CBS’ plea well out in front, with 
the other band pretty much a toss- 
up between the Oakland indie, 
KROW, and the rest of the field. 
Latter has a decided edge, being 
the lone local entry with home- 
owned, operated and staffed outfit. 
If it can raise the coin necessary 
to construction, operation and first 
year’s losses in keeping with FCC 
minimum requirements its chances 
are far better than Paramount, 
20th-Fox or Edwin Pauley’s Tele- 
vision California, say the experts. 
Paramount's case was weakened 
by the absence of its main witness, 
Paul Raibourn, prexy, who was 
“detained” in Washington, and the 
long session on the witness stand 
by Klaus Landsberg, who was qual- 
ified as expert on engineering, pro- 
gramming and other segments of 
the operation. Harried by Judge 


(Continued on page 38) 





* Answer to whether television is 


cutting into the gate receipts of 
big league baseball games may be 
still too early to determine, but 
it’s definitely taking a hefty chunk 
out of the ragio audience for the 
same games. 

In a survey taken for VARIETY 
by Pulse, Inc., it’s revealed that 
the TV audience outnumbered the 
radio audience by almost 33-1 
when the same games were aired 
simultaneously on both media. In 
homes possessing both radio and 
video sets, the telecasts achieved 
a 23.8 rating on four games aired 
competitively, whereas the rhdio 
rating in those homes was only .7. 
In radio homes alone, the AM 
broadcasts chalked up a 3.7 rating. 

Results are believed to offer 
conclusive proof that the | indie 
radio stations in the N. Y. metro- 
politan area specializing in sports 
are in for considerable trouble 
when TV achieves wider circula- 
tion. Trade observers point out 
that sponsors will obviously pull 
out of radio broadeasting to so 
small an audience, when they can 
reach a much wider number “of 
listeners by bankrolling telecasts. 
It has already been estimated, in 
fact, that at least 10 of the 30 AM 
stations now feeding signals into 
Greater N. Y. may buckle under 
within the next 10 years. Fact that 
the radio audience in homes with 
radio sets only is comparatively 
small would tend further to bear 
out this assumption. 

To obtain its results, Pulse 
scanned 11 games aired on either 
AM or TV, four of which were 
aired competitively. Highest rating 
achieved by radio was a 5.0 for a 
N. Y. Yankees-Boston Red Sox 
game on a Sunday afternoon, 
which was not telecast. Lowest 
TV rating, on the other hand, was 
a 7.5 racked up for a Yankees-St. 
Louis Browns game on a Tuesday 
afternoon, the radio version of 
which was 3.5 in homes without 
TV sets. 

Five games were aired on radio 


(Continued on page 37) 


WABD's Summer 
50% Markdown 


DuMont’s. New York ou 
WABD, is offering it& Pras oe 
batch of sustainers at a 50% mark- 
down for the summer months. The 
top management, reacting to a 
plaint of its salesmen that these 
show are priced too high, espe- 
cially for hot-spell sponsorship, 
has advised agencies and prospec- 
tive clients that these programs— 
all live and studio produced—ean 
be had on the basis of the sponsor 
and WABD splitting the cost be- 
tween them. 

_Such deals would become effec- 
tive immediately and extend to 
Sept. 4. The reduction would not 
apply to anything but the program, 
with the client paying the card 
rate on rehearsal time and facili- 
ties. However, the bargain buyer 
would be protected on a rate rise 
should he elect to continue on with 
the show in the fall, picking up, 
of course, the full program tab at 
that time. 

If these marked down sustaining 
shows fail to sell dufing the sum- 
mer it is the intention of DuMont 
to replace them with another batch 
in the fall. 


BARRY INTO TELE WITH 
‘TWO MEN AND A GIRL’ 


Jack Barry, owner and emcee of 
the lucrative “Juvenile Jury” show 
on Mutual, is going into the tele- 
vision package business, too. His 
initialer is a show tabbed “Two 
Men and a Girl,” featuring Beverly 
Paterno, nitery singer, with Barry 
and Dan McCullough, WOR pro- 
ducer and announcer, as the end, 
men. 

Plan is to emanate the show 
from a N.Y. night club. 
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CARL JAMPEL 


FOREST HILLS, N. Y. 


June 9, 1948 


Dear Tom McCray 
Dick McDonagh 
Ken MacGregor 
Bob Adams 
Jim McEdwards 
John Goldwater 
Louis Silberkleit 
Bernard L. Smith 
Hal Rorke 
Andy Hewitt 
Reed Johnston 
Maury Holland 
Howard Martin 
Bill Fisher _ 
Bob Hastings 
Harlan Stone 
Alice Yourman 
Arthur Kohl 
Gloria Mann 
Rosemary Rice 
Bob Sherry 
Doc Dickson 
Aggie Horine 
George Wright, 


and whoever it is in 
j mimeo that rushes 
those late scripts 
through; 


A million thanks to you on 
this third anniversary of 
“Archie Andrews” for the 
three happiest years of 
scripting I've ever had. 


It is only our sensational 
family spirit that has en- 
abled us to bust all records 
for that Saturday morning 











spot on NBC, put us among 
the top three Saturday day- 
time shows, gave us our 
7.5 peak, brings in those 
2,000 letters a week, keeps 
our audiences rocking and 
rolling, and keeps Swift & 
Company picking up those 
options. 


I certainly couldn't have 
done my job without your 


Sincerely, 
CARL JAMPEL. 








Channel Demands 


Washington, June 8. 

Television’s most heated battle 
to date is shaping up for the Fed- 
eral Communications Commis- 
sion’s scheduled June 29 hearing 
| on a new allocation of video chan- 
| nels. 

(Hearings were originally sched- 
uled for Monday (14) but the FCC 
‘decided to postpone them until 
June 29 because of the tremendous 
;amount of material pouring in 
from interested parties throughout 
the courtry. Original deadline of 
May 28 for filing material, mean- 





while, has been postponed to June | 


18. This, however, includes only 
additions to present proposals. No 
‘mew proposals are to be accepted.) 
Latest squawk came from War- 
ners Pictures, which has filed for 
ehannel 13 in Chicago. Uiuder the 
proposed reallocations, Chi would 
‘lose that channel. WB, however, 
_has protested, claiming that Chi is 
|}an important enough market area 
‘te possess the maximum of seven 
stations, instead of the six it would 
| have under the reallocation plan. 
Recent mail has inciuded the 
following demands from tele con- 
| tenders. Mercer Broadcasting Co. 
objected to Newark winning a tele 
| channel at the expense of Trenton, 
| which lost channel 1. Jersey has 
/only two video slots, while N. Y. 
| has 29 and Penns;livania 24. Mer- 
|cer said it plans to apply in Tren- 
| ton along with M. 
| Massachusetts Broadcasting Co., 
| Boston, a tele contender, com- 
plained bitterly of the inadequacy 
| of the four channels provided the 
Hub City. Maumee Valley Broad- 
'easting Co. of Toledo protested 
FCC’s channel allocation there and 

| failure to earmark a slot for Steu- 

benville, O. 


‘SCREEN TEST’ PAYS OFF 
WITH FILM CONTRACT 


In the first payoff to talent ap- 
pearing on ABC  television’s 
“Hollywood Screen Test” show, 
Rita Colton, model and ex-Copa- 
cabana (N. Y.) dancer, has been 
signed to a screen contract by Hal 
Wallis Productions on the basis of 
| her work on the show May 30. 

Tyro actress Olive Stacey, mean- 
while, who played the ingenue lead 
in the Theatre Guild's presentation 
of “Our town” over the NBC web 
Sunday (6) night, was offered a 
screen test by 20th-Fox on the basis 
of her performance. She had never 
had more than a bit. part on 
Broadway previously. 

“Test” packaged by indie pro- 
ducer Lester Lewis, spotlights two 
tyro actors weekly in short dra- 
matic skits, in which they appear 
opposite established film or legit 
thesps. Miss Colton acted in a 
short skit opposite Dean Jagger. 
Show originates in the studios of 
WFIL-TV (ABC, Philadelphia) and 
is aired on the ABC video web 
Sunday nights from 6:30 to 7 p.m. 


McBride’s TV Pact 


Mary Margaret McBride has 
been signed by the Newell-Emmett 
agency for a weekly 50-minute tele- 
vision series on WNBT, New York, 
starting in September. She'll get 
$2,500 per show, and the agency is 
obligated to get five sponsors, sub- 
‘ject to her acceptance. It will be 
an evening show. 

Femme gabber’s regular noon- 
time radio series for multiple spon- 
sorship continues across the board 
on WNBC, New York. 











GF Spreads on WNBT 


General Feods has expanded its 
obligation on WNBT, N. Y., Thurs- 
day nights to a full hour. Start- 
ing July 7 the hour following “The 
Author Meets the Critic” (8-8:30) 
will be occupied by another GF 
stanza, “Try and Do It.” 

. Young & Rubicam will be the 
agency on “Try.” 


CAHAN’S WFIL-TV SPOT 

: Philadelphia, June 8. 
George M. Cahan, former mem- 
ber of WFIL’s production staff 
and master of ceremonies on sev- 
eral of WFIL-TV’s audience par- 








Spell Fireworks 


For Scheduled FCC’s June 29 Hearing 





YOU CAN NOW PLACE 
BETS AT FIRESIDE 


N. Y. racetrack fans will soon be 
able to watch the horses daily. 


WATV, Bremer Broadcasting’s out- 
let in Newark, N. J., has signed to 


mouth Park (N. J.) track daily, 
starting with the season's opener 


June 21. Horace Wade, of the 
track’s jockey club, will call the 
| races. 


CBS television, meanwhile, will 
air the Belmont Stakes exclusively 
on AM and TV from Belmont Park 
Saturday (12) under sponsorship of 
Gillette Safety Razor. Clem Mc- 
Carthy is to call the turf classic 
for radio, with Bryan Field hand- 
ling the tele commentary. 


Zale-Graziano Airing 
In Last-Minute Hassle 
Over Newspapér Ad Mess 


Tony Zale squares off against 
Rocky Graziano for the world’s 
middleweight title in Newark’s 
Ruppert Stadium tonight (Wed.) 
but as of late as last night (Tues.) 
the possibility that the fight would 
be covered by television looked ex- 
tremely remote. 


Conflicting reports on the fight’s 
TV coverage continued to be heard 
until late last night. According to 
Ben Bodne, prez of the Tourna- 
ment of Champions, syndicate 
which is promoting the bout, “there 
will be no television even if all 
seats are sold.’’ DuMont television 
officials, however, claimed they had 
a signed contract giving them per- 
mission to televise the event, but 
only in case of a sellout. Because 
of the “no television” ads carried 
in most of the N. Y. daily news- 
papers last week, DuMont was 
doubtful that it would cover the 
fight even if granted permission. 

DuMont reportedly inked the 
contract with the syndicate two 
weeks ago. Ballantine’s Brewery 
bought sponsorship rights for $30,- 
000, taking radio rights in order to 
get the TV bankrolling privilege. 
Following appearance of the con- 
tradictory ads, however, Ballan- 
tine’s bowed out of the video cover- 
age, believing that the ads would 
cut too deeply into the potential 
audience. Syndicate then offered 
to give DuMont the fight gratis, but 
again, only ‘in case of a sellout at 
the stadium. 

According to DuMont, the syndi- 
cate was warned not to take the 
ads. Web now believes that if it 
covers the fight, it will be taking a 
part in misrepresentation to the 
public. Decision on whether to tele- 
vise the bout, consequently, will 
probably not be made until the last 
moment. Bodne, meanwhile, re- 
ported ticket sales going “very 
well” and predicted a sellout. 


WPIX SETS WEEKLY 
SERIES ON RELIGION 


In the first attempt of any N. Y. 
television outlet to air a weekly 
religious program, WPIX, the N. Y. 
Daily News’ forthcoming station, 
will launch such a series June 20, 
five days after it takes the air. 
Half-hour show titled “Television 
Chapel,” it will be broadcast each 
Sunday from 5 to 5:30 p.m. 

In line with announcement of 
the show, it’s recalled that Daily 
News’ prez, F. M. Flynn, charged 
the industry several months ago 
with failing to perform an ade- 
quate public service by neglecting 
religious programs. In a speech 
before the American Television 
Society, Flynn promised at the 
time that WPIX would come up 
with such a series as soon as it 
took to the air. 


First three programs are to pre- 
sent Protestant, Catholic and Jew- 
ish clergymen, giving brief visual 
explanations of various rites. Se- 
ries, intended as a continuing pub- 
lie service, is to be produced in 








. [cooperation with the Federal Coun- 


cil of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica, the National Council of Cath- 
olic Men, and the American Jew- 
ish Committee. 








air the feature race at the Mon- | 


| 








Doffing the Hat 


CBS television last week 
came up with one of the first 
instances on record of one web 
plugging a competing web’s 
property. It was Kyle Mac- 
Donnell; star of NBC tele’s 
sustaining “For Your Pleas- 
ure,” who guested on the 
simultaneous AM-TV airing of 
“We, the People” last night 
(Tues.) over CBS. 

In daily press releases pre- 
ceding the show, CBS haiied 
Miss MacDonnell as a “new 
television star” and a “tele- 
vision ingenue.” Web even 
coined a new word for her, 
labeling her a “televisionary.” 


Michigan U. Producing 
Series in Cooperation 
With WWJ-TV, Detroit 


Ann Arbor, June 8. 
Michigan Univ. speech depart- 
ment has started production of a 
television series in cooperation 


with WWJ-TV, Detroit. Two shows 
have been presented, with a third 
slated for July 24. The -collegians 
supply scripts, actors and off- 
caméra direction, with the station 
handling the studio rehearsal and 
telecast. 

Opening show, May 16, was “Mr. 
Plummerton.Finds the Truth,” a 
farce by Robert~Hauke, and the 
second, done May 30, was “Blood 
on the Land,” a drama by Vance 
Simonds and Pat Merritt. The 
July 24 stanza will remote from 
the Michigan campus. 

Garnet Garrison, former NBC 
producer who heads radio at the 
college, arranged the series with 
Mel Wissman, WWJ-TV program 
director. Tom Riley is directing 
the shows for the station. Dr. 
Hugh Norton directed the first for 
the college and Garrison handled 
the second and will do the third. 


KENTON BOWL CONCERT 
TO BE AIRED BY KTSL 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Stan Kenton makes his tele- 
vision debut over Don Lee’s KTSL 
June 12 when his concert at the 
Hollywood Bowl will be telecast. 


Don Lee made a direct pitch to 
Kenton to telecast concert with no 
cost to the maestro and a guar- 
antee that the televising would in 
no way interfere with presentation 
at the Bowl, after Kenton had 
fluffed KTLA which approached 
him indirectly and on the basis of 
a 50-50 split for cost of videocast. 


Kenton, it’s known, has a soft 
spot for the Mutual network which 
broadcast his band as a sustainer 
for years before the orch leader hit 
the top. Don Lee may again air 
Kenton on sustaining time in July. 


Chick Chandler Emcees 
One Reel Telequiz Film 


Hollywood, June 8. 

“I. Q. U.,” first of a series of 
video quiz shows on film, went 
before the cameras at Motion Pic- 
ture Center Studio Monday (7). 
Century Television, headed by 
Allen Miner, is producing the 20- 
minute layouts. One-reelers will 
be sold to tele stations and spon- 
sors at the rate of one a week 
starting July 1. Chie Chandler, 
Screen Actors Guild card holder, 
emcees the shorts. 


Format consists of Chandler 
quizzing tele viewers on various’ 
subjects, with production numbers 
filling in the waits while set-siders 
guess the answers. Sample of 
radio’s quiz deal as adapted to tele 
is a filmed camera stroll’ down 
Hollywood Boulevard, accompanied 
by hints from Chandler about 
landmarks along “one of America’s 
best-known thoroughfares.” Sta- 
tions will be able to offer prizes 


for first calls received from view- 
ers. 


> . 

Small Fry’ Baits Sponsor 
! ont network’s “Small Fr 
Club” picked up its first on i 
this week when General Foods pact- 
ed to bankroll! the show on Thurs- 
days only over WABD, N. Y/’ Con- 
— gee te. weeks, tees off 
» pla ng Post ; 

Benton & Bowles is the at. 
Show has been on the air since 

















March, 1947, and is now broadcast 
across the boards. Bob 
duces. Emery pro- 


Russ Johnston 
In Switch to NBC 


Russ Johnston, radio veepee of 
the McCann-Erickson ad agency, 
moves over to NBC television July 
1 to head up the newly-formed 
NBC tele feature service. He’s to 
direct the distribution and sale of 
all film features to NBC affiliates, 
as well as the sale of live sustain- 
ing shows that are not handled by 
NBC’s national sales department. 

Johnston’s move is looked on in 
the trade as the first important 
step by NBC to set up a nation- 
wide film distrib service, something 
which has been _ periodically 
alluded to by various NBC video 
officials. Establishment of the TV 
feature service is believed to point 
up the probability that the major 
tele webs pian to depend mainly 
on films for their networking ac- 
tivities, at least for the next five- 
10 years. 


Johnston’s first duties will be to 
serve as liaison between NBC and 
the Jerry Fairbanks organization. 
now producing special TV pix for 
the web. He’ll eventually handle 
the sale of all NBC sustaining 
shows to affiliate stations, includ- 
ing those fed via coaxial cable, 
microwave relay or kinescope _re- 
cordings. Under present arrange- 
ments, all NBC commercial shows 
are handled by the web’s national 
sales department, but any sustainer 
is available for sponsorship locally. 


COAST BANK BUYING 
CARTOONS FOR TELE 


Hollywood, June 8. 
Foote, Cone & Belding is pack- 
aging a series of two-and-one-half 
minute cartoons for the Security 
First National bank to be tele- 
vised over KTLA. 


; Cartoons deal with the commer- 
cial department of the bank and 
are being made up in a humorous 
vein in an effort to humanize the 
bank in the eyes of the public. 

Reels, being made by Ray Pattin, 
are the first bank commercials in 





|this territory. 





Femme Sought for GM 
‘Crocker’ Lead on Film 


Dancer - Fitzgerald-Sample is 
holding auditions for a woman to 
take over the “Betty Crocker” per- 
sonality in the tele version of this 
General Mills standby which the 
agency is auditioning on film. It’s 
to be a 20-minute evening program. 


The spot will likely be Sunday 
8 p.m. on WCBS-TV, New York. 
NBC’s key outlet won’t take it be- 
cause the period has been desig- 
nated for a video network show 
exclusively. CBS hasn’t that com- 
punction because it won't have the 
coaxial cable at that hour. 


The audition film when com- 
pleted will be relayed to General 
Mills’ headquarters in Minneapolis 
and if show is accepted the film 
will probably do service as the 
first program of the series. Other- 
wise it is to be live. Indications 
are that Wyn Elliott will do the 
vis-a-vis to “Crocker.” 
remand 
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Before You Set 
Your Radio Schedule 
for 1948-49 
find out about 
the new concept 
. in Network Service 
to the Advertiser 





Booklet on the press 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Joe Rines named director of radio and tele of the Sherman & Mar- . 
quette agency, succeeding Robert Weenolsen... N. Y. Sun starts a 
weekly tele column June 17 by Dan Anderson .. Mark Woods sold his 
Short Hills (N.J.) home and took a Park avenue apartment to have 
more time for ABC prexying .. 
week’s three stanzas of the new ABC series, “The Sea Hound,” which 
will have a staggered schedule of thrice and twice weekly airings al- | 
ternate weeks... John Tillman narrating 26 recorded tolerance shows | 
for Institute for Democratic Education, with Harold Franklin produc- 
ing. ..Lillian Schoen, “Grand Slam” scripter, has unshuttered her | 
Bucks county farm ...Tom Taggart, former scripter of “Tennessee 
Jed.” “Dr. Christian,” “Crime Photog.” etc., has put together a tele 
ser'es which Blanche Gaines f peddling Joseph Field, assistant | 
press rep of the Compton agency, planed to Hollywood to plot fall radio 
publicity. Due back in 10 days . John McCaffrey’s cross-board | 
WNBC “Room 416” show introduced a new feature last week, a “Second 
Nighter” series devoted to criticisms of Broadway legiters by second- 
night audiences, usually answering comments of critics in the dailies. 
First one, wire-recorded in lobby, followed the “Sleepy Hollow” open- 

Script agent Ronald Dawson, continuing his acting by taking on a 
running part last week in “Front Page Farrell,” marks his 2lst year 
in radio next Friday (10). .Stanley Halpern shifted from transporta- 
tion department to radio-tele at the William Morris agency... .Florence 
Schwartz has exited Laurence Hammond’s production office. Future 
plans indefinite ...Composer Curtis Biever and his wife, ABC staff 
violinist Hinda Barnett, back from Canadian motor trip... .Florence 
Warner, formerly with CBS and the Biow agency, has recovered from 
extended illness and is assistant radio director of the Republican na- 
tional committee.... Henry M. Neeley and Helen Shields joined the 
cast of “Lorenzo Jones,” James Goss into the cast of “David Harum” and 
Curtis Arnall, Alice Youngman and Jay Meredith with “Lora Lawton” 
_...Perey Goff, 17, Bovina (Miss.) high school stude, won the $1,000 
“Keeping Up With the Wiggleworths” scholarship contest for his let- 
ter on “How I Earned My First Dollar” George H. Clautice has 
been appointed account exec with Sindlinger research... . Lyricist 
Hazel Boyd went to the Coast this week. 

Joe Louis guesting on Lionel Hampton’s Mutual show June 12 from 


1 Panel To Meet On 
Chi WAIT Snar | 
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ACCLAIM | 


Pompton Lakes, N. J..... Bill Shirer taking off for six weeks’ vacation 
June 27....Bob Considine will cover the Olympic games for ABC and 
International News Service in July while Bill Henry and Arthur Mann 
will handle Mutual's coverage. ...John Sylvester set for lead on ABC's 
“Suspicion” stanza Sunday (15). .. Jack Tyler, CBS production staffer, 
added to the faculty of NYU’s Summer Radio Workshop in place of 
Ted Huston, who resigned to take over the Swift television show. ; 

Baby girl born yesterday (Tues.) in Beth Israel hosp to Rosalie Allen 
(Mrs. Malcolm McGlaffan), WOV’s Prairie disk jockey....A one-time 
half-hour sports show on ABC slotted right before the Louis-Walcott 
fight on June 23 has been picked up by Longine-Witnauer Watch Co. 
Ted Husing will emcee interviews with Grantland Rice and Frank Gra- 


‘ham. Session will also feature transcribed highlights of previous 


‘heavyweight championship bouts. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Jack Benny and crew left on Super Chief Sunday (6) night. Call 


Martin Andrews will direct the first | 


| board: June 10, Detroit’s Fox theatre: June 18, Cleveland’s Palace; 
| June 27, sail for London and the Palladium 


Ludens renewed “Strike 
It Rich” for another season on CBS, starting Aug. 29, with Frank 
Cooper package staying on as a sustainer for the summer, starting 
June 27 Moffat Beef picked up the tab on Frank Graham’s “Chuck- 


| wagon Tales” on CBS’s 2 p.m. Sunday niche starting June 20 


Melvyn Douglas narrates on NBC’s “We, the Living” on behalf of 
United Jewish Appeal Thursday (10) .. Dinah Shore and George 
Montgomery cooking up a Mr. and Mrs. Tele deal to emanate from 
their Encino ranch Bob Crosby, the Andrews Sisters and Margaret 


Whiting take their “Club 15” to Camden, N. J., June 22, to entertain | 


at Campbell Soup’s convention .Ted Bliss took over supervision on 
“GE House Party” for three weeks, while Young & Rubicam’s Charlie 
Henry vacations. 

L. A. Times’ Bill Henry starts five-minute news shots on Mutual-Don 
Lee for 52 weeks starting Aug. 23, with Johns-Manville sponsoring ... 
NBC Coast listeners didn’t hear “The Life of Riley” Saturday night. 
Special broadcast of President Truman’s speech before his old outfit, 
the 35th Division, canceled the Coast repeat... Hal Peary to New 
York for stint on “We, the People’... James Hilton tees off “Hall- 
mark Playhouse” on CBS Thursday (10) with “The Devil and Daniel 
Webster”....Hollywood Star Records shopping for a half-hour audi- 
ence participation show Fran van Hardesveldt, producer of “Junior 
Miss” and “Great Gildersleeve,” to French Clinic for tonsillectomy .... 
Alene Butcher back on the job at F-C-B after six weeks in the hospital. 

Arthur Q. Bryan, ‘“‘Doc Gamble” on Fibber McGee and Molly, planed 
east for guest shots and vacation.... Vick Knight wound scripting stint 
on “Radio Comedy Writing’ for the Max Wylie college textbook, 
“Writing for Radio”... Charlie Correll’s new image, Richard, made his 
camera debut for the wire services George Marks cutting platter of 
“Discovery Ranch,” described as a “Western Major Bowes” program, 
with Jimmy Wakely as emcee Janet Waldo back on the “Ozzie and 
Harriet” show after Honolulu siesta ...Dutch Ellis of Newell-Emmett, 
N. Y., huddling with Jim Hawthorne, Pasadena platter spinner, on a 
deal for Chesterfields . Bill Larimer, former spot sales manager for 
CBS here, joined ABC’s sales staff, replacing Byron Nelson. 

Billy Wilgus back at J. Walter Thompson after lend-lease to KMGM 
for teeoff of Metro’s FM station .. Zuma Palmer of the Hollywood 
Citizen-News to Chicago and New York for three-week looksee .. Jo 
Stafford easted for month’s tour of vet hospitals, to be followed by 
stand at the Broadway Paramount starting July 15....Al Jolson, Lou 





for the Quality | Chicago, June 8. 


longstanding wage disagreement | 
between WAIT, Chi indie, and the | 


BASEBALL 
| Nati | Assn. of Broadcast En- | 
TELECASTS* | | giueers and Technicians. WAIT is 


offering $92.50 per week, retro- 
active to October, 1947, but NABET 
‘wants $105, or $22.50 above the old 
iscale. 

Dispute hinges on interpretation 
of NABET’s agreement not to es- 
tablish wage scales higher than 
those prevailing at other second- 
ary stations. WAIT argues that 
“other secondary stations” refers 
to WJJD and WIND, where mem- 
bers of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers re- 
cently repacted at $92.50. NABET 
contends that “other secondary sta- 
tions” includes WCFL where IBEW 
engineers get $105. 

WAIT argues that WCFL is an 
exception because it’s owned and 
operated by the Chicago Federa- ] 
tion of Labor (AFL). NABET in- 
sists that regardless of ownership 
WCFL is a self-supporting second- 
ary station deriving revenue from 
commercial broadcasts. 

Panel that will decide the issue 
is composed of Ralph Atlass, man- 
ager of WIND; Al Linenthal, 
NABET counsel, and a third to be 
named by the other two. 


Curtin Exit Reviving 
Yankee Belt-Pull Talk 


Portland, Me., June 8. 

Charles W. Curtin, who has man- 
aged Yankee net’s o. & 0. WMTW 
here since its inception two years 
ago, resigned Friday (4) to accept 
radio directorship of John C. Dowd 
agency, Boston. No successor has 
as yet been named. 

WMTW’s recent deep budget 
euts were taken locally as sympto- 
matic of an upcoming net-wide re- 
trenchment. This rumor was some- 
what allayed two weeks ago by 
news item out of Boston to effect 
that Yankee was only momentarily 
going into low grear to prepare it- 
self for an ambitious ascent to new 
tele and FM heights. Now Cur- 
tin’s sudden exit has ‘em wonder- 
ing again. 
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“The announcement -of téle- 
easting of all Cleveland Indians 
home games by WEWS is «4 
tremendous forward step fer 
television in Cleveland.” 


Stanley Anderson 
Radio Editor 
The Cleveland Press 


“For those not fortunate 
enough to aitend the games, I 
can say from my own observa- 





tion that WEWS brings you a 
splendid show. The station cer- 
tainly is entitled to commenda- 
tion for the technical details 
and excellence of the baseball 
telecasts in Cleveland.” 


Bill Veeck 
President 
The Cleveland Indians 





“It is significant that television 
here... is set up to give better 
coverage of the Indians’ home 
rames than is AM radio.” 

Robert S. Stephan 

Radio Editor 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer 
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*Sponsored by 
_ GENERAL ELECTRIC 


| through 
| Batten, Barton 
_  Durstine & Osborn 





THE SCRIPPS-HOWARD 
RADIO STATIONS 


® WEWS = Television — WEWS-FM, 
Cleveland Ohio 


@ WCPO, Cincinnati, Ohio (Now 
buiiding Television) : 


® WNOX, Knoxville, Tenn. 















Represented by 
The Branham Co. 





TORME AUDITION DISK 
Hollywood, June 8. 

John Brown and Ben Pierson 
sliced a half-hour audition show 
starring Mel Torme last week. Sup- 
port included Brown, Janet Waldo 
and Sidney Miller. 

Stempel-Olenick Agency is ped- 
dling the package. 





Bring, Cal Kuhl, Manny Manheim, Charlie Isaacs, Martin Fried and 


| . Three-man arbitration panel Ken Carpenter back after a month on the road with Kraft Music Hall 
or ‘meets here this week to settle | 


Corny and Gail Jackson east to line up Elgin’s Thanksgiving and 
Christmas shows with JWT’s Henry Stanton...Kenneth Kaylor and 
Robert Stone added to KTSL’s tele technical staff, with Don Hine 
named assistant program coordinator ...Walter Bunker of Y&R to 
New York Saturday (12) for tele brushup; he’ll be joined later in the 
summer by Tony Stanford of “Duffy’s Tavern” and Sam Fuller of the 
Danny Thomas show. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


_Bob Elson subbing for Ernie Simon while the WJJD disk jock gives 
his vocal chords a three-week rest . . . WLS National Barn Dance 
originates from the Limestone Centennial at Bedford, Ind., June 19 
oe Sheriff Elmer Walsh so impressed by WMAQ’s use of a helicopter 
in controlling Chi’s holiday traffic that he plans to ask for Cook 
County funds to develop air-to-ground traffic regulation .. . Jack 
Sexton, WBBM production director, rehearsing “Jeeter’s” lines for the 
Shady Lane Players’ production of “Tobacco Road” at Marengo, IIl. 
Aug. 11-15 . . . ABC flackers moaning low because the press party 
staged for new central division chief Johh Norton and exec veepee 
Robert Kintner came off at the same time as President Truman’s 
press conference here Friday (4) . .. Commentator Alex Dreier orating 
at the North and South Dakota Banker’s convention in Minneapolis 
Saturday (12) . . . Eddie Hubbard voted favorite disk jock by the 
Teen-Market Surveys section of Chi Junior Achievement .. . Mars 
rInc. (candy) renewing “Curtain Time” on NBC, effective July 3. : 
Fairfax Cone, of Foote, Cone & Belding, still reaches for a Luckie 
when he craves nicotine . . . WBBM salesman Stan Levey hooked 
a 35-pound muskie at Lake Vieux de Desert, Wis., last week .. . Ed 
Humphreys teed off a new series of dramatic narrations on WJJD 
Monday (7)... “Breakfast Club” broadcast on June 22 comes from 
the Winnetka, Ill., home of Don MeNeill, who marks his 15th anni as 
emcee of the show the following day . . . Canadian Ace Brewing has 
put its label on the recorded “Easy Aces” over WIND. Beer maker 
also is sponsoring Lou Zonka’s platter sessions on WFMF. Zonka, who 
is hospitalized because of injuries in World War II, transcribes his 
disk show at Hines Veterans Hospital . . . Ben Gershman, of the 
Ozzie and Harriet” script staff, back in town hand shaking old chums 
. . - Registration for the NBC-Northwestern University Summer Radio 
Institute will be held June 25 at Evanston, Ill. . . . Martha King 
former Miss Queen of Ridgewood (Queens, N. Y.), is set for solo 
trilling on Mutual’s “Career Performance” Saturday (12) . . . Don 
Quinn, scripter of Fibber & Molly, here while his wife undergoes 
an operation . .. The Fair Store inked for WMAQ’s five-a-week “News 
on the Spot.” . . . Chic Showerman, veepee in charge of NBC’s central 


division, and Jules Herbuveaux, the division’s hor 
for video huddles. on’s tele chief, in New York 


BALDERSON UPPED TO | WAAB-AFRA in Pact 
POST OF PHILCO PREXY Boston, June 8 





ee ee | 


New contract signed by the 
Phildelphia, June 8. |A4™erican Federation of Radio 


Artists with WAAB, Worcester 
contains a provision that the sta- 
tion will negotiate an agreement 
covering tele and FM if and when 
it starts operation in those fields. 

The renewal calls for staff in- 
creases for the. staff. Robert 
Segal handled it for AFRA. 


Koteen Exits FCC Berth 
. be a June 8. 
erna oteen has resigned as 
chief of the FCC law department 
broadcast review section to join 
the Washington radio law firm of 
Cohen & Marks. Koteen goes over 
to the law office Monday (14), 
Parker Hancock succeeds. 


William Balderson, exec veepee 
of Philco Corp., was upped to 
prexy post at the board directors’ 
meeting Thursday (3). He suc- 
ceeds John Ballantyne, who was 
named chairman of the board after 
Larry E. Gubb declined reelection 
because of illness. Gubb will con- 
tinue as a member of the directors’ 
board. 

James H. Carmine, vice-prexy 
over distribution, was appointed to 


the finance committee to handle 
the company’s plans for expanding 
its facilities. 











Moving Day 
In Atlanta 


Atlanta, June 8. 

Sept. 26 will be moving day for 
two networks, Columbia and Mu- 
tual, in Atlanta. On that date CBS 
will switch from WGST, Georgia 
Tech station, to WAGA, Fort In- 
dustry Co. outlet here, while MBS 
will switch from WATL, owned by 
Woodruff interests, to WAGA. CBS 
contract with WGST _ expires 
Sept. 25. 
| Although Mytual contract with 
|WATL expires June 17 that sta- 
ition will continue to carry some 
|MBS programs on what station offi- 
leials described as a “month-to- 
|month” basis until the time that 
ithe web switches to WGST. After 
ithat WATL will be netless. — 
Affiliation with CBS in the fall . 
|will end a 10-month period of op- 
eration as an independent for 
WAGA. Station gave up its ABC 
tieup at expiration of contract Dec. 
15, 1947, and it was grabbed up by 
WCON, Atlanta. Constitution’s new 
station. WAGA had signed with 
CBS, but WGST sought recourse in 
the courts and a compromise re- 
sulted in the Georgia Tech station 
holding the net for one more year. 


Hub Femme B’casters 
Ask End of AWB Setup, 
Favor NAB Instead 


Boston, June 8. 

Third 2nnual conference of Assn. 
of Women Broadcasters, New Eng- 
land district, called for the end 
of the national setup of the AWB 
in favor of district jurisdiction 
under the NAB. 

Radio gals want a director of 
women’s activities, which they 
have now, as part of NAB, but 
want to do away with national of- 
fices, officers and the red tape this 
structure involves. Works out, 
they say, that the national of- 
ficers, especially if they represent 
small indie stations, have to foot 
own bills to conventions, - confer- 
ences, district meetings, etc., and 
that this puts a needless load on 
them. 

Resolution to the board of di- 
rectors of the AWB was only biz 
transacted at the conference, held 
in the liub. Sixty-five out of a 
possible 80 turned up for the af- 
fair. Rest of the two-day huddle 
offered various roundtables on 
such matters as women as time 
salesmen, etc., with the main talk 
given by James L. Caddigan of 
DuMont. 

Reports were offered by Fay 
Clark, WBRY, Waterbury, first 
district chairman; Agnes Gibbs, 
WCSH, Portland, secretary, and 
Dorothy Fuller, WBET, Brockton, 
treasurer. Others taking part in 
the meetings, which outlined a 
program to get several gal-less 
N. E. stations lined up with 
AWBers, were Mildred Bailey, 
WCOP; Marie Houlihan, WEEI: 
Phyllis Doherty, WNAC; Aloyse 
Parker Broeg, WEEI; Una King, 
WTIC; Mrs. Howard Wood, WJAR; 
Helen Hope, WHYN; Julie Blake, 
WMUR, and Dorothy Campbell, 
WGAN. 


WAIT 


AND INVESTIGATE 


* 
New Booklet 
gives important 
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for 
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WEE! locally-originated programs — sign-on to midnight, seven days a week — 
average a 50% larger share of audience than the local programs 
on any other Boston station ...a 144% larger share 
of audience than the average of ALL local programs 
on the other seven Boston stations combined. (Pulse, Morch-April, 1948) 
To buy one of the best local programs in Boston, 
contact Radio Sales or WEEI—Boston’s best buy. 
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‘Spanish Inquisition’ 


Continued from page 25 





for any more of the “sin and| view of the fact that Robeson had 
hypocrisy” broadcasts which had recently refused to tell a Senate 
Congress ready to blow a gasket. | Committee whether he was a Com- 
In the fiscal year ending, NBC and | munist and hence is currently on 
CBS have been handling about | the Capitol Hil! ng. list, this broad- 
10% of the State Department's | cast brought forth another round 
overseas programs and received of Congressiona) objections. 

about $760,000 apiece. It is ex-| NBC volunteered to get out of 
pected that the new contracts will | the business of programming the 
not only scale down the work Of | overseas shows and to lease the 





the webs but also their take home} State Department its three short- 
pay on the deal. wave transmitters at $1 a year. 

Lemmon Charges Monopoly Charles R. Denny, NBC veepee | 

Likely to crash through in a very and general counsel, urged that) 
substantial way for the first time |the “Voice” programs should be | 
will be Walter S. Lemmon’s World | centralized in a government con- | 
Wide Broadcasting Foundation, | trolled foundation. He asserted | 
operator of the DX WRUL. Lem-/that the divided responsibility be- | 
mon turned up at the House probe | tween the State Department and | 
last Thursday before it terminated , the webs was responsible for the} 
to charge that the State Depart- blunders which had occurred. Con- 
ment had been fostering a monop- | gress must choose between com- | 
sly by concentrating the bulk of its, pleted government or compiete | 
trade between NBC and CBS. private operation, he said. 

“I regret to say,” he commented, 
“that this monopolistic tendency in 


the awarding of program contracts Westinghouse, Philco 

has persisted, and only at a very pe . 

recent date has it been indicated | Share Identification 
Quarters in Philly 


that this monopoly situation is | 

likely to be broken up. 1 am con-} 

fident that under the able admin- | 

istration of Assistant Secretary of Philadelphia, June 8. 

State George Allen, this monopoly KYW, Westinghouse owned-and- | 
operaied NBC outlet here, and | 

WPTZ, Philco outlet here, are 

sharing the same building, and also | 











situation will be reviewed and 
remedied, so that the resources of 
our pioneering and experienced or- 
Tt te eee i Cg al was {the station and location identifica- | 
convinced it had gone too far in , 40S. wet Me | 
ordering the “Voice” money to be Announcers now say: “This is | 
spent by private broadcasters, | KYW — Your Westinghouse-Philco | 
Lemmon made the pitch that pri- Radio and Television Center.” The | 
vate operation was okay and that'|WPTZ gabbers switch it to “This | 
there Should be more of it, with is WPTZ—your  Philco-Westing- 
his company getting a larger share. | house Television and Radio Center. 
Other “Voice” developments of; WpTZ, formerly located in the 
the week: .. |Arehitects Bldg., recently moved 
Senator H. Alexander Smith jinto the KYW Bldg. at 1619 Wal- 
(R., N. J.), chairman of the Senate | nut street. So far the WPTZ crowd 
investigating committee, suspend- | is using the radio station’s Studio 
ed his hearings last Friday, after |p have converted it to video and 
issuing a statement in which he) .” 


fm cue 4.) are doing all their studio shows 
declared he was satisfied there wan ithere. Two unfinished floors in the 


no evil intent, communism or ik yw Bidg., the fifth and sixth, will 


Leaving an Opening 
Washington, June 8. 

Foreign nations, which laid 
back and warily watched the 
Congressional hullabaloo over 
the “Voice of America” broad- 

. casts during the first few days 
of the excitement, are now 
beginning to comment on the 
situation, according to foreign 
broadeasts monitored here by 
official government monitors. 

What many members of 
Congress have feared—that 
some of the weird “Voice” 
programs would be picked up 
by other nations to give an 
unbalanced picture of life in 
the U. S.—is apparently com- 
ing true. For instance. a 
Radio Moscow broadcast to 
Czechostovakia last week in- 
cluded this: 

“The true state of freedom 
in the United States can best 
be judged by recent broad- 
casts of the ‘Voice of Amer- 
ica’ On varieus American 
states. One of these broad- 
casts, for imstance, confirms 
that nowhere in the world were 
colored people suffering so 
much as in the state of Ala- 
bama. In connection with 
these broadeasts a group of 
reactionary Senators has raised 
the question of the reliability 
of NBC and has asked for a 
special investigation of this 
company. All these activities 
are mainly directed at divert- 
ing the attention of the Amer- 
ican public from important 
problems concerning Amer- 
ican tnternal life.” 


Call on Indiana Univ. 
For Radio Persennel 
Far Exceeds Supply 


Bloomington, Ind., June 8. 
Indiana Univ.’s radio depart- 
ment is doing a landoffice biz of 
job placement these days. If situa- 
tion is general throughout the 








country, as it would seem to be, | 


colleges must rapidly step up their 














to bulwark them, lack the adlib 
touch necessary to carry off the 
interlude dialog. : : 

Provision of a small, live musi- 
cal combo to back Dale in his 
songs, moreover, would lend con- 
siderable punch. On the night 
caught (25), Dale’s offerings were 
confined exclusively to his Signa- 
ture recordings, with his lips dub- 
bing the lyrics already recorded 
on wax. He handled the dubbing 
job okay but hep viewers, after 
watching similar shows done with 
live musicians on other stations, 
are going to wonder where Dale 
gets the invisible full orchestral 
background. 

One of the younger popular 
name singers, Dale impressed as a 
nice kid with a good voice. His 
manner and delivery before the 
cameras were offhanded, but with- 
out the ease given such delivery by 
more experienced performers. 
Miss Ford. on the other hand, 

















1 


Trammell Policy 


i— Continued from page 25 2 


load expensive programs for the 
cheaper packages such as “Talent 
Scouts,” and “Easy Aces.” 


Daddy of Star Builders 


Like the whilom Rudy Vallee 
show. controlled-by the same food 
i'combine, the Standard 
Sunday night slot, which until last 
season, spanned a full hour, has 
been responsible for the introduc- 
tion to radio of more stars than 
any other sponsored inning in the 
business. The Standard Brands 
exec during the aforesaid conver- 
sation pointed out the trend im- 
pressed -him as strictly a natural 
leorollary to the economic law of 
| diminishing returns; costs have ex- 
|panded, the margin of profit has 
‘diminished and business practice 
is to seek a readjustment of one 
|factor to the other. 


Although when Trammell laid 
| down NBC’s new policy last month 





Television Reviews 


Continued from page 28 


Brands, 


sabotage back of the “sin and hy- 


pocrisy” series of broadcasts. What | 


was brought out, he added, was 
that both State Department and 
NBC had failed to live up to their 


lultimately house the teleoutfit. 

The welding of the two stations 
i brought to life rumors circulated 
isix or eight months ago that the 
Westinghouse people had bought 


output of grads trained for broad- the immediate targets of the rule 
casting. were two choice spots (Sunday, 
Mushrooming growth of small | 7:30-8 p.m. and Tuesday, 10:30- 


stations has brought so many calls |11 p.m.), the trade drew the in- 
on IU for personnel that, a month | ference that all this logically would 





responsibilities in connection with 


the broadcasts into WPTZ. The rumors, however, 


At 2 ond f the House|have never been confirmed. _ 
hearings, Rep. J. Edgar Chenowith| The seven-story KYW building 
(R., Colo.), the committee chair-|WaS put up under NBC supervision 
man, read aloud a program about |in 1938 at a cost of $650,000. At 
New York in which one character |that time NBC operated and pro- 
said: “Two blocks from here lives|8rammed KYW, althought West- 
Paul Robeson, the eminent singer |inghouse owned the station. In 
in whose home the artistocrats of | 1940 Westinghouse took over com- 


talent, blood and money meet.” In | plete operation. 
At the time the structure seemed 


too large for KYW and through the 
decade the fifth and sixth floor 
have remained bare with unfin- 
ished and unplastered  walis. 
Events cf recent months, however, 
with WPTZ setting up shop in the 
building, have proved how far- 
sighted NBC was at the time of 
construction. 


HOBERG’S WESTERN SPOTS 


Milwaukee, June 8. 
Hoberg Paper Mills, maker of 
Charmin tissues, after a test on 
WTAQ, Green Bay, is placing a 
minute transcription campaign on 
11 Wisconsin and Minnesota sta- 
tions. They will run at the rate 
of seven to 15 a week. 
Cramer-Krasselt is the agency. 






































before graduation, the radio de- 
partmen* has all but run out of 
students to recommend. As a re- 
sult, Dr. H. J. Skornia, department 
head, has broadcast a request for 


graduates in other departments | 


who have radio training or ex- 
perience to consider taking jobs 
in this field. 

Three new stations have asked 
the university to furnish them 
complete staffs. Others have asked 
for prospective announcers, con- 
tinuity writers, program salesmen, 
music librarians and persons famil- 
iar with records, transcriptions, 
sheet music, musie clearance and 
program building. ; 

Employment inquiries have come 
from Ohio and Illinois as well as 
from throughout this state. 





BOSTON’S WCOP TO TRY 
BBC HIGHBROW SERIES 


Boston, June 8. 

Blocking squawks concerning the 
lowbrow quality of local radio, 
WCOP, ABC’s Boston outlet, is set- 
ting aside Monday nights for a 
serious-minded program fling. Sta- 
tion will tee off next week with 
transcriptions of-the BBC's 90- 
minute “World Theatre” program 
which will be aired in the cream 
8-9:30 p.m, time. 

BBC is currently cutting special 
promotional plugs for WCOP. 
Among the standout shows of the 
series will be Laurence Olivier’s 
air production of “Hamlet,” which 
was taken from the film sound- 
track. Two other highbrow shows 
to be featured Monday nights will 
be a United Nations roundtable 
discussion and a Lowell Institute 
forum. 

WCOP is also cooperating on a 
project, sparked by Massachusetts 
of Technology students, to bring 80 
European students to the U. S. 
Station is sponsoring the trip of 
one English student and will air 
his impressions of this ceuntry at 
the start and end of his stay. 


WOWO0 ENGINEERS TO BALLOT 


Chicago, June 8. 
Engineers at WOWO, Westing- 
house station at Ft. Wayne, will 
ballot in an NRLB election by mail 
later this month. 
Station’s 12 engineers signed 
with NABET early in April. 
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/have to apply also to super-choice 
periods wherein the incumbent 
iclient sought to substitute for its 
|big name a cheaper one or one of 
\less stel’ar import. 

This impression in many agency 
quarters became a confirmed one 
when the report got around that 
Standard Brands had approached 
NBC with a theoretical question 
involving Bergen’s services. SB 
wanted to know, according to the 
report, whether, if Bergen could 
be disposed of to another account 
for the remaining year of his 
Standard Brands contract and the 
successor sponsor was agreeable to 
accepting some other spot, would 
NBC cooperate in the transaction. 
The network’s rejoinder, the re- 
port goes, was such as to discour- 
age SB from starting anything in 
that direction. 


In This Case, Too 


In enunciating NBC’s new policy 
on the theme Trammell stated at 
the time, “If, in our opinion the 
show is suited to the time, our de- 
cision will be based on that prem- 
ise rather than give precedence to 
long-time advertisers or agencies 
with top billing.” The question 
now advanced by trade quarters 
acquainted with the Standard 
Brands situation is whether NBC 
will arbitrarily assign the period 
to the account buying Bergen or 
permit SB to hold on with another 
program. 

In this particular instance the 
network will be up against the 
most ticklish quandary of perhaps 
all time as far as client dealing is 
eancerned, since here’s a spot into 
which Standard Brands has poured 
millions of dollars and developed 
a franchise which is still of untold 
value to it as a merchandising 
channel 


Hometown Gillis Award 


Fort Worth, June 8. 

Don Gillis, NBC composer and 
production director, returned to 
his native state to receive a degree 
of doctor of music, conferred upon 
him by Texas Christian Univ. Sun- 
day (6). 

Occasion was also marked at the 
university by a concert made up 
entirely of Gillis’ works. He was 
a former instructor here at the 
school. 














seemed completely at home. An 
attractive femme whose physical 
attributes are accented by the 
camera’ and her gowns, she 

ed her single tune neatly 
and showed sufficient personality 
in the dialog bits. 

Hit of the show caught, though, 
was comedian Morey Amsterdam, 
who came on as guest in a last- 
minute bid and adlibbed his way 
through a boisterous couple of 
minutes, completely stealing the 
thunder from both Dale and Miss 
Ford. Format of the show is basic- 
|ally okay, comprising a record shop 
irun by the two young singers, 
| hich gives them a chance to give 
,out with their tunes. Direction 
; work, under the capable touch of 
| James Caddigan, is good in all de- 
| partments. Stal. 








iv’s A tT 
With Jack Norwine, Al Chotin, 

George Able 
| Producer-Direetor: Ted Westcott 
| Writer: David Sievers 
| 45 Mins., Thurs. 9 p.m. 
WESTHEIMER AD AGENCY 
KSD-TY, St. Louis 

St. Louis’ first tele quizzer was 
both good and mediocre, but after 
a thorough polishing job it has po- 
tentialities to make it attractive to 
a bankroller. Ad agency that bore 
the entire cost of the initialer as 
a test believes there are enough 
sets in the area covered by the 
Station’s range to make it profit- 
able to a time buyer. Visual re- 
ception -was good, sound excellent 
and improvements in tele broad- 
casting at this station, which hap- 
pens to be the only one here to 
furnish this kind of entertainment, 
are a decided improvement over 
those shown several months ago. 

Format of the initialer and 
others to follow has the giveaway 
tinge with those failing to score 
receiving some sort of gratuity. 
Girls and boys from wo loeal col- 
leges engaged in a quiz against a 
simulated baseball park and the 
gals finished a poor second. Series 
also features a jigsaw jackpot to 
identify some individual with clues 
furnished by the station. 

_Jack Norwine clicked in adlib- 
bing with the gals and boys, his 
stuff closely resembling that of 
Groucho Marx. Students appar- 
ently were too self-conscious be- 
fore the cameras and those who 
flopped in the studio would never 
have done so in a classroom. Some 
of the queries were tough and 
others would have been a pushover 
for a grammar-school pupil. A 
little prepping of the contestants 
before the program would help re- 
move the amateurish ota 2 

eanu. 
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chatter, held to a minimum, is 
likewise handled nicely and in- 
formally. 

Miss Kirk, who has a key part 


in “Allegro,” the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical hit on 
Broadway, does .the inevitable 


“Gentleman Is a Dope” from that 
show; it’s a number she has helped 
popularize. The West band like- 
wise has one number and thus 
points up why it’s being increas- 


ingly referred to as “the musician’s | 
Wayne ‘does “Dickey Bird | 
the boys around hére would kid me| With John K. M. McCaffrey, Dr. 
Leon Arons, Dr. Sidney Roslow; | 


band.” 
Song,” another recent good disk- 


seller for him, as his opener, then | 
“Nature Boy,” dueting with Miss | 


Kirk as the clincher. Kahn. 

UNDER ARREST 

With Joe DeSantis, 
Draper, James Bowles, 
Rogers, Jackie Grimes, 
Lawrence; Milton Kaye, organ; 
Ralph Paul, announcer 

Producer-director: Wynn Wright 

Writer: William K. Welles, Jr. 

36 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

MBS, from New York 


Roc 


Even though it offers nothing | 
novel as to format or character- | 


izations, “Under Arrest” can lay 
claim to the distinction, minor as 


that may be, of being the reguiar | THE LASSIE SHOW 
sary’ 1e 
} 


for 


pinchhitter 
third time 


It is the 


summer 
Shadow.” 


around for this exchange of places | 


between a dilletante who corners 
’em with drugs and mirrors and a 
harness bull who does it in the old- 
fashioned way. 

There are also other differences 
betwéen the two crimé chasers. 
The protagonist of a police captain 
in “Under Arrest” is not only a 
college grad but he sprinkles his 
sifting of clues and reactions to 


the case at hand with plenty of | 
sociological observations and com-/} passing interest. It likely will sell 
ments on the cop’s responsibilities more Red Heart dog food than sub- 
|Ssequent soap operas since the series 


and awareness of his job. 


In the program which took the |seems dec 
series out of mothballs last Sun-| both on minimum of story, max- 
day (6) the young captain was quite;imum of plugs for product and| 


Continued from page 26 





} seems 
Margaret | garet Draper sounds quite engag- 


Mort | direction, 





| JOHN MORRELL & CO. 


j} about 
“Lassie,” gave a quickie recital of | 
‘how the Metro canine star landed 
in pictures at $1,000 per week. Be- 
| cause ‘ 

“Lassie,” story carried more than 


once and then twice as its sign of 
approval on the three delicious 
flavors which the announcer ad- 
mitted are available in Red Heart 
dog food. Program should interest 
lovers of dogs if the constant ham- 
mering for the product can be 
toned down. Maybe it will anyway 
since nicely produced by Frank 
Ferrin and scripted okay by Ho- 
bart Donovan. 

Special Red Heart award of week 
went to Buster, a terrier, who 
pulled a child from the harbor ice 
at Buffalo, N. Y. Award consisted 
of a heart-shaped gadget to be 
attached to the dog’s oni. 

Tear. 


Reviews 








mistake,” it wallowed in very tired 
crime situations, characters and 
dialog. Romance, but only by the 
sheerest of intimations, gets into 
the setup via a girl police reporter. 
Her relationship to the captain is 
kept pretty much on ‘tenterhooks, 
something akin to the tradition in 
film westerns which bars the fade- 
out clinch. Says the police re- 
porter to the police captain, “Do'| 
you mind, if I kiss you?” “I won't,” | 
returns the captain, “if you don’t 
get any lipstick on me; you know | 





WHAT MAKES YOU TICK? 


if you did.” . 
Joe DeSantis, as the captain,| Cy Harrice, announcer a," 
reads an expert line but never | Producer-Director: Addison Smith 

to make the character three- | 30 Mins.; Sun., 5:30 p.m. 

Mar-| HELBROS WATCH CoO. 

Mutual, from New York 
(William H. Weintraub Co.) 


dimensional or impressive. 


ing in the role of the reporter. The 
while not noteworthy, 
showed a capable hand at pacing. 
Of dubious effectiveness is the 
combination of voice and sound ef- 
fect which introduces and takes otf 
the show. This trademark opens 
with a voice shouting, “Into your 
cells!” A series of clanking sounds 
follows and the same voice cries, 
“All prisoners accounted for!’ The , 

this show can generate. 


whole thing is fuzzy. Odec. Quiz participants first try to 

4 rate themselves on specific person- 
ality traits along a graph running 
from zero to 100 after which they 
are plied with questions designed 
to reveal their actual rating. The 
contestant evaluating himself most 
accurately in the opinion of a cou- 
ple of psychologists wins $50 be- 
sides a bankroller’s watch which is 
also given away as a consolation 
to the losers. 

Like all shows of this type, it 
banks heavily on emcee John Mc- 
Caffery’s talent to loosen up the 
participants. On the preem (6), 
results were spotty despite the 
hysteria of laughter in the studio. 
Quizees were rated on the extent 
of their pealousy, love of money, 
parental instinct, etc., with virtu- 
ally all of them showing profound 
ignorance of themselves. In sev- 


“Quick As‘’a Flash” sleuthing quiz, 
Mutual has come up with another 
novel quiz airer based on popular 
psychology. “What Makes You 
Tick” also has a giveaway angle, 
natch. However, the modest prizes 
are limited to studio guests which, 
from the dialers viewpoint, makes 
the loot secondary to the laughs 





With “Lassie,” Rudd Weatherwax 
Producer: Frank Ferrin 
Writer: Hobart Donovan 
15 Mins., Sat., 5:15 p.m. 


NBC, firm New York 
(Henri, Hurst & McDonald) 
Opening yarn in this NBC series 
dogs, which is to. star 





of nationwide interest in 


headed in that direction. 





eloquent on the subject of why a|Special awards (which also rings} eral cases, the two psychologists 


cop should not go after a criminal | the product). 
with hate, even if that criminal had | 


(on the board of experts were at 


Plot pointed up how “Lassie,” | odds in judging the participants. 


just killed the cop’s best buddy on | then known as “Pal,” won out be- That’s bad listener psychology and 
the force. When that initial script cause of his intelligent, photogenic | threw the validity of the whole 


wasn't teeing off with occupational! qualities. 
discursions or such platitudes as/ sales palaver was reached when the 


show into doubt. 
Plug-wise, the session was filled 


Perhaps a new low in 


“every crook makes at least one purported voice of “Lassie” barked ' with a continuous din of mentions 


of Helbros watches. The sponsor’s 
name was dragged in over two 
dozen times before and aft of each 
individual quiz besides the con- 
ventional and longer plugs.Herm. 





“RADIO X” 
Writer: David Karp 
Producer: George Wallach 
Transcribed 
55 Mins.; Thurs., 8-8:55 p.m. 
WNYC, N. Y. c aca 
In its quest for something differ- 
ent in the way of radio fare suf- 
ficiently potent to snare the adult 
listeners, N. Y.’s muny station has 
latched on to this new series, 
“Radio X,” which will be a regular 





As summer replacement for the | 


weekly feature in the Thursday 
night 8-8:55 slot. 

For teeoff stanza last Thursday 
(3), program comprised two plat- 
itered shows, borrowed from French 
|and British sources. 
telligent intro to set motif of what 
was to follow, there came the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting _Corp. disk of 
Michael MacLiammoir in Richard 
Rowley’s fantasy, “Apollo in 
Mourne,” dramatizing the mythical 
banishment of Apollo from Olym- 
pus to Ireland. It’s a flavorsome 
yarn about an Irish lad who picks 
up the exile, takes him home and 
nearly loses his gal to the Greek 
god. Both star and his supporters 
brought fine performances to a 
trite skit that made for good listen- 
ing. 

Second platter, from French 
sources, was a salute to the Paris 
at the turn of the century, titled 
“Rendezvous in Paris.” Enlisting 
a group of French artists, includ- 
ing Jacques Elion orch, Henri Le 
Guet, Nadine Centraux and Roger 
Treville, it faithfully reprised the 
gayety of the Parisian music halls 
in the era when the famous La 
Scala nitery was the spawning 
ground of many French stars. 

It worked out neatly as an enter- 
taining, nostalgic documentary. 

Edba. 


Luckies Skeds Spots 
Drive in 30 Markets 


Lucky Strike is putting out a 
new spot announcement campaign 
in some 30 markets, through 
BBD&O. The series will be booked 
mostly into chainbreaks. : 

Agency is also looking around 
for a local woman’s program to 
include in the latest Lucky splurge. 
It will ali start around July 1. 








After an in-| 


PPPS POPLEOP SOOO OOOO? 
Follow-up Comment 


“Mr. Ace and Jane,” debuting in 
its new time spot Fridays as the 
Jello replacement for the Fanny 
Brice show, hasn’t suffered any- 
thing author-star Goodman Ace 
and the Young & Rubicam agency 
can’t cure. It remains one of the 
choice items on the air—original, 
imaginative, skillful, plausible and 
very funny. The sponsor-premiere 
again got steady laughs (as usual 
on this series, the studio audience 
reacted to the more obvious jokes, 
but_ apparently missed the wittier 
ones), at the expense of the radio- 
| advertising business, including an 
amusing jibe at the VARIETY radio 
editor, and even worked a chuckle 
into the commercial integration. 
| Apparently someone thought that 
| because the series was in a new 
time spot everything should be ex- 
plained to the listeners, so the 
opening .scene-setting sledgeham- 
mered the character and situation 
plants. Thanks to the integration, 
the commercials were relatively 
acceptable, but it’s about time 
somebody got a pardon, or at least 
a writ of habeas corpus for that 
“locked-in” Jello flavor. Also, it 
sounded like dubious economy to 
use only two singers for the Jello 
signature jingle. 
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United Nations Appeal for the 
| International Children’s Emergen- 
|cy Fund presented a heartrending 
|show over CBS last Sunday (30) 
|titled “Between the Dark and the 
Daylight.” Written. by Allan 
Sloane, who toured Europe recent- 
ly with a wire-recorder, the half- 
|hour session was composed of in- 
terviews with the famished, dis- 
eased and shattered kids of Italy, 
Greece, Czechoslovakia, Germany 
and Austria. The kids, in their own 
words, told of their plights. One 
orphan related how he was forced 
by the Nazis to hang his own 
brother: another told of his dreams 
of home and security. Ed Murrow 
handled the narration with quiet 
indignation. Program was _ horri- 
fying—but necessary. 


‘SAINT’ SLIPPING 
Hollywood, June 8. 
Lever Bros. drops “The Saint” 
June 30. 
Firm has quit making Trim, hair 
tonic plugged on the CBS Vincent 
Price starrer. 
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Why do these five million listen? 


They listen because every program heard over KNX is of network 


caliber. KNX’s local programs get the same letter-perfect production 


as the 30 transcontinental shows KNX originates for CBS. 


It means better listening around the clock . . . better listening 
for over 5,000,000 Westerners every week. 


It means better selling, too . . . as Southern California’s leading 


advertisers have known for years. 


That’s why Romance of 


the Ranchos has had the same local sponsor for 9 years, Midnight 


Merry-Go-Round for 6 years, Backgrounds for Living for 8 
years, Inglewood Park Melodies for 10 years. 


Only programs that sell mare goods or services stay sponsored. 


The record shows that Southern California merchants have 


alway preferred KNX. In fact 


Year after year, local business men spend more advertising 





dollars on KNX than on any other Southern California station. 
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Represented by RADIO SALES, Radio Stations Representative... A Division of CBS 





KNX 


Los A ngeles ° 50,000 Watts 


COLUMBIA OWNED 


~ New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit, San Francisco, Memphia. 
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~— Tnside Stuf— ALL 
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_ THEATRE GUILD AIRING | [Monit the Foreign 
' 
te Fletcher Markle and Franchot Tone are currently co-directing “Jig | orig 
Foon Saw,” a documentary-type film being made on the streets of New York. | Dallas, June 8. | 
Pavan The scenario is 2 collaboration of Vincent MceConnor and Markle and Theatre Guild of the Air broad- | 
any- the film is budgeted around $100,000. It is expected to be shooting all | cast. sponsored over the ABC net- Washington, June 8. bao. 
Ace summer, with Markle devoting two days a week to the CBS “Studio | work py U. § Stee} obably will!> (Followi <ataiin: | eS 
oncy One” show, and the balance to the film. Markle received $4,000 for. we ge! 4 | ‘Following Is news oF radio in| INDONESIA: In order to climi- 
the his end, McConnor $1,000. It is an ice-breaker for both radio men in °"!nate here next November. | various nations as monitored from (nate infringements of the truce 
inal, the film end. Another CBS personage ‘just resigned), Ernie Martin, Guild officials and the sponsors are | their official broadcasts by the U.S. |agreement on broadcast propagan- 
and is branching out as a legit producer, for the upcoming Ray Bolger discussing the possibility of pre-| Government.) |da in the East Indi¢s, the Indo- 
iere musical, “Charley’s Aunt. sctiline a éoniee en nesian delegation proposed that a 
enting a condensed version of ree Putt 
sual oan teanen some new play being offered in COLOMBIA: Uncontrolled use| joint monitoring board be estab- 
nce Counterpart to the Kinsey report. a detailed study of the rising and Dallas for the first time by Theatre |of radio broadcasting has been lished to check _the broadcasts 
kes, rettring habits of New York adults made for WOR, N. Y., reveals that “48. Margo Jones, director of the 'stopped in Colombia due to the na- made by both parties. 
tier men get up earlier and go to bed later than women—at least during Dallas group, is meeting with the |,.... qoute ak: ; ; ——— 
dio- weekdays. On weekends, both sexes tend to remain in bed for longer | officials concerning the broadcast. Oe ee ee ee D RO T AIRS OWN 
dio periods, the survey discloses. For midnight disk jockeys, the im- Production would be cast with |Cent uprisings, April 9." Broadcast- ET I 
‘ele portant fact Is that over 20% of all men and women are up at midnight | actors from New York, Hollywood |ing remains under the control of é ’ OW 
ion throughout the week and have no specified retiring time. A complete or both. ithe Ministry of Posts and Tele-| TALENT HU 
hat cross-section of all income groups in the metropolitan area was cov- _ = | . roi ne ‘ 
oa ered in the Pulse-conducted survey ¢ If § ‘Oo ’ | graphs with the following changes: | Pe Detroit, June 8. 
+i : u pray to Sitout ty sunte. ie ape rosnpasinne Plime aan: wirkan ccees 
the The glad hand of friendship and fellowship went out to WHB in 0 or his station and personnel; no | nngyr calidad ~ ~~ ‘ 
am- Kansas City last week from all other of the town’s stations. Occasion pen-End Wax Splurge | broadcasts may be made that work | os erg ra pone gy _ 
ij ac WHB’s 1 1 ” : a _ ae lagainst the morals or security of | 5ta8e of the Lincoln Theatre. 
ion was WHB’s long awaited shift from daytime-only to full time °ra- as a 3 si i kaged by DBroadcas 
i ) ) 1 ime opera Gulf Oil Co. has tabooed the | " ; .| Show is packaged by Broadcast 
ion, tion, and other stations seized the opportunity to spread some good idea of resorting to open-end wae toe country; each station has 60 Productions aid sponsored by 
ely will in the name of radio. KCMO, ABC affiliate, pulled all the stops ings for its perennial! Gulf $ a , | Minutes daily for newscasts, dis- | Farris Br 3s Furniture Co. Prizes 
ime and produced a live half-hour variety show with Gene Moore and | campaign because of the Ameri. | tributed oe ene Peres See) f merchandine lus cash awards 
ast 3 his staff orch, vocalists Connie Collins and John Wagaman, emcee | can Federation of Musicians’ ges | meee RewncaMs Cen Oe be | are given to cutitenediten amateurs 
hat ‘ Bill Gunther and producer Ken Heady. ‘Joe’ Hartenbower, KCMO | cording ban. The account prefers | rosdcast npg! the longwave bend | with an opportunity to meet a tal- 
bn F g.m., was on hand to extend personal congratulations and Don Davis, | to sit it out this season unless the [sem 530 to 1000 kilocycles for the lent scout : | 
o Bs, WHB president, and John Schilling, general manager, also appeared in union should ec: : ban in | time being; and technical require- | ar 
Ilo : appez nion should call off the ban in | : + with i a. emceed by Toby Da- 
; person. time for the campai t t in | ments to comply with international | ,?rosram is emceed by foby ba 
a pes rr ig ampaign ‘to get IN | asreements must be met vid and produced by Arthur E. 
= KCKN, Capper station which formerly carried WHB's share of S°me good summer weeks. | " : . Sutton 
the Pp Mutual at night, saluted its rival with a half-hour record show on sf IN CC : adi Sai gs ; 
en- q Sunday night (30), day of the WHB shift. WDAF, the Kansas City | ib nacaat thet i ar. Pregame” 7 
ing a Star station and NBC affiliate, threw a dinner last Monday (7) for ak e aoe ihctal cont ory "ith | 
_ a WHB execs Fay execs of other local stations. It was a big ABC Rates pocsees Te > meee ape the at orot | Pulse Survey 
1e x week for radio locally, including WHB’s own cocktail party Satur- bb —— eon ; ' liteaes siden” Wes wailie an oll | 
an Bs day (5). part; Continued from page 29 == times daily. The radio announced - Continued from page 29 = 
ah. 3 aah edeectinae: Oks i eS jthey had two new transmitters on | 
If- a anaes ee advertisers, who at the same | order to operate the 16 and 19-| on the same day when other games 
rol Although stations that won kudos in the recent Chicago Federated booty the ABC radio facilities, meter bands with output power of |were aired on tele. Radio games 
el a Ad Club’s radio awards competition are understandably pointing with | Oe plea Bad ening 0 2V2 fr gl 25 kilowatts. achjeved a 2.2 rating in tele homes 
ly E pride, those in the know regard the contest as just so much eyewash. 500.06 See $1,- and a 3.8 rating im radio homes. 
ny A Reason for this view is that entries in some categories were so few | 222:000 or more. Advertisers us-| FRANCE: The French radio has | Two games aired on radio without 
we 3 that the problem of judging them was reduced to eenie, meenie, minie, | ‘"® all available outlets in the | started a series of weekly sponta-| any TV competition received a 1.6 
em q me. Porvataplinies Arageih onion wong yea neous broadcasts in English. The | rating in TV homes, as compared 
ed 3 Choice example of what the judges had to pick from is evident in | jn the basic hour charges ‘ ‘and See ee ee eee cree tana tt ee 
wn a the musical programs division. Entries consisted o . 1 ‘ a tors took part, was broadcast from | figure bears ‘out another factor 
2 a Pp d of three shows— annual rebate of 7!2% of the|the Caf ai 
ms q singing canaries, a choral group, and a symphony orch. Judges settled | gross billing is alsoe allowed on the Cafe de la Paix and relayed by | usually accepted by the tele in- 
ow a on the oreh for first place and gave an honorable mention to the choral | each station used for 52 consecu- oe As See. Se Custsy—thet people with rs 
iet 4 group. The canaries got the bird. : oe ae oo 7 namie read lee oe “ | broadcasts are planned for other | radio and tele sets use their radios 
ri- a Dearth of entries is attributed to apathy, failure to publicize the | 4 film i. nan car * | countries. less fore during times when there 
contest fully, divided responsibility of agency and station in making | , ; a : ai i in no tele steer un Shee. 
a entries, and the $5 entry fee. & , with a live program, there are ad- SPAIN: Spain will buy some of Games telecast on weekends 
i ditional flat rehearsal charges the most modern radio monmeters “hi i i Z 
) |ranging from $75 in New York to : n its principal air-| midweek games. Pulse inted 
a Cleveland—Because it’s carrying! Besten—Jan Mitchell into con- | $60 in Los Angeles for use of the |dromes from Great Britain. Two out, however, that it is ue soon 
the Cleveland baseball games, WJW | tinuity department of WCOP | film studios. Basic rehearsal fees | high-frequency raidometers and/|to determine whether this will be 
he drops two ABC accounts, Drew | (ABC) as assistant to Edward Sul- | vary at each outlet with WJZ-TV | other British equipment will be| consistently true, or whether the 
nt Pearson and Monday morning head-|livan. She comes from WENT, | charging the maximum of $200 per | installed in the airdromes of Ma-| attractions of specific games will 
lines moving over to WSRS, indie. Gloversville, N. Y. | hour. drid, Barcelona, Seville and Bil-| cause fluctuations in ratings. 
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| no cuts, no lather, 





no deadline 


NICE THING ABOUT WOR is the way you can plunge right in. 
And that’s what counts in summer-selling. 

No publication deadlines to stymie your last-minute 
advertising plans. No cuts, no proofs, no closed issues 
to put you in a lather. 


~> Suppose you decide to drop the price on your product. 
You hop on WOR and tell people in 18 states about it. 


~> Suppose the competition is running away with the sales. 
You bounce right on WOR and get folks in 430 counties 
steamed up about YOUR brand. 


~> Suppose dealers in Maine or Pennsylvania or Virginia 
need a nudge. You aim your sales message at the 34,057,161 
people who can hear WOR . . . and dealers practically 











pant for your goods. ~ 
The point is this: there’s no waiting around at WOR. —heard by the most people 

We can get you on the air now—at an extraordinarily 7 

low price. Better touch base with us today. where the most people are 

Call LOngacre 4-8000 and ask for Sales. 
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Frisco and Los Angeles video per- 
mits via a package purchase of her | 
AM properties—also has the FCC 
on the horns of a dilemma. 

Some FCC’ers are saying War- 
ners will. probably never get by | 
with the Thackrey deal if it be- 
comes apparent they intend to re- 
sell KLAC and retain KFWB. 

Fact that Riverside Broadcasting 
Co. has a bid on file for Thackrey’s 


Tyler Upped by KFI To | 
AM-FM-TV Program Post 


Hollywood, June 8. 





Wanna Swap an AM for TV? 


¥ Continued from page 27 - 








L.A. channel is especially embar- 
rassing. This pioueer tele dutfit 
lost its No. 1 slot in the new FCC 
reallocation. Big question here is 
whether the agency will let War- 
ners in the tele picture at the ex- 
pense of other tele-hungry bidders 
who cannot afford to buy AM-FM 
stations in order to acquire a per- 
mit. Commission’s AVCO rule— 
permitting open bidding on sta- 
tions up for sale—does not solve 
this dilemma. 

Unless new rules are on the 
books, FCC’ers point out, a tele 
permittee could contract to sell his 


| paper permit at a fancy figure. | 
Haan J. Tyler will take over | Other bidders would have to meet | 


Glass House Crix 


Newspaper and mag critics 
of radio who are becoming ir- 
ritated by the giveaway mania 
may find thé facts snapping 
back in their faces. A cur- 
rent survey of leading national 
publications reveals that give- 
away prizes offered in printed 
ads virtually double’ the 
weekly amount of $165,000 
poured out by radio programs. 

Soap and auto manufactur- 
ers are the chief source of the 
giveaway ads. 











WHDH PACTS HANCOCK 


Boston, June 8. 
With FCC hearings still in the 


] 


Charlie B-own’s desk at KFI. NBC | the original sales ticket under the | offing for the two available video 


outlet here, as program director | 
of KFI, KFI-FM and KFE-TY, and! 
Kevin Sweeney steps into sales | 
manager spot vacated by Tyler. 

Tyler has been with the Earle C. 
Anthony station as sales manager | 
for the past two years while 
Sweeney has hardled publicity for 
over a year. Brown resigned to | 
take over post as general manager 
of Video Broadcasting Co. 








Oklahoma City — Webster L. 
Benham, Jr., Commercial Manager 


AVCO rule. 

Anv such deals, of course, would 
cause an uproar in tele circles. 
Applicants are already pounding at 
FCC’s door in Boston, Detroit, Dal- 
las, Chi and elsewhere to vacate 
permits where the owners have 
made little or no progress in going 
on the air But the biggest prob- 
lem of all will be fixing FCC policy 
on package deals where AM-FM 
and TV properties are being sold, 
since the Commission has techni- 
cally abdicated authority to fix 
price ceilings and it may be diffi- 


'channels in the Hub (with nine 


Life Ins. Co., for the first crack at 


its 525-foot building, now under 
construction, as its video tower. 
Building won’t be ready before 
| spring of 1949 though it’s steel and 
| masonry work is all but completed. 
| Tower atop the building dominates 
|} the Hub skyline, byilding itself 
| being the second tallest in New 


|TV, will remain in its new studios 


bidding for them), WHDH has} 
signed with John Hancock Mutual | 











zp 





Continued 





Samuel Rosenman, chief counsel 
for CBS and one-time crony of the 
late President Roosevelt; Vincent 


the first line of defense for 20th- 
Fox; Andy Haley for Tele Cal., and 
Johnny Hearn for KROW, Lands- 
berg proved a sitting duck for the 
'legal buckshot once he moved off 
| his home grounds of engineering 
|into less familiar territory. 


| 
Partners Didn’i ficip 
j 





FOR TOWER, BUILDING is ‘setup’ buts tis case suffered 


ifrom the tepid testimony of his 
| partners in the project, none too 
hep on the subject matter. C. L. 
'McCarthy, one of the three mi- 
nority stock holders and to be gen- 
eral manager of the station should 
a grant come its way, may retrieve 
some of the lost ground at the 
| Washington hearings. Pauley re- 
/ vealed in his exhibit that he may 
| become a partner with Hal Roach 
jin the production of pictures ex- 
|clusively for video. He said he had 
| been approached by Roach and is 
| making a study of the proposal. 
| Observers were agreed thai Pauley 
proved one of the “most honest if 


| his cause any during his grilling on 


for KOMA since May, 1947, has | cult to tell just how big a slice of |in the Paine building in nearby |the stand. He indicated what oth- 
been elected president of the | the sales ticket is actually going} Park Square, only recently 


Oklahoma City Advertising Club. 


for a TV permit. 


finished. 


lers have avoided, that he is in tele- 


| vision, to make money much the 














From Boston's new Radio and Television Center comes this new Westinghouse service, Video for a 
$00-square-mile area. . all of metropolitan Boston and far beyond. . more than 3,000,000 people! 
WBZ-TV is the eastern anchor of the NBC Television Network. 


G]) WESTINGHOUSE RADIO STATIONS Inc 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES, NBC SPOT SALES—EXCEPT FOR KEX ® 
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| Frisco Tele Fight 





from page 29 








isame as his oil drilling operations. 
He gave his net worth in excess of 
$1,000,000 and annual income more 


Welch, bright young barrister wal hea $600,000. 


The brothers, Skouras, Spyros 
‘and Charles, led off for 20th-Fox 
jand made no attempt to disguise 
\their unfamiliarity with television. 
i\Their testimony was impressive 
‘and sincere, following the line of 
|questioning by Counsel Welch 
|without the _ slightest deviation. 
They gave a light touch to the 
‘sombre proceedings by occasion- 
ally injecting flippancies to the de- 
\light of FCC Examiner Jack Paul 
Blume despite the flouting of com- 
mission protocol. Applicant cor- 
poration, set up as 20th-Fox of Cal- 
'ifornia, will be directed (with the 
(big IF) by officials of Fox-West 
|Coast and 20th-Fox Film Corp. 
This phase of the operation was 
assailed by Judge Rosenman and 
FCC Counsel Joseph Brenner, 

Conflict of Interests 
Harry Cox, v.p. and treasurer of 
|National Theatres, was so be- 
jleaguered by opposing counsel 
that he was forced to admit a con- 
flict exists within the directorship 
between television and _ theatres. 





|England. WHDH studio, if it gets | evasive” witnesses and didn’t hurt 'Cox said there would be a re-ap- 


ipraisal of the situation should 
lthere be a sharp difference of 
|profits between tele and the thea- 
tres, with the bulge on video’s side. 
Brenner attempted to interpret 
this to mean that in the event of 
) such a contingency 20th-Fox would 
withdraw from television but drew 
a firm negative. This phase of the 
testimony was held to be damaging 
to Fox’s case, according to day-by- 
day observers. Herman Wobber, 
western division head of sales and 
distribution for 20th-Fox, testified 
; that picture companies, which sur- 
vived radio, had little to fear from 
television. In reply to Judge Ros- 
enman’s poser, “would 20th-Fox 
make such a picture as ‘Gentle- 
|man’s Agreement’ available for 
television?” Wobbler replied that 
television couldn’t afford such pic- 
tures at thi§ time. 

Legal bill for the applicants will 
also run into staggering figures. An 
offside guess would peg the aggre- 
| gate payoff in excess of $50,000 for 
| te five applicants. This would in- 
| clude daily fee and expenses. Top 
coin, to be sure, went to Judge 
Samuel Rosenman, who was said to 
draw $2,000 a day plus expenses as 
chief counsel for CBS. Vincent 
Welch for 20th-Fox, Karl Smith, 
Paramount, and Andrew Haley for 
Edwin Pauley’s Television Califor- 
nia, and John Hearn for KROW are 
quoted from $350 to $500 a day 
plus expenses. Cost of preparing 
exhibits and presentations will run 
deep into five figures. 

















20th-Seattle 


Continued from page 29 


La. Homer W. Snowden as Okla- 
homa City Television Co. applied 
for channel 9 in Oklahoma City, 
saying he was filing simultaneously 
for Wichita, Denver, and Midland, 
Tex. 

Other applications tendered were 
from KMYR Broadcasting Co. of 
Denver, for channel 4; King Broad- 
casting Co. of Seattle for channel 
7; and the Troy Record Co., Troy, 
N. Y., for channel 11. 

Commercial television applica- 
tions accepted for filing by the 
FCC during the week were: Le- 
land Holzer of San Francisco, 
channel 11; Daniels and Fisher 
Stores Co., Denver, channel 4: 
KLZ Broadcasting Co., Englewood. 
channel 7; Central Broadcasting 
Co., Davenport, channel 5: Dis- 
patch, Inc., Erie; KMTR Radio 
Corp., Los Angeles; Harmco, Ine.. 
Sacramento, channel 3; Empire 
Coil Company, Inc., of Parma, 
Ohio; Penn-Allen Broadcasting Co., 
Allentown, Pa., channel 8: Tri- 
City Telecasters, Inc., Allentown. 
channel 8; Radio Service Corp. of 
Utah, Salt Lake City, channel 5. 

FCC accepted for filing two ap- 
plications for experimental tele- 
vision relay broadcast stations. 
WGN, Inec., Chicago area, and the 
Yankee Network, Inc., Boston 
area. 








_Pittsburgh—Bernie Armstrong’s 
Singing Strings show, sponsored by 
Duquesne Light Co. on KDKA 
every Wednesday night, has just 
placed third in annual competition 
among programs in U.S. and Can- 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 











AFM Bares Books 


Asbury Park, June 8. 


Delegates to the AFM convention were given an accounting ves- 


Diskers Not Surprised 
Officials of a couple major 


recording companies were yes- 
terday (Tuesday) inclined to 


: 3 - , accept James C. Petrillo’s 
terday (Monday), via the president’s annual report of the record : 
royalty fund. Federation collected $1,787,623, representing a 1% Tat ia ype Ps 


royalty from a gross sale in 1947 of $172,920,716, or a total of 225.- 


436,822 pressings. Latter figures 
since the AFM count ends Dec., 1 


are obviously incomplete for 1947 
947, and licensees aren’t required 


to make an accounting until six months after. 
The amount earned in “47 by recording leaders and sideman, 
according to the report, was $3,104,728, representing an employ- 


ment once or more of 9,072 men. 


royalties to provide 11,000 free c 
services in 514 U. S. and Canadia 


Union spent $1,500,000 of the 
oncerts, dance and other musical 
n communities. 


As for musician income from radio, the report was a year behind, 
the figures dealing with the period of Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 1946. These 
figures showed radio network and station staff employment in the 
U. S. accounting for $15,503,302, network and local commercial 


work contributing another $9,492, 


135. 


Membership of the AFM in the U. S. and Canada at the end of 
March, 1947, was 232,371, an increase of 16,507 over the previous 


year. 
30. or an increase of $144,914 ove 


and transcription fund has a bal 


The surplus in the general fund was $2,388,642 as of April 


r the year before. The recording 
ance of $3,061,070, of which $1,- 


700,000 has been assigned for free musical performances this year. 














Peatman Performance Sheet Issue 
Splits Plugger Camps Further 





Question of whether it would or + 


‘Art Mooney Slated 


would not be wise to drop Dr. John 
Peatman’s music - performance 
“sheet” may become a cause cele- 
bre in the music business. At the 
moment it seems that major and 
minor publishers are both lining 


up for and against the idea of 
conducting a music business with- 
out the aid of a measuring sheet to 
tell them and users of their ma- 
terial what songs are being per- 
formed on radio and which are not. 

It seems the majority of minor 
and a fair portion of the larger 
publishing houses ‘are for the idea 
of getting along without a sheet. 
But the ones who disagree are 
among thé more powerful, and 


therein lies the opportunity for a | 
battle. One major has stated flatly | 


that the Peatman sheet will con- 


tinue and so will the Accurate Re- | 


porting sheet (which logs perform- 
ances out of N. Y. and which con- 
tributes info to the Peatman na- 
tional picture) if he has to finance 
both ventures himself. He has 
many supporters, but on the other 
hand there are firms such as the 
Warner Bros. group, perhaps the 
most powerful combine in the field, 
which are on record as favoring 
the elimination of all sheets. 
Santly-Joy and Bregman, Vocco, 
Conn are in the against category, 
too. 

This attitude in favor of the 
sheets is burning the Music Pub- 
lishers Contact Employees, whose 
reigning heads are bitter about the 
opposition to the no-sheet plan. 
They expound sharply upon the 
theory that radio broadcasters, via 
their refusal to schedule a song for 
performance unless it appears 
among the “most-played” tunes 
logged by Peatman, are “ruining” 
the music business. They assert 
that radio producers are in a po- 


. sition wherein they have become 


dictators of the music business. A 
small publisher cannot achieve 
sheet rating unless he achieves 
performances by high-Hooper 
broadcasts. At the same time he 
cannot get attention from the pro- 
ducers of these shows unless his 
song shows on the sheet. 


RKO Plans to Use 
‘Nature Boy’ in Film 
Despite Suit Vs. Pub 


RKO is ‘oing through with its 





use of the song, “Nature Boy” | 


in the fitm, “The Boy With Green 
Hair,” regardless of the infringe- 
ment suit filed against the song's 
publishers by J. J. Kammen, New 
York 
dies. Film company last week for- 
warded a check for $10,000 to 
Morris Music, selling agent for the 
tune, for the synchronization 
rights. Morris immediately stashed 
the check in a separate account 


publisher of Jewish melo-| 


For Coast Palladiam 


Art Mooney’s orchestra will go 
to the Coast for the first time next 
;fall. Band has been signed for five 
weeks at the Palladium ballroom, 
| Hollywood, opening Sept. 14. 
| Mooney, who had been out of 
laction a month due to an appen- 
'dectomy, is now at the Biltmore 
‘hotel, New York. 


ASCAP Tees Up 
Industrial Pacts 


Akron, June 8. 
| American Society of Composers, 








. 


Park as one that didn’t allow 
for an early solution of the 
recording. ban. They seemed 
to be of the like opinion that 
the impasse will drag along 
during the summer and that it 
might not be until some time 
after Labor Day when Petrillo 
and the record industry will 
get down to discussing a plan. 

One of the management 
exees noted ruefully that the 
industry had hoped that when 


| Petrillo was prepared to talk 


manufacturers would be in a 
fairly strong bargaining posi- 
tion, but with things being 
what they are in disk saies that 
position will be drastically 
altered It was also suggested 
by this source that even some 
workable method for directing 
a cut from sales into the 
AFM’s coffers were meanwhile 
devised it is quite possible that 
Petrillo would decide that the 
low state of the record busi- 
ness didn’t make a settlement 
worthw hole. 


Meanwhile, the diskers are 
in plenty of trouble. Much of 
the material they stashed away 
prior to the ban is being 
proven too weak to carry sales 
totals required to maintain a 
reasonably safe margin of pro- 
duction. If Petrillo isn’t going 
to settle, it seems obvious that 
the -nanufacturers will in- 
creasingly be forced in the 
direction of working around 
the ban, with backgrounds 
made in England, ete. 


It wouldn't be surprising to 
see some spread activities in 
this country. They must have 
hits to stay alive. It’s pointed 
out by experienced recording 
men that even companies that 
seem to be solidly entrenched 
in the business will be in dire 
Straits this summer if they do 
not get sustenance in the form 
of sales, which means hits. 





| Authors and Publishers is on the 
| verge of starting collections for the 
|use of ‘ts copyrighted music from 
industrial piants, majority of which 
|use wired systems. Since early in 
| the war, ASCAP has been licensing 
'such plants to use its material on 
a $1 a year basis, merely to estab- 
|lish its right to license the music, 
| but it is now launching on a cam- 
-paign to begin full-scale collec- 
tions. 
| Herman Greenberg, of ASCAP’s 
New York office, is now in this 
' town discussing terms with the In- 








Willie Feinbers 


| 


} 


Seen as N.Y. 802 


Pres. Dark Horse 


Willie Feinberg, former secre- 








See New Jazz B.0. Mark 


Hollywood, June 8. 


Hollywood Bowl, Saturday 


}such an event. 


bookings. Most natives 


they figure the 20,000 seats can 


late they arrive. 
With a scale graduated from 


gross to astronomical $40,000 or 
thereabouts. In any event, the 


plus Kenton drew last winter at 
Chicago Civic Opera House, a take 
generally regarded as the top gross 
of any jazz concert. Most optimis- 
tic view is that the b.o. will reap 
around $30,000. 

KFWB disk jockey, Gene Nor- 
man, is promoting. His deal with 
Kenton calls for pair to split ex- 
penses and Kenton to get 70% of 
remainder. 


GAC in Deal To 
Acquire Mus-Art 


General Artists Corp. is discuss- 
ing a deal to take over the Mus-Art 
Agency, formed over a year ago by 
a group composed of ex-Musice 
Corp. of America men. Such a 
| possibility has long been rumored 
| within the band business, but not 
i/until recently was anything con- 
crete done. 

Russ Faechine, Mus-Art prez, 
| Howard Christensen, its Chicago 
office head, and Lyle Thayer, its 
_Hollywood branch head, have been 
'in New York with Jack Whitte- 
| more, N. Y. head, since last Thurs- 
| day meeting with Tom Rockwell, 
_GAC prez, and his associates. Dis- 
| cussions have not gone far enough 








,deal. As a matter of fact it may 
‘hold over until Rockwell gets to 
Hollywood the lef last 


‘dustrial Recreation Assn., which is tary of New York Local 802 of ‘Tuesday) for his Coast home). 
| dus In the event GAC and Mus-Art %athering was not the defiant and 
do compiete an arrangement under | D¥eyant exhorter of AFM conven- 
'which the former will absorb the | tions of recent years. He started 

his address with a complaint that 
_he wasnt feeling well and an ad- 


‘holding its annual convention. 
About a year ago, ASCAP set up a 
tentative rate schedule and the 
IRA took violent exception to it. 


| 


the American Federation of Mu- 
| sicians, is being rumored around 
be Y. as a dark-horse entry in the 
'local’s December elections. It’s 


|nmewer agency, there’s no indica- 


Org then took a survey of ASCAP’s Said by persons close to the ex- tion as to the disposition of Mus- 


| charges in all other fields and it- 


{unionite, who’s now a labor con- 


_Art’s manpower. 


‘self compiled a rate structure it Sultant, that he will run for the | deal would call for them to join 


| thought applicable to the situation. 
This is what's being discussed by 
| Greenberg. 





‘LONDON UNVEILS US. 


‘TRANSCRIPTION LIBRARY 


| London Gramaphone last week 
‘unveiled for American prospects a 
| transcription library for servicing 
‘of industrial and wired music 
|operation as well as radio sta- 
tions: Imported catalog is starting 
_off with 250 disks. 

| The library got its start during 
the recent war when the BBC used 
‘it for its “Music While You Work” 
programs. It’s made up of 10-inch 
platters (78 ram) with a frequency 
range of from 30 to 14,000 cycles. 


Joseph H. -Hards, who recently 


presidency of 802 on an inde-| up with GAC or go their own way | 
| Bey e y his predecessor, Joseph N. Weber 


‘pendent ticket. 

Feinberg was secretary of 802 
for years as a Blue ticket man, 
ithe party which still controls the 
local’s affairs. He had been very 
|popular with 802’s members dur- 
ing his reign as secretary, but in 
the past year or so it’s claimed 
this popularity has diminished, 
due to his labor work for NBC. 

Local 8602's elections are always 
hot and bitter, and full of recrimi- 
natory raps by and against all 
parties. For over 12 years the 
Blues have managed to stave off 





and various independents. This 
'vear the election is expected to 
be just as hotly contested and 
‘contain the usual amount of mud- 
‘slinging by all sides. 

For example, at a membership 


competition from the Unity party 


is undetermined. 





| 


| 


RCA ANNOUNCES 


RCA-Victor drew attention last 
|week by announcing the market- 
ing of a two-speed portable record 
' player. New set, equipped with 
two motors, one spinning disks 
at the conventional speed of 78 
rpm’s and the other at 3314, was 
spotlighted only 10 days after it 


In Stan Kenton Date 


Stan Kenton’s jazz concert in the 
(12) 


night can set a new b.o. record for 
As of last weekend, | 


$3.60 to 90c., a sellout would soar 


date is sure to top the $11,000- 





| 





} 


Petrillo Opens AFM Convention 
Under Pall of Gloom; Foresees 
Rough Union Road; 


Asbury Park, June 8. 
Annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians opened 
yesterday (Monday) under a heavy 
pall of defeatism spread by Presi- 
dent James C. Petrillo himself in 
a two-hour discussion on his past 
year’s stewardship. Petrillo frankly 
admitted to the 1,071 delegates, the 
largest ever to attend an AFM 
event, that he had been badly 


'the advance sale topped $8,000, an | licked ia his latest attempt to in- 
unusually hefty figure for Bowl! crease employment in radio and 
don't | warned that not only his union but 
bother buying tickeis beforehand, | aj) organized iabor is headed for 
| further setbacks. 

accommodate them, no matter how | 


For the first time sinee he took 
over the AFM leadership Petrillo 
failed to suggest a blueprint for 


See Petrillo Reelected ‘ 


Asbury Park, June 8. 

James C. Petrillo and all 
incumbent members of the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians executive board are ex- 
pecte’? to be reelected to their 
posts at the current AFM con- 
vention here. There“is no se- 
rious opposition to . another 
term for president Petrillo, 
and the board members who 
conducted the brief battle with 
radio and the still existing 
fight with recordings. 

Elec’*ons occur the final day 
of the convention, Friday (11). 
ROT 











|further steps to be taken in the 
| joust with canned music. He made 
‘it plain that at this moment the 
| ban is to be continued. However, 





| 


the rumor persists around the con- 
vention :obby that he will ask the 
delegates to authorize the national 
executive board, if it deems fit, to 


| lift the ban in so far as it affects 


| 


| 
j 


commercial transcriptions. There 
was strong belief in some higher 


| AFM quarters that if such action 
| were taken consideration would in 
| due course be given to working out 
' some solution of the recording tie- 
}uf® Nothing, according to these 
_ sources, has been advanced so far 


| based. 


which a solution could be 
An inkling that Petrillo 


upon 


himself was disposed toward find- 
‘ing a way out of the recording 
| maze was given when during his 
‘to say definitely that there is a Speech he cracked, “We may be 


| 


able to do something if we could 
get our lawyers—we got four sets 


night of them row—to agree.” 
« The Petrillo that presided at this — 


Whether the Vance apology for anything that he 


might say which would reflect un- 
favorably on the administration of 


|(who at the moment was seated on 
_the platform). Such comments, he 


quickly added, would be merely for 


the purpose of illustrating how his 


2-SPEED PLAYER 


failures with radio were not ex- 
actly new with the union since 


| Weber had likewise failed in his 
|canned music battle with the pic- 
‘ture theatre interests. 


After devoting over an hour of 
(Continued on page 44) 





Touring Maestros 


‘became known Columbia Records | 


| planned to market symphonic and 
| kiddie disks that will carry up to 
_30 minutes of music, stories, et al, 
on a 10-inch platter spinning at 


came over to London from the’ meeting next week, certain oppo- 33144. 


World Broadcasting System, is the 
manager of the division. 





Rainbow Buys ‘Between’ 

Master From Acorn 
| Rainbow Records last week 
bought the master of the song “Be- 
tween You and Me,” from the mid- 


sition groups will demand that the 
‘current Blue regime relinquish to 
a membership committee the task 
,of allocating recording fund 
‘monies. Local recently drew $88.- 
000 from the parent AFM as its 
share of royalties received from 
recording companies on the deal, 
which was barred by the Taf '-Hart- 
ley Act last fall. And the men 


RCA’s new set, which wiil retail 
at $166. will compete with a large 
one Philco is marketing. Philco, 
_ineidentally, is also building the 
$30 units Columbia will cell on 
which its new long-playing disks 
can be played. These units are 
‘made to be attached to conven- 
‘tional radio or  record-player 
, Speakers. 


Burn at Increase 
In A.C. Pay Scales 


Bandleaders who contemplate 
bookings in Atlantic City this sum- 
mer are burning over the new scale 


| boost laid down by the resort city’s 
| American Federation of Musicians 


' local. 


Per man price for travelling 


' bands was hopped last week from 


/$112 to $127 weekly. 


It will have 


|a fairly sharp effect on deals al- 
| ready consummated for the Steel 
| Pier and other spots, which were 


‘closed by 


maestros at overall 
prices based on the then existing 


Continues Ban 


“a 


ee 


Pending disposition of the suit. 
No royalties of any kind are being 
Paid until it is adjudicated. 
Meanwhile, New York attorney 
Lee Eastman is preparing and in-| 
tends to file this week answers to 


the suit lodged men. Lat- tended holding it until recording 
ter charges ao cee is an in- is resumed, but since Rainbow has 


who will oppose the Blues for re-| Only hitch in the two ventures scale. 
election want to be certain that is that Columbia's marathon disks | Agencies and bandleaders look 
the reigning party will not dis- | cannot be played on the RCA- upon the action of the A. C. local 
tribute the —o in a manner | Victor portable. Grooves of Co as another instance wherein ex- 
a get to < them at the |jumbia’s platters require a micro- | ecutives of AFM locals all over the 
polls next December. ‘scopic pickup needle, since they ‘country are deliberately kicking 
are impressed on the disks so | up travetting-band scales, It’s de- 
frin “Be bought the disk which brought the| Bem Blwe has been signed for 10 | Closely’ together. It may be pos- signed as a means of discouraging ; 
Cain May Wen rt.” on gen san ‘song to its attention, and intends | weeks on the Tivoli circuit, Austra- | Sible to interchange needles. how- eter « Fc combos upon work 
man Yablokoff for his “Papiros- marketing it immediately, that | lia, starting in Sydney, June 14. ever. to allow the playxg of them opportunities ha otner 
sen,” Yiddish operetta, years ago. stance-may change. He planed out last week. ee eee en 


westera Acorn label. It’s one of 

the few times an indie has bought 

a master from a smaller indie. 
Leeds owns the tune. It had in- 
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Wednesday, June 9, 1943. 


Jocks: Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 


Jose Melis—“Eli Eli,” “Minuet” 
(Mercury). Rumba treatment of 
the Hebrew melody by the brilliant 
4ging of Melis may turn out well 
in the larger population centers. 
It stands repetition. Not quite as 
exhilirating but still containing | : dat J 
f spark and dash is the Latin- |Sion of “Tabu, 


VARIETY - 
Reject Pub Buy of Tone (Columbia Drastically Cuts Costs 
mes canes foo ee Ty Meet Slump: Cancels Disk Jocks, 
Advertising, Folds Midwest Plant 


tune, “Love Somebody.” Tune is 
being kept within the pair’s own 
—¢ Columbia Records has put what 
amounts to almost a complete 


} : Kramer-Whitney firm and Ed 
the group. Other side’s oldie also |McCasker has been hired to plug 
freeze on its pop disk advertising 
budget. As a further move toward 























registers with a wallop. ithe song, which came to attention 
Ted Heath Orech—*Tabu,” “Sabre | via the Doris Day-Buddy Clark Co- 

Dance Boogie” (London). Platter |lumbia Recording of it. 

gets in a little too late to siphon; Pair feel that since the record- 

off some of the excitement on |ing launched the tune and is push- 

“Sabre Dance” but that Heath ver- |ing it they need no help from a 

brilliantly instru- | major pub. 











Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 





5) 2 | ) < ‘ ri “ ” j j i i osts 
Americas slanting of Paderewski’s | mente d and loaded with unusual | . “Nature Boy ct ge he out “ne winlsesle 
“Minuet.” foo Mla Saag ges Pegs be played | Retail Sheet Music Seller slump in the business, company 

Buddy Clark—“Where the Apple | Pe ae eae “Nature Boy last week ordered its ad agency, 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“You Can’t be True Dear” 


British Best Seiler 
“Galway Bay” 


trsin-icoen Origin 
For Clark ‘Blossoms’ 
Has Tin Pan Puzzled 


New York music biz circles have 
been trying unsuccessfully to de- 
termine the source of the organ 
accompaniment for Buddy Clark’s 
Columbia recording of “Where the 


McCann-Erickson, to cancel CRC’s 
entire pop disk jockey lineup. This 
involves around 170 jockeys and 
an expenditure of close to $70,000 
a week. Order also affects pop 
disk advertising in print. & 
| While the Masterworks-phase pi 
CRC has also been sharply shaken 
by the slump, the tendency for the 
present is not to curtail advertis- 
ing in that division te an appre- 
ciable degree. Company’s general 
policy is to conserve as much pop 
ad funds as possible during the 
summer months and should sales 
show signs of picking up in the ~ 
fall direct these savings into what- 
ever newer ways of selling that 
have been developed by an -experi- 
ment in the meantime: 


Decca Aboard 
‘Woodpecker 


one Noro Morales Sextet—‘Perfume 
Blooms Fae) ket in 2 Oe Gardenas,” “Silencio” (Coda). 
You” (Columpbia/. Morales’ charm hits a high level on 
this platter. First, a bolero, is just 
as exotic as its title, while the 
coupled rumba mixes a sparkling 
mMeiody wiih a quickening rhythm. < 
Oddly, Morales can reap more ex- Recording companies continue to 
citement out of a sextet than he | cut masters of songs they either 
can out of his full orchestra. | missed before the start of the disk 
Alan Dale—“My Happiness,” ban or others which have come into 
“Tea Leaves” (Signature). The click | POPularity since. Decca, for ex- 
potential here is “Leaves,” even ample, iast week climbed aboard 
though this comer among the/the hit, “Woody Woodpecker.” It 
young crooners will have compe- | made a disk in Hollywood with the 
tition fom Ella Fitzgerald (Decca) | Andrews Sisters and Danny Kaye, 
= Jack Smith (Capitol), who are} with harmonica background. 
also out in the field with harmon- Capitol also is doing “Wood- 


sca-backed quickies. |pecker,” while M-G-M, which 
hasn’t made a masters of any kind 





My Favorite Five 


Fred Jackson 
WWEZ, New Orleans 
“Serenade in Blue” (Glenn | 
Miller). i 
“In the Blue of the Evening” 
(Tommy Dorsey). 
“What Makes the Sunset” 
(Frank Sinatra). 
“Trumpet Blues” 


James). ‘ 
“Chattanooga Choo - Choo 


(Glenn Miller). 








(Harry 





= —————— 
rushout, with an organ acc., to 
meet whatever trade there may 
ensue from a glimmer of interest 
aroused by a vagrant recording of 
the tune in Toledo. Clark intones 
this simple little bittersweet mel- 
ody and ditty, curiously of almost 
the same theme as “You Can’t Be 
True, Dear” and “Hearts Win, You 
Lose,” with a broad accent on the 
tremolo. “Slave,” unlike “Blos- 





some,” was cut prior to the AFM |. . 


ban and is of minor merit. 


Frankie Laine—‘Baby, Don’t Be 
Mad at Me,” “Put ’Em in a Box, 


Platter Points 

Pee Wee Hunt debuts on the 
Capitol label with a spicy mixture 
of Dixieland via ‘Twelfth Street 
Rag.” Other side’s “Somebody 
Else, Not Me” should have been 
left to rest under the accumulated 
dust of the years. ... Pied Pipers 
(Capitol) crowd lots of smooth har- 
monizing into ‘Judaline,’ but the 
string embellishments run away 
with the reverse side, “Smiles.” 
. Freddy Martin Orch (Victor) 
shakes up an enticing quality of 
Latin-American rhythm with “Ca- 
ramba! It’s the Samba” and is con- 


in this country since the ban be- 
gan, is having a side made in Eng- 
land. Victor’s plans on the tune, 
which was started by Kay Kyser’s 
Columbia recording, are undis- 
closed. 

Capito!, incidentally, is using the 
first of the musical backgrounds it 
was expected to make in England, 
on a Margaret Whiting recording. 
Jim Conkling, Cap’s musical direc- 
tor, has been overseas for weeks, 
and while the company hasn’t ad- 
mitted that he went abroad to pre- 
pare musical accompaniments with 
foreign musicians, it had been sus- 


Apple Blossoms Fall.” Columbia 
has variously stated that the organ 
background was made in England 
and that it was made before the 
ban. 

Tune, owned by Morris Music, 
was only taken by that company a 


wmonth or so ago, after it began 


showing up strongly in the Toledo 
area on a territorial label. All 
that’s known about the Clark 
disk is that the accompaniment 
was made first and he later fitted 
the lyric to it in Hollywood. 


7 Southerners Sued 





yesterday (Tuesday) that it has 
economic and operating adjust- 
ment. No other drastic steps 
toward plant curtailing, it was 
said, are planned. The company 
feels confident that by scrapping 
away ail unessentials in preductien 
and promotion while the dip is in 
effect and readjusting itself to a 
sales flow comparable to the one 
that prevailed prior to the war it 
can go along and make.a profit. 
Columbia went a long way to- 
ward drastic reductions in costs by 


sac ae ‘ , ” ionally sweet on the theme of aT Thitine’ foldi its ativel 

Tie ‘Em Up with a Ribbon” (Mer- | Vemtonally swee pected. Miss Whiting’s background olding its comparatively new 

cury). Even with the strong com- | !f | Were You.” .. . Janette Davis | on “Tree in a Meadow” will be in- F Dowell’s Debts King’s Mill, O., pressing plant. 
(Columbia) tries hard to invest | strymental. and it’s understood the or Some 600 people were involved in 


petish facing him on the tune, 
Laine should get himself a sub- 
stantial chunk of sales and juke 
plays with his perky variations on 
“Mad.” Coupled rhythm tune fares 
quite well under the Laine style of 
lyric propulsion. 

Frankie Carle Orch—“On a Lit- 
tle Village Green,” “Somebody 
Else's Picture” (Columbia). Pretty 
little melodies and pleasant dansa- 
pation but undistinguished stuff. 
Lynne Stevens fills “Somebody” 
vocal far more ingratiatingly than 
Gregg Lawrence dees in the case 
of “Village.” 

Woody Herman Orch—‘“I've Got 
News for You,” “Keen and Peachy” 
(Columbia). A race blues that is 
not especially bright or amusing 
and a Ralph Burns uninspired set 
of notes that’s converted into an 
even less inspired swing session. 

Tommy Dersey Orch—“Walk It 
Off,” “Let Me Call You Sweet- 
heart” (Victor). A combination 
slightly saucier and more enter- 
taining than the grade of waxed 
stuff that’s been released under the 
Dorsey tag for months. Particu- 


“Mad” won’t get the breaks it de- 
Serves. Harmonizing is snazzy, 
' with Tenor Bob Davis leading off 


“Put the Blame on Mame” and 
“Just a Shade on the Blue Side” 
with a personalized style of the 





| doesn't séem to strike fire. ... 


Arthur Godfrey stripe but it just 


|The Four Blues (Apollo) demon- 
‘strate a fairly good style of har- 
monizing of the Ink Spots school 
in “Honey Child,” with Tenor Car- 
roll Jones in the lead. 


Sweet Spinner 


Fort Worth, Tex., June 8. 


Paige Thompson, KXOL, is one 
of the few, if not the only girl disk 
jockey in Texas. This is the claim 
of KXOL where Miss Thompson 
spins platters, sings and makes 
with chatter. 

Miss Thompson is one of 10 final- 








ists in a nationwide “most glamor- 
ous disk joekey poll.” 


music was cut abroad by Conkling. 

Mercury Records will also have 
a version of. “Tree” made in the 
same way. 


Unbreakable Vinylite 
Key to Cap. Kid Sales 


Capital Records has started to 
market all of its kiddie disk output 
on vinylite as of this week. Idea, 
of course, is to attract sales on the 
basis of the unbreakable angle of 
that material. 

Surveys by Cap and other com- 
panies in recent months have prov- 
en that parents purchasing record- 
ings for youngsters are now mak- 
ing selections on the basis of disk 
durability. And that seems to be 
commensurate with disk-buying in 
all categories. 





Raleigh, June 8. 


Seven Raleigh businessmen are 

defenda ts in a suit by the First 
Citizens Bank and Trust Co. to 
recover $1,428. This is the unpaid 
balance of a loan to Horace Kirby 
(Saxie) Dowell, composer of 
“Three Little Fishies.” 
- Men are listed as G. E. Bobbitt, 
O. S. Slaunwhite, Calvin Zimmer- 
man, W. C. Savage, Joel B. Mar- 
tin, George A. Iseley and Ossie 
R. Williams. They were named in 
proceedings entered in Wake Su- 
perior Court as the underwriters 
of a $5,000 note signed by Dowell, 
who used the loan to help finance 
a postwar band. 

Bank’s complaint states that 
Dowell borrowed the money in 
March, 1947, and went bankrupt 
in December. The seven had 
signed a written guarantee to back 
him up on his payments. 











. LARIETY 1() Best Sellers on Com-Machi 


Week of June 5 





{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
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the King’s Mill operation, and all 
were laid off. 

Columbia, like other major com- 
panies, had been led into an over- 
expansion program by the wartime 
and postwar disk sales boom, 
which burst so suddenly soon after 
the Jan. } ban against recording by 


Columbia recently put up a new 
plant in Hollywood and, with its 
home plant at Bridgeport, it was 
claimed that the company had 900 
machines available, 175 on the 
Coast, 225 at King’s Mill and 500 
at Bridgeport. They represented 
tremendous p capacity 
which now isn’t half needed. 

Columbia made up its mind to 
close the midwestern plant only a 
week ago. Closing elicited from 
A. A. Wooley, its manager, com- 
ment to the effect it had to be done 
because ‘‘the sale of records has so 
fallen off in recent weeks.” His 
popoff burned homeoffice execs 
who would rather have completed 
the folding with as little fanfare 
as possible. 








been in New York more than a 
month, disposing of new tunes to 
be marketed by his new firm. 





Columbia management indicated 
about completed its blueprint for - 


American Federation of Musicians. * 


a 


larly different is the shuffle-off-to- 1. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (9) (Biltmore) .............. Jerry Wayne........ K. Griffin ° A 

Buffalo rhythmic effect with which 2. NATURE BOY (8) (Burke-VH) ............. «2... eee eee Mie Cee. 5. ik. Gs Capitol Selvin, yres Status ve 

‘Sweetheart is plied. “Walk” con- 3. WOODY WOODPECKER (2) (Leeds) ....................... Kay Kyser............Columbia : . 
potentldl, S cUMMtem et © WH: THLE QUARTOME (1 OP. BO 26... 2... . econ Spike Jones ............ Victor Clarified by Columbia “a 
ing and 3 Si lumbia Records official] 

fee ee ele & TOOSEE OURS BOSE C) Chen. Marrle).......:.>. + Ten Mecton Continental } lahore chases tec Bea Selvin aed 

Desi as a ee ee a Decca {| Mitch Ayres last week. However, 
mero.” “Jip Jone Cyne Reng 6 LITTLE WHITE LIES (13) VC) .............2.60-- eee se teeny <= at es S the company apparently changed 
hard to imagine either of these) 7. MY HAPPINESS (4) (Blasco) ............... 000000000 . Jon & Sandra Stecle.....Damon }| its mind to some extent since the 
precinets af ee een outside the |Z 8. BECAUSE (5) (Chappel) .................- 00. ceeee ee ee .. Perry Como............. Victor Selvin, who isDirecter:ef Pep 
trade However “Romero” prec ©, “See ee Ge ND 5 nic ccc dsdc cece wack cts» es Gee Art Mooney Tytrerr re: = M-G-M Artists and Repertoire under 
up as a likeable rumba Woody Herman.......Columbia $|Manie Sachs, retains that chore in 

Alvine Re Oo ! a “BR B e 16. SABRE DANCE (15) (Leeds) ee ee ee ee - Freddy Martin oe ae Vi ” addition to heading the kiddie 
Blues,” “Prien M cateiad” . division formerly presided over by 
(Capitol) Pree ANB yr . Coming Up Paul Apfelder. Ayres, Pop Musie 
bers slapped ah mer Director, in addition takes over as 
withent’ tana an cee eng” |¢ CUCKOO WALTZ (Chas, Hansen) ................2.--00- 000000 i Me ee Rondo ¢%|head of the Foreign Department, 
horns in on the eotnentery fad on FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) .................-+005 Tony Martin............- Victor oe “A goo a Both 
the knocked-out style of banjo in-|{ PUT ’EM INBOX (Remick). ......... «02... 0660 e eee ee ne eees King Cole. .....3.4.,.:ga BaP ee 
erpolation, but without any dis-| + MAYBE YOU’LL BE THERE (BVC) ....................0eseees Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca eae : , 
linctive impressions, while the : Freddy Martin........... Victor Britisher Billy Reid 
;Mowataina” -cxsarpt from the | § DICKEY BIRD GONG (Babbin) .......0...--2----+100 010-00 antes seed Setting London Co. 

. S& Waltz” score play Sammy Kaye............ Victor English songwriter Billy Reid 
any ng stamee a PELE, Bee O CUMS SOU: f= 5+ 8 0- co crews vere sige tere ees Ames Bros... .c06sccses: Decca will set up his own publishing com- 

- delightful poy sow Pajey lee (iit. Capitol ~|pany in London as soon as he gets 

delightful melody. | LAROO LILLI BOLERO (Shapiro) .................0.00 000000 oh aha capitol 31 Peck fo England. ‘He sailed Fiiday 
Se ey an A A gg A oc Anieaeie tines, Decea ¢| (4) morning. Firm will be called * 
oaege — stacks up as aces oe HEARTBREAKER (Leeds) Pecks + 86ben 6H 20 6 0 SEO 6 40.6 62006 COE EOD reer String Bend........ Palda scolion wis 2 caer oomae Beate. 
ve Jukes. Loaded with vocal an , {Jo Stafford .............Capitol 3] thing I Dream Is Possible.” assign- 
ertabesemer ren drive and that ion » HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) .......-. 066 ce euevneeee \ Perry Come Victor ai the US. to Tommy Velduere 
directions Round explodes in 2’ |$ WE JUST COULDN'T SAY GOODBYE (W&M) |................ Frank Sinatra ........ Columbia / Laurel Music. — 
is good but pace vis much too|? I'VE GOT CRUSH ON YOU (New World) ...................-5. Frank Sinatra......... Columbia J}, caeasheg s tiedane of pe Ferm 
draggy. I is. sade ae on bWbd 0.0 0 once socenende 5s 2M hl” Rape Universal Tree , 

Beale Street * Don’t ’ England by the Connelly firm, and 
Be Mad at Me” “ ae ” LOVE SOMEBODY (Kramer-W.) .........0 0-060 cee eens - Day Clark ...........Columbia in the U. S. by Shapiro-Bernstein, 
(M-G-M-). With ng Millis Bros. rl BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Joy) ........... secceccctccsccetes| EO COUN vescesosees Decca “Gypsy,” Leeds hit of last year, 
competition, this grooving of |¢ YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLIN’ (Mayfair) .............--.. BOND 5c caiavecinse: Regent I'll Close My Eyes,” ete. He had 
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oa ‘hall Inside Orchestras—Music 
| RETAIL SHEET BEST S | Akin to the saga of “Symphonie” by Alstone, which sprang to popu-~ 
larity while the songsmith was in hiding from the Nazis in the Alpes- 
: d ‘Maritimes in the south of France, Michel Emer’s song, “De l’autre 
VARIETY Cote de la rue,” when it first was waxed, likewise had a phoney author- 
RI (RSE se SEBEL fo} ship credit. Margaret Monnot assumed pseudo-authorship while Elmer 
; usie L Py 6 | was working with the underground. Song is being brought out in 
Survey of retail sheet m 6 g/L .o) Ols | America by Chappell soon under the title of “Just Across the Street. 
sales, based on reports obtained 3 O; ES > 2/2 Emer, who has just returned to Paris, following a six-month visit in 
from leading stores in 12 cities, & 2 & = 2. ce @ | = America, wrote a number of songs with Sammy ee eae 
i i sao a 4 |S isis “La, La, La, La” for Harms, which Bing Crosby waxed just before the 
y . s | Gh ; = (=! Sf , ’ : - . 
the sats yt ee o | & = ; a iSia}®@ | v le | &} r ban: “The Moon Is Your Pillow” for Danny Kaye, also a Decca artist; 
rating for this and last week. Ee | $ »im=@ io 1 = cE @ = o!| >| 0 and “Arm In Arm,” with Al Siegel’s lyric, which Monica Lewis and 
a /2 Lhe treigt fs ¥ s|é Sis tT Dennis Day recorded under the Petrillo wire. Edith Piaf brought over 
e gif rr S ia | ee ee a | - rs several of Emer’s songs for her U. S. tour, including “L’Accordioniste.” 
Ww ‘ Pi eels lez lal slslalg Sella 
; c c od = is]. =] Pru} <9 ; ; : a ‘ -vy recently 
CO; 4 Pig); Fi] w -| Bi oi sorge Grim, Minneapolis Tribune columnist, told a story recently 
National eek Ending a | ai& = £ 3 | = Be & 2 2 : inn ae amateur disk jockey who upset WXLT, Ely, Minn., a short 
Rating J 5 Eis iClole A eisigt= tain © time back and how FCC sleuths tracked him down. WXLT is alone in 
une > | Se = a Fifi «| = 4 2 § ® | i Ely and it was constantly losing listeners to Croatian music, which 
This Last z ls|& 4 - a < = | = | | = | N came up “out of thin air.” Since many Ely 8 gg ec a — 
; i i Sif l|eiaeieisi sg | r= | sieliasis| fF backgrounds, the music found favor, to WXLT’s dismay. Apparently 
= son Hen se ren ar mem ZlOlal@iaiai@lslalalals! _S somebody had a complete collection of rare disks. ; 
: See FCC sleuths were called in and they tracked down a guy broadcasting 
i 1 “Nature Boy” (Burke-VH) 8. rh Bod S. SF OS a 8 Oe the music from a closet in his home. “We've been listening to your 
2 4 “You Can't Be True” (Biltmore). 2 5 2 9 3 5 1 .. &a&.e ae: 91 music,” they told him, “and we'd like - ve how ty pod ol porroseee y 
- ” s 76 > rs ’ : rireless record player with antenna attached. 
3 2 .“Now Is the Hour” (Leeds)....... | ee ae 2 I Se, ee the guy showed them a wirel playe: Rape qesacnrenen 
” ; i =A He didn’t know about his audience and WXLT's burn, and was unaware 
4 6 “Baby Face (Remick) : aeeee 4 3 |e ee eee. os of any wrongdoing. 
5 5 “Yoolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris). 8 4 ek Al SR RP 6 8 6 6 ol WXLT now has the Ely air to itself. e 
6 3 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins) ; aS 2. 8 & =. &. 4 9 4% : eee 
r, i PY AEMOOOO) 4545... << oe. Oe Se 3 3 10 5 £39 Jack Kapp’s accidental tune-in on the giant Zionist rally a adiso 
: ~ i se ee eee iro-B) itt, th ee ee 8 7 #7 37 Square Garden, N. Y., several weeks ago—which turned away some 75,- 
a rl llr neat ER — i 000 people and accommodated nearly 20,000 within—touched off the 
9 __i1 “Little White Lies” (BVC) ..._. 10 _. , ae 4.5 3 36 Decca prexy’s decision to wax “Hatikvah” by Al Jolson. When he noticed 
10 8 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson).... 5 6 8 6 & @ .. | ee Se . 33 a spontaneous choral chant of the Hebrew anthem he was hit with the 
11 9 “Sabre Dance” (Leeds).......... 6 5 7 a Poe 8 24 idea that if another Decca star, Bing Crosby, can sing in Latin there s 
i2 “Heartb (Leeds) 5 6 ae no reason why Jolson can’t sing in Hebrew. Crosby’s “Adesta Fidelis” 
~- ene lhl ES — = — on and “Silent Night” are among his top sellers. Jolson at first pondered 
13 wt: “Four Leaf Clover” (Remick) jest ++ oes s' 6 8 lata ne oe 10 whether a popular singer should essay such an ancient tongue. Six 
14A 12 . “Manana” (Barbour-Lee)......... ‘ + wa ee 7 10 o6 -* 10 9 °° os 8 rabbis assisted him phonetically. 3 — eciheian 
14B “Tell Me a Story” (Laurel)...... G64. 2. ee. - ee eR 8 || The back-up “Israel” (which Bourne is publishing) was a fortuitous 
: | happenstance. It’s based on a traditional Yiddish folk melody which 
Jolson and Bennee Russell moderated into a spirited marching song. 














Ex-Waring Tooter Sues Leeds Music, which has been coming up with hit songs like clock- 


‘Deck of Cards’ Cited Best British Sheet Sellers 





As Infringement On 
Poem;-Tex Tyler Sued 


Phoenix, June 8. 

Suit against T. Texas Tyler, band- 
leader and sagebrush singer, was 
filed in federal court here Wednes- 
day (2) by Gordon H. Taggard, local 
poet. He charges copyright in- 
fringement of a poem tagged “The 
Gambler’s Bible,” and seeks an in- 
junction and $1 for each allegedly 
infringed copy. 

According to Taggard, he copy- 
righted his work in March, 1946, 
and that Tyler lifted much of the 
verse and worked it into the cur- 
rent “Deck of Cards.” Additional 
beef is that Tyler was responsible 
for copies of the number being re- 
produced on large scale, sans copy- 
right notice, leading to a series of 
piratical reproductions without re- 





gard for plaintiff’s rights. 








ORIGINAL 


DAMON RECORD D-11133 


MY HAPPINES 





(Week ending June 3) 
London, June 4. 


Galway Bay ..Box & Cox 
Golden Earrings ..... Victoria 
Teresa Cp ic ceo pure Sage Leeds 
DE EME fis cad amY 0 6 Wood 
Silver Wedding Waltz... .Unit 
eT eer Morris 


My Achin’ Heart... .Connelly 
Serenade of Bells..... Morris 
Tree in Meadow.....Cénnelly 
Reflections Water....Maurice 


Time May Change.. .Connelly 
Dream of Olwen....L. Wright 
Second 12 
Heartbreaker .. ..Leeds 
Miranda . .....Kassner 
After All ....,Cinephonic 
eee EE sy on ees cs Gay 
Laroo Lili Bolero....... Dash 


Who’s Kissing Her.. Feldman 
Once Wintertime ..Cinephonic 
Be I os ek te a Chappell 
Laughing Samba....L. Wright 
You Can’t be True... Chappell 
Cousin Louella..... F. D. & H. 
Old Postman 





Maestro for ‘Extra’ Work 

Fred Waring was named defend- 
ant in a suit filed by Glen Moore, 
former cornetist with his band, in 
New York federal court. 
seeks $24,900 damages for extra 
services by Moore for Waring in 
1945 beyond his job as a musician. 

According to the complaint, 
Moore charges that Waring agreed 
to pay extra for his services as a 
vocalist and also for writing lyrics 
for his theme, bond and college 
songs. Moore claims that the extra 
work was done between May and 
October, 1945, and that Waring 
only paid him $100. 

Complaint further charges that 
certain of Moore’s ideas were copy- 
righted for the benefit of both, but 
that Waring published “Early In 
the Morning,” for which Moore 
wrote the lyrics and also “Dig-Dig- 
Dig,” and two bond songs, without 


his consent or knowledge. 
NS 
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JON and SONDRA STEELE 


THERE. IS NO SUBSTITUTE 


Demand. DAMON D-11133 


DOUBLE YOUR SALES 


DAMON RECORDING STUDIOS, INC. 


1221 BALTIMORE, KANSAS CITY, MO. 


ne a ee er" 
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‘Pubs Claim BBC Slights 


| broadcast” ban on dance bands, 


work in the past six months, is currently grabbing off about 25° of 
the plugs logged by Peatman. Last week, for example, the firm had 
five tunes within the first 25 listed by the log, headed .by “Woody 
Woodpecker,” the new novelty hit, and followed by ‘Now Is the Hour,” 
“Just Because,” “Heartbreaker” and ‘‘Sabre Dance.” 

Though music sales are way down, “Hour” has reached a total sale 
of approximately 800,000 copies, which is a wartime figure. Columbia 
Records, incidentally, is pointing up a new Leeds tune that was re- 
corded nine years ago by Toni Harper. It’s called “Candy Store Blues.” 





Listeners to Marvin Ellin’s WCAO, Baltimore, disk show selected 
“Smile, Darn Ya, Smile” as the coupling for Columbia Record’s reissue 
of “You Darlin’,” both by orchestras under the direction of Ben Selvin, 
Columbia exec. Ellin a few weeks ago put Selvin’s ‘Darlin’ ” on the air 
as a gag to show how bad were some oldtime disks. And the side, made 
by Selvin in the ’20s, became a local hit. Columbia, planning to re- 
issue it, sought a new backing and Selvin took six other old Columbia 
sides to Baltimore, played them on the program and asked listeners to 
select the choice. “Smile,” incidentally, has a vocal by Joe Mooney, 
current accordion trio leader, and a clarinet solo by Benny Goodman. 





A song Bill Brant, disk jockey at KDKA, Pittsburgh, wrote 10 years 
ago, while only 17 and still a high school student, will be issued by 
Mercury label in another week or so. Brant’s tune had been kicking 
around locally for some time, getting lots of attention in Pittsburgh but 
nowhere else, until near the waxing ban deadline. It was then plattered 
by Jerry Shelton Trio, Billy Beach on vocal. Leach, incidentally, is a 
KDKA alumnus, now a staffer at WBBM, Chicago. 





With Paul Whiteman’s book, “Records For Millions,” hitting the stalls 
recently under the Hermitage Press imprint, Columbia Records 
has arranged with the publisher to market an album of disks selected 
by the maestro which will bear the same jacket design and title. They’re 
set for distribution before June. 15. Tome is a guide to record collect- 
ing and has an introduction by Deems Taylor. It’s to be translated 
into several languages for overseas editions. 





outside broadcasts from their own 
dance halls, and are not, like the 
London bands, always within easy 
reach of a broadcasting studio. 


Pact - New Tune Plugs; 'They also complain that the BBC 
Outside Ban Stirs Stix | has not been over generous at any 


ra aya fren i studio broadcasts for 
Within a month of the signing bay <P eee 
of the anti-song plugging agree- | 
ment between the British Broad- | 
casting Corp. and music publish- 
ers, the first complaint has been 
received by the publishers them- 
selves. They accuse the BBC of 
violating the agreement by giving 
less time on the air to new dance 
tunes. Under the agreement, say 
the pubs, BBC guaranteed a good 
hearing for new numbers and new 
arrangements. 


Now, with the prices of arrange- 
ments, which may cost as much as 
$120, pegged at the utility level 
of $40 maximum, bandleaders can’t 
afford new arrangements and the 
BBC is adhering to the scale laid 
down. Result has been a large 
scale revival of old tunes and old 
arrangements. 


Opposition to 





The Alan McPaige Trio finished 
ll-month run.at Hotel Warwick’s 
Raleigh Room, N. Y., Saturday (5) 
and opened Monday (7) at the 
Island Chub, in the Severn river, 
Severn, Md., for two-weeks-with- 
options. 








the “outside 
following the dispute, between the 
BBC, Musicians union and the 
Dance Band Directors Assn. over 
fees, is coming from provincial 
dance bandleaders. 

Leaders of bands in the north, 
Scotland and northern Ireland are 
discussing what they describe as 
a “serious threat” to their liveli- 
hood. The decision on outside 
broadcasts was taken in London, 
they say, without reference to 
them or their special problems. 
Many of them depend on regular 
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Can. Theatre Ops 
Eye CAPAC Boost 


Toronto, June 8. 

Preliminary to return next 
month from England of William S. 
Low, general manager of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers Assn. | 
of Canada, film exhibitors are lin- | 
ing up in expectation of CAPAC | 
increasing its theatre rate schedule | 
for 1949. New Canadian rates may | 
be based on the ASCAP scale, | 
which would jump the tariff some 
66°, but exhibitors are strenuously 
opposing this; they’re willing to 
accept a possible 25% overall tilt. 

With reorganization of CAPAC 
late in 1947, which is placing Low 
at the helm, music ORG and Cana- 
dian exhibitors agreed to permit 
existing rates to stand, CAPAC 
promising no tariff in| 





increased 
1948 but it definitely could be ex- | 
pected in 1949. | 

In Europe to attend the Inter- | 
national Copyright Convention in 
Brussells, Low will also huddle 
with the British Performing Rights | 
Society before homing to Toronto | 
the first week in July. Meanwhile, | 
the Motion Picture Theatres Assn. | 
is holding preliminary meetings | 
and preparing their brief. In event | 
of disagreement, the matter will 
be submitted by both groups to the 
Canadian government’s Copyright 
Appeal Board which, after hearing 
all pros and cons, will determine | 
the royalty rates. 

Existing Canadian royalty tariff | 
is; 1,600 seats and over, 15c; 801 to 
1,599, 12c; 800 seats and under, 10c. 
The present ASCAP levy, whieh | 
CAPAC would like to introduce | 
into Canada, is; 1,500 seats and |} 
over, 25c; 800 to 1,499, 20c; 500 to | 


799, 15c; 400 to 499, 121%c; up.to| 
399, 10c. | 





In Goodman Biz, Asks 


Rebate on Philly Date 


Philadelphia, June 8. 

Frank Palumbo, operator of the | 
Click nitery here, is wrangling | 
with Benny Goodman for a rebate | 
of the coin paid the leader for a 
week at the spot, which ended 
Saturday (5). Goodman, it’s said, 
drew $4,500 for his sextet and | 
business didn’t warrant that kind 
of coin. 

Meanwhile, Palumbo’s Ciro’s a 
few blocks from the Click, has 
been doing biz with Louis Arm- 
strong, who opened June 1 for 
two weeks. Armstrong has taken 
over some of the air time the 
Click used. He gets two shots 
nightly on local outlets. 





Mercury Marketing 
Khachaturian Album 


Mercury Records will market its 
first classical release this week of 
an album of Aram Khachaturian’s 
“Violin Concerto” cut on five 12- 
inch records. Unusual aspect of 
the company’s initial venture into 
the longhair field is that it will put 
the album on counters in a fancy 
pseudo-leather album (padded) to 
sell at $7.50. 

Mercury claims that the disks 
are unique among current U. S. 
pressings in another way—they 
contain 22% shellac, which, if true, 
is considerably more than the av- 
erage U. S. pop disk is made with 
at the moment. The styff is too 
expensive for profitable use in 
even fair-sized amounts. RCA-Vic- 


Palumbo Disappointed 
| 





tor, for example, uses a plastic 
substitute. 
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: > ° > S 
Survey of retail disk best 7 Clg! Ss ae © 
sellers, based on reports ob- © = 4 o 2 } D 
tained from leading stores in i Zlsl slo/Pl-lzele 
12 cities, and showing com- - a ale El] 2 %| 2 5 = 4 T 
parative sales rating for this ey of _.j;e/2| s12eis 5 5 e PA . 
and last week. =| Se) eis sis S iv, ele/Sia : 
S| §1s/8/ 8/7 ein slsiale| 4 
12) 2) gi—e]Q gio E Q z = L 
° |e = | a 7 | g zig! e@ | s | 
Nationa Week Ending 1} =] 6] 2/8] 218 i weig|aje) ° 
ati - | Tin TS 7 7¥ lel > ° 
Rating = | (i518) S171 Sl Tiel] & oO 
une mi @i Si @ = ih 5 e=ie;s s S i 
| es] O| Sila; (6); Sissi e/a] § N 
:  *% © be =“ a] ~ = P+ = | e 
This Last Fl =| S| silalas/e |S i/flgeiaz T 
wk. wk.  Artist,Label, Title __ zicolalse!|SilalaelalalSlie/sl s 
KING COLE , (Capitol) 
1 1 “Nature Boy” 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 as 2 8 108 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) ae — 
2 3 “You Can't Be True, Déar’’.. . <2 ok: 2. ae ee Z 1 1 3 92 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) nes er: 
3 2 rs “Little White Lies’. . ; 4 o: &- 3 a 3 1 1 84 
~ ANDREWS SISTERS ne ada ia waa aro el ake . 
4 4  “Toolie Oolie Doolie” Pas 6 9 ae €.. 2 35 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) 
5 7 “My Happiness” 4 1 8 ; 9 31 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
6 “Ww illiam T ell” Overture” 8 4 5 2 25 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
711 __ “Woedy Woodpecker Song” 5 3 9 4 23 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
8 e. -* “Dickey Bird Song” 3 5 8 6 22 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
9 6 “ ‘Haunted Heart”... Serre eee 5 3 6 10 20 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
ee A. Pre 10 7 4 a9 18 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) 
11 9 “St. Louis Blues March”......... 10 10 ~=5 6 13 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
12 “Because” 6 6 +] 12 
BING CROSBY ‘Deceal- 
13 9 “Now Is ne Tews”. eel ote 4 : 1) 
GRACIE FIELDS (London) . 
14 “Now Is 9 adi i I 8 4 10 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) od 
15 12 “Maybe You'll Be There”’........ 2 9 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
16A 13 “My Happiness” . Rae eee a 10 8 
LARRY CLINTON menenes 
1§6B “Dickey Bird gee ee Se 9 5 8 
SPIKE JONES Victor) 
17A “By the Beautiful Sea” 4 7 
TONY.MARTIN (Victor) 
17B 13 “For Every Man a Woman”...... 4 7 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
17C 11 “Manana” mS 10.60=| (69 2 
ii, ~ J. SMITH- CLARK SIS. (Capitol) 
17D “Tea Leaves” toe eee i. 4 7 
So FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
Te Bee Fe La Sic rerey 5 6 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
18B 13 “Shine” ... ........-..--.--+-- 5 6 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
18C “You Were ¢ Only Fooling”........ 5 i 6 
FERKO STRING BAND (Palda) 
18D “Heartbreaker” ................ is ‘ Se . 3 6 
FIVE TOP : ; : ‘ 
PROGRESSION « MUSIC FOR INSIDE U.S.A. MILLER 
SONG OP JAZZ ROMANCING Orig. Cast MASTERPIECES 
ALBUMS OUR TIMES Stan Kenton Paul Weston 9. Glenn Miller 
Decca Capitol Capitol Victor Victor 
Majestic Records Prez Mercury Signs New AFM Board Lifts Permit 
Goes Over to Bendix Of Foch Allen in Dispute 


Majestic Records lost its presi- 
dent, Parker Erickson, to Bendix 
last week. Erickson, a v.p. of Ma- 
jestic Radio & Television, and head 
of the recording division, resigned 
to become director of sales for 
the Bendix outfit, which has its 
homeoffice in Elkhart, Ind. 

Majestic is still involved in its 
Chapter il of the Chandler Act 
difficulties. 








Jerry Johnson, Peer Prof. mgr., 
bought a farm in Clinton, N. J. 


Singers; Dubs Voices 
On Brit. Backgrounds 


Chicago, June 8. 
Mercury Records last week 


‘signed two vocalists and a singing 


quintet. All are putting out spe- 
cial releases this week or next. 
Vocalists are Anne Vincent and 
Tommy Ryan. Quintet is the 
Honeydreamers. Ryan also ree- 
ords with Chuck Foster orchestra. 

All are being backed by British 
cut accompaniment. 


SS 





saaeeene 


Sister Rosetta Tharpe’s difficul- 
ties with her former husband and 
manager, Foch Allen, were tem- 
porarily settled recently. Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians Board 
decided to dismiss Allen’s claim 
for $6,400 in back commissions. 
Board also voted to revoke his 
AFM license. 


Difficulties between Miss Therpe {0 
and Allen started a little over a 
year ago when the couple were 


divorced. 
sear! 












SPA Council OKs. 
MPPA Deal Terms 


Council of the Songwriters Pro- 
‘'tective Assn, put its official okay 
last Thursday (3) on the terms of 
'a new deal the organization’s nego- 
‘tiating committee worked out with 
‘the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. after’ 20 months of wrangling. 
All that remains is for the at- 
torneys of both factions to complete 
the drafting of a contract form in- 
corporating the final terms and for 


| both sides to sign. 


| rights 


Two things held up the final 
'agreement for several months. 
/One stemmed from the foreign- 
aspect of writer-publisher 


| negotiations and the other from the 


| 
| 


| Percentage of deductions made by 
Harry Fox, publisher trustee, from 
mechanical, transcription and syn- 
chronization fees. 

Foreign-rights stymie occurred 
after U. S. publishers agreed that 
they would not assign a writer’s 


isong to a foreign publisher for 
|more than 28 years, the length of 
‘the initial term of a U. S. copy- 


right. 


England’s copyright law 


|calls for 50 years beyond the death 


/of an author. 
ig, 8. 
song from one U. S. publisher to 


This meant that if a 
writer wanted to move his 


| another for the term of his second 
'28 years of copyright, he couldn’t 





writer’s demands, 
couldn’t change the foreign copy- 
right law. So they decided that in 
the event a writer took his song to 
a second publisher for his second 
term of copyright, all income from ° 
the foreign deal made by the initial 


bring to the second pub the foreign 
rights, which had already been as- 
signed by the first pub for that 50 
|years beyond death. 


in agreeing to the 
U.S. pubs 


However, 


pub of his song, would accrue di- 
rectly to the writer. 
This settlement was _ stymied, 


| however, by bulk deals some U. S. 


| pubs 


have with foreign firms. 


| These deals couldn't be changed. It 


| was agreed by the writers and pubs 
| that all foreign rights to U. S. songs 
‘sold beyand April 30 last would be 


| under the terms that return the 
j|income from foreign rights to the 


|U. S. writer after 28 years. 





“And 
no bulk deal can be in existence 
under the old terms beyond April 
30, 1950. 

As for the Fox deductions for 
collecting, it was agreed by both 
sides that they would split costs. At 
one time writers sought to get pubs 


.|to pay the entire costs, but the lat- 


ter flatly refused, Fox’s 242% on 
mechanicals, 10% on transcriptions 
and 10% on synchronization (up to 
a maximum of $150) would remain 
as is and be borne evenly by both 
sides. ‘ 

There are many other changes, 
including the chwice toa writer of 
a flat of sliding scale of royalties 
on sheet sales, but none is bothered 
by the retroactive terms of the 
contract, which is for 10 years be- 
ginning Jan. 1, 1947, when the old 
agreement expired. 


‘SMILE’ INFRINGED, SUN SUES 

Charging that the tune, “I'll 
Never Smile Again,” was publicly 
performed for profit without a 
proper license, Sun Music, filed 
suit in New York federal court 
against a N. Y. restaurant operated 
yA Barbara Kelly called the Tiger 
Lily. 

Action seeks an injunction re- 
straining further infringement, plus 
damages. Song allegedly was used 
April 1, 1948 and various other 
times. 
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Words and Music by HUBERT A. NELSON and JAS. D. TOUCHSTONE 
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The top 35 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office 6f Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of May 28-June 3, 1948 
A Fella With An Umbrella—i“Easter Parade”..... Feist 
a OR a a, oe ee eee Shapiro-B 
At a Sidewalk Penny Arcade .................... Robbins | 
gg 2 go ee hy ee ae Tee Fe sick 
Better Luck Next Time—*“Easter Parade” . Feist 
Betty Blue ......- Bloom 
Beyond the Sea . LOE eee Chappell 
Blue Shadows On the ‘Trail—?' ‘Melody Time” . Santiy-Joy 
Crying For Joy . i% . .Monaco 
Don’t Blame Me 5 AS rr ae ee Warren 
Dream Girl—‘“Dream Girl” .......... . Famous 7 
Encore Cherie .. Miller 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” ......... Williamson t| 
Se ae) SP on eae arr ea ha ... Leeds 
I May Be Wrong . Advanced z| 
It’s Masie—*“Romance On <8 de OS gare eee eee Witmark + 
It’s You Or No One OF ie gia ee reer” Remick 7 
peg a Se eee ee eee Shapiro-B 
Seen eees ee Fee Shee BVC / 
I eg ts ei ts Sawin 6 eset bd ole w <ey Burke-Vil 
ee ea vb aes b is bs cee eines ... Leeds 
aaa a ar Sera .. Goldmine t 
Put "Em In a Box—** Romance « on High Re Remick z 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You ............... Crawford + 
Sabre Dance necro aes + 
Serenade (Music Played On a ‘Heartstring) int ated Duehess ; 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby .......-........-... Berlin 
ean RR ey Sr cn. ewes eteeeeseurees Laurel . 
ET Re... am qevbeeses C. K. Harris 
We Just Couldn't Say Goodbye dad ..+....Words-Musie 
What Do I Have To Do—7“Are You With It” eek ss BVC 
die A eee Leeds 
ae CG re eA Pn Se oe ete ke te eee Biltmore 
You Were Meant For Me—+“You Were Meant”. . Miller 
You're Too Dangerous Cherie . Harms 





The remaining 22 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


re ck eck aeeaee ecb eusecs *Patmar 
I gg cing echt kaerecdesoeccce Martin 
I ee ch a ee keto eeeees st Eneore 
Re IS =, So ee at Be ccs coma tenes Southern 
For Every Man There’s a Woman—j“Casbah’’.... .. Melrose 
eS EE cas ahs. coe ce wees eewep aces BMI 
Heeram Var: Eave--<t"Caemeh” .. cc. ee eee en Melrose 
5 Wee Bios TS VES: « awed cc ccc tweeeess Jefferson 
I'd Give a Million Tomorrdéws ................... Oxford 
Yll Always Be In Love With You................. Shapiro-B 
I'm Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover Remick 


Only Happens I Dance With You—7‘‘‘Easter Parade” Berlin 


SE cP ke Gin es 0 476 no hb ds sa oe 808 BMI 
Syke ate tae bs Fees. dike whe die T. B. Harms 
fe ES ae eee ir earirr United 

My Gal Is Mine Once More SR ey eee Crawford 
NN CG bo inh Ras kee Sao bis Bourne 

Sat. Night Central Park—**“Make Mine Manhattan” T. B. Harms 
Takin’ Miss Mary To the Ball. .:................. Miller 
ci RR Un Re Regent 
WEES. WOREG PUGET BSR. Sida spi picts cece wees Robert 

You Turned the Tables On Me .................. Fox 





* Legit Musical. t Filmusical. 





— Band Review . 
BERNIE CUMMINS ORCH (12) 
With Jeanne Bennett 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 

Annual date by Bernie Cummins’ 
crew is becoming a must at the 
Terrace Grill. Perennial visit this 
spring stacks up as have most 
visits in the past—a _ of home- 
coming ess 
moderately good though not big. 

Cummins goes in mostly for 
standard dance rhythms, living up 
to the monicker of “two-four king” 
once pinned on him by rival maes- 
tres. It’s entirely danceable, and 
just about what goes with dinner. 
Leader mixes it up somewhat, toss- 
ing in @2 Latin number now 
then, rounding out with a novelty 





ent it’s a 
Walter on 
his frau, Jeanne 


for long, however, the 
twe are retiring to leok after the 
Cummins’ bakery interests in Co- 
lumbus, O.). Bernie chants a nov- 
elty lyric mow and then, but that 
is more or less a . Quin. 


i 





Maestre Meyer Davis has turned 
eee songwriter for the -Republican 
Party with a 1948 campaign song, 
“Date in '48,” Te by Cam- 


JIMMY MeHUGH | ti: 


Ee within one week on Club 15 (CBS Network) of our 
song. 


ce REMEMBER MAMA 
TOBEY Music 1650 Broadway, Suite 
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3] out getting its 








Continued from page 9 =e 


an se 
his speech to reviewing the entire 
history of his strategems, conflicts 
and negotiations in attempting to 
gain added employment from radio, 
the AFM chief reprised his last en- 
counter with broadcasters, from 
which, he admitted, he emerged 
with a Mexican standoff. “The 
eards,” he went on, “were stacked 
| against us. We had $26,000,000 in 
| wages tied up in radio and we were 
| afraid that if we held’ out too long 
'we might lose that. We realized 


Bands rs Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Bund Hotel Played Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*.... Wa!dorf (400; $2) ............ 35 2,375 75,100 
Elliott Lawrence... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 2 1,650 7,625 
Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).. 5 1,550 6,600 
Jehnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 82 800 74,050 
Lawrenee Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 12 =: 4,625'=—s: 117,700 
Boyd Raeburn .... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) .... 3 900 2,750 
Carmen Cavallaro... Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......... 3 3,725 11,125 





that it would be wrong to try to: 


recoup the $541,000 we had lost 
from local stations, and so after 
holding out as tomug as We could We 
made a 
vision.” 

Petrillo, 
and Taft-Hartley Acts made it im- 
' possible tor the union to fight with- 
“brains beat out,” 


| advised the delegates when they 


} 
| 


he 


got back home to tell their fellow 


ee that there no longer Was | 


“free labor movement” and pre- 


dicted that if the AFM did survive 


r 


the present political trend it would 
be because it was too powerful to 
crush. He apologized to the small | 
loeals for not being able to do any- 
thing for 
with the networks and assured 
them that the New York, Chicago 
and Los Angeles locals were will- 
ing to sacrifice much in the smaller 
locals’ behalf. 


In his closing remarks the AFM 
prez said that he was sorry he 
could not offer any “ray of sun- 
shine.” To him the future of the 
union looked dark. “Industry is 
now running ‘the show,” he con 
tinued, “and the Republiean can- 
didates I see leok like one brother 
to the other. I knew you wanted 
the truth, and [I’ve given it to 


‘ you.” 


At only one point did Petrillo 
give with an oldtime exhibit of 
his bitter inveetive. 
was an official ot the National 
Assn. for the Advancement of Col 


deal on radio and tele- | 


charging that the Lea | 


them in his pao hon A 


The target | 





* Donald Richards at Waldorf; Ice Show at New Yorker. 





Chisses 


Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Doing nicely with 3,900. 


Jazz at Philharmonic (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $3.50 min.). Squares 
don’t tumble to Helen Humes and jazz group. Poor 2,000. 


Ray Merten (Mayfair Room, 
Carl Brisson continues to draw. 


Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Fine 3,000. 


Grin Tucker (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach, 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Fair 2.800. 


be came 
ase anew 


ut inte attendance here 


' 





Los Angeles 


Jan Garber (Diltmore; 


Frankie Carle (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Deathly 1,900 tabs. 
900; $1-$1.50). 


Poor 2,300 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


i} second week. Excellent 2,700. 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 


Gay Claridge (Blackhawk: 500; $2.50 min.). 
500; $3.50 min.). 


Loeal fave did better 


Final week of revue 


headed by Willie Shore, sock 5,500. 


Henry King (Aragon; 


| Fair 14 ,000. 


' temperatures. Fair 15,000. 


$1-$1.15 adm.). 
Griff Williams (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


Minor heat wave hit b.o. 


First week also hurt by 





(Los Angeles) 


Les Brewn (Palladium | B., 








Hollywood, Ist wk.). Fair 8,300 callers. 


ee — 


Disk Jockey Talkback 


(With the following letter Va- 
RIETY inaugurates a coreer devoted 
to disk jockey affairs, with the ac- 
cent on the roundtable angle. It 
will be an avenue for the exchange 
of ideas, memorabilia, personal 
observations with a trade slant, 
ete. In brief, a dbulletin-board for 
| Jockey correspondence. } 





Saginaw, Mich. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


ored People, who had protested; This is just a note to pass along 
against the AFM’s use of Consti- |4 few comments on a disk jockey 


tution Hall, Washington, D. C., for 
the staging of a free concert to 
which President Truman and mem- 
bers of Congress had been invited. 
Petrillo’s anger was based on the | 


fact that the NAACP took its gripe | 
ito the press instead of talking it 


out first with the union. 


As a sort of antidote to Petrillo’s | 


erestfallen report and dire predic- 
tions, the convention was treated 
to a 55minute newsreel dealing 


| shew is swell, too. . 


with the federation prexy’s appear- | 
ance in January before the House | 
Committee on Education and La- | 
bor, with Rep. Fred A. Hartley, | 


Jr., presiding. Documentary was 
adroitly edited, revealing Petrillo 
at his wittiest and resourceful best 
in treating with such subjects as 
democracy in the AFM, musician 


unemployment, foreign broadeasts, | 


contracts with the picture industry, 
television and FM, amateur or- 
ehestras and the recording ban. 
His sallies were greeted by the 
spectator-delegates with frequent 
bursts of laughter and approval. 
The reel appeared to reduce to 
some degree the pall of gloom that 


and | the speaker had left behind. 


Milton Diamond, general coun- 
sel to the AFM, is slated to report | 


review in the May 19 issue of 
| VanreTy. Under the heading of 
“The Old Collector,” your reviewer 
| goes into quite a rhapsody over a 
‘new idea being tried out in Kansas 
|City, Mo. In it your pen-pusher 
‘credits Glen Elroy’s KCMO stint 
| with a novel twist in featuring a 
half-hour shot with Ernie Johnson 
as a record collector. We think the 
. we've been 
doing it since last January! 
WSAM’s jockey, Freddy Krell, 
whe does daily stints from 7-9 a.m. 


Upbeat 


New York 


Tom Rockwell, General Artists 
prez, to Hollywood yesterday 














| (Tuesday) for six to eight weeks... 
| Jack Hallstrom, RCA-Victor exee 





will handle the Artists and Reper- 
toire chores of the company until 
Victor makes up its mind whether 
an individual or a committee will 
replace Eli Oberstein; Hallstrom 
was Oberstein’s immediate boss... 
Charles Delaunay’s new Hot Dise- 
| Ography, being published by Cri- 


to the convention today (Wednes- | terion Books, will be out July 15 


day) 
situation. There was no general 
session today (Tuesday), all the 
activity being confined to commit- 
tee work. Diamond has been meet- 
ing in recent weeks with members 


add of the recording industry. There 


were reports around the conven- 
tion that Diamond had on tap a 
crystallized propesition from the 
phonograph record segment of the 
industry, but this was discounted 
as “too optimistic” by an AFM 
board member. 

Also on today’s (Wednesday) 
agenda is a speech by Sen. Wayne 


Morse (R-Ore.). Wayne Coy, 
ehairman of the Federal Commu- 
nications will talk at 


Commission, 
Friday’s (11) closing session. Of 
special significance at the teeoff 
event was record press attendance. 
It marked the first time that spe- 
cial provisions and arrangements 
were made for coverage of an 
AFM meet. As Petrillo cracked in 
the early phase of his speech, “We 





on the phonograph record | 


..Morey Feld, former Benny 
Goodman, et al, drummer, formed 
own eight-piece band. 

John Schulman, music attorney, 
to Brussels for International Copy- 
right Convention as rep of 
UNESCO... Barelay Allen band 
signed by Capitol Records: he’s 
former pianist with Freddy Mar- 
tin...Jaek Richmond took over as 
head of Joe Davis music staff.. 
Joe Glaser of Associated Booking, 
back from Coast 0.0. of situation in- 
volving establishment of Holly- 
wood ABC office.. Columbia Ree- 
ords signed Jerry Wayne, who had 
recorded before the ban with 
CRC’s Dell Trio. 





Detroit 


Ray McKinley’s unit current at 
wood rrin Tucker 

at Walled Lake’s Casino for two 
weeks starting Friday (11) follow- 
ing Skinnay Ennis... When Freddy 
— bowed out of Jefferson 
Beach Ballroom Sunday Bobby 
Sherwood’s orchestra took over for 
week...Eric Correa bows out of 
London Chop House Tuesday (8) 





to go to Washington’ Ss Mayflower; 
Steel’s combo moves in. 


and 5:15-6 p.m., also handles a 
Saturday afternoon disk-matinee, 
“Krell’s Karnival.” This show is 
formated in quarter and half-hour 
segments, the most popular of 
which has been “The Record Col- 
leetor.” Saginaw is filled with 
scores of former topnotch bands- 
men, sidemen and baton benders 


| who rode for big time years ago 


when jazz was getting its first 
boost. Kreli has built a tremen- 
dous following in these men, and 
their old records, by his weekly 
30-minute sessions with them on 
the Saturday “Karnival.” 

It may be new and novel to Kan- 











sas City and KCMO but it’s just 
another local success story te 
WSAM. 


Sincerely yours, 
Saginaw Broadcasting Co., 
Jack D. Parker, 
Program Director. 


‘“SLAP ’ER 
DOWN AGIN, 
PAW” 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Remere, Pref. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Bivd. 1576 Breadway 
Hellywoed 46, Cal. New Yerk, N. Y. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbes 5-7880 
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The Nation's 
Biggest Request Song 


Td Give 
A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 









































FOR SALE 
PIANO ACCORDION 


Settime Seprani, 120 base, 8 steps. 


Latest Cardinial model. Bought in 
Italy in May. Bargain. Call ENdicott 
2-7807. 














America’s New lastramenta: Hit! 
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AGVA REGAINS FULL AUTONOMY 





Court Battle Set to Test Contract 
Of Nazarro with Buck & Bubbles 


Legal battle to determine the 
validity of Nat Nazarro’s contract | 

with Buck & Bubbles, comedy team, 
broke in the N. Y. supreme court | 
this week when Bubbles (John W.| 
Sublett) slapped Nazarro with an 
action to declare the pact void and | 
the latter countered with a suit | 
against Buck (Ford Lee Washing- | 
ton) to restrain a breach of the) 
ticket. Tied to the suits is the | 
question of whether the pact is one | 
of management or agency. | 

Noting that the contract calls for 
payment of 30% of the team’s earn- 
ings, Bubbles is pressing for a de- 
cision holding it invalid as against 
the general business law of the 
state. Nazarro, on the other hand, 
points to the pact as defining their 
relationship of employer and em- 
ployee. 

Nazarro, under the contract, 
guarantees the duo 28 weeks at 
$100 weekly. This consideration, 
Buck & Bubbles maintain, is ‘“‘in- 
significant and illusory” in view of 
the professional standing of the 
team. They point to a statement by 
Nazarro in his suit that Buck is 
“one of the greatest colored enter- 
tainers that ever lived.” The guar- 
antee, it is argued, is to disguise 
and distort the basic fact that the 
pact created an agency under which 
Nazarro would be entitled to a ceil- 
ing of 10%. 

Application for a temporary in- 
junction will be heard in the su- 
preme court Friday (11). Contract 















Lovely 
Lady 


of . 
Song 


A merica’s 
Foremost 


Marimbist 





CEORGE | 


GUEST 











|COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” The Show-Biz Gagazine with 

each $3.00 minimum order. 


Send 10c for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. 

NO C.0.D.'8 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th Street, New York 19 


under question runs for two years 
from March 14, 1947, with five one- 


| year renewal options granted to 


Nazarro only. 
Ernest Mahler of O’Brien, Dris- 


|coll, Raftery & Lawler represents 


Buck. Charles B. Scanlon is the 
attorney for Nazarro, while Ber- 
nard A. Grossman fronts fo: 


Bubbles. 





L.A. Million Dollar : 


Resuming Vaude 


Los Angeles, June 8. 
Town is going to get a fairly 
steady diet of vaude again, after | 


‘having been on straight pix since 


Million Dollar theatre dropped 
acts last autumn and _ instituted 
policy of second-run duals, a 
policy which didn’t pay off for) 
Sherrill Corwin, operator of the 
house. 

Corwin, in relighting on June)! 
16, will book spot himself an 
play shows through summer. If 
there’s any bloom on the biz and | 
if he can manage to round up|! 
enough attractions, he'll retain | 
policy into next season. One of 
Corwin’s big headaches in past has 
been to secure suitable attractions. 
Site caters primarily to Negro and 
Mexican clientelle and there’s such 
a paucity of playing time in the 
Far West, acts cannot be brought 
out here just for a Million Dollar 
date. 

A package show of three acts 
and Joe Liggins’ orchestra is set 


for June 16, at a flat $4,500, fol- | 


lowed by “Circo Flamante,” a 
south-of-the-border circus cur- 
rently on tent-time in Arizona. The 
Ravens, who have come in from 
NY primarily for a fortnight stand 
at Cricket Club at $2,000 weekly. 
will bunch together three other 
turn$§ and make a June 30 stand, 
getting a 50% cut of gross after 
first $2,500. 

Corwin has bought Nellie 
Lutcher for a flat $1,750 and will 
drape trio of acts around her July 
7 stanza. Roy Milton package fol- 
lows, and Dizzy Gillespie unit is 
set for July 20. There’s an open 
frame, then on Aug. 3 Lionel 
Hampton is penciled in at straight 
50% of gross for week, followed 
by King Cole Trio, Aug. 10, on 
ksame terms. More open time, then 


Frankie Laine unit, also in for, 


50-50 divvy of the receipts. 








FAGTIONS END 
Y TEAR BATTLE 


By JOE COHEN 





| way to self-government. 





Adler Pays 7006 
For Cal-Neva Lodge 


Las Vegas, June 8. | 
Sanford D. Adler, operator of El | 
Rancho Vegas Hotel, bought the | 
Cal-Neva Lodge at Lake Tahoe for 
$700,000 and will reopen it June 
18 with Tom Miles as manager and 
Jan Savitt’s orch providing music. 
Lodge is half in California and 
half in Nevada. Gambling is legal | 
on the Nevada side. 








Viv Segal’s Nitery Bow 

Vivienne Segal, musical comedy | 
songstress, will play her initial | 
nitery date at the Park Plaza hotel, | 
St. Louis, June 18. 

She’ll be accompanied at the 











piano by Jerry Bressler. 
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WORLD FAMOUS MENTALISTS 


VALDO and PRINCESS PAT 


| 


'many nominated at the 
.vention will most likely go off the 
‘list. Some are expected to de- 
_ cline, others who have been nomi- 
'nated for several posts will be 


After a nine-year history snarled 
with some of the worst bickering 
ever encountered in a show busi- 
ness trade union, the American 
|Guild of Variety Artists is on its 
The three 
day convention which ended Satur- 
day (5) at the Park Central hotel, 


|N.Y., adopted a constitution, the 


| first ever to be ratified by AGVA 
| delegates, nominated its first set of 
| officers, and established self- -gov- 
;ernment of a variety actors union 
| by variety performers. 
| Probably the most potent accom- 
plishment of the meet is the iron- 
ing out of sectional differences. It 
| Was an open secret prior to the 
meeting that the skids were 
igreased for perpetuation of the 
one-man control that existed dur- 
ing the greater part of the union’s 
turbulent history. However, in 
open discussion highlighted by the 
lack of smoke-filled backroom con- 
‘ferences, the 56 delegates arrived 
at decisions that bespoke a sincere 
feeling for the union’s welfare 
| despite the accumulating differ- 
| ences, 

The going was admittedly dif- 
ficult at first, but once the sincerity 
of all the delegates got across, 
| going was considerably smoother. 

There was trouble at the outset 
with the first order of business, 
adoption of the constitution’s 
ipreamble which determined 
|whether AGVA would be ruled on 
(Continued on page 46) 
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AGVA Nominates 
Officers, Board''.- 


Move to elect permanent officers 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists by delegates was defeated 
at the AGVA convention last week. 
Move was voted down after Hy 
Faine, head of the AGVA national 
committee and Jonas T. Silver- 
stone, AGVA attorney, took the 
floor to brand the plan a move to 
defeat the union’s democratic pur- 
poses. 

Both declared the membership 
in pre-convention meetings had 
been promised an opportunity of 
voting for their own officers. Asa 
result measure was voted down. 

Nominated for president are 
Alan Gale, Gus Van, Frank 
Yaconelli, Eddie Rio, Geergie 
Price and Harry Richman. 

First vice-presidential nominees 
are Jack Gwynne, Ralph Morgan, 
Will Aubrey, Bill Robinson, Joe 
Wallace, Jimmy Hollywood, 
ne ge Price, Buddy Walker, 

Wally Lane, Alan Cross. For sec- 
ond veepee, selections are Jack 
Edwards, Willie Shore, Gene Shel- 
don, Arthur Ward, Jack Baker, 
Harry Lewis, Joe Page, and Adam 
Di Gatano. Third v.p. candidates 
are Rajah Raboid, Larry Kent, 


| Frank Evers, Bob Ellsworth, Myron 
| Cohen, 


Maxine Gates, George 
Swift, Billy Meagher, Duke Stern, 
Gene Sheldon and Benny Fields. 

Recording secretary nominations 
'are Margie Coate, Bea Haven, 
Evelyn les, Benny Fields, Ben 
| Haskell, Phil Foster, Dorothy Car- 
roll, Betty Cox, Tom Auburn, 
Charles Brett. 


AGVA to Make Test Case to Collect 
For Skaters Cancelled by Paris Cafe 


+ The first test of the recently com- 
pleted pact between the American 
Rag Doll 26 Robbery | Guild of Variety Artists and the 
French government is slated to 

Chicago, June 8. {come shortly when Dave Fox, head 

Rag Doll bistro was robbed early | of the New York AGVA office, will 








Sunday (6) and thiefs escaped with | process for back pay for two Negro 
ee Paris. The 
was not playing when robbery oc- | Jackson, were cancelled after the 
them under the contract. Opera- 

JUNE ] 5 TEX ACO SHOW thele contra. snes er that 

y were given 4, $20) francs 

show over the NBC network, for| They accepted these terms when 
Collins’ Cavaliers, Three Swifts,|agement. They claim they refused 
The June 22 show is still to be |tained second class transportation 
on for Carmen Cavallaro to work| Fox declared that while the girls 


over $2,000. Four gunmen tied two | skaters who were cancelled out of 
female employees and ransacked a /an American ice show booked at 
safe. 'Les Ambassadeurs, 
Cab Calloway orch, present band, | skaters, Florence Siler and Dolores 
curred opening show, and they claim eight 
weeks’ salary at $100 weekly is due 
RICHM AN INKED FOR tors offered to settle for two weeks, 
but the girls preferred to stand on 
Harry Richman has been signed |and were promised $220 each upon 
for the Texaco Star Theatre video | their arrival in New York. 
the June 15 session. He’ll be on |it became evident to them that they 
the layout with Bill Robinson, Jack |could get nowhere with the man- 
Costello Twins, Al Gordon’s Dogs /|to sign waivers for the rest of their 
and Valerie Bettis. coin. They also said that they ob- 
set. Three Swifts have been booked |instead: of top shipping accommo- 
for that layout and negotiations are | dations. 
sans band. (Continued on page 48) 
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BOB EVANS 


and JERRY O’LEARY 


























Sole nominee for treasurer is) 


Henry Dunn, who chairmanned the | 


convention. Although there may 
| be other nominations by petition, 
| his election is virtually assured 
While other names are likely to 
be added to the list of nominees, 
con- 





asked which position they prefer | 


LS Se ee NEY eee ew nee eee 
; 





Just Concluded 4 Weeks 
(Behind “The lron Curtain”) 


ROXY 


NEW YORK 


Opening June 11th 


GLENN RENDEVOUS 



























~4 WALTER WINCHELL SAYS: ‘to run for. an oe ae oe drop- | NEWPORT, KENTUCKY 
P 5 ped if not i s : 
“Valdo and Princess Pat Startle” | The convention nominated 156° 
for the 45 positions on the national | 
Personal Representatives: | board. be | EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
ROBBINS , Bookings: Deadline for petitions wiil 
Suite 309, RKO sin. Slow York 7 MCA June 20, and the election ma-| WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Phone: Circle 6-2144 ' New York chinery is set to start shortly after | i 
that date. 
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a local or branch basis. Delegates 
from Philadelphia, Boston and 


AGVA Regains Autonomy 


Continued from page 45 





to be certain that all geographical 
| sections would be represented in 





ber without formal application to 
be approved by the board or execu- 
tive committee. 

7. Government by 45. board 
members with authority to au- 
thorize contracts, designate mem- 
bers of the board to represent the 
union; hire and fire employees and 





Pittsburgh put up a strong fight | AGVA’s top governing board. Move | fix compensation, select an execu- 


for locals. They felt that the 


was defeated once, reconsidered 


|tive committee subject to author- 


union’s autonomy should be dis-| and finally defeated a second time. | ity of the board. Election of presi- 
tributed down the line with eaci| Rule will be that the 45 getting| dent to serve no more than five 


city having the right to maintain 
its own governing apparatus, 


make its own laws and collect its | 


own dues with a percentage going 
to the national office. However, the 
majority felt that since AGVA is 
a transitory union, individual locals 
might vote to keep out members of 
other locals and make it extremely 
difficult for operators to import 
acts.. The branch idea won by a 
three to_one vote. The branch set- 
up is distinct from a local one in 
that the national office controls 
the entire governing machinery. 
Other major stumbling block 
came with the amendment appor- 
tioning the 45-man national board. 
A wide section of delegates wanted 











THE WHOLE COCK-EYED 
WORLD WANTS TO LAUGH ! 


No Giggles... 
Ne Chuekdes... 
















Aecent Feature of 
Billy Rese’s 








Thanks to: 
BEN GRIEFER 
MICKEY ALDRICH 
for a most pt t gag t at the 
ADAMS THEATRE, NEWARK 


Direction of 
CHARLES YATES 
745 Fifth Ave. New York City 


























HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics 
MADISON SQ. GARDEN 
FASHION SHOW 
Thanks te Leonidoff 


Oir.: MATTY ROSEN 














the most number of votes will 
comprise the board. 
Nen-Commie Clause 

There was minor debate on the 
section of the constitution dealing 
with political affiliations. There 
was no argument barring propo- 
nents of any political idealogy— 
including communists or fascists. 
And the section dealing with 
the board’s right to declare any 
group within the union to be inimi- 


‘consecutive one-year terms, three 
| veepees, secretary, treasurer, all 
to serve without compensation. 
Board to meet every four months; 


select national executive secretary | 
who will be an employee of the 


board 
8. Method of nominating. officers 


ficers, further nominations by pe- 
titions of 200 members. 

9. All commitiees, except exec 
committee, to be appointed by the 
president. 

10. Initiation fee and dues to be 
fixed by the moard. 

11: Members shall not deal with 
or work with non-union members 
or unfranchised agents. Members 
shall respect unfair lists. 

12. Board to create by-laws con- 





isistent with terms of the consti- 
| tution. 

13. Members shall file addresses 
with board. 





14. No member shall be given 
title to realty owned by the union. 
| 15. No affiliations other than | 
those approved by board. 
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membership was voted down. Hy 
Faine, chairman of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America- 
created National Board now Zov- 
|}erning AGVA, spoke against latter 
| motion, declaring that its adoption 
would give the board the right to 
outlaw any opposition. Jonas T. 
Silverstone (& Mortimer S. Rosen- 


| that),. AGVA attorney, also sup- | 


|ported Faine’s contention. There 
; were some cries of “Communist” 
|'by one N.Y. delegate and members 
of the Cincy and Boston factions, 
'but apologies came later. 

By the second day of convention, 
delegates were a day behind sched- 
ule. Consequently, the meeting 

‘lasted until Saturday morning so 
| that nominations could start on 
| Saturday. 

| During the early morning meet, 
the delegates passed the 29 con- 
| stitution articles of preamble which 
|inelude ties to the American. Fed- 
eration of Labor, the 4A’s and 
branch setup. 

New Constitution 

The constitutional amendments 

adopted are as follows: 
| |. Acceptance of the AGVA 
| label. : 

2. Principal office in New York. 

3. Jurisdiction over the variety 
field including vaude houses, cir- 
cuses, cafes, carnivals, etc. 

| 4. Membership classification into 


(active principal members, active | 


{chorus members, and non-resident 
members (latter consisting of per- 
‘formers in Canada, Cuba, or of 
|resident aliens in the U. S.). Hon- 
|orary members consisting of per- 
|sons in sympathy with the union’s 
purposes. Banning of government 
employes as AGVA members. This 
amendment was adopted at the 
insistence of the Boston delegation 
which declared that Massachusetts 
state and municipal employees had 
joined AGVA for vote geting pur- 


poses. 
5. Holding of annual convention, 
calling of special conventions upon 
application of 1,000 members; 
meetings in each geographical area 
for nominations to national conven- 
tion. Apportionment of delegates 
with proportional voting each 50 
members in any branch or fraction 
to receive 4% vote. Convention pro- 
cedure, to accredit delegates. Elec- 
tion on a national scale to be con- 
ducted by national office. Quorum 
ito consist of 43 of the elected 
| delegates. 
| 6 No person to become a mem- 














en Som me 
—_———$ $$ 








» 


ARK 










BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


1460 W. 44h St. M. Y.C. > BRyant 9.7688 








BUILDING ANNEX 






eh 


and board members. 
consist of 45 members, 15 of which | compensations of members. 
will be elected for three years, 15 | article cannot be amended. 
for two years, 15 for one year. Con- 17. 
vention delegates to nominate of-!| prejudicial to members. Hearing 


Board is to} 


Convention Sidelights 
The shadow of ousted national administrator Matt Shelvey hov- 
ered over the confab. The constitution contains an amendment 
declaring that the books, documents and funds of the union shall 
at all times be the property of the union and shall not be 
taken off the premises without express consent of the board. 
This was adopted to prevent any recurrence of the Shelvey in- 


cident in which he took records out of the office, which finally 
wound up as court evidence. 








Marty Barrett, elected a delegate from New York, found that 
he couldn’t get out of the Chi company of “High Button Shoes” 
to attend the meet. Withdrawal ended a stiff fight. Some felt that 
runnerup Arthur Waters should be seated. Barrett wanted to 
hand his proxy to Dewey Barto. However, Waters was given 
the nod. 





Henry Dunn, elected permanent chairman of the meet, according 
to observers, improved as he went along. No parliamentarian, he 
picked up the rudiments of gavel pounding while presiding. At 
one stage of the session, he was so emphatic in making a point that 
he brought his hand down with such violence that he shattered 
a water-tumbler. Dewey Barto suggested replacing with a gavel 
that would explode under violent pounding. 





Dick Jones, head of the Philadelphia local, who's been fighting 
the Associated Actors and Artists of America over his status, came 
to the confab prepared to picket. He was dissuaded from doing 
so by Chairman Dunn until the matter of whether he could be 
heard would be determined by the delegates. First morning’s 
session voted to hear him, but by the time he got up to talk, 
ground was cut out from under Jones, when the convention moved 
to adopt a branch setup instead of locals. Jones had previously 
refused to surrender his status as executive secretary of the 
Philly local and never recognized that the Philly group was a 
branch of AGVA.. 





Lawrence Tibbett, prexy of the American Guild of Musical 
Artists, at the AGVA convention luncheon Friday (4) frankly 
declared that the 4A’s weren’t acting until deadline time on pro- 
posed one-union deal. 





There are many delegates that aren’t too pleased with the 
proviso that officers and board members shall have had 10 years’ 
experience in the variety field. Chorus members must have had 
four years’ experience before election. They fel that som young, 
vigorous and progressive brains will-be lost to union councils be- 
cause of that clause. 





At the start of the AGVA luncheon, the 4A’s committee 
handling AGVA _ affairs, discovered that they had failed 
to invite Alan Corelli, Theatre Authority head. Purely an over- 
sight. Corelli was hurriedly invited by phone, just in time to get 
in on the fireworks of Lou Walters’ denunciation of benefits. 
Corelli, however, tossed it right back into the lap of the 4A’s, 
which set up modus operandi of TA. 





The 4A’s appear pleased at the convention. George Heller, 
American Federation of Radio Artists head, Florence Marston, 
heading the eastern Screen Actors Guild, and Hy Faine, AGMA 
exec sec on loan to AGVA, declared that it was one of the most 
democratic of conventions. No smoke-filled back room conferences, 
no under-cover work—everything was discussed out in the open 
and decisions were openly arrived at after ample discussions. 
And how actors can talk. 





Milton Berle, invited to toastmaster the luncheon, couldn't show 
up because of a cold. Berle was booed when it was announced he 
couldn’t appear and the comics cheered lustily when Dunn said 
he was sick. 





Delegates had little time to pass the multitude of resolutions 
committee had prepared. Okayed are those against the Taft- 
Hartley law, repeal of the 20% amusement tax, asking a general 
membership meeting once monthly, a clean-up of the club-date 
field, condemning discrimination against Negro performers, and 
adopted a vote of confidence in the stewardship by the 4A’s during 
its takeover of AGVA. 

Convention also adopted a resolution urging abolition of mixing 
and condemning B gals. A last’ minute addition was the passage of 
a resolution urging Howard Hughes, controlling RKO, to open more 
vaudeville playing time. Union guaranteed him he would have 
sufficient talent. 





New ‘Capers’ Unit Set 
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For Vet Hospital Tour 


A variety unit, “Spotlight 


Determination of conduct 


16. Union cannot fix maximum 
This | tion. 


| 


must be held te determine if mem- 
bers’ conduct is prejudicial, ex- 
cept in cases where member is de- 
linquent in paying dues. 

18. Board is deemed to have all 
powers not expressly taken from it 
by constiution or by-laws. 

19. Union may be dissolved in 
special convention by a 23 Ma- 


jority. : 
20. Members may process claims 
against the union. . 


21. Board members or officers 
can be recalled by petition of 2,000 
members with board members to 
accept recall on 4% vote. 

22. All referendum votes to be 
taken in secret ballot. 

23. Board may appoint special 
committee to make recommenda- 
tions to be submitted at conven- 


24. Definitions of terms used in 
constitution. 
25. Constitution may be amended 
by 24 vote of delegates. 
26. Officers cannot be members 
of Communist or Fascist parties or 
any political subdivision thereof. 
Members cannot be barred because 
of race, color or political belief. 
27. Constitution subject to rati- 
fication of 4A’s. Constitution to 
take effect as of date of adoption 
by referendum or ratification by 
4A’s, whichever is later. 











! SOCIAL DIRECTORS ! 


Don't get caught with your gags dewn! 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
is the answer te your 
comedy material problems 
1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
3 Votumes of blackouts $25 per Vel. 
A MUST for every Secial Director! 
3 Books of Parodies $10 per book 
(10 in each book) 

Special Compilation of material for 
Jewish audiences (songs, parodies, 

recitations, gags, etc.), $150.00, 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith Street, New York 19 
































NICK LUCAS 


“KEN MURRAY'S _ | 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
Ei Capiten Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 























AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 


GAGS FOR WAGS! 
if you're connected with comedy in any form 
you shewld get our PUNCH LINES exe Sites 
issues, | te 6. They centain the tatest. 
“ 


276 West 43rd Street, Mew Yerk City 















WANTED 


SMALL CARNIVAL FOR JULY 4 AT 
SPRINGFIELD, HMLINOIS. | REPLY — 
ILLINOIS FEDERATION OF SPORTSMAN 
CLUB, 508 WEST CHARLES STREET, 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 








Capers,” starts on the Veterans 
Hospital Camp Shows circuit 
June 28 as a replacement for the 
legit show, “John Loves Mary.” 
New package will open in Topeka, 
and will work way east. 

Talent includes comic Bobby 
Gilbert, Jay Palmer & Doreen, 
magicians; The Brooks, acre team; 
Three Hearts, dancers; Jerry 
Bragin, pianist; Marietta Reynolds, 
songstress; Nellie Jay, acco 
ist, and Lew Fennard, juggler. 
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TORONTO, 
CANADA 


Ali Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 6. and Canada 








_ Personal Directioo—ED KIREEDBU 
2308 REO fuilding, New York 20, N. ¥. 
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MIAMI BCH.COPA 
DESTROYED 
BY FIRE 


Miami Beach, June 8. 
Fire early yesterday (7) demol- 


ished the swank Copacabana nitery, | 


with just the walls left standing. 
An explosion of undetermined 
origin, shortly after the club closed 
at 3:30 ayem Monday, spread a 
rapid blaze that was uncontrollable 
by the time firemen arrived. Dam- 
age is estimated at $200,000. 

Murray Weinger, owner, had left 
for New York on talent-booking 
trip for the summer Sunday eve- 
ning, and returned immediately 
upon learning of the fire. Insur- 
ance is understood to be substan- 
tial though not covering the full 
amount. 


Walters Back From Paris, 
Saw Little Worth Importing 


There’s little in Paris worth im- 
porting to the U. §S., according to 
Lou Walters, operator of the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., who returned from 
France last week. During his stay 
in the French capitol, ‘ 
{found only two acts suitable for 
U. S. cafes. They are the Cerneys, 
terp team, already signed for a 
summer date at the Palmer House. 
Chicago, and the Charlevils. a 
acro group. However, Walters as 
yet has made no deals for either 





act. * 
Whi le abroad Walters started 
negotiations with Paul Toscano. 


fiddler at 
proposed 


the Drap d'Or for his 
restaurant in 
building being completed at 58th 
| Street and Fifth avenue, N. Y. 
However, deal is being held up 
due to Walters in decision on the 
operation of their spot. 


the new 


Walters | 





Weinser announced rebuilding | 
would start immediately. Hilde- | 
garde had been booked to open the | STRONG NAME LINEUP 
main room June 30. Barry Gray | 
of late has been the only talent | 
there, with his disk-jockeying stint | 
in both the main room and the 
lounge. He will continue via Stu-| Instead of usual retrenchment 
dio WKAT on his contract with! Jackie Heller is upping budget 
Weinger, who gyarantees him $500 | at his Carousel and booking in 
weekly. Practically every 
spot and restaurant in town offered | of names he's ever played. Bill 
him a setup upon learmng of the | (Bojangles) Robinson _ closed 
Copa, which will be rebuilt this|Saturday night (5) and Lenny 
time to hold 700 and is expected to | Kent’s there now, with Myron 
be ready by winter season. }Cohen, Jan Murray and Beatrice 


Pittsburgh, June 8. 


FOR CAROUSEL, PITT. 


| week, when Grover S. Giles, attor- 
ney general, issued an opinion that 


night |the strongest hot weather lineup | 


| private enterprise, and appealed to 
| Giles for action. 
| sulted in 


Martin Palladium Click 


London, June 8. 

Tony Martin is the latest U. S. 
act to click at the Palladium here. 
Singer opened to a packed house 
which was apparently _ satisfied 
| after he did nine numbers. At 
| the second show, Martin did 65 
| Minutes, getting an exit hand that 
almost equalled that which Danny 
| Kaye got. The band had to play 
/“God Save the King” to clear the 
theatre, 
Layout headed by Duke Elling- 








ton is slated to follow Martin. | 
Other U. S. acts on that bill are 
Nicholas Bros., Pearl Bailey and 


Fred Sanborn. 


Salt Lake Showmen 


Win ist Round In 


Tilt with Fair Bd. 


Salt Lake City, June 8. - || 

The amusement industry «here 
won a doubtful first round victory 
over the Fair Board last 





| 
state 


the board was violating the state 


| constitution in working a percent- 


age deal with “Holiday On Ice.” 
Three _ lawyers’ representing | 
theatres and dance spots had pro- | 
tested risking state money on a | 
His statement re- 


rewriting the contract | 


Benefit Abuses Blasted at AGVA Lunch; 
Corelli Asks 4A’s for Tougher R 


+ 


An’ unexpected bombshell ex 





bg 


Mild Advance Sale For 


‘Holiday’ in Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, June 8. 
“Holiday On Ice,” slated to open 
run at the Coliseum, is 
to 15° below 


a 10 day 
running from 10° 


ploded at the American Guild of. 


Variety Artists convention lunch-% 


eon, Friday (4) which is expected % 
to result in stricter control of the 
enefit situation. The fuse was 


‘lighted by Lou Walters, .operator 


last year’s figures on the advance | 


sale. Playing the Centennial Expo 
last year, “Holiday” was the hot- 
test attraction ever to hit town, 
and broke records, despite almost 
constant rain during the run. 
Since that time the show biz 
honeymoon ended here, and grosses 
are down’ everywhere. 


Chances | 


of the Latin Quarter, N. Y., who 
in. an address to the delegates 
pitched for abolition of free shows. 


'He declared they hurt cafe and 


theatre business and put unwar- 
ranted hardships on performers. 

Walters stated that at monster 
benefits where the hall gets paid 


'for the four walls, the musicians, 


stagehands and caterers also get 
their slice, it was unfair to have 


|'the performers donate _ services. 
| He denounced the Theatre 


Au- 
thority for permitting such con- 
ditions to exist, urging a complete 


are the icer wiil do all right at the | 
b.o., but nothing near last year’s | 
take. 


end of free shows. 


| Alan Corelli, exec secretary of 
|TA, declared that benefits would 
|be eliminated as soon as he got 


SOPH’S LONDON RUN |*?""\Contnued on pase 83. 
EXTENDED 2 WEEKS 


London, June 8. 








Colonna’s Nitery Stint 


Sophie Tucker's engagement at|, Jetty Colonna is slated to make 
the Casino has been extended for | DiS first cafe appearance in some 
an additional two weeks. She’ll | Years at Andrea’s, Syracuse, N. Y., 
wind up July 10 after a six-week | Starting June 21, Other dates to 
total. Business during Miss Tuck- | follow. 
er’s engagement is a sellout. Colonna is expected tu alternate 

Soph is still to decide whether | between cafes and vaude houses 





Weinger jus | Kay each following for a week. 
ger had just turned down | y Harry Romm 
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an offer of $200,000. 











WALTER WINCHELL 

Says: 

“Orchids to Dorothy Blaine 
who sings like Lauren Bacall 
and looks like her too... ." 


DOROTHY 
BLAINE 





. Opening June 17 


CAPITOL 
Washington, D. C. 


Opening June 24 
HIPPODROME 


Gowns by: Kathryn Kuhn 
Press: Hall & Stillman 


Direction 
SENIA GAMSA 
1697 Broadway, New York 











Folly Classified. Now being compiled 
and taking orders for a limited 
number only, 


$500.00 (but priceless! 
A Gold-Nugget for performers, writers, 
speakers, commentators, disc-jockeys, 
social directors and others. 








PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th Street, New York 19 


Connee Boswell has been spotted 
;at Carousel for a fortnight in July 
}and Joey Adams-Mark Plant-Tony 
| Canzoneri act comes back at end 
'of present Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
engagement. Heller 


| them, singing and m.c.’ing the lay- 
‘out. He’s dropped _ out-of-town 
| bookings to concentrate on his 
nitery. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. June 8. 

The holiday influx of visitors to 
the colony was best in years. The 
‘only nitery cashing in on entertain- 
|ment was Durgan’s, which spotted 
| Ralph Fisher Orch, Mikhailo & 
| Tanya, dance team, and the Mack 
Sisters. 

Arthur Slattery, on first furlough 
out-of-the-san, is dividing it be- 
tween N. Y. and Greenwich, 
Conn. 

Arthur Proffitt, theatrical tech- 
nician, upped for one meal daily. 

Frank (RKO) Scheedel in from 
N. Y. C. to bedside Ann Rowe, who 
*beat recent thoracoplasty operation 
and now upped for meals. 

1948 Official Baseball Guide 
donated to our library by J. G. 
Taylor Spink, of the Sporting 
News, St. Louis. 

Lillian Slotlow and Frank G. 
Harrie in to visit Moe Gould, who’s 
due for go-home papers in the fall. 
| Robert Pasquale, who took two 
/years to beat the rap, given okay 
'to resume work. He was formerly 
i manager of Warner’s Felton thea- 
tre, Philly. 

Benito Colladas in for vacation. 








reports. 

Richard, Elinor and _ Lillian 
Curry shot in to help Tom (IATSE) 
Curry celebrate his birthday. 

A new nitery will be opened 
here by Tuff LaTour, former Bob- 
sled champ. 

Eileen Grotte resting comfort- 
ably after undergoing major oper- 
ation. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 








The Sportsmen, comedy singing 
'quartet on the Jack Benny radio 
| program, have been signed for the 
| Oriental theatre, Chicago, starting 
‘July 1. 
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MAXINE 
ULLIVAN 


CURRENTLY 


PENT HOUSE CLUB Indefinitely, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Personal Management: 


himself, of | 
|course, is on the bill with all of | 











JOE MARSOLAIS _| 








with “Holiday,” and setting up a/| she'll play additional dates in Eng- during the summer. 


flat rental fee for the Coliseum. 
Actually the entertainment spots 
in town are trying to get the board 
to quit bringing in shows to play | 
at the tax free .Fair Grounds, | 
claiming it offers unfair competi- | 
|tion to tax paying businesses. | 
| Giles’ ruling, while backing up the | 
| businessment in their legal con- | 
itention, did nothing to prevent the | 
board from running shows at dhe | 
Fair Grounds. It simply means 
new contractual 
with percentage deals out. 








‘Sets 256 Budget for Talent: 
Sign Cantor, Haymes, 0&J 


A sizable part of the $100,000 
budget for the Reading (Pa.) 
Bicentennial celebration slated 
for early August will be expended 
on top name entertainment. 

Already booked are Eddie Can- 
tor, Olsen & Johnson, and Dick 
Haymes. Others are still to be 
signed. Cantor is slated to start 
Aug. 27 for two days, Olson & 
Johnson are down for three days 
beginning Aug. 15, while Haymes’ 
date is contingent upon windup 
of his Roxy, N. Y., date. 

Readiag appearance will be 
Cantor’s sole personal while in the 
east. He'll sail for European vaca- 
| tion shortly afterward. 





It’s expected the William Mor- | 


'ris agency, handling the Bicenten- 
| nial booking, will spend about 
$25,000 for the entertainment. Sol 





Magicos Convention In 
Atlantic City, June 11 


Atlantic City, June 8. 
The 20th annual convention of 
the American Society of Magicians 
will get un “er way at Hotel Tray- 
‘more Friday (11) and continue for 
‘three days. It will draw 1,500 mem- 
‘bers and their wives. 





Shapiro is negotiating with other | 


arrangements, | 

| 
| 
' 


Reading (Pa.) Bicentennial 


| 


land after London run. 


office is handling bookings. 











} 
| 
} 
} 


| 


| 


1 
| 
} 


Top event will be a show in| 


|Convention hall for the benefit of | 


‘the Betty Bacharach home (polio) 
Saturday night (12). Nine acts 
‘will appear. 


| Final session will be the election | 


‘of officers for ensuing year. 





‘e 


Modernaires’ on Bike 
Modernaires quartet will have to 


| work fast night of June 22 to keep |. 


‘both its sponsors happy. Group is 


‘due in Atlantic City and Camden, | 


N. J., 60 miles away, the same 
night for parties, the first by Co- 
'‘lumbia Records, which is: holding 
its second annual convention, and 
ithe second an employee party giv- 
‘en by Campbell Soup. They’ll do 
one early and race to make the 
other. 
| Modernaires replace the Pied 
Pipers on Campbell’s Club 15 
(CBS) Aug. 2. 





th SENSATIONAL 


WEEK! 


BILTMORE BOWL 


Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles 





The New ics 
DYNAMIC... 


MARJORIE 


GARRETSON 


with ALEX STUDER at the Piano 








NEW 
PLUS 





SPECIAL SONGS! 
Music and Presentation 


Baltimore or BO ee ee top names for appearances there. | ‘ 
e Hynes, who is flashing good clinic The Same GREAT 


Showmanship and Personality | 
‘MATERIAL BY MAURADA | 








"With Marjorie Garretson as the headliner, the Bilt- 
more Bowl is offering an entertaining four act revue. 
Miss Garretson is showing flashy, new material and 
a style of work that will definitely move her into the 


smarter bistros.” .. . . HOLLYWOOD REPORTER. 


"Marjorie Garretson is a big hit at the Biltmore 
Bowl.’ . ... HEDDA HOPPER 


“Marjorie Garretson is a solid click. She has new 
special material that she whams over with ease.". .. . 
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For Booking—Wire - Phone - Write 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Hollywood 


Fred Elswit 
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* (FORT LEE, N. J.) 
‘Jackie Miles, Gracie Barrie, The 

agabonds (4), Carol King, Jocy 
Gilbert, Towy Bavaar, Wally Wan- 
wer Girls, Walter Nye’s Orch, Caia- 
Tino’s Rhumba Band; $3.50 min- 


“Jackie Miles and Gracie Barrie 
are assured business commodities 


for. any typically metropolitan 
cafe, and with the Vagabonds as 
additional entertainment fodder 


there isn’t likely to be much dif- 
ficulty drawing ‘em over the 
George. Washington bridge _from | 
New. York to Bill Miller’s Riviera | 
atop’ New Jersey’s Palisades. The 
-production numbers and the sup- 
porting talent remain holdovers 
rom the seascn’s cpenines show: 
onty the- headliners are different. | 
On paper this bill reads like one | 
of the Riviera’s better shows. Un- | 
fortunately, it deesn’t~ quite play 
that way. To the uninitiaied, per- | 
haps, Jackie Miles is one of the 
funniest comics around, with a 
series. of routines woven sharply 
around the pathetic character that | 
he constantly bmilds. And he is, | 
too. But there’s the age-old plaint | 
—-material. Téo much of it has | 
been heard too often around these 
parts and in the Florida boites | 
during the past couple of years, | 
and the Riviera patronage to a 
considerable degree are constant | 
habitues of the cafes, New York | 
or Florida. Miles is gettimg around | 
$4.000 per, and at those prices 
he’s got to replenish his comedy 
more often. 

He's still doing the Florida re- 
sort, gin-rummy, racetrack and 
Gene Autry bits, among other 
familiars, and ali done with an in- 
souciance and flair that must cer- 





| 
| 


t.inly bring bellylaffs to the most 
froven “issers — if they haven't 
heard it before. 





Miles probably is the top young 
comic to come up in recent years | 
from the borscht circuit, you! 
should excuse the expression, and | 
he has fit himself into a pattern 
that is undeniably original. He's 
constantly the pathetic little fel- 
low rebuffed in whatever he does. 
His timing and pace are razor- 
sharp. But like most young come- | 
dians, he’s apt to become careless | 
on material. It’s been said before. | 
and there can’t be too great an} 
emphasis on it, that only Berle | 
probably can do old-stuff and get 
away with it. But that's because 
there’s only one Berle. 

Miss Barrie is still a fine young | 
rhythm singer, and there certainly | 
isn't a classier-looking one in the 
business. That goes both for looks 

-and tasteful grooming. But Miss 
Barrie is making a mistake, too, 
in going in for over-arranged song 
novelties. At the show caught, 
for instance, she didn’t do a single 
number straight—all of them were 
of the heavily arranged type. 
Which points up that Miss Barrie 
gave considerable preparation to 
her routining, because it certainly 
requires greater effort to dish up 
a routine of the type she’s doing 
than something of more standard 
nature. 

The Vagabonds, instrumental- 
song male quartet, are clicks, 
though they indicate they're more 
of a theatre aet than for niteries. 
They have a varied routine of 
comedy songs and instrumentals. 
all punctuated by a neat sense of 
values. 

Holdovers from the first show 
comprise Carol King, cute little, 
effective ballerina; Joey Gilbert, 
who clicks on the taps; Tony 
Bavaar, the production singer, and 
the attractive Wally Wanger 
girls. Walter Nye’s orch plays a 
neat show. and also for the danc- 
ing, while Catalino’s rhumba 
rhythms always keep the floor 
crowded. Kahn. 





: 


Cotillion Reem. N. Y. 
(HOTEL PIERRE) 
McLerie & Butler, Lucille & 
Eddie Roberts, Chas. Reader Orch 
featuring Stanley Worth, Van 
Smith's Latin Combo; $3 and $4 
mitntmum, no couvert. 








Bright, tight little show at the 
Pierre’s Cotillion Room this sem- 
ester. Both acts are standard and 
both returners, and their past 
click justified maestro-impresario 
Charles Reader booking them back. 
ef ech en ar ean 

m an imaginative 
combo, blending balletmania with 
novelty routinings. They bespeak 
their musicomedy background and 
are an all-around competent class 
team. They have appeared in shows 
like “On the Town,” “One Touch 
of Venus” and “Oklahoma!” and 
they blend conceits and conceptions 
from ali into a tiptop terpsichorean 
act that runs a socko 10 minutes 
to re . Their 


'rhumba-samba dance 





_ to consiste 
ior ise &. 
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dance (“Okla”) are interspersed 
with other effective pepeeases: 
Lucille and Eddie Roberts are a 
surefire comedy-magico team. She's 
a personable front-runner for the 
team, getting over the smali-talk 
to large results; viz., “the only cou- 
ple in show business without their 
own breakfast show,” etc. He does 
ciggie and kindred magico but the 
boffo payoff is their corking mind- 
reading. Whatever the code, they 
work well and she’s rarely caught 
off-stride. They're fast and not 
lacking in comedy values, all com- 
bining inte a surefire cafe act. 
Reader, per usual, is a compe- 
tent conferencier as well as the 
No. 1 dansapation dispensér, al- 
ternating with Van Smith’s Latin 
tempos. Abel. 
Siariighi Reoi. N. ¥. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Xavier Cugat Orch (22) 
Jose Montero, Norma, Aladdin: 
Mischa Borr Orch; $2 cover after 
10 pom. 





Cugat as a personality, and 
Cugat the maestro—these are un- 
deniably mirrored in the boxoffice 
receipts of any metropolitan hotel 
in which he plays. 

A personality—any personality— 
may, through the years, seek to 
find boxoffice comfort in his al- 
ready established name, but with 
Cugie it’s different. He doesn’t 
depend just on his name. He’s 
stil giving ‘em danceable, color- 
ful Latin rhythms and a band that 
is highly listenable, too. 

The first of the maestros to make 
Americans highly conscious of the 


| Latin-American rhythms, Cugat is 


the headliner of the two bands at 
the Starlight Roof, and lack of a 
supporting show is barely diseern- 
ible. (The other band is Mischa 
Borr). It’s the Latin rhythms they 
come to dance and listen to, and 
Cugie certainly is still monarch of 
this type of instrumentation. 

There are others that have ’ac- 
quired considerable stature’ as 
outfits, and 
the argument might even be ex- 
tended to include one or two that 
eclipse even Cugie for the hoofing 
rhythms. But for the combination 
of dancing and listening, there can 
be no doubt that he’s still the king. 

It’s a big band, and the tricky 
arrangements are still among the 
outfit’s notable features. Some- 
times they’re a little too intricate 
for dance purposes, but for listen- 
ing they’re highly beguiling. 

The accent is on the medium 
rhumbas. Of course, for the Wal- 
dorf customers, Cugie is wise to 
eschew the faster tempos. The 
trick is to get some of the oldsters 
onto that floor—and Cugat gets 
‘em. Along with the youngsters, 
too. Kahn. 


Florentine Gardens 
(HOLLYWOOD) 


Hol.iywood, June 4. 

1948 edition of “Scandals,” pro- 
duced and directed by George 
White. Dances by Frances Grant. 
Music, Sammy Fain; lyrics, Jack 
Yellen; additional music, Dan 
Dougherty; costumes, Max Weldy 
from designs by Janice Wallace and 
Max Weldy. Orchestra (12) di- 
rected by Emil Baffa. Features 
Beverly & Helen Dennis, Jacque- 
line Fontaine, Barbara Long, Gloria 
LeRoy, Alma Maiben, Lois Eck- 
hardt, Jack E. Green, Larry Mar- 
tin, Bill Shirley, Johnny Dugan, 
Milton Frome, Lew Hearn, Jess 
Mack. Opened June 3, °48, $7.50 
per person opening night. Regu- 
lar minimum, $3.50. 


George White’s return to show 
biz with a new “Scandals” revue 
turns out to be a heavy disappoint- 
ment. Edition unveiled in Holty- 
wood is a lack-lustre affair which 
is only fair in its best moments. | 

The White talent for pacing is 
sadly missing and a number of me- 
diocre acts are marshalled on stage 
in a hodge-podge array that leaves 
much to be desired. There isn’t 
a show-stopping act or routine in 
the lot and the nearest thing to it 
is a production-number finale that 
generates a ray of interest. 

Only Jack E. Green and Lew 
Hearn of the cast have been around 
muen before and Hearn doesn’t 
have. much to do. Green is spotted 
in several of the scenes of the two- 
act revue, pleasing most when he’s 
doing some okay imitations of w.k. 
stars of previous “Scandals.” New- 
comers fail to impress, none of 
them being more than routine 
nightclub calibre. Best of the lot 
are the Dennis Sisters, singers 
Johnny Dugan and Bill Shirley and 
acrodancer Gloria LeRoy. 

The only music that stands out 
is the reprised stuff from earlier 
White hits and the humor is on a 
low level. Most of the skits are 
dragged out interminably to reach 
a feeble punchline and the best of 
them draw only smiles, not yocks. 
Larry Martin routine was seen here 


with | 


some months ago coming out of 
the mouth of Jerry Lester and it 
was much better then. : 
Package might draw slightly in 
hinterland niteries where the White 
name can be publicized enough to 
entice the tourists for a — In 
its present form it’s a complete bust 
for a New York spot and there’s 
little hope for it as a theatre of- 
fering. Kap. 





Glass Hat. ate Y. 
(BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 
Sammy Walsh, Margaret Phelan, 

Betty Jane Smith, Eddie Stone 
Orch, Castellanos Rhumba Band; 
$2.50 minimum. 

The Glass Hat’s return to mul- 
tiple headliners may not work out 
as well boxofficewise as a single 
strong name, but there’s compen- 
sation in the fact that with several 
performers there’s a better chance 
of catering to individual tastes. 

Teeoff in return to the old pol- 
icy makes for a pleasing bit of di- 
version. There’s nice balance in 
the performer collection compris- 
ing Sammy Walsh, Betty Jane 
Smith and Margaret Phelan (New 
Acts), each of whom makes a dent 
on the diners. 

Walsh, who hasn't exhibited 
around New York for some time, 
makes an impression that gets him 
a pair of encores. He has an ami- 
able line of chatter and pleasing 
bits of material, latter highlighted 
by his gleeclub takeoff. with cap- 
able assistance from Eddie Stone’s 
band. 





of a shoe salesman. He’s good 
tourist fodder. 

Miss Smith is one of the more 
accomplished hoofers. This petite 
tapster shows a prime collection 
of spins and excellent projection. 

Stone’s band provides expert 
showbacking, while Castellanos’ 
rhumba band does okay on the 
relief. Jose. 


Copacabana. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Monica Lewis has replaced Lisa 
Kirk in the current Copa show 
for the bill’s only change; it’s 
probably her most important book- 
ing. to date. Unfortunately, Miss 
Lewis doesn’t do as well as she 
might. 

Blonde young singer is a cute 
looker who fails to project suffi- 
ciently, though vocally she does 
well enough. But these are times 
when a singer needs to be more 
than just a singer—she’s got to 
be a performer as well. Miss Lewis 
divides her tunes between rhythms 
and ballads, doing such numbers 
as “Lucky in Love” for a starter 
and adding others like “Mood 
For Love,” “Man I Love,” “Of 
Thee I Sing,” and then the num- 
ber she does best, “Gentleman Is 
Dope,” created, incidentally, by 
Miss Kirk in “Allegro.” 

Rest of the show comprises, of 
course, the sock Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis comedy team; Ray 
Malone, with his wham tapster- 
ing; Betty Bonney and Warde Don- 
ovan, the production singers, plus, 
of course, the Copa Girls and Mike 
Durso’s orch, the latter, incidental- 
ly, playing a neat show and also 
for the customer dancing. 

. Kahn. 





MCA Signs Ice Champ 


Toronio, June 8. 

Hurrying up from N. Y. to ink 
the deal, Morris Schrier, Music 
Corp. of America, has signed Bar- 
bara Ann Scott to a contract, with 
20-year-old winner of the world. 
North America and Olympics 
figure-skating titles voluntarily 
turning over a percentage of her 
subsequent earnings to the St. 
Lawrence Foundation, a charitable 
trust for Canadian crippled chil- 
dren. 

Up till now, photegenic young- 
ster had shied from turning pro, 
despite offers from the major film 
studios and ice shows. : 


| AGVA Test 


had not as yet filed their claim, the 
girls were owed all the salary 
called for in the contract. He said 
that the contract in effect with the 
French government calls for use of 
the AGVA standard pact, which 
stipulates complete payment for 
the entire term of the paper despite 
cancellation. 

Once the act opens, he declared, 
the spot is liable for payment, and 
bookers of the act (in this instance, 
Billy Shaw of the Gale Agency) is 
no longer en the hook for salary. 

Ordinarily, Fox declared, AGVA 
has no jurisdiction over foreign 
cafes, but the French treaty gives 
the union authority over. French 











spots while using American acts. 
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He also displays a bit on} 
the art of dunking and the lament | 
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Numerals tp connection 


Letter in parentheses i 
(P) Paramount; (RB) 


Variety Bills 


with billa below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week. 


ndicates cirenit: (1) Independent; (1) Loew; (M) Moss; 
RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warser; (WE) Walter Reade 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (1) 16 
Woody Herman O 

Lowery & Rae 

Hal LeRoy 

Jean Carroll 

Music Hall (1) 10 


Patricia Bowman 
udolf Kroeller 
Toni Grunschliag 
Robert Hayden 
Rudy Cardenas 
Rudetlis 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Clee Clab 
ore 
Paramouat (P) 9 
Anthany Hd 


Ballet 


133 
King Cole 3 
Pat Henning 
Kvans Family 
Kay Starr 
Rexy (1) 8 
Harry Richman 
Craddocks 
Ming & Ling 
Chandra WKaly 
Strand (W) 1! 
Dufiv’'s Tavern 
| Gardner 
Chas. Cantor 
KNddie Greene 
Florence Halop 
M Malneck Ore 
Henry Jerone 
Jane Russell 
BRONX 
Windsor (1) 11-13 
Franklin Twins 
Louis & Oliver Sis 
Allen & Noble 
Yeoman Bros 
rances 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 11-13 
Edward Bros 
Retty Perey 
R & B Pickert 
Bud Sweeney 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 
Madcaps 
Sennys Sparks 
Lane & Small 
Brooks 
Rreokins & Van 
Freddie Lane 
Doris Abbott 
Elsa Greenwell 
Kim Co 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Sieel Pier (1) 13 
Javion Dancers 
BK Carlell 
Wilkie & Dare 
Hi Le Jack & Dame 
Al Stevens 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 10 
The Sensationalists 
lee Noble 
The Tunesmen 
Phil Foster 
State (1) 10-12 
Munro & Adams 
George Winston 
Peter Chan 
The Bentons 
13-16 
G & R Koss 
Margie Coates 
Sully & Thomas 


Ore 


& 


9-12 


Buddy & Pat 

Herbie Sells 

huss Miller Co 

Ralph Fielder Co 

The Jansleyvs 
CHICAGO 

State-lake (Ff) 9 





Henny Youngman 
Paul Sydell 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Oriental (1) 16 
I. Jordan Tym 5 
Gene Sheldon 
2 Albins 
Shirley. 
Wanda 
Car! Sands Ore 
Kegal (?) 11 
Billy Eckstine 
Sabby Lewis 
Julia 
Garner & Wilsen 
Coles & Atkins 
KINGSTON 
Bway (WR) 11-1 
Ben Perea 
Buddy Lewis 
Morris & Ryan 
Lane & (Claire 
Lillian BRarnes 
MEAME 
Olyinpin (P) 
Niles & Fosse 
Grace Johnston 
Jimmy Hasson 
Bob Kberle 
Pedro & Durand 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 10 
Louis Vrima Orc 
Ben Beri 
Pann Merryman 
PHILADELPHIA 
(Carman (1) 10 
Rigoletio Bros & 
Aimee Sis 
Barney Grant 
Kate Murtah 
J & T Nip 
PLAINEIRED 
Oxford (WR) 8 
only 
Dova 
Buddy Lewis 
Morris & Ryan 
Lane & Claire 
Lillian Barnes 
READING 
Rajah (1) 10-12 
I> Gillespie Ore 
2 Zephyrs 
Slim & Sweeis 
Jackie Petty 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 10 
“Oddities of 1948 
Dennis & larlene 
Al Dault Co 
Hilton Sis 
Gladys Hale 
Billie Burke 
SARATOGA 
Congress 


Sharon & 


Bad 


Lee 


a 


Ben 


Ren 
Buddy Lewis 
Morris & Ryan 
lane & Claire 
Lillian Barnes 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 10-1 
Phyllis Willis 
George Davey 
Wilfred. Mae 8 
Ray Melville 
M Malone & Sharo 
The Maxines 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (1) 16 
Boy Foy 
Marion Francis 
Jack Leonard 
P DeAngelo & 
Vanya 
Howard (tf) If 
The Blazers 
Suddy Rich Ore 
Jobu Masen Co 


Rose Murphy Derby Wilson 
BIBRMINGUAM 4 Vlurricanes 

Hippodrome (M) 7/4 Pagolas 

tiood Evans Marianne L.ineoln 

Norman Evans Jack Francois 

F & P King GLASGOW 

Radcliffe & Ray Kmpire (M) 7 

Gray Jackie 


Austin & Worth 
Swan & Leigh 
Margerite & 
Charles _ 
BRIGHTON 
rome (M) 7 
Ta Ra Rah Boor 
Frankie Howard 
Adrienne & Leslie 
6 Rapids 
Morgen & Doris 
irving & Girwood 


BRADFORD 
Alhambra (?7) 7 
Hal Mack Co 
Afrique 
Tony Walsh 
Phyllis Robina 
Detroy Bros & 
Jean 
Marquis 
P & M Honri 
Arthur Worsley 
J & M Kinson 

CARDIFF 

New (S) 7? 
Issy Bonn 
T & DD Kendal 
Kembie Bros , 
F Whitely Co 
Peterson Bros 
Francanas ss 
Jack Kelly Co 

CHISWICK 

Empire (8) 7 


| Jimmy O'Dea Co 


> Smith Bros 
Peter Cavangh 
Moke & Poke 

Al Norman 

Reg Salmon Co 

R Silver & M Day 
Dorothy Gray Ce 


(S) 7 
& Drones 
Ernie Lotinga 
2 Tompsons 
Ronne Conn 
3 Caballeros 
Gene Patton 
Lewis King 
Gulliver Girls 
FMINBURGH 
Empire (M) 73 
Crackerjack 
Jack Radcliffe 
Ben Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
Paula Gray 
Helen Norman 
Jacauelyn Dunbar 
Dave Jackley 
F & L Preston 
Roy Allen 
12 Starlets 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 7 
Piccadilly Hayride 
Nat Jackley 





Martha Raye 
Lorraine 
Jackie Hunter 
Fred Lovelle 
Billings & 
Richarde Co 
Elly & Joan 
HACKNEY 
Kmpire (S) 7 
kK & lb Waters 
Arnaut Bros 
Stun havauagh 
Albert Whelan 
Peggy Mortimer 
Johnsen Clark 
3 Shades 
3 Verfecis 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 7 
Hooper Sis 
BK Minevitch Co 
Donald B Stuart 
Raymond Smith 
Melville & Rekar 
Harry Bailey 
Keefe Bros & 
Anette 
La Petite Poupee 


THICESTER 
Palace (S) 7 
Cavan O'Connor 
Morris & Cowles 
Arnley & Gloria 
Eltham & Sharpe 
Jack Wdee 
2 Viraies 
Earle & Babette 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 7 
Jack Muldgon 4 
Merry Macs 
Jones & Thomas 
Donald Peers 
Archie Elray Co 
Riley & Heller 
Sirdani 
Freddie Black 
LONDON 
Hi me (M) 
Vie Oliver 
Vat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrino Ore 
Marilyn Hightewe 
Michael Hentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 
Santigo Bad 
Paliadium 
Tony Martin 
Jack Durant 
Buster Shaver Co 
Terry Thomas 
Billy Russell 
Tomine Jover Co 
Myrons 
Kdva S Brown 
Casing 
Sophie Tucker 


Diana 


(M> 


2 


SPGS 
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. 


3 





MANCHESTER 
pme (8) 7 

G & B Bernard 
Kathleen Moody 
Scott Sanders 
W Keppel & Betty 
Hackford & Doyle 
Temelin Co 
Olga Varona 
Kizma & Kuren 

NEWCASTLE 

Empire (M) 7 
Dancing Years 
Hlarry Sinelair 
Nicolette Roeg 

NOTTIENGSIEAM 

Empire (M) 7 
Thanks Memory 
G M Etiiott 
tiertie Gitewns 
Nellie Wallace 
Elia Shields 
Randolph Sutton 
vT O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
* Toewae 

Royal (M) 7 
‘ice Revue” 





Cecilia College 
SHEIMVIELD 
Empire (M) 7 

Soldiers in Skirts 

Joe Stein 

Max Carole 

Ford & Sheenan 

Ronnie Stewart 

SHEPH'RDS BUSH 
Kmpire (S) 7 

Peter Brough 

M Colleano Co 

Elsie Hower 

Fr Bamberger 

Tox & Guatini 

‘Doyle Kids 

Habu Rao 

Percy Rich & Kva 

ween GREEN 
EKmpire (S) 7 

Monte Rey 

Avril Angers 

Jimmy James C@ 

”» Playbeys 

’ Valors 

Samuel & Marvelle 

Vernon Sis 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Ange! 
Josephine Premice 
Mary MeCarty 
Nan Wynn 
Ellis Larkin 8 
lial Cooke 
hil Gordon 

Cafe Seciety 

(Downtown) 
Mildred Batley 
(iene Rodgers 
Cliff Jackson 
Edmund Hall Ore 


China Doll 
Katharine Chang 
Jack Soo 
Laurie Long 
3 Cantons 
Mait Tuck 
Noro Morales 
J Frase 

Copacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Monica Lewis 
Reity Bonnie 
Ward Donovan 
Ray Malone 
Durso Ore 


Mata & Hari 
Choral Octet 
Ht Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
Ebony 
Charioteers 
Paterson & Jacks’n 
Harold King 
Betty Mays Ore 
Jack Lopez Ore 
El Chieoe 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Harem 
Ritz Bros 
Beity Reilly 
Laurette & Clymas 
Alexis Retov 
Maxellos 
M Leighton 
Blackman Ore 
4 Moroccans 
Join Eniiot 
Havana-Madrid 
Wm Boehn 
Doris Myrick 
Jose Duval ba 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Belm’t-Plazva 
Sammy Walsh 
Margaret Phelan 
Betiy J Smith 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Art Mooney Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Commedore 
B Raeburn Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Alvy West Ore 
Buddy Greco 3 
No 1 bifth Ave 
Tony Craig 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fanville 

Penthouse Clab 
Maxine Sullivan 
Oscar Walzer 
George Kreister 

iviera 
Jackie Miles 
Vagabonds 
Gracie Barrie 





Bavaar 
Gilbert 
Toni Kelly 
Lonn Arden Line 
Ruban Blea 
Patricia Hright 
King Odum 4 
Muriel Gaines 
Delora Ruene 
Normann Paris 8 
Julius Monk 


Hotel Astor 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Lenny Herman Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ray Eberle Ore 
Ice Revue 
Muriel Pack 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
I. & E Roberts 
MeLerie & Butier 
Van Smith Ore 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Roese seit 
Lawrence Welk Ore 
Hotel St Moritz 
Menconi Orc 
Betty George 
Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Frances Maddux 
Laszlo & Pepite 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Pepito Arvello Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Franklin & Moore 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Tati 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Warwick 
Alan McPaige 8 
iceland 
Harry Rose 
Ben Ribble Ore 
Jack Ripley Line 


Latin Quarter 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Willie Shore 
Danny Riceardi 
Al Morgan 
Costello Twins 
Patricia Adair 
Richards-Adair Der 
M Frichette 
Fupi Campo Ore 
Bou Vivants 
B Harlow Ore 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie. Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Sherry Britton 
Boyd Heath 
Rita Mayo 
Reverly Becker 
Wills Sis 
Shepard Line 


Old) Roumantas 
Sadie Ranks 
Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
DWAquila Ore 
Versailles 
Suzy Solidar 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Pinte Pete 
Johnny Morris O 
Bourbon & Bane 
Put Crowley 
Melody Riders 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Donald Richards 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Tony 
Joey 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Gay Claridge Ore 
Thelma Gracen 
Sherman Kros 
Hotel Blackstone 
Ray -Morton Ore 
Carl Brisson 

Hotel Bismark 
Billy Bishop Ore 
Alice Mann 
Flor'nce & Fred'rk 


Gus Van 
Ralph Cook 
Bill Chandler Ore ~ 


H Edgewater Beach 

Orrin Tucker Ore 

G Ray Terrill 

Johnson & Owen 
Piroska 

Duray Sis 


Dorothy Hita 





Dancers (12) 

Miriam Fedele 
Chez Puree 

Joe FE Lewis 
Austin Mack 
Park & Clifford 
Jane Harvey 
Dorben Ders (10) 

Hotel Shermna 
Jazz Philh'm’'ic 
Helen Humes 
Carl Mars 

Hotel Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Rudy Richards 
The Prestons (2) 
Jean Arlen 
Martian Snelman 
Skating Bivdeara 

Paimer House 
Pildegarde 
Eddie Oliver Ore 


o 





AUTRY’S CHI DATE 
Gene Autry heading his own 
unit, is slated for the Oriental the- 
atre, Chicago, July 22. 
Film cowboy recently completed 
a stand at the Hippodrome, Balti- 


more. 
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Producers Huddle on Feds’ Tax Moves. 
To Balk Limited Angel Partnerships 


Contention of the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau as to the status of 
limited partnerships for tax pur- 
poses will vitally affect legit pro- 
duction if upheld by the courts. 
Matter has | finally aroused the 


managers, a number of whom have | 


been advised about the situation 
by attorneys specializing in show 
business, and producers will hud- 


dle this week on the setup. It is 
the inside talk on Broadway that 
legalites have been conferring at 
the suggestion of clients, many of 
whom are not directly in legit but 
are prolific investors in shows. 


Federal tax officials who pre- 
cipitated the situation claim that 
limited partnerships 
classified as corporations despite 
the fact that no stock is issued. 
It’s a system of financing prin- 
cipally used in legit, the actual 
producers being general partners 
and the backers (angels) having 
responsibility -limited to 
amount of their investments. 

If such projects are classified as 
corporations, investors would be 
affected vitally in two directions. 
Firstly, the corporate tax is 38%, 
so that participation in possible 
profits would be reduced to 62%. 
Secondly, in the case of show 
failures, investors’ shares would 
be regarded as capital losses and, 
therefore, would be entitled to 
charge off on tax returns not more 
than $1,000 in any one year. 


Legal Viewpoint 


Theatrical attorneys contend that 
the current partnership status is 
logical, and investors in shows 
properly enter into loan agree- 
ments with producers. Contest 
over whether the setups are cor- 
porations or partnerships arose 
early in the season, differences 
arising particularly over “Junior 
Miss,” but the case never reached 
the tax court. The Government 
withdrew its claim of $750,000 after 
conferences with theatrical at- 
torneys but recently the tax men 
said they may have been in error, 


so have reopened the case. “Miss” | 


dates from the season of 1941-'42 
and because of the tax statute of 
limitations for “Miss” and other 
attractions similarly financed, tax 
agents have been“seeking waivers 
from investors in the event that 
— tax assessments are 


In the instance cited it was not 
a matter of losses being charged 
off, because “Miss” was a solid hit, 
but there may have been addi- 
tional taxes. A recent technical 
assessment of more than $100,000 
was filed, and until that claim is 
upheld or denied attorneys have 
advised clients that this is not an 
opportune time to invest in show 
business. For that reason legit 
production for 1948-49 may be 
greatly hindered, just when finan- 
cial setups are being made for a 
number of musicals with consider- 
able budgets. 

_It’s reported that the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue ordered 
the filing of the assessment in 
Washington whereas previously 
tax agents in New York handled 
the case, since production is 
centered in the’ metropolis. It’s 
Kenerally believed that if the 
ruling is adverse to show business, 
-- = be contested to the Supreme 
ourt. . 


> 7 
Alexandra’s Respite 
Toronto, June 8. 

Because of increased rates and 
conditions sought by the unions in- 
volved, the Royal Alexandra (1,525) 
will not go into summer theatre 
this season, breaking an eight-year 
rule which saw the house operating 
51 weeks in the year. 

The last legit attraction this sea- 
son will be a repeat engagement 
of “Anna Lucasta,” which opens 
Thursday, June 17, and plays 
through the following week. 








Manning’s Summer Sked 

Irene Manning is due in by 
plane today (Wed.) from Longon. 
Actress is to fill a two-week en- 
Zagement in “Rosalinda” July 5 
in the Pittsburgh summer operet- 
ta series, their plane back to Lon- 
don for rehearsals in “Serenade. 

Latter, a Swedish success of last 
Season, will open in Edinburgh 
Prior to a mid-August London 
preem, 


should be} 


the 


Chartock Back to G-S 


_ S. M. Chartock, who specialized 
in Gilbert and Sullivan operettas 
several years ago, has resumed 
similar activities. He presented a 
G.&S. troupe for three days at the 
+ Globe, Atlantic City, last week. At- 
|traction, booked independently, is 


current he i ’ 
Hayes Pacts $300,000 cuuenat.the,Acedemy’ of Musi 
Bookings in 1st Season 


the Lyric, Baltimore, for three 
days next week. Further time 

Washington, June 8. 
A newcomer to concert manager 














| isn’t definite. 
_ Tommy Labrum, Philly publicist, 
Is agenting the show, it being his 
ranks, Patrick Hays has just com- first legit roadshow assignment. 
pleted his first season of bookings Paul Groll is company manager. 
in Washington and nearby loca- | 
tions. His gross for the semester 
is estimated at nearly $300,000, 8 
which enabled him to wind up in Ca ep 
the black, an almost unprecedented 
accomplishment for an initial at- S fa Ll 
temnt } 
As general manager of the | il OSSiD é 
Hayes Concert Bureau here, he | 
| booked 15 dates in Washington and | id 
‘Baltimore. Including all towns, la 
i|he handled eight appearances of ee 
| Fred Waring, five of Spike Jones, | 
five of Jose Iturbi and seven with | Seasonal repertory on Broadway 
| Phil Spitalny. He is already set- is a posSibility, despite the dis- 
|ting schedules for next fall and astrous attempts of the American 
| winter. | Repertory Theatre last season. The 
way has been opened for the N. Y. 
| City Center Co., which was offered 
jand accepted the International at 
New Theatre for Denver; bee pe goer Circle, rent-free for a 
° | trial period up to the end of De- 
Houghton Vice Somnes 'cember. It is the same theatre 
° ; ° used by ART but the Center out- 
As Elitch S Director , fit has a far less costly setup. 
Denver, June 8. lc International can be used by the 
-ge | Center group for ballet and music- 
Helen Bonfils (Mrs. Geor “ 'al presentations but repertory ap- 
Somnes), publisher and principa | pears to have the call, based on 
| owner of the Denver Post, will the troupe’s two six-week periods 
‘build a new 600-seat theatre for | during the past season, the second 
the University of Denver Civie | Probably winding up oer week 
. _| Three shows were presente ur- 
Theatre group. Up to just recent |ing both engagements, each play- 
ly it had been planned for her to ing two weeks. The current “The 
build the theatre as a part of the) Insect Comedy” is the sixth and 
downtown campus of the Univer-| final show on the schedule. In 
sity of Denver, but the location | pintsne sion Foye ae <y Cen- 
| picked is about two miles uptown. | ‘©", Presented is pop grand opera 
| ne site cost $70,000, with the | and sy = engagements, also 
| probable cost of the theatre not yet as ee ze pine et eae 
| settled. It will be ready in the “Insec raws profitably this 
spring of 1950. Building plans| week its date will be lengthened, 
must wait until a church, now on | otherwise the show will close 
'the site, can build a new building. | Saturday (12). The first rep period 
Coincident with the new theatre at the Center grossed around 
announcement it was disclosed , $86,000, the production costs and 
that George Sommes, husband of | actors’ salaries amounting to over 
| Miss Bonfils, would not return to | $78,000, leaving an approximate 
'Eliteh summer stock as director, | profit of $7,500. It requires better 
where he has directed for 11 years. | than $12,000 to break even at $2.40 
Norris Houghton has been signed 
by Arnold Gurtler, theatre mana- 
ger, to direct the 10-week season, 
opening June 27. 
. Denver will get an extra eight- 
weeks of summer stock, four nights 
a week, with the company going to 
Colorado Springs for two nights a 
week. Producers will be Jus Addis 
and Hayden Rorke, with Philip 
Tonge, as director. Hollywood and 
Broadway stars to appear will in- 
clude Brian Aherne, Sylvia Syd- 
ney, Edmund Lowe and Jane Cowl. 
The Denver shows will be in the 
Phipps auditorium, city park, with 
the two days in Colorado Springs 
being given in the city auditorium. 
Iturbi to Baton Dallas 
Symph Sponsor Concert 
Dallas, June 8. 
Jose Iturbi will conduct and play 





tra next fall in a sponsor concert 
offered to members free of charge. 
No others will be admitted. 


Iturbi gave Stanley Marcus, 
president of the Dallas Symphony 
Society, permission to announce 
his appearance although some un- 
certainties in his plans still exist. 
He felt confident, he said, that he 
would be able to fulfill the engage- 
ment; if not, sponsors will receive 
another such concert of equal in- 
terest. 

The State Fair of Texas wants to 
present Iturbi with the Dallas 
Symphony in a concert open to the 
public. This also probably will be 
done. . 


Guild’s D. C. Concesh? 


Washington, June 8. 

There are reports that the Thea- 
tre Guild may offer Washington 
subscribers season tickets to their 
Baltimore performances due to the 
local National Theatre’s legit exit. 
This would lead to a longer run of 
Guild plays at the Lyric, these to 
accommodate Washingtonians who 
would trek to Baltimore. 

The part-time Washington office 
would be maintained for local sub- 
scribers. 








with the Dallas Symphony Orches- 


‘top but indications are that pace 
has not been maintained during 
| the second period. Unless “Insect” 
fares exceptionally well, the loss 
may reach $25,000. 

Offer of the International was 
made by the Marquis George de 
Cuevas, who is married into the 
Rockefeller family. His principal 
interest is ballet, which he estab- 
lished in the house several years 
ago after spending a fortune fixing 
up the theatre, but the venture 
terminated at an estimated loss of 
$900,000. In recent seasons the 
International was used for legit 
on several occasions under various 
managements, the only show rated 
a suceess there being “Hamlet” 
(Maurice Evans), presented by 
| Mike Todd. However, the house has 
otherwise caused financial head- 
,aches. De Cuevas rented the thea- 
|tre under a term lease which has 
| several years to run. 
| Whereas ART paid around 
| $5.000 weekly for rent of the In- 
‘ternational, the Center will have 
‘only the operating expense to 
figure in addition to the cost of 
| operating the shows presented. 
| Arrangements to take over the 
| house were made with de Cuevas 
| by Morton Baum, chairman of the 
Center's executive committee. Cen- 
ter is a non-profit organization 
| which pays a modest rental for the 
| City Center theatre to the city of 
|New York, which acquired pos- 
'session of the property through 
| tax foreclosure. 


Philly Academy of Music 
Due for Renovations 


Philadelphia, June 8. 

The Academy of Music, vener- 
able concert auditorium, will shut- 
‘ter for the summer June 19, after 
‘the Cosmopolitan Opera Co.’s pro- 
'duction of “Carmen.” Music hall 
‘will employ the layoff season to 
install all new seats, including 
same type seats in the peanut gal- 
lery as downstairs. 

Academy will reopen along last 
week in September, for Phila- 
delphia Orchestra’s 49th season. 
Virtually every open date next 
year has already been signed up 
or spoken for in the advance rush 


of bookings for the Academy. 

















Be 


London Trio of Preeiig. 





Look Like Sure Wits 


London, June 8% 
Three openings this week, 


sure hits. “Travellers’ Joy,” open- 
ing at the Criterion Wednesday 
(2). is a seintillating topical 
comedy of British tourists and 
their currency problems abroad. 
“Caribbean Rhapsody,” at the 
Wales Thursday (3), received an 
ovation, with the press in eulogies 
over Katherine Dunham's skill 
and \personality and the brilliant 
technique of her Negro dancer per- 
formers. Show should draw well. 
“The Giaconda Smile,” at the 
New June 3, adapted by Aldous 
Huxley from his own short story, 
has a sombre murder theme, and 
stars Clive Brook. Splendidly 
acted, 
Prospects are good for a run. 


Mayor’s School ‘Circuit’ 
Idea in N.Y. in Doubt; 





plays in New York highschool 
auditoriums by Equity Library 
players next season has the en- 
dorsement of Mayor O’Dwyer, who 
strongly recommended the pro- 
posal to the Board of Education, 
there seems to be some doubt 
whether the school “circuit” will 
eventuate. If shows are given in 


25c. or 50c. would be charged, as 


but should craft unions (stage- 
hands, etc.) step in as they usually 
do when admissions are paid, it 
may not be practical to establish 
the “circuit.” 

The mayor okayed the school 
Right,” a former John Golden hit. 
played by Equityites in a schoc* 
auditorium. 


write the school presentations and, 
although he financed the ET activi- 
ties for the past two seasons, 
Golden has yet to state whether 
he will continue to do so next sea- 
son. He recently expressed satis- 
faction over more than 80 actors 
getting regular stage engagements 
on the strength of their EL show- 
ings. 


compensated but the performers 
produceys. 


Hammerstein Can’t See 
‘Over-de-Mille’ Crack 


New York. 





Editor, Vagirty: 


truth by that vast army of stum- 
ble-bums whose opinions are based 


facts and figures. 


Miss de Mille has produced dances 
since she entered this field in 1943 
are “Oklahoma!”, “One Touch of 
Venus”, “Bloomer Girl’, “Carou- 
sel”, “Brigadoon” and “Allegro”. 
This is probably the longest stretch 
of uninterrupted success ever 
achieved by a choreographer in 
the history of the theatre. “Over- 


The crack is neither wise nor 
fair. If you think I lack a sense 
of humor about things like this, 
you're right. 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 


‘Cradle’ for Frisco 


Los Angeles, June 8. 

Howard Da Silva and Dan Mar- 
tin will stage a revival of the Marc 
Blitzstein musical, “The Cradle 
oy Rock,” in San Francisco this 
a 

Da Silva put it on in New York 
last winter with Alfred Drake star- 








ing 





Golden’s Plans a Factor 


Although the plan to present 8 Sponsors of anticipated . 


150 Sigws Scheduled for’ “43-4 














enthusiastically received, look like% 


! 
i 


‘that is certain to occur during 
‘The number of survivors by £ 
among the current crop is 


Closing of “Sally” at 
Saturday (5) preiuded a de 
ot Broadway's. list of att 






vancertain. “Hold It” folds 
ay (12). : 








Usiness 
: last week principally be-. 
cauiSef the holiday (Memorial: 
| DaySiMiky entrant for the balance 
of (hRGnth is “Howdy, Mr..Iee,” 





new 





revue slated to epen 












at the er June 24. No shows 
are ex Hin July, September's 
| planned aes are very sparse, 
so the seagomigg 1 9 will hardly 
get starte A. 
ing to preseé® 


it was warmly welcomed. out of eight tha 


| 





| 
| 
i 
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> 
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| 
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In Vaniety’s roundup of critical imported 
comments I was shocked by a Miller and Henry Sherek); “Life 
phrase which you used for a sub- | With Mother,” trying out in Detroit 
head: “Over - de - Mille - to - Store - currently (Osear Serlin); “Bravo, ’ 
A crack as ingenious as |“The Leading Lady” and “Town 
this frequentiy gets wide circula- | House 
tion and can become accepted as |“Speak to Me Of Love,” “Jane,” 


’ 


| 
! 


I rush in to block this threat | “Summer. and Smoke” 
by submitting these simple facts: Jones); The Woman With Red 
The musical plays for .which Hair’ (Leonard Field); “Honest 


{ 





| 


ithe .Playwrights Co. with fo 


However, 
number of sh 
coming season 
among them 


a 


dated for autumn are 
There are apprexiniatGiga(. pe 
plays and musicals fae “Por nex! 
season but announcedep Guctio: 
totals have never beeiia 

and the probabilities ; 
more than 40% of them 
the boards. 


New showmen are again f 


SH 4) 


ee 


tions but it’s evident that 
the managers and authors 
were dormant.last season are 
turning to action. That takes 


probables, and in addition to the 
author-manager combination, other 
dramatists are among the writers 
of shows due during the new sea- 


thé schools an admission fee of | 5°"- 


Theatre Guild, which was active 


the actors would be compensated, | last season, has a larger schedule 


of productions than ever, there 
being more than a dozen possibili- 
ties although the Guild is only 
committed to subscribers for Bix 
new- attractions annually. Max 
Gordon, who couldn't dig up a 


plan after seeing “Turn To The script last season, has scheduled 


four shows, three of which have 
already been slated for late- sum- 


The mayor has not mer tryout. 
indicated whether he would. under- | 


Musicals that should be among 
the fall entrants include: “Love 
Crawford), 
delena” (Edwin C. Lester, Homer 
Curran and Theatre Guild), ‘Tales 
of The South Pacific” (Rodgers, 
Hammerstein, Hayward and Lo- 
gan), “Heaven on Earth” (Monte 
Proser and Nat C. Litwack), “Tie 
Happiest Days” (Ned Warren and 
W. B. Stern), “Kiss Me Kate” 


Life” ‘(Cheryl “Mag- 


Players in ET shows are not (Lemuel Ayers and Arnold Saint 
“Small Wonder” and | 
are regarded as showcases for “Fifth Avenue.” 


Subber), 


“Magdelena” is being readied on 
the Coast, and from there a revival 
of “Naughty Marietta” may come 
east. Another revival listed is 


“Forty Five Minutes From Broad- 


way” (Milton Baron). 
Probables among the fall's new 
straight plays: “Edward My Son,” 
from England (‘Gilbert 


‘all by Max Gordon); 


“The Silver Whistle” ‘all by The- 
atre Guild); “Anni of a Thousand 


on catch phrases rather than on Days’; “Cry, The Beloved Coun- 


try”. (both by the Playwrights); 
(Margo 


John” (Bonfils and Somnes). 


10 Stars Lined Up For 


L.A. Al Fresco Season 
Los Angeles, June 8. 


Third season of light opera at 
the Greek theatre in Griffith Park 





de-Mille” seems to be a very long | opens July 5 with 10 stars and nine 
and slow route to the storehouse. featured players lined up thus far 


by Gene Mann, producer. 
mer program starts with 


Sum- 
“The 


|Merry Widow” and includes such 


musicals as “The Vagabond King,” 
“The Student Prince,” “Musie in 
the Air” and “Anything Goes.” 

On the star roster are Ann Jef- 
freys, Dorothy Sandlin, Lawrence 
Brooks, Polyna Stoska, Charles 
Fredericks, Jan Clayton, Gertrude 
Niesen, Rudy Vallee, Felix Knight 
and Alan Mowbray. On the fea- 
tured list are Raymond Walburn, 
Roger Dann, Paul Valentine, Lionel 
Stander, Ian Keith, Walter Kings- 
ford, Buster West, Frances Mc- 





Cann and Billy Griffith. 


was wetter for most 
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Minimum Actor Hikes ‘to ‘$75-100 
or Bway, Road on Equity Agenda 


it’s virtually definite that legit + 
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Two New Shows Set for Saratoga 
Tryout; Other Strawhat Jottings 


legend of Francesca Da Rimini, the 


VARIETY 
Pix-to-Legit Shuttle 


Cincinnati, June 8. 
Harry K. McWilliams, exploita- 
tion manager for Columbia Pic- 
tures, is again serving as public 
relations director of the Cincy 
Summer Opera Assn., which opens 





Saratoga, N. Y., June 8. 





a six-week season at the Zoo June . , - 
; : 4d ee ; . inti ; york of David MacMakin. It will 
actors will demand increased mini- ’ 27. McWilliams has held the post! Two tryouts, an intimate revue, | wor aes : 
sialon ay ; “mi > si “Without Rhyme or Reason,” star-|run two weekends beginning 
mums, prohably from the present W. K. Clark $ Collab intermittently since 1937. ik Bert Wheeler, and a comedy, | Aug. 6. 
Hillbarn will be directed by Rob- 


As last year, he commutes on 


$60 to $75 weekly in New York and “Miss Dilly Says No,” featuring 





i i ili ll Clark, whose | ,, ‘ : ' } 
$100 on the road, adding to the in-| William my | weekends from his New York WwW ‘ill highlight John| ert. Brauns, with Sam Rolph in 
See spiral which-some feel "The Daughter” is scheduled by | office. itiitnas’ epewl ason at the | charge of settings and costumes. 








- could curtail production during the | pay) str>ger for fall production on Spa Summer Theatre. The cur- 














Bing season. Just what the Broadway, is collaborating on an- | tain will be lifted the night of July Hayes-“Alice” 15G at Olney 

+z ctors will seek in contract changes sibet play with Manuel J. Resta: | . 3 with “Rhyme or Reason,” and | Olney, Md., June 8. 
a with the managers will likely be | bere. It’s a comedy, “The General | ] y é probably will be rung down with| *Olney theatre here, opening its 
pe © Andicated Friday (11), when ene Came Home,” about a smalltown | “Dilly (by Theodore Pratt) 1M season with Helen Hayes in “Alice- 
rT” second section of Equity’s annual ‘merchant who returns from the | - early September. It will be a 10- | Sit-by-the-Fire,” Friday, May 28, 
ye meeting will be’ held at the Hotel) |”, hero-general, and is pre- | 'week season. Fred Hillebrand | grossed an estimated $15,000 for 
at Astor, N.Y. Meeting held May 26 vented by his admiring neighbors 00m wrote the musical. eight days (12 performances), Fri- 
oy was not completed within the pn resuming his old easygoing rs Other plays scheduled by Hunt-/| day (28) through Sunday (6). Top 
: . hotel’s 5:30 p.m. deadline, and the life. Idea was suggested by Rosen- ington are: “The Late George Ap-| was $3. House, seating 596, was 
additional session was found io be | berg. who hopes to produce it next ‘ley,” with Grant Mitchell, July | sold out for entire engagement be- 

necessary for the first time. | winter nier tu 13-18; “Othello,” with Canada Lee, | fore opening plus overtiows. ; 
; That Equity should ask for in- | a ‘ | Claire Luce and Wesley Addy, and) Current is Mady Christians, in 

a4 ee mhieh i held liable, Clark's The Daughter’ deals ‘direction by Henry Jones, July | “Papa Is AIL” 
: — renee basco aE stage jobs , with pact = res! z= a A resident New York City ballet | 20-25; “Kind Lady,” wie Syivia | ari 
0 recHer vor ‘der- | Fodd Lincoln. He has aiso Writ-| company, as complement to the | Sidney, July 27-Aug. 1; “The Last : “Wav 
~~ at this time when it is consider” |. 4 third play localed in a board- New York City pers Co. and New | of Mrs. Cheyney,” with Kay Fran- pangs oP Poe 2 


'cis, Aug. 3-8; “John Loves Mary,” 

'with Jackie Cooper, Aug. 18-19. 
William Mendrek will be direc- 

tor. Permanent company includes 


Director Richard North Gage, of 
the Harrisburg community theatre, 
who will return to the Hi-Way the- 


ing ways and means to increase 
actor employment, drew consider- 
able comment. The same tilt 1s 


ling house for mothers and chil- 
‘dren. He is regularly a member 
of the CBS script staff. 


York City Symphony, is evolving 
as result of recent moveg by Lin- 
coln Kirstein, president of Ballet 


for his second 


, planned for Chorus Equity. Last 
season the chorus was given an In- 
crease, the minimum being put at | 
$60 Jequalling Equity’s minimum) 
on Broadway and $65 on tour. e- | 
-cause of the latter boost it was fig- 
ured that it was just a matter of | 
time until the actors followed suit. 
However, a fair percentage of 
ensemble people,, especially ballet 
dancers and _ showsgirls, received | 
pay higher than the scale mini-, 
mum in N.Y. and also on tour. 

Criticism of increased minimums , 
is principally on the ground that | 
newcomers to the stage will benefit 
as much as_ professionals with 

experience. The anticipated boost 
may also add impetus to the num- 
ber.of summer stock graduates ex- 
pected to join Equity. Recently | 
rules were made to limit new | 
members from . strawhats, and | 
although*it was clear that Equity 
has more members than there are | 


| 
| 


jobs, the regulation was with- | 
drawn. 
Contract committee has been 


laboring for weeks over the welter | 
of suggestions for changes in the | 
contract provisions. Some ideas | 
are réported to have been scratched 
but many others are “being con- 
sidered and will probably be talked 
over at this week’s membership 
session. In addition to the actors” 
demands, a scale for stage man- 
agers is also on the agenda. Latter 
are Equityites, and they seek a 
stipulated minimum of $175 or 
$200 on Broadway and $250 on the 
road. As with actors of known 
ability, salary for stage managers 
appears to*be a matter of agree- 
ment or bargaining with producers 
individually. 

Producers will likely adjust sala- 
ries to meet operating budget fig- 
ures should the planned tilts be in- 
corporated in contracts. It’s pre- 
sumed that actors rated in the 
$150 - per - week - or - more classifi- 
cations will be asked or required to 
accept less to balanée the increased 
minimums. As for musicals the 
number of ensemble people may be 
reduced. 

Negotiations on increases for. 
actors and others should make for 
a lively summer for the managers, | 
who say there must be a limit in 
the boosting of production and 
operational costs. 


Lomask to Scout Pitt 
Symph Players in N. Y. 


Pittsburgh, June 8. 


Milton Lomask, former assistant 
concertinaster of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony and now a radio musi- 
cian in New York, is the local or- 
ganization’s new personnel direc- 
tor in Manhattan. Main job is ar- 
ranging auditions for prospects for 
the orchestra. He succeeds Charles 
Kunen, who handled that job for 
Pitt Symph 10 years until his death 
a short time ago. 

With the resignation of Fritz 
Reiner as conductor after a decade, 
Pittsburgh won’t have a regular 
es baton wielder next season but will 
use a series of guest conductors. 
among them Leonard Bernstein 
and Artur Rodzinski. 




























Scott, Corey for ‘Turtle’ 


Santa Barbara, June 8. 
Martha Scott and Wendell Corey 
will play two of the three roles in 
‘The Voice of the Turtle,” to be 
Staged as a strawhatter at the 
Lobero theatre, opening June 15. 
Company is negotiati with 
Glenda Farrell, currently In New 





Berlin Goes Longhair 
As He Finally Makes 
Carnegie Hall Concert 


Although Irving Berlin will be 
the first to deny it, he went long- 
hair Saturday (5) night. Occasion 
was the closing night in the Car- 
negie Pops Orchestra season at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., and Berlin 
joined those immortals like Tchai- 
kovsky, Wagner, Strauss and 
Gershwin with a concert evening 
devoted entirely to his music. The 
best part of it was that Berlin was 
there to enjoy it and take part in 
it, a chore he took over with ob- 
vious relish. 

Conductor Jack Shaindlin and 


his crew of N. Y. Philharmonic and 


|other symph players were paying 


tribute to Berlin for his 40 years 
of songwriting, his recent 60th 
birthday and his unique contribu- 
tion to American pop music. It 
was also a swell plug for Metro’s 


| forthcoming “Easter Parade,” with 


the program’s second half devoted 
largely to music from the forth- 
coming pic. Berlin came on to- 
wards the evening’s close to lift a 
fair evening into an exciting one 
and send SRO audience home 
happy. “Well, Carnegie Hall, I 
finally made it,” were his first 
words, to which he gagged “this 
is the closest I’ve been to good 
musie.”’ ; 

Berlin was easy and informal, 
and very much at home with the 
mike, and the crowd loved it. His 
voice has improved—well, it has 
the New Look, then—since his 
“This Is the Army” days. He sang 
“How I Hate to Get Up in the 
Morning” (in which he had the 
audience join); the unpublished 
“Oh for a Dress Again,’ which he 
wrote for the WACs in the Pacific, 
and “God Bless America’—refer- 
ring to the last as ‘a song as close 
to me as any I’ve written.” 


All-American Evening 


The evening was a wonderful 
album of the all-American songs of 
our time, limited by one factor and 
marred by another. Berlin’s music 
are all ballads, making for a cer- 
tain sameness in an evening of 
music, especially when four vocal- 
ists follow each other without an 
instrumental interlude. But what 
was more serious, the mediocre 
talent assembled as soloists (and 
there were a dozen) didn’t show 
the music up at its best. True, 
there were exceptions. But nitery 
crooners who swallow words; bel- 
lowing tenors, and _ super-coy 
operatic sopranos who sing off key, 


certainly were out of place Satur- | 


day night. Too often they got 
completely in the way of the music. 


.On the other hand, it was inter- 
esting to note the continued appeal 
of old songs like “All By Myself” 
and “Lady of the Evening,” es- 
pecially when sung as well as Tony 
Craig did. Charles Fredericks, 
who was an indifferent emcee, 
made up for it by a sterling rendi- 
tion of “Gir, That I Marry” and 
“Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody.” 
Vera Barton did a neat job with 
“How Deep Is the Ocean.” Rest of 
talent varied. But it was Berlin 
se Teng . egg affair into a 
vivid one, to take its proper place 
in Carnegie Hall history. And sitter 
Saturday night’s experience, one 
expects a concerto to pop out of 








York, for the third role. 





his pocket any day now. Bron. 


Society. Latter group, a non-profit 
organization ‘with about 600 sub- 
scription members, gave its first 
public, commercial performances 
at City Center, N.Y., for four days 
this spring. Idea was to test the 
dance group before paying N.Y. 
| audiences, and gauge its pull as a 
|regular commercial outfit. 
Encouraged by the results, Bal- 
|let Society is now tieing itself up 
|with the City Center. Troupe will 
ifurnish dancers for the Center’s 
/opera season, for all operas requir- 
‘ing ballet.” In addition, the organ- 
‘ization will offer fyll evenings of 





p ballet on Monday and Tuesday 


‘nights for 10 weeks this fall, re- 
placing the suspended N.Y. City 
'Symphony. If the public supports 
ithe ballet, as is hoped, there may 
ibe a week or two of solid ballet 
following the fall opera season. 
Kirstein and associates, and the 
|Center management, envision an 
jeventual setup at the 


| doing opera, ballet and symphony, 
(to the exclusion of the currently 
|booked outsiders like the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo, Draper and 
Adler, etc. Ballet Society’s troupe 
would be known as the New York 
City Ballet Co. Company wouldn’t 
tour at all, but be satisfied with 
remaining in N.Y. (where it has its 
own ballet school). It would thus 
be the first ballet company that 
didn’t travel. 


Drama Crowding Opera 

Acquisition by the City Center 
of the International, at Columbus 
Circle, also ‘solves a problem—the 
growing opera and dramatic sea- 
sons at the Center, which were be- 
ginning to crowd each other. Plan 
is now to’ swing the Jose Ferrer 
dramatic productions over to the 
International in the fall, leaving 
that much more room for music 
events at City Center. The Mar- 
quis de Cuevas, International's 
lessor, turned his theatre over to 
City Center through Ballet Society, 
leaving to Kirstein and associates 
the say-so on productions. Kirstein 
has plans for lyric theatre produc- 
tions at the International, similar 
to “The Telephone” and “The 
Medium,” which were originally 
staged by Ballet Society. 

With Ballet Theatre passing up 
a New York season this autumn, 
there will be less ballet in N.Y. 
this fall than last, despite Ballet 
Society’s entrance into the com- 
mercial field, and the ballet festival 
to be staged in connection with 
New York’s Jubilee. Ballet Russe, 
signed for three weeks at the Met, 
will dance only two, although Pay- 
ing rent for the third. Management 
was seared by the losses sustained 
at the Met this spring by Ballet 
Theatre. 

Ballet Society, which’ has been 
;Operating on an annual $150,000 
budget, thinks it can carry on at 
City Center. With the Center pay- 
ing for the 12 or 14 dancers 
needed in opera performances, the 
ballet company believes it can 
break even or do better on its two 
ballet nights. At a $3 top, it can 
8ross $5,000 a night, and estimated 
cost a night is $4,000. 


Lee After Det. Angels 


Canada Lee planed to Detroit 
last week in search of Negro finan- 
cial backers for “The Widow’s 
Walk,” legit play in which he owns 
an interest. 








engagement in “Othello” 
Massachusetts strawhat. 


in a 








Center | 
'wherein the whole season will be | 
‘taken up with its own companies | 


He's also slated for a two-week | 


Clyde Waddell, Ruth Hermansen, 
Kurt Richards, Dorothy Beattie, 


gretti.. Paul McGuire is back as 
set designer; Jack Fitzpatrick will 
be stage manager. 

Performances will run Tuesday 
|through Sunday. with matinees 
Sunday. 





Memphis’ CE Permits 
Memphis, June 8. 
For the first time in the 11 years 
|of its history, the Memphis Open 
|'Air Theater is taking out Chorus 
| Equity working permits for the 50 
| ensemble singers and dancers it is 
using this season. 
| Kids have hoofed and hollered 
| for free cn an amateur basis up to 
inow. General Manager Joseph 
Cortese is putting ’em on a $25- 
a-week salary basis this summer, 
however, -plus $15 for advance 
|rehearsal weeks, and is also pay- 
‘ing their Equity fees. 
Change is expected 
around $15,000 for the _ season, 





Roderich Winchell and Ted Alle- 








atre, Ebensburg, 
strawhat season at the helm of the 
Greentree Players, will take seven 
members of his local troupe along 
for roles in his eight-play sched- 
ule. 

Six of the seven actors have re- 
ceived acting awards from the Har- 
risburg Drama Critics’ Circle dur- 
ing the past two seasons. They are 
Robert W. Decost, Harlan Wilbert, 
Susanne Porter, Lovinia Buckwal- 
ter, Catherine Meikle and Cameron 
Ralston. The seventh is Ronald 
Betz. 

Gage leaves Thursday, June 17, 
accompanied by his technical as- 
sistant, Marjorie Green Brubaker, 
to prepare for the opening play, 
“The Late George Apley,” which 
bows Saturday, June 26. 





5 New Milford Tryouts 
New Milford, Conn., June 8. 
Five tryouts will be presented 
this summer by Louis Townsend’s 
Theatre-in-the-Dale here. They 


to cost} are the London play, “The Aston- 
|ished Ostrich,” 
;which opens Monday night, June | June 23; “An Old Friend of Moth- 


with Greta Keller, 


/28, with “The Great Waltz” star-|er’s,” by Thomas W. Phipps, July 


| ring Mack Harrell of the M 
politan. 





Greenbush Tryout 
Blauvelt, N. Y., June 8. 
Sam F. Hoffman’s courtroom 
melodrama, “Once Upon a Life,” 
will be tried out the week of June 
29 by Harry Rosen’s Greenbush 
theatre here. 
The strawhatter opens the season 
with “Blithe Spirit.” 


Barter’s ‘Voltaire’ Production 
Abingdon, Va., June 8. 
“Voltaire,” a new play by Sher- 
man Ewing, will be tried out this 
summer by the Barter theatre, with 
Peter Fry staging. The author is 
co-producer of the Broadway revue, 
“Angel in the Wings.” 
The Barter season opens June 10. 


Hazel Dawn, Daughter Team 
Newport, R. I., June 8. 

Hazel Dawn and her daughier, 
Hazel Dawn, Jr., will appear to- 
gether in Ruth Gordon’s “Years 
Ago” to open the season the week 
of June 28 at the Newport Casino 
theatre. 

Sara Stamm operates the spot, 
with Cecil Clovelly as production 
director and Jean Barrere stage 
manager. 











New Lynn Riggs Play 
Jutland, N. J., June 8. 

New play by Lynn Riggs, “Verdi- 
gris Primitive,” will be premiered 
at the Hunterdon Hills playhouse 
here the week of July 15, with 
Mary Hunter staging. 

Another highlight of the straw- 
hatter’s schedule will be the ap- 
pearance of Fritzi Scheff in a re- 
vival of George Kelly’s comedy, 
“The Torchbearers.” 


‘Criminals’ L. 1. Tryout 
Smithtown Branch, L. L., June 8. 
New play, “The Criminals,” four- 
character lier by Harry Granick, 
will be tried out at the Old Town 
theatre here opening Aug. 31. 

It will be the closing bill of the 
season. 





Hillbarn’s ‘Gynt’ Opener 

San Francisco, June 8. 
_ Hillbarn summer theatre’s open- 
ing seasonal production will be 
Ibsen’s ‘Peer Gynt,” July 2. It 
will run three weekends. Show 
will have 38 scenes and a cast of 
75. The cast almost equals audi- 
ence capacity of Hillbarn’s play- 
house, which is located on El 
Camino Real in San Mateo. 

On July 23 the Hillbarnites will 

-deo- Noel Coward’s “Home Chat,” to 


final production is to be 





medieval 


Deceit,” based on the 


etro- | 





run for two weekends; third and | Th 





14; a new adaptation by John Mc- 
Kinney ot “Camille,” with Tilly 
Losch and Jabez Grey, July 28; “No 
Room for Peter Pan,” by H. Jae- 
dicker Taub, Aug. 11, and an un- 
disclosed work Aug. 25. 

The season closes Sept. 5. 





Malden Bridge’s Reopening 
Malden Bridge, N.Y., June 8. 
The Malden Bridge Playhouse, 
reopened two years ago by a group 
of former service people, under the 
direction of Eunice Osborne, will 
begin a 10-week season June 30. 
“Years Ago” is the tee-offer. Other 
plays will be presented in this or- 


der: “Jasgn,” “Suspect,” “Out of 
the Frying Pan,” “Outward 
Bound,” “Ten Nights in a Ball- 


room,” “Ten Little Indians,” “All 
My Sons,” “Blithe Spirit” (or a 
new piece) and “The Show Off.” 

The Playhouse is a converted 
barn. ™ 





Herbert’s Pitt Repeat 
Pittsburgh, June 8. 

Tim Herbert, doing summer 
opera opener, “Show Boat,” cur- 
rently at Pitt Stadium, will shove 
off for St. Louis Saturday night 
(12) to do a couple of shows there, 
but returns here at the end of the 
season for two more musicals. He’s 
been signed for both “Hit the 
Deck” and “Babes in Toyland” 
here in July. 

Although slated for role of Mat 
Bascom in “Deck,” Herbert will 
probably move up into part of 
Bilge Smith in case Gil Lamb isn’t 
available. Lamb had been signed 
for lead but that.was before he 
went into the new Broadway show, 
“Sleepy Hollow.” 


3 Cal. Stocks, 1 in N. M.. 
: Los Angeles, June 8. 
Strawhat drama is not generat- 
ing undue heat in this territory. 
Only three summer stock com- 
panies in California have been 
posted with Equity, and one in 
New Mexico. ‘ 
Troupes registered this far in 
California are Lobero theatre, 
Santa Barbara, operated by Brack- 
ett and Rathbun; The Actors’ Com- 
pany. La Jolla, and the Laguna 
Players, Laguna Beach, run_ by 
Jus Addis. The New Mexico en- 
try is El Teatro, conducted by Ann 
Lee in Santa Fe. 


3 Buffalo Strawhats Set 
Buffalo, June 8. 

Buffalo and environs will have 
three strawhats this summer. 

The Lake Shore Playhouse at 
Derby will begin its season June 5. 
e new Boulevard Playhouse, for- 
merly the Boston Valley Players, 

(Continued on page 51) 
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Chi BO. Field Paced by ‘Shoes’ 356; 


Boat’ 256, Blossom’ 116, Mary’ 166 


Chicago, June 8. 

Musicals fared best last week at 
the Chi boxoffices. “High Button 
Shoes” paced the field with abso- 
Jute capacity sale. “Show Boat” 
eased off despite heavy matinee 
trade. “Blossom Time” wound up 
a two-week stay (5). Only reason 
for decline of “John Loves Mary” 
might be wholesale cast switch, but 
mail orders are in fine shape. “On 
Approval” couldn't overcome crit- 
ics’ shellackings and folded Satur- 
day ‘5). 

” Estimates fer Last Week 

“Blossom Time,” Studebaker 
(Qnd wk) (1,246; $3.71). Closed 
Saturday (5) with mild $11,000. 

“High Butten Shees.” Great 
Northern (3rd wk) (1,500; $6.18). 
Terrific $38,000. 

“John Loves Mary,” Harris (17th 
wk?) (1.000; $3.71). First decline in 
months, but stili fine take. $16,- 
000. 


“Qn Approval,” Selwyn (‘ist wk) | 


(1.006: $3.71). Show closed here 
after poor press. Lean $5,000. 

“Show Beat,” Shubert (14th wk) 
(2.100; $4.94). Making stay of it; 
eased off to around $25,000. 


3-Corner Hassle Brews 
Between AGMA, Opera Co., 





Whalen on French Invite 


Invitation by the City of New 
York to the Paris Opera Co. Ballet 
to play a two-week engagement 
this fall at the City Center, N. Y., 
in connection with N. Y.’s Jubilee, 
has involved the municipal admin- 
istration in a hassle with the New 
York City Opera Co. and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 

Issue is whether the visit of the 
dance troupe will curtail the Cen- 
ter opera season from a projected 
10 weeks’ to eight or even six. 
The dance festival is to extend 
four weeks, with U. S. troupes 
dancing the other two. Situation 
may be solved, however, by spot- 
ting the French outfit into the In- 
ternational theatre, which has been 


offered to City Center officials on | 


a rent-free basis. 

The opera group had worked out 
a new contract at favorable terms 
with AGMA on the basis of the 10- 
week plan. 


director of the 


as municipal 
invited the 


jubilee celebration, 


~ French dancers for the City Center 


appearance without checking the 
house sked. 

Having eased its financial terms 
on the strength of the 10-week 
season, AGMA opposed the book- 
ing of the French troupe at the 
Center during the period opera 
was to have played the house. 
Union officials claim the situation 
would cost about three weeks’ em- 
ployment to 100 of its members. 


Added Strawhats 


Following are the summer thea- 
tres, not included in previous list- 
ings, slated to operate this season, 
Equity-franchised spots are desig- 
nated by ‘E.) and non-Equity by 


(N.). 
CONNECTICUT 
Stamferd; Stamford Summer 
theatre; Franklin Trask, George L. 
Schoot. (E.) 


SETTS 
Gleucester; Bass Rocks theatre: 
Franklin Trask, Diane Cutler. ‘E.) 
Marion; Harbor playhouse; house 
will be dark, not operated by Ed- 
ward Shanley, as reported; Cledge 
rts owns the property. 
ymouth; Priscilla Keach thea- 
es rake Trask, Alison Haw- 
ey. (KE.) 
Mieaediaiies Sethe Bush Little 
theatre. (N.) 
; Minnesota Univ. 
theatre. 





Nerth Conway; Eastern Slope 
theatre; Paul Wilson, Valentine 
Bean. ‘E.) 

NEW YORK 

Annandale - on - Hudson; 
Playhouse; Lew Danis. ‘E.) 

eport; Bridgeport  piay- 
house; Cliff Self. «N.) 

Mt. Vernon; Westchester Wom- 
an’s Club; Anita Grannis, Hugh 
Rennie, William Whiting, 46 Bank 
st., N. Y. (E). 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Pittsburgh; Pitt Stadium oper- 
etias; William Wymetal. ‘E.) 


VERMONT 
Park; St. Michael's 


Bard 


Winooski 
College playhouse; Prof. Henry 
Fairbanks. 


‘i | 
v— 





Through a misunder- | 
standing, howevér, Grover Whalen, | 


Current Road Shows 


(June 7-19) 
q “Anna Lucasta” — Rajah, Read- 
ing (7-8), Lyric, Allentown (9-10): | 
State, Elmira (11-12): Erie, Schenec- 
tady (14-15); Avon, Utica (16): 
Royal Alex., Tor. (17-19). 
“Annie Get Your Gun”. —Opera 
7 Frisco (7-12); Aud., Frisco (14- 
“Blackouts of 1948” —F] Capi- 
tan, L.A. (7-19). 
“Blessom Time” 
Chi. (7-12). 





— Studebaker. 


“Brigadoon” — Philharmonic. 
ih. A. if 9-92). 
| “Burlesque” — Shubert, Bost 
| (7-19). 
| “Careusel’’—Aud., St. Paul (14- 


19). 
“Harvey’—Nat'l, Wash. (7-12). 
“Harvey”—Geary, Frisco (7-12). 
“High Button Shoes” — Gt. 
| Northern, Chi. (7-19). 

“John Loves Mary’—Harris, Chi 


| (7-19). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan” — 
, Aud. Long Beach (7): Aud., Pas- 
jadena (8): Aud., Fresno (9-10): 
|} Aud., Sacramento (11-12); Geary, 
| Frisco (14-19). 
“Life with Mother’—Cass, Det. 


(7-19). 
“Naughty Marietta” — Phiihar- 


monic, L. A. (14-19). ‘ 
“Oklahema!""—Opera Hse., Bost. 

(7-19). 

| “Oklahoma!” — Biltmore, L. A. 

} (7-19). 

| “Private Lives”—Curran, Frisco 

1(7-19). 

| “Shew Boat” — Shubert, Chi. 

(7-19). 


| “Winslow Bey”’—Grand, London, 
(7-8); Savoy, Hamilton (9); Erlan- 





| ger, Buff. (10-12); Music Hall, K. C. 
| (14-19). 
‘Winslow’ 226, Det. 


Detroit, June 8. 


After a week of darkness, 
_troiters rushed to the Cass 
|week and dropped a sizzling, ap-| 
| proximately $22,000 in the b.o. to} 
'see “The Winslow Boy.” 
“Life With Mother.” with 
|Dorothy Stickney and Howard 
| Lindsay in the leading roles, opens 
| tonight (8). It’s penciled in for a! 
| two-week run. 





i 
! 
| 
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| Strawhat Jottings 
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tees off June 30, and third entry 
is the new Grand Island Playhouse, 
July 6. 

Lake Shore includes Fred Ross 
and Peggy Love as leads, with 
Sherman Severin, Joan Evans, Paul 
Brown, Frances Ingalls. Edward 
Morris, Jay MacDonald and Jo 
Fisher. The Grand Islanders will 
have Kathryn Kingdon as director 
and Clarence Ferris assisting. All 
of the units have already an- 





Utah U. Festival Set 
Salt Lake City, June 8. 
The University theatre will go 
ahead with plans for a summer 


| With 
Curran, Frisco theatregoers were 
on their toes. 


| Pop prices. ! 
De- | $37,000, capacity at scale. Remains |and_ was credited with $13,000; / 
last two more and should maintain | profitable for run comedy. 


nounced their summer attractions. | 


‘ ey a: , 
Annie’ 606, ‘Lives’ 196, 
‘ ’ if ce 
Harvey’ 1236, Frisco 
San Francisco, June 8. 
With two major openings on the 
Same night (31), “Annie Get Your 
Gun” with Mary Martin at the 
Opera House and “Private. Lives” 
Tallulah Bankhead at the 


& Both shows rated 
critical raves, 
rific $60,000. “Lives” did a nice 
$19,000. “Harvey.” at the Geary, 
had an okay $12,500. 

“Harvey,” now entering its final 
and fourth week, will have three 
leads in that many days. 
‘4), regular star Joc E. Brown will 
give finale performance for season. 
Saturday Brock Pemberton will 
Step into the role of Elwood P. 
Dowd for the benefit of the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. On Monday 
(7) Rudy Vallee takes over until 
ciuse OF show on the 12th. when he 
leaves for N. Y 


time Monday (14) at the Geary 
with Cornelia Otis Skinner. 


Burlesque’ 146, 
‘Okla!’ 376, Hub 


Boston, June 8. 
Hub legit season is dwindling 
| here this week, with only one item 
,on the _ Rialto. “Oklahoma!” 
| Opened last week for a three-week 


engagement at the Opera House at | eased slightly; figured around $17,-, wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). 


pop prices; drew raves, and an ad- 
ditional boxoffice was opened at 
| the Majestic. “Burlesque,” in sec- 
/ ond of two at the Shubert, did mild 
| $14,000 to close that house for the 
season. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Burlesque,” Shubert (2d wk) 
(1.570; $3.60). Bert Lahr show did 


fair $14,000, its second week. 
Moved out June 5 and house dark. 

“Oklahoma!” Opera House (ist 
wk) (3,000; $3.60). Third visit of 





throughout. 


‘Harvey’ 286, D.C. 


Washington, June 8. 
“Harvey,” with Frank Fay. got 





stanza at the National last week, 
the take being hypoed by a sell- 
out Memorial Day matinee. For 
the first three weeks, “Harvey” 
has grossed a red hot $81,000 here. 


| in a house scaled toe $3.60. 


It’s figured te run at least until 
the end of June, since the theatre 
is air-conditioned. 


Skulnik 3G, N.H. 


New Haven, June 8. 

Menasha Skuinik, playing a one- 
night stand of “The Baby Sitter” at 
the Shubert Monday (7), was an 
advance sellout for a hefty single 
performance gross of approximately 
$3,000 at $3.60 top. 

Show is penciled for a fall return 
| date. 





“Annie” did a ter- | 


Friday | 


S tor } “Lady Winder- | 
|mere’s Fan” returns for a second 





Bway Biz Stil Spotty Though Most . 





Last wel, ae with overcast 
| skies, a brea 


fer theatres. Monday 
(31) there were 14 Memorial Day | 
‘matinees, nearly all switched from 
the midweek and grosses were ail 
‘right though business was spotty. | $7,000; 
While most shows were better at plenty: closing Saturday (12). 
the boxoffice to some degree, others | 


Shows Picked Up; Sleepy’ 10146, in 4 
Sally’ Folds, Hold It’ Follows Suit 


musical are doubly profiting. Con- 
itinues to capacity here; $38,000. 

“Hold It,” National (5th wk) (mM. 
| 1.164; $6). Without parties takings 
|dived and last week's gross .under 
shelling out 


(Sth 


producer 


“Inside U.S.A.,” Century 


dropped and the exit of the weaker wk) (R-1,.670; $6). Actuai strength 


grossers is slated during the month. ’ 
Hollow,” last musical | When with only one sellout party, 
e summer or early | 8TOSS again went well over $47,000; 
ce for the biggest gross in town. 


“Sleepy 
due in until lat 
fall, looks bad, with closing noti 
up. “The Insect Comedy,” 


}and iast of the City Center Teper- 
The Habi-| 
ind’ dependent on business next few 


tory, got a miid press. 
mah players from Palestine w 
up Thursday (10) evening. 
of “Sally” closed 
Sat. (5). “Hold 
i week (12). 
| Estimates For Last Week 
| Keys: C (Comedy), D 
,CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) 
“Allegro,” Majestic (34th 


Tt’ quits 


wk) 


(M-1,695; $6). Not much change in ;accounted for 
Highly-regarded, musi- | $38,000. 


pace here. 


000 last week. 

| “Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(26th wk) (R-998; $4.80). 
fairly well for musical of its type; 
| 

“Annie Get Your Gan,” Imperial 
(108th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Adver- 
tising tickets for sale through 
summer; crack musical went up, 
$36,500 last week. 

“Ballet Ballads,” Music Box (3d 
wk) (M-977; $4.80). Better business 
last week encouraged management. 
Takings nearly $10,500 and may 
continue to climb after slow start; 
but last two weeks announced. 

“Born Yesterday.” Lyceum (122d 





Brigadeon,” Zicgieid (65th wk) 
| (M-1,628; $4.80). Helped by wet 
| Sunday (20), attendance for both 
_performances then being excellent. 
|Gross on week up, $26,000. 


“Command Decision,” Fulton 


(35th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Improved | 
,/more than $28,000 for its third |more than other straight shows that 


perked last week and takings went 
to approximately $17,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(73d wk) (M-1,319: $4.80). One of 
the musicals that drew satisfactori- 
ly last week, when takings went 
around $27,000 mark. 

“Fer Leve er Money,” Miller 
(31st wk) (C-940; $4.20). Slipped to 
around $7,000 and comedy is in its 
last two weeks; slated to close 
June 19.. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (189th wk) 
(C-902; $4.20). Business was better 
here and with James Dunn in the 
lead the count was quoted around 


$11,000. 

“High Butiten Shoes,” Shubert 
(35th wk) (M-1,387; $6). With the 
road company drawing excellent 
business in Chicago, producers of 











theatre festival, two plays to be 
presented outdoors at the Univ. of 
'Utah stadium, “Show Boat” and 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 


conjunction with the Utah Sym-) 
phony. Big names are being sought 
for the leads. 


Olid Leg’s 3G "47 Net 

Minneapolis, June 8. 
Old Log gy pe mp 
$3,000 last season, its sponsors an- 
nounce. Theatre opens a 14-week 
season this week with “The Glass | 
Menagerie,’ and Mary Perry has_ 
been brought in to play the Lau- 
rette Taylor role. It has six Equity | 
members in its personnel and also | 

conducts an acting school. 
Theatre is located at Lake Min- 
netonka, 19 miles outside of Minne- 


apolis. 








Diana Lynn Stars | 
Hollywood, June 8. 
Diana Lynn will star in the 
American premiere of “Ultra- 
Marine.” an English comedy by 
Peter Blackmore, to be staged at 
La Jolla. Play will be No. 7 on 
the summer program. | 
Troupe will revive “Berkeley | 
Square,” with Van Heflin and 
Peggy Cummins in top roles dur- 
ing the season. 


Dimitri Mitrepoulos, Minneapo- 
lis Symphony Orchestra conduc- 
tor, will conduct five concerts in 





San Francisco next May at a spring | 
music festival to be staged in the | 
War Memorial Opera House. 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Although it was tentatively set for “Command Decision” to play 


€ _ | Central City, Colo., for a limited date this summer. it’s understood 
The_ performances will run in the idea has been scratched. Kermit Bloomgarden, who presents the 


war-play hit, prefers to continue the run of “Decision” as is on Broad- 
way (Fulton) through the summer, drama being routed for the road 


in the fall. It was planned to send Paul Kelly, show’s star, and several 
supporting players to the Colorado “ghost town,” using replacemen 
' for them in the original cast. Those in charge of Central City’s summer 


ts 


entertainment proposed building the setting there but Bloomgarden 
has received no recent word from the committee. 

Last summer “Harvey” was played in Central City under similar 
arrangements, Frank Fay appearing there, with James Stewart then 
taking over the lead in the Broadway company. The 33-performance 


‘engagement was capacity throughout. 





The number of backers for “Sleepy Hollow,” which opened on 


from $1,000. 


Lessner, who comppsed the score. 


Russell Maloney and Miriam Battista, who wrote the lyrics and_ 
book, are also husband and wife, 


| Broadway at the St. James last Thursday (3), is stated to be 103, 
‘something of a record for angel-collecting, shares ranging upward 
Lorraine Lester, making her managerial bew, is the 
‘largest investor, having put im $25,000. She’s the wife of George 


it being their first collaboration. 


Maloney, veteran magazine writer, has the weekly radio program 


“Of Men and Books.” “Sleepy” was in some stage of preparation for 


two years befere it reached the boards. Total investment to the date 





‘of premiere approximated $230,000. 
| 


Business for “Ballet Ballads,” which was transferred from its ex- 
perimental-show status to regular legit, picked up encouragingly last 
week on Broadway at the Music Box. Although the gross was $10,500 
it still operated in the Yed, and ads in the dailies announeed the at- 


may turn the trick, and if 
to close will be withdrawn. 


‘traction’s last two weeks. T. Edward Hambleton and A. R. Stern, 
‘who assumed the financing of “Ballet” when taking over from Experi- 
mental Theatre, dropped $17,000 the first two weeks. Word-of-mouth 
ing | praise for the attra‘‘iem. im addition to favorable press comments, | 
attendance improves this week the notice | 


third | 


Revival | 
abruptly last 
this 


(Drama), 
(Revue), 


leal play, costly to operate, tapered | 
(during spring; rated around $29.- 


|of name revue indicated last week 


“Joy to the World.” Piymouth 
(12th wk) (CD-1.063: $4.80). Length 
‘of stay will soon be determined, 


weeks: around $10.500. 

“Look, Ma, ['m Dancin’, Adel- 
phi (18th wk! (R-1.160: $6). Got 
strong start with last week's holi- 
day and gross went up on week to 
|around $26,000. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (21st wk) (R-1,160; $6). Only 
attraction on list that played an 
extra matinee tflast week, which 
improvement to 


“Me and Molly.” Belasco (15th 
wk) (C-1,077: $4.80). Laugh show 
is expected to continue well into 
summer if not longer; takings again 


Alvin (16th 

Getting all 
|the house will hold and its limit 
of standecs. No variance in great 
grosses; $34,500. 

“Sleepy Hellew,” St. James (ist 
'wk) (M-1,505; $4.80). Drew dis- 
|tinctly mixed press. . With the 
benefit of an $8.40 premiere, tak- 
ings the first four times (opened 
Thursday 3), estimated around 
$10,500; closing notice up. 

“Strange Bedfellows,” Morosco 
(2ist wk) (C-935; $4.80). One of 
the shows that improved and with 


Doing | were around $10,500. 


” 
‘ 


| *“Mister Robe 





this boff attraction, first time at | Wk) (C-993; $4.80). Picked up a bit aid of cut-rating the gross was 
Result was a wow With aid of starting holiday matinee | claimed around $12,500. 


| “Streetcar Named Desire,” a 
imore (27th wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
| Like “Roberts,” weekly statements 
|do not vary. With standees all 
| times, count last week was close 
| to $27,500. 
| “The Heiress,” Biltmore (36th 
wk) (D-920; $4.20). Slipped last 
week to around $16.500 but that’s 
plenty profitable. Slated here un- 
til September and then tours. 
“The Respectful Prostitute” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (12th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.20). At present 
fairly good but quite Le aga 
pace, can continue indefinitely. 
Playlets improved to around $13,- 
500 last week. 


Revivals 
Habimah, Broadway (1,900; 
$4.80). Final and 6th 


and 
(35th wk) (CD-1,057; $4.80). An- 
other week to go for Shavian com- 
edy which is staying much longer 
than anticipated when it opened 
last fall; $16,500. 

“Sally,” Beck. Closed suddenly 
last Saturday (5); gross. dropped 
under $14,500. 

“The Insect Comedy,” City Cen- 
ter (Ist wk) (1,650; $2.40). Final 
revival ‘originally calied ‘The 
|World We Live In”) by repertory 
troupe; slated through this week 
but may extend engagement. 


“The ‘Ss Thing,” Booth 
(6th wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Early 
claims of popularity substantiated 
and comedy likely to extend into 
new season; up, nearly $16,000 
quoted. 


Marietta’ 466, LA. 
‘Okla!’ Down to 286 


Los Angeles, June 8. 
| Memorial Day holiday last week 
failed to have the expected result 
‘and legit business was off around 
town. Boxoffice wasn’t helped any 
by some of southern California’s 
“unusual” weather, including one 
_very rainy night. 
for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(311th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Holiday 
‘helped some, but not too much. 
Week’s $16,700 an increase, but 
Still beiow usual $17,000. 

| “Naughty Marietta” Philhar- 
monic Aud (lst wk) (2,670; $4.20). 
Men nice $46,000, about 90% ca- 


ty. 

“Oklahema!”, Biltmore (4th wk) 
(1,636; $4.20). Down another notch 
but $28,000 still shows a profit. 

_. “Separate Reoms,” New Beaux 
, Arts (3d wk) (560; $3). Hardest hit 
by biz reeession. Down to $3,500. 

“The Survivors,” Coronet (2d 
wk) (255; $3). Another bad $2,590 
| week to give it its $5,000 total. 
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Plays on Broadway 


_ Sleepy Hollow 
Lorraine Lester production of musical 
play in twe acts (six scenes). Music by 
eorge | mer, book by Russell Maloney 
Miriam Battista. Features Gil Lamb, 
ty Jane Watson, Hayes Gordon, Mary 
~ Sard Garner, Ruth McDevitt, 
en Repp, James Starbuck, Dorothy Bird. 
Staged by John O'’Shaughnessey and Mare 
Connelly; dances staged by Anna Sokolow; 
pettings, Jo Mielziner; costumes, David 
Fiolkes; additional lyrics by Ruth Hughes 


arons. Opened at Si. James, N. Y., June 
, £8; $4.80 top. ; 2 
Be... epee te cee se William Ferguson 
cose tee e es eeseees Larry Robbins 
Mrs; Van Brunt.....-.......laura Pierpont 
Bae, Van Tassel......s0-+- tuth MeDevitt 
Mrs. Van Ripper.....ceeeeees Jean Handzlik 
Weithelmina......-.sscccseseseers Ellen Repp 
So Wan Brunt.....csserssssone Bert W ilcox 
Z Wan Tassel... coFeccavecsee Tom Hoie 
- Van Ripper.......+...+.Morley Evans 
- v: Lobby White | 


Jacob Van Tassel 
Willie Van TwiHer.... 
Hans Van Ripper 
Martin Van Horsen 


Walter Butterworth 
Alan Shay 


Stayvelirng Van Doorn......-- Lewis Scholle 
Te ON... sacks ees eee ee Doreen Lane 
OL rr ar Pr et ee Robin Slean 
wn! PTT? er Sylvia Lane 
ee r 4 re Sordon 

Brom ‘‘Bones’’ Van Brunt....Hayes Gora 
Katrina Van Tassel..... Betty Jane Watson 
Hendrick. ....cscececceevererecs Ward Garner 
BBWAA... oe Rec eTrTt ee Mary MeCart) 
gather... ... cee ee ete es oerees Russet! a 
doh rhod CYANE....cesecererreeress Gil Lam ) 
Annie Ree Ie Ty a eg Oldroyd 
Oa ie oe: eee Peggy Ferris 
Ni k Ne ise, Late gg ee rs 3 o-5 Franklin Wagner 
Piet .. ah canal SS I O’Brien 
R: eae vg A SS Drakeley 
Ww. it ta cea ers. Sevesevedt James Starbuck 
Chris Ae Ree, John Ward 
ee ee ey, eevee Murgaret Ritter 
hon ely Sed pcbvaneeees ees Jo Sullivan 
hh ea ice cee rE Kaja Sumdsten 
fo Se get yoaseed Ann Deeser 
Saunas #9 096 F808 FO 28 7" kken Foley 

OO SEER TE eat tS 

| ae seep ** ee John Russel 
GOGccteneoseseses eee < Bp Seong 
Conscience....-++++++++ wee Ty Kearney 
FNGiIAN. . 6... cece ere eeeeeneee Kenneth Remo 
Cotton Mathei » ene ea ...William Mende 
Lady from New Haven...->.-- Dorothy Bird 





“Sleepy Hollow’ is the last of 
four i readied during the 
spring, arriving after additional 
tryout time, during which the oper- 
etta-like musical play was restaged. 
There’s a lively first act but the 
show lags thereafter. Despite its 
charm, chances for summer patron- 
age lodk mild. 

There are new people among the 
authors, also new facees on the 

erformance end who have plenty 
o do in handling the very booky 
period show. Locale is a village 
settled by the Dutch on the Hud- 
son river’s Tappan Zee, approx- 


} 
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Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 
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|!adoon” understudy. 





Woe ee ee ee 


imately the present site of Tarry- 
town, N. Y., date being 1795. Story 
is based on Washington Irving’s 
“Legend o7 Sleepy Hollow,” with 
its unseen headless horseman and 
the principal character of Ichabod 
Crane, a schoolteacher from New 
Haven on his way to fight the In- 
dians. 
_ If the show gets over it will be 
because of vocal excellence in han- 
dling the musical numbers by Betty 
Jane Watson, who developed at the 
same St. James with “Oklahoma!,” 
and Hayes Gordon. Miss Watson is 
a corking prima donna as Katrina, 
the town’s flirtatious belle. Gordon, 
as her suitor, has a sturdy baritone, 
having more recently been a “Brig- | 
Their dueting | 
of “I Still Have Plenty to Learn” | 
and “Here and Now” do much for} 
the first act, along with Miss Wat-| 
son’s “Ask Me Again” and “The 
Things That Lovers Say,” plus Gor- 
don’s “I’m Lost.” Lighter numbers 
count, too, especially “You've Got 
That Kind of a Face,” sung by 
Mary McCarty, a cute looker out of 
the nightclubs, and Ward Garner, 
also new. Miss McCarty does well, 
too. with “Why Was I Born on @ 
Farm.” 

Gil Lamb has the principal com- 
edy assignment, being Ichabod, the 
rangy visitor whom Katrina uses to 
pep up the ardor of her lover Brom 
Bones (Gordon). Lamb,.from vaude- 
ville and Hollywood, is slow getting 
into stride, doing best with ‘Poor 
Man” in act two. He starts fairly 
well with “There’s History to Be 
Made” and is amusing with “A 
Music Lesson.” For ‘‘Lesson” Lamb 
gives out with the mouthorgan bit 
he’s used in vaudfilmers, starting 
with a large harmonica and then 
going to a tiny one which he sup- 
posedly swallows. 

Most of the show’s dancing is 
ballet-like, with Dorothy Bird and | 
James Starbuck standing out. She, 
scores individually in “Ichabod.” | 
Three couples dance as teams and 
then combine after the “Face” | 
number, Kate Friedlich and Alex | 
Dunaeff attracting the most atten- 
tion. A late ballet anent the head- 
less horseman brings on most of the 
ensemble, and is fantastic. 

While “Sleepy” is humorous, the | 
factor missing most is laughter. | 
Characters in the play are a happy 
lot, they are costumed along the 
lines of America’s early Dutch im- 
migrants and are generally attrac- 
tive. Settings are mostly painted, 
which give a colorful atmosphere 
of the locale. 

Considering the time, care in 
production and the outlays for it, 
“Sleepy Hollow” deserves to get 
across—but whether the average 
playgoer will enjoy its diversions is 
questionable. Ibee. 


Almost Faithful 


Anterican Negro Theatre presentation of 
comedy in three acts, writien and staged 
by Harry Wagstaff Gribble. Settting, Rieh- 
ard Brown; lighting, George Lewis, Buster 








Hawkins. At ANT Playhouse, N. Y., June 
4, °48; $1.20 top. 
Marlene Bruce..... Macdchen 


edoecs VOM 

-e...Alice Childress 
..Inge Hardison 
Salvador Tomas 


Muriel Broderick. 
Sadie O'’Neal..... 
Dominic 










Frank. Broderick...ccceces+.:- Dots Johnson } 
Bert Mitchum....... .. Frederick Carter 
Frank Broderick, Jr....... Kenneth Malory 
BONG. ace che wa sewaakeswe'sd Hilda Haines 


lof boudoir gags, 


| Another Messenger 





Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s new. 
comedy, ‘Almost Faithful,” is a 
frothy romp that makes suitable 
summer fare for the American 
Negro Theatre at its Harlem play- 
house. This farce, which has the 
weight and bounce of a pingpong 
ball, is played at a madcap pace, 


with more laughs than logic. It 
RCI BRR Ee a ENE RO RNC 














ing. Bar in basement. Steam heat. 


auctioneers prior to day of sale. 





LIQUIDATION BY PUBLIC AUCTION 


VALUABLE CENTRAL THEATRE PROPERTY 
SEATING CAPACITY, 1,238 
KNOWN AS MARYLAND THEATRE 
Between Howard and Eutaw Streets 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


IN FEE SIMPLE 


Sale on Premises 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23, 1948 
At 3 o'Clock P.M. | 


First Floor: Orchestra and Stage; Mezzanine Floor; Balcony, 
which is not included in the 1,288 seats. ‘ 
on fourth floor, offices, 15 dressing rooms, 2 
all seats, furniture, fixures, lines, rigging and other equipment in the build- 


. The property will be sold subject to certain restriction as to use, which 
will be announced at time of sale or can be had through the office of the 


For more details and further particulars contact 


E. T. Newell & Company, Inc., Auctioneers 
3000 E. Preston St., Baltimore, Md. 
Wolfe 10602-03 


‘ and Gallery 
t Complete Apartment 
Chorus Rooms, Sale to include 


Private boxes. 

















ranks among the better plays pre- 
sented by ANT but lacks the solid 
stuff for a Broadway try. 

Gribble has compounded this 
piece out of a scatterbrained yarn 
about show biz people and a string 
shocking bath- 
room asides and _ conventional 
naughty words. Lots of it is cliched 
but the original moments are re- 
warding in their energetic humor. 
Almost three-hours long, the play 
would be twice as good if it were 
sliced in half. 

An ingenious setting divides the 
stage in half with the action tak- 
ing place simultaneously in two 
apartments. One is the dwelling 
of a crooner and his wife, while in 
the other an amorous vixen plots 
a house-breaking conspiracy. The 





usual domestic complications are 
detailed with a sexy leer that man- |} 
ages to avoid bad taste by sharp | 
wit. | 
The cast of young Negro thes-| 
pers performs with verve and in-| 
telligence. Standout player is} 
Yvonne Maedchen, who, gives the | 
role of the illiterate and _ illicit 
“other woman” a tart comic flavor. 
Dots Johnson, as the crooner; Alice 
Childress, as the wife, and Fred- 
erick Carter, as an agent, also de- 
liver with plenty of zest. Herm. 





The Inseet Comedy 


New York City Theatre Co. production 
of comedy-drama in three acts (with pro- 
log and epilog) by Josef and Karel Capek, 


dramatized and adapted by Owen Davie. 
Features George Coulouris. Directed by 
Jose Ferrer. Sets and Jighting, Herbert 
Brodkin; costumes, Emeline Roche; ¢chore- 
ography, Hanya Holm. Opened at City 
Center, N. Y., June 3, '48: $2.40 top. 
PROLOG 
The Vagrant..... i. .. George Coulouris 


The Professor :......6s- .... Rebinson Stone 
The Buttertlies 
4: Pe ee ee ere ee ..-..Jose Ferrer 
Young Buttertlies.... Annabelle Lyon, Jane 
White, Betty Low, Claire Hale 
BG DAE a a2 gb cheb s Obese ee esan eh Phyllis Hilt 
(fT Re ee ere rr oe Tom Avera 
CCRVEDIG, scdesccesairecne. -Rita Gam 
Otakar...... .Thoinas Poston 


The Marauders 


Chrysalis ..Mildred Joanne Smith 
Male Beetle................Stanley Carlson 
WOMANS SFIOOLIO. ina bis od eae Paula Laurence 
Another Male Beetle......-. ... Bobby Busch 
Ichneumon Fly........+08... Robert Carroll 
Bi DIPS R. wcaad.cascsvesetdss Chevi Colton 
Male Cricket.... cacees.p ote. SEanee 
Female Cricket.. wt... Annabelle Lyon 
Parasite... sVEtaseteeneye Bert Whitley 
The Ants 
Blind Amt. i .cc.cvcsccoeree Leonardo Cimino 
Ist Engineer........-+e+64 Alexander Scourby 
2nd Engineer.......0- ..-.- Robert Carroll 
Bw AMt. .:ds< ccs Food . Sidney Walters 
Another Ant......++. ..Ted Allegretti 
ER VOMUOE ..o:0 02s ones .Robinson Stone 





...-Mack Busch 


Quartermaster... ..eese0e-- Thomas VPosion 
Wounded Man......--cee.e.+-- Hert Whitley 
Telegrapher......ceccccccee.. kay Walston 
Journalist........06 Siosecoatanes fom Avera 
War Worker... ccccccceorrcccecesd Joyee Wit 
Bond Salesman.......cee.eee8- Chevi Colton 
A TemitOr...ccccwmereveseececece George Hall 
Yellow Commander.........++-+ Jose Terres 


Soldiers: Norman Bleiweiss, Jin Dyas, Col- 





EPILOG 

eS Cae eRe err Te ae 
2nd MOth..ceecese ceceteecncees seity Low 
Srd Moth. ..ccccccece ecoe--- Claire Hale 
4th Moth...cccccccsssses -.- Annabelle Lyon 
Ist Srail...cccacecees eecesees sobby Busch 
Gnd Brati=.i»sccadecececscecsss:MGCR BUSCH 
Wood Cutler...+reee eowosed Arthur Newman 
Woman.....+;> Pr eoree, ere. Nan McFarland 

City Center’s stock company 


continues in its high estate on 
Broadway with the revival of the 
Capek freres’ “The Insect Com- 
edy.” The two-decade-old ‘satire 
on human foibles, as seen through 
their counterpart in the _ insect 
world, is still timely, provocative 
and intriguing. Especially when 
done with the spirit and_ skill 
evinced by the N. Y. City Theatre 


Co. 

Play has been staged brilliantly 
by Jose Ferrer, who also has two 
roles in the three-acter. One is 
an amusing characterization as a 
foppish poet in the butterfly se- 
quence; the other a briefer, sharp- 
ly contrasted role as a military 
ant-commander. Hanya Holm’s 
choreographic contribution is a 
substantial praiseworthy one. Her 
direction of the dancer-actors in 
the butterfly scene and the march- 
ing ants in the’ battle sequence is 
a standout. This battle of the ants 
for a brief stretch of ground be- 
tween two grass blades is brilliant- 
ly staged and the show’s highspot. 

George Coulouris gives an im- 
pressive, well-rounded portrayal as 
the Vagrant, tying together the 
three episodes in butterfly, beetle 
and ant world, philosophizing on 
the riddle of the universe and try- 
ing to find a nobler outlet for 
man’s emotions than the instincts 
of insects. 

_The production abounds in fine 
bits or characterizations, and the 
Center’s cast-members rise to the 
occasion. Robert Carroll does an 
excellent job in two diverse roles, 
one as a devilish predatory fly, the 
other as a robot-like ant-leader. 
Paula Lawrence gives an amusing 
delineation as a_ self-absorbed, 
selfish beetle. Alexander Scourby, 

(Continued on page 53) 





Akron Troupe In Rehearsal 

Akron, June 8. 
Town and Country Players, Ak- 
ron’s summer stock company, are 
in rehearsal for their first two 
plays, “Holiday” and “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” to be presented June 
10-19 and June 23-July 3, respec- 





tively, in the Suffield (O.) Town 
Hall. Alexander Wilson, director. 


Plays Out of Town 


Auld Lang Syne 
St. Louis, June 3. 


John Kennedy production of musical play 
in two acts (10 scenes). Book by Hugh 
Abercrombie; music, Henry Sullivan; lyrics, 
those of the poems of Robert Burns; or- 


chestrations, Carl Hohengarien: choral ar- 
rangements, Fdwin MeArthur; staged by 
Robert KF. Perry; music under direction of 


Kdwin MeArthur; associate production man- 
ager and art director, Watson Barratt; bal- 
lets by Lew Christensen: dances hy Richard 


Barstow; costumes by Eaves Costume Co. 


At Municipal theatre, Forest Park, St. 
Louis, June 3, '48; $2.60 top. 

Jenny Wilson ..lone Haals 
Mary Campbell... . Svdna Scott 
pene Tees. - ccstcecaeewe Brian Sullivan 
CMPGR ie BRIN. «tw scceccnacys Norman Young 
Fenn AsGNOUr .. cccsecsadess Gloria Hamilton 
CHhIG POOR... ccctcecess ...dereme Tho) 
Gavin Hamililton.......e¢- i.eslie Barvit 
Peosie- DAMGIE . cc cc cccccsds Louise Kirtland 
Tam C’SRANtIET,.ccccccecous .- Bobby Jarvis 
Souter Johnie Walier Burke 
A Veteran Edwin Siete 
Hloly Willie . Jnmes MacColl 
flames Armour...........-.-..Byron Russell 
(larinda Lucile Cummings 
>. PE Sci kus cae Kailwin Stoffe 
Duchess of Gordon....... Klizabeth Watts 
Barl of Glencairn...cccccccs LeRoy Busch 
Walter Scott.....ssrcccccrees William Black 
eg” ere See fone Taals 
100 FROG veces ccsdvesnnse Jolin Edwards 


...BRdward Poos 
Kugene Pellegrini 


24 Elder. 


Scotch Office 





Older Member... .coeccsees.+++-s-00hn Peters 
, ; \John Reid 

The agpipers.....ccee 

: Bagplt / Vincent Masterson 
Premier Dancer........-:- James Jamieson 
Premier Danseuse......Soenia Wojcikowshka 


It is questionable whether there 
are enough people who like their 
musie woven around the life, loves 
and poems of Robert Burns to make 
the planned Broadway presentation 
of “Auld Lang Syne,’ world- 
preemed here, a longrun success. 
But from an artistic viewpoint, even 
with the burrs as thick as cold 
molasses, the piece clicked here. 

An authentic Scottish atmos- 
phere has been created with bag- 
pipes, kilts and a sworddance inter- 
woven. Most of the lighter parts of 
the piece are confined to the second 
act and some should have been in- 
jected into the first to balance 
things out. 

The huge al fresco stage lends it- 
self to brilliant sfaging and pro- 
duction by John Kennedy. Brian 





| Sullivan, tenor, in the lead, fills the 


role neatly both from a warbling 
and acting standpoint. Sydna Scott 
as Highland Mary Campbell whose 
love Sullivan loses through death, 
and Gloria Hamilton, to whom he is 
wed after parental objections are 
thrust aside, justly share top honors 
with Sullivan. 

Bobby Jarvis, Walter Burke and 
Louis Kirtland, in the comedy 


roles, supply the laughs. some of, 


the belly variety, and their war- 
bling of ‘““We’re All Noddin’” may 
hit the jukeboxes. The _ piece 
abounds with listening tunes, 
among which are “O Tam, Come 
Kiss Me Noo,” “Flow Gently Sweet 
Afton,” “Highland Lassie,’ ‘‘Com- 
ing Thro’ the Rye,” “John Barley- 
corn,” “O Charlie Is May Darling,” 
and “My Wife Is a Winsome, Wee 
Thing.” 

The story revolves around Burns 
as a poor but gay roving poet in 
love with Jean Armour, whose 
father not only disapproves of the 
budding romance but threatens 
Burns with a debtor’s prison unless 
he seeks recognition of his talents 
in other lands. Before his contem- 
plated departure for Jamaica, 
where he plans to start life anew, 
Burns meets and falls in love with 
Highland Mary, who promises to 
accompany him as his wife. Her 
sudden death forestalls the plan, 
and the rest of the play deals with 
his trials and love for-Jean Armour. 

The first act, with its seven 
scenes, could be stepped up con- 
siderably. Sahu. 


Naughty Marietia 
Los Angeles, June 1. 


L. A. Civic Light Opery presentation of 
Rdwin Lester production of two-act oper- 
etta (4 scenes), Stars Susanna Foster, 
Wilbur Evans and Edward Kyevett Horton. 
Book, Milton Lazarus (based on libretto by 
Rida Johnson Young): additional Iyries by 
Forman Brown; music by Victor Herbert. 
Staged by Sterling Holloway; dances, Aida 
Broadbent: scenery, Watson Barratt: ecos- 
tumes, Rene Hubert; music conductor, 
Robert Zeller; arrangements, Arthur Kay, 
Edward Ward: vocal ensembles staged by 











pba Loring; choral direction, Edith 
jordon,. Opened at Philharmonic A ud. 
L. A., May 31, *48; $4.20 top. : 
C laudette foie eh aed ene cat tb Mitzi Gerber 
EE OOO have ceca ce choel Dorothy Coulter 
Laundress... ec cctcceese eee. Ann Siephens 
Another NM Cod oa 6 tS hE} ba Ruby Penoff 
Cleaning 7 Sane Ae Pee Retty Huff 
Cook Ese avahe steees ° -..-PMllen Carleen 
Serving Maid..,.. «...deanne Fisen 
Madame Duval... ee .. edith King 
butler Peston ate’ 6+ebebSe bd ohn John Marshall 
Marietta.... eRe eeces ane esse. Susanna Foster 
Prince de Nemours........... Ted Stanhope 
Street Urchin........ COEPoos esse Roy Witzell 
Oyster Vendor........ ee... Bernard Klocker 
Seller of Shi DUD. cee aes Oo eene Fred Williams 
ty hd AUTE s 0006 conde eo conss RIES McLane 
A Farmer......... 6edeed-easea Roy Raymond 
Etienne Grandet........... Richard Charles 
IONS « Loh byl bi'eec ao iad dee vs Viola Essen 
eae, pong COE ET EE Oe Te -.. Tito Vuelo 


§ Dominic Tripoli 
aovernor Renard..Kdward Everett Sorten 
Lt. Roger Blake y Coy 
Captain Dick Warrington.... - Evans 
Bras Piquet Ben Welden 





Back in 1910, when “Naugh 
Marietta” was first introduced. r 
quickly made the grade as an oper- 
etta. It had the usual thin story 
but it was bolstered by a fine Vic- 
tor Herbert score including three 
numbers that have become stand- 





ards, “Sweet Mystery of Life,” 
“Falling in Love With Someone” 
and “Italian Street Song,” and two 
more which are still recognizable, 
“Neath the Southern Moon” and 
“Tramp, Tramp, Tramp.” 


Fortunately, ‘“‘Marietta”’ still has 
the Herbert music to back her up, 
but in the space of 38 years the 
naughtiness has faded. By present 
standards the young French prin- 
cess is neither naughty enough nor 
vivacious enough to last long on 
Broadway; certainly nostalgia- 
lovers will prefer to buy diskings 
of their tavorite tunes rather than 
sit through a mildly pleasant eve- 
ning just to hear them once. 


Not that the L. A. Civic Opera 
Assn.’s Edwin Lester hasn’t given 
the revival an opulent production. 
It’s just that the show itself doesn’t 
stack up as present-day fare. The 
failing was made all the more 
noticeable in Los Angeles, where 
“Marietta” followed “Annie Get 
Your Gun” into the Philharmonic. 
The Victor Herbert heroine doesn’t 
have the zing, or the guts, of the 
Rodgers-Hammerstein gal, nor, for 
that matter, of anything now at- 
tracting business on Broadway. As 
a piece of showbiz Americana, or a 
perennial addition to a civic opera 
season, “Marietta” can get by. 
Broadway is a different story. 

In addition to an excellent physi- 
cal production, Lester and Sterling 
Holloway, who staged the “piece, 
have assembled an expert cast. 
Susanna Foster sings her way 
neatly through the title role and is 
as easy or the eyes as she is on the 
ears. Edward Everett Horton geis 
in his usual fine comedy chore as 
the governor; Wilbur Evans brings 
a robust voice to the role of the 
hero; Mitzi Gerber clicks as Clau- 
dette, particularly standing out in 
her terp routines with Johnny Coy; 
and Viola Essen, the prima baller- 
ina, is excellent. Others meriting 
a nod are Edith King, Richard 
Charles, Ted Stanhope and Ben 
Welden. 

Costumes by Rene Hubert are 
colorful, often drawing more ap- 
plause than the actors, and Watson 
Barratt’s sets are fine. 

But, withal, the L. A. Civic is 
making 2 mistake in sending this 
to Broadway. “Marietta” shows 
her age and would be more at 
home in the Smithsonian Institute 
than in Shubert Alley. Kap. 


—-- { 








(ADVERTISEMENT) 





SEALED PROPOSALS will be received 
by the Federal Works Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C., up to 2:00 o'clock, P.M., 
Kastern Daylight Savings Time, July 1, 
1948, and then opened publicly, to lease 
the Belasco Theater Building, Wasbing- 
ton, D, C., except the fifth floor, that 
portion of the fourth floor containing 
approximately 2,125 sq. ft. and located 
immediately in front of the storage loft 
over the stage, and that portion of the’ 
basement containing approximately 7006 
sq. ft. and lying south of the main south 
wall of the building, which are reserved 
to the United States and to which there 
are direct means of access from the ad- 
joining Treasury Department Annex No, 
1, for a tefm of years commencing on 
September 1, 1948, and ending on August 
31, 1958: PROVIDED that if the Con- 
gress shall appropriate funds for the 
construction of a new building on the 
site of the Belasco Theater Building dur- 
ing the term of the lease, the Govern- 
ment shall have the right to cancel the 
lease on one year’s notice in writing; 
PROVIDED FURTHER that at the ex- 
Diration of the first five years of the term 
of the lease, the Government shall have 
the right to cancel the lease for any 
cause whatsoever on one year’s notice 
in writing. All proposals must be accom- 
panied by the required deposit and musi 
be submitted on the form of proposat 
which may be obtained in Room 7022 of 
the Federal Works Agency Building, 19th 
and “F"' Streets, N. W., Washington, 
D. ©. The Federal Works Agency re- 
serves the right to reject any or all pro- 
posals, and to waive any informality in 
proposals received when such rejection 
or waiver is in the interest of the United 
States. If more than one proposal be 
offered by, any one party, by, or in the 
name of his or their clerk, partner. agent, 
or other person, all such proposals may 
be rejected. Prospective bidders may 
view the property by appointment only 
by calling Executive 4900, Branch $727 
nat by oe oe a fetter to the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildi 7 - 
on be ae ldings, Washing 
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Tintype, Circa 1869 Pi 
ica’s most unique acting, oo seen, 
direcied by... pie 
cuacter Peas Coney 

patre W '» ad 
sity (actress, teacher, auaten aaceae. 
Summer in cool, colorful Aspen, Colo- 
rado, ideal community in the heart 
of the Rockies, where 


Every qualified student acts 





in an operating theatre, famed 
Wheeler House, before 
paying a 


Learn by acting,- gain valuable ex- 
perience, perfect your abilities. Leads 
to professional s. -Costs 
jess than most vacations. Limited 
enroliment. Request today. 
-“ 


Y THE ASPEN PLA 
Wheeler Opera — 


Aspen, Colerade 2 
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SOO 


OBITUARIES 


LOUIS LUMIERE 


_ Auguste, is credited in 
ero with inventing the motion 
picture simultaneous with Thomas 
A. Edison, died June 6 in his villa 
on the French Riviera. 

It is a subject of international 
controversy as to who invented the 
cinema, but it is well established 
that the Lumieres’ invention, 
shown for the first time in Decem- 
ber, 1895, was the first of its kind 


in Europe and appeared about the | 


same time as Edison’s kinetoscope. 
Lumiere was also a pioneer in 
color photography, and developed 


autochrome plates and other 
photogra phic processes. He was 
acclaimed throughout his last 


by motion-picture leaders as 
met the founders of the industry. 
Lumiere studied chemistry, and 
early began work on a_ picture 
which he completed in 
1394. There is a tablet on Boule- 
vard des Capucines in Paris com- 
memorating his first picture show, 
which was heid in the Grand Cafe 
and showed a railway train enter- 
ing the station at Ciotat. ; 
It is recounted that a panic 
started in the audience when the 
locomotive came head on upon the 
screen. Total receipts of this show 
were 35 francs. His second pic- 
ture showed workers leaving a fac- 
tory, and soon the first picture 
plays were filmed in France. _ 
Throughout his life Lumiere 
continued to work upon improve- 
ments of his process and his color 
photography, but he dropped from 
the limelight with the development 
of the motion picture industry in 
the U. S. He was “discovered” by 
American picture ; 
years ago, and since had enjoyed 
much publicity as a motion picture 


WDeriae the occupation by Ger- the novel, “Miracle of the Bells,” | Father manages WB's Model the- 
many, Lumiere took up residence | by Russell Janney, subsequently !re. Pitt. 


at Bandol, and for a short time he 
occupied a seat as representative 
of science in Marshal Petain’s ad- 
visory council of state, which was 
formed to frame the Petain consti- 
tution. He soon withdrew from 
the council and returned to Ban- 
dol, where he spent his last years. 





ALEX GARD 


Alex Gard, 48, noted artist, prob- 
ably best kno 
of Broadway celebs on the walls of 
Sardi’s restaurant, N. Y., collapsed 
in Times Sq., June 1, and was pro- 
nounced dead upon arrival at 
Rooseve!t hospital. 

Born in Russia, he served there 
in Worl-l War I, but migrated after 
the Bolshevik revolution and drew 
cartoons for Le Matin of Paris be- 
fore coming to the U. S. in 1924. 
In addition to the series of 50 
caricatures for Sardi’s, his weekly 
drawings had long appeared in the 
drama section of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune. 

Gard also did several books of 
caricatures, all well received, in- 
cluding “Sailors in Boots,” ‘Get- 
ting Salty,” “Ballet Laughs” and 
“Hollywood Off Guard.” 
of death he had been working on a 
Similar collection on Reno. He 
was a bachelor. 





MAURI CLIFFER 

Mauri Cliffer, 37, disk jockey, 
died of a heart attack June 3' while 
driving his car in Los Angeles. The 
car, out of control, crashed into 
two trailers on a parking lot. 

Cliffer had been in radio 14 
years, starting in St. Louis as an 


indie station announcer. On the) 
west coast he werked with many | 


air shows, including a long period 
with Kay Kyser. Later he formed 
his own platter-spinning setup, 
“Teen and Twenty Time,” 
KMPC 


His wife and twe daughters sur- 
Vive. 





FLORENCE WEBBER 


Florence Webber, 58, 
musicomedy actress, died June 2 
in Indiana 


After beginning her stage career , 


| WALTER ANDRE 
Louis Lumiere, 83, who, with his 





interests 20 


for his caricatures | 


At time | 


on | 


former | 





Walter Andre, 60, who had been. 
a musician in vaude theatres of the. 
oew circuit for nearly 35 vears, 
died after a heart attack at his! 
| home in Ozone Park, L. I1., June 7. | 
| Andre had been bass player in 


| the orchestra at Loew’s State, N. Y., | 
| for 20 years. When house discon- 
| tinued stageshows last December, 
jhe took over as doorman to pro- 
|tect his rights under Loew's pen- 
sion plan. 


Survived by wife and a son. 





| SPENCER B. STEENROD ITA. 


| Spencer S. Steenrod, 60, who 
| owned the Majestic and Orpheum 
| theatres, died June 3 after a heart 
| attack in Columbus, O. He was in 
| the motion picture industry in Nel- 
| sonville, O., for many years, man- 
laging carly theatres and later 
operating his own houses. 

His wife, two daughters and a 
son survive. 





B. E. HATTON 

B. E. Hatton, 86, pioneer motion 
picture theatre owner, in Missouri, 
died at Columbia, Mo., May 30. 

He formerly operated a string of 
houses tncluding the Hayden Opera 
House in Columbia. 

He was in the decorating busi- 
ness at time of death. 


WwW. M. SHIELDS 

W. M. Shields, 55, manager for 
Interstate Circuit in Tyler, Texas, 
| died in that city, June 3. He was 

a Texas showman since 1920. 

_ Prior to joining the Interstate 
|circuit he operated independent 
| theatres in Athens, Tyler and ether 
Texas cities. 











Mother of the late Olga Treskoff. 


June 3. Daughter’s career inspired 


|actress, died in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. | 
| 


| made into a successful film. Daugh- 
j ter had been associated with Jan- 
;ney in many of his legit produc- 
{tions. including “The Vagabond 
| King.” 





| Wife, 30,*of Edward Metzger, 
‘auditor of Kersoates Theatre cir- 
cuit, died in LaSalle, LIL, June 4. 


| MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Dolores’ Payette 
Charles Kemp Devereux. Washing- | 
ton, June 5. Bride is daughter of 
|John J. Payette, Warner’s zone 
/ manager in that area. 





| Suzanne Shoup to Roddy Crozier,, New York, May 30. Father is “nt 


, tion will be ironed out at a confer- 


| 
; 


| Corelli declared that since Jan. | 


| Said they 


to | 


VARIETY 


However, convention ruled that 
since the constitution was the 
primary order _ of business, 


Greshler would be heard if time 
Was available. Greshler is threat- 
ening to sue unless formally 
cleared of the charges. The situa- 


ence this week between Greshler, 
Dunn, Corelli and the TA commit- 
tee. 


The convention passed a resolu- 
tion asking the 4A’s benefit com- 
mittee with Dunn, Dewey Barto, 
and representatives of the various | 





theatrical guiids to continue ~its 
study of the situation. It’s unlikely 
that action will come before the 


fall. 
| 1, 59 benefits have been cleared by 
He admitted that performers | 
had been sent out on more, but 
were unauthorized and | 
| urged entertainers to consult TA | 
before playing such dates. Corelli 
| Said he would ask that sending out 
‘talent for women’s luncheons be 
|outlawed. He also urged that 
/mewspaper columnists who have 
been promoting benefits stop that 
| practice and asked that theatre 
| Chain heads stop pressuring talent ; 
| bookers to send out acts en these | 
‘free dates. 


BIRTHS 


} 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Adams, 
daughter, Framingham, Mass., May 
,31. Father is general manager and 
|part owner of WKMOX in that 
| City. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Giles Swan, 
| daughter. Baltimore, June 4. Father 
is radio director of Joseph Katz ad 
|agency there. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Nelson, 
daughter, Los Angeles, June 
Father is a radio actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Seott, son, 
| Pittsburgh, May 31. Father’s sports 
| announcer on WCAE, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Katz, 
|} daughter, Pittsburgh, May 26. 








| Mr. and Mrs. Robert Adicks, 
|daughter, New York, May 8. 
| Mother’s former Virginia Miller, 
| dancer in Broadway musicals. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Thomas, | 
|daughter, Milwaukee, May 29. 
| Father is announcer-m.c. at WTM.J- 
TV. Milwaukee. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Danziger, | 
'daughter, New York, May 23. 
Father is film exploitation and ad- 
| vertising agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elkan’ Reiner, 
daughter, New York, May _ 29. | 
Father is home office exec at War- 
ners. 

Mr. 


Lee Sabin. son, | 


and Mrs. 


| Pittsburgh, June 5. Bride is on! mer Majestie Record exec now with | 


_KQV staff. 


| Carlisle, Palm Beach, June 1. Bride’ 
|is a screen actress. 


| Fuller, Greenwich, Conn., June 7. 
| Both are dancers in “Allegro” ‘Ma- 
jestic, N. Y.). : 
| Sally Fairbanks to Maj. Lloyd, 
'Patch, Boston, May 29. Bride is 
‘the daughter of R. D. Fairbanks, 


| Patricia Giannineto to Harrison , 


s h manager of Altec | 4 
Boston Srasic . ‘Annabelle Lyon, as a pair of home- 


Service Corp. 


Gloria Grahame to Nicholas Ray, | 


Las Vegas, June 1. Bride is a 
film actress; he’s a director. 


| Derethy Holloway to Leonard Emeline 


‘Marks, Washington, June 4. Bride 


‘is on the Variety D. C. staff; he’s | 


a partner in the law firm of Cohen 
& Marks, representing many radio 
stations in Washington. 


Benefit Abuses 


Continued from page 47 














| Associated Actors and Artistes of 


| America, the only body with au-— 


thority to end benefits for all time. 
The luncheon was also produc- 
‘tive of another dynamite-laden 


statement, but this one proved to | 


be a dud. The luncheon’s chair- 
man, Henry Dunn, declared that 
he was looking into one situation 
where a club-date booker had 
obtained $5,000 to put on a show 
| and was asking performers to work 


least. Herbert Brokin’s sets 


free. Dunn subsequently put the) 


| Bourne Music. 
| Karin Booth to Allan Pinkerton | 








} 


Plays on B’way | 


Continued from page 52 } 


The Insect Comedy 
as the dictatorial ant-leader; Rita | 
Gam and Phyllis Hill, as love-sick, | 
idling butterflies; Ray Walston and > 





loving crickets; Bert Whitley, as a> 


' 


parasite, stand out in the excellent 


| 
' 


Roche’s costumes are 


extra assets. 





{ 


| Legit Followup | 


} 











(BILTMORE, N. Y.) | 

There must be the inevitable 
analogy between a _ character's 
originator and the rep t, 
which brings one to the compart- 
son of Beatrice Straight s perform- 
anee with that of Wendy Hiller in 
“The Heiress.” It is no great dis- 
paragement to Miss Straight that 
she is not up to the British actress 
‘in the part of the frustrated daugh- 
ter. Miss Straight reveals the 
elfin-like quality of the love-siek 
heiress but doesn’t project suffi- | 
ciently the depth and quality that 
Miss Hiller gave to the charaeter. 
| Of course, the deficiency of Miss 








1. ‘umn recently. 


| Grosset; $1; August. 


| Pearce; $2.50; Aug. 18. 


LITERAT! 




















WW's ‘Radie Car Roulette’ | 
When Walter Winchell takes his 


cronies on the night prow! chasing | panies for the 
police calls they play “radio car | 
“roulette” 


which he devised. It 
calls for 25c ae “chips.” When 
a signal comes in 1 
the “station's numbers decide the 
winners. Each has two numbers: 
1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10. 
cinet 44, for example, the holder 
of the 3-4 combination collects 25c 
from each. 

Larry Raeey, CBS engineer on 
remotes, is among those usually 
with Winchell. Racey is a_lens- 
hound on the side, both still and 
newsreel, and frequently sells his 
stuff. Publicists Ed Wiener and 
Curt Weinberg, and Blair Chotzin- 
off, Earl Wilson’s aide on the N. Y. 
Post nitery beat, usually comprise 
the cast accompanying WW. 





PM’s Bob Condon Col. 
Robert Condon, writer in the 


New York, will do a Breadway col- 
umn for PM starting June 25, three 
times weekly. Material will be 
primarily anecdotal (a la Leonard 
Lyons) but will also include some 
gossip-type items. 

Condon will continue, tempo- 
rarily, at least, in his film company 
job. He closed the deal for the 
column last week with PM pub- 
lishers Joe Barnes and Bartley 
Crum. He is a former editor of 
This Week mag and has written 
extensively for other publications 
and fer radio. 

PM has had ne Broadway cel- 





Fleck ef Show Biz Beoks Due 

The following books related to 
show business are slated for pub- 
lication this summer: 

“Annals of the New York Stage” 
(Vol. 15), by G. C. D. Odell; Co- 
Iumbia Univ.; $10; July. 

“Art of the Film,” by Ernest 
Lindgen; Macmillan; $4.50; Aug. 17. 

“Ballet Annual, 1948,”" by Arnold 


Literati 


from a precinct,| Fox has a large 


| 


If its Pre- | 


which 








ish film pact, frozen funds there 
can be used 
tising mnaties, Ae and 
other exploita P 
Gaumont-British, in which 20th- 
interest, bes al- 
ready dummied up a ma 
will be sold in GB a 
Odeon theatres throughout Great 


Britain. J. Arthur Rank is discuss- 
ing similar projects with the 
Shearers. 


Couple has also discussed with 
the BBC a series of radio programs 
in which American Pix stars in 
Britain will explain the U. S. to 
the British and British stars in the 
U. S. explain Britain to the Ameri- 
cans. Duo left for Paris June 3 
for a series of conferences with 
French picture executives on ex- 
oe a aes of French films in the 





Columns in Digest 
Columa, a new monthly digest 


| Eagle Lion publicity department in-~mag ‘featuring excerpts from over 


15,000 columnists and _ feature 
writers for the daily press, is slated 
to hit the stznds in the fall. Mag 
is being published in New York 
by Carl B. Hess, with his brother, 
John D. Hess, as editor. 

Pre publication copy, dated June, 
is a slick-papered, 70-page_ issue 
with pieces by Walter Winchell, 
Paul Gallico, Louella Parsens,; H. I. 
Phillips, Bob Hope, Bob Considine 
and others. 





Freeman Revives Newstand 

Don Freeman has revived his 
quarterly Newstand, which he dis- 
continued im 1942, when he entered 
the Army. It contains reprodue- 
tions of his wilrteee and etchings, 
including theatrical subjects such 
as he does for the N. Y. Ti 
drama section Sundays. 

The artist leaves this week for 
Dallas, where he will do pictures 
of the Starlight , then go 
te the Coast fer summer. 








L. Haskell; Macmillan; $6; July 20. 


Charles Boni has resigned as 


‘mesttons:* ennat ter bali Lab | director and member of Boni & 


_ferty; Doubleday; $3; July 8, | 


“Interchange of Plays Between | 


London and New York, 1910-1939,” 
by Alice Katharine Boyd; King’s 
Crown; $2.50; June. 

“Chamber Music: The Growth 
and Practice of An Intimate Art,” 
edited by Homer ULrich; Columbia 
Univ.; $4.25; July. e 

Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare; World; $2.49; July. 

“French Grand Opera: An A 
and a Business,” by William Loran 
Crosten; King’s Crewn; 
June. 


of Recorded Music; Crown; $5; 
June 14. 


“Literature of the Piano,” by 
Ernest Hutcheson; Knopf: $5: 
Aug. 16. 


“Mirror of Music” (2 vols.), by | 
Percy Scholes; Oxford Univ.: $25: | 
un 


oe 


e 3. 
usic for the Multitudes.” b 


June 15. 
“Can You Top This?” (new edit.), ; 
by “Senator” Ed Ferd, Harry 


rar, Straus; $4; August. 


“Portrait of G.B.S.”, 
Topolski; Oxford Univ.; 
July 26. 


$2.75; Davis for a series of 


| it’s reported, will 
Gramophone Shop Encyclopedia  hegieal 4 oe 


‘for War Prod 


stories, ime) 
Sydney Harrison; Macmillan: $3.50; “ich Harry 


Gaer. 
Wade Nichols, editor of Modern 


| Sereen, gandering film production 


in Hollywood. 


John Alton’s book, “Painting 


With Lights,” dealing with motion 
| picture eee will be pub- 
| lished by Macmillan, Co. 


Arthur E. Gavin was appointed 


_editor of The American Cine- 
_matographer, official magazine of 
rt motion picture cameramen. 


Walter Pitkin pacted with Ziff- 
yee 

e 
side of age. eezacd 
Bruce Caton, information chief 
-Board under 
Donald Nelson, readying .his book, 


“Washington War Lords,” for Sep- 


tember release. 
Houghton Mifflin will republish 


" a book of Eugene Manlove Rhodes 


“Paso Por Aqui,” 
y Sherman recently 
filmed as “Four Faces West.” 


Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun 


drama critic, is currently in Boston, 
Hershfield, and Joe Laurie, Jr.; | writing the finish of his book. “The 

New York Stage.” which Whittie- 
Pleasures of the Jazz Age,” sey House is publishing. He returns 
edited by William C. Hodapp; Far- | te 


New York June 21. 
Biow ad agency is planning to 


by Feliks issue a weekly digest of important 
$12.50: |marketing and economic news for 


its staff and clients. Extracts will 


“Radio Workshop for Children.” be used from leading trade and 


by J. W. Callahan; McGraw: 
August. 


by Clyde Matthews; Haleyon 
House; $2; Aug. 2. 
Two Plays, by Albert Camus: 


New Directions; $3; June. 

“Lace Curtain,” novel by Ellin 
Berlin; Doubleday; $3: June 24. 

_ “Ugly Woman”; novel by Wil- 
liam O'Farrell; Duell, Sloan & 


“Foundations of Harmony and 
Composition,” by Orrey: Pitman: 
$3: June. 

“An Inspector Calls” and “The 


at the age of 15 as a member of finger on Abner J. Greshler. _ 
the late Gus Edwards’ “School| However. subsequent probing 
Days” revue, Miss Webber contin-| indicated that Dunn * was not 
= in inusical comedy and ony.” ‘correct in his assertion. Investi- 
“Nau, ~~ arietta ny} od :  cnon” | gation proved that the show slated 
“The Choce ein eieaile, | for the City College of New York 
Modi , late Soldier” and ’| Jubilee, tomorrow (10) at Lewi- 
-— ' sohn stadium, N. Y.. had a commit- 





JACK P. KILFEATHER 


Straight is only emphasized to one Linden Tree.” plays by J. B. Priest-. 


$2.50; financial 
“So You Want to Be a Model!”,/ of the 


newspapers and mags. 
S. J. Perelman’s cliche-clad tour 
world, “Westward Ha!,” 


most of which o y 


riginally appeared 
/in mag form in Holiday, will be. 
— by Simon and Schuster, 
| Aug. 5. 
| feld will accompan 


Drawings by Al Hirsch- 


y. 
Virginia Wright, drama editor of 


the *L. A. Daily News for 11 years, 
|is taking an indefinite sick leave. 
| Lee F. Payne, executive editor. re- 


fused to accept Miss Wright's 


| resignation and declared she would 
continue to be listed as drama 
_ editor for at least six months. 


The effect of PM as a journal- 


tee which had previously sent out | 


Jack Purcell Kilfeather, 34, actor 


and stage technician, died in San 


Francisco, May 29. 

Kilfeather had been stage man- 
2ger for Earl Carrell in Hollywood 
vg to illness. Previously he had 

technical director of “Rail- 
Toads On Parade” at the New York 
World's Fair. As an actor he ap- 


able.” 


in “Grand Hotel” and “Sex, 


telegrams to performers asking | 
‘them to donate services. When TA 
refused te clear the affair, Moe 
Gale, a CCNY grad, was called in. 
Gale subsequently turned over the 
shew to Greshler, whe declared he 
was paying all acts. . 
Greshler —— ae — 
apology from Dunn a sked per- 
missien te speak before the dele- 
‘gates im erder te clear himself, 








who has seen both players in the | 
role. Miss Straight’s performance | 
lis too often static in a play that 
demands superlative performances 
all along the line because of the 
play’s own static quality. Basil | 
Rathbone seems to have acquired 
greater stature as the father, where 
before he was dwarfed by Miss 
The role of the penniless, | 
handsome fortune-hunter (Peter 
Cookson) is still played with few 
of the nuances and shadings one 
would expect from the role. Pa- 
tricia Collinge, of eourse, as the 
spinster aunt, remains a fine char- 
aeter aetress whatever the play, 
and in “The Heiress” she is giving 
one of her better performances. 

Kahn. 





Hiller. 





(istic experiment is considered 
in an article titled “PM Posi-Mor- 
tem,” by Robert Lasch, to appear 
in 
,Monthly. *ermer AP correspond- 
ent Ed Kennedy has written his 
August. ‘account of why he decided to 

“Dry Mock: A Study of Irony in break the German surrender story 
Drama.” by Alan Reynolds Thomp- |—in a piece called “I'll Do It 
son; Univ. 


ley; Harper; $2.50; July 14. 

“She Danced in the Ballet,” 
novel by Berta Ruck; Dodd, Mead: 
$2.75: July 19. 

.. “Living Music of the Americas.” 
by Lazare Saminsky; Howell: $3: 


the July issue of Atlantic ~ 


June 17. 
Shearer's British Mag Pians 
Marva and Lloyd Shearer. who 
write for U. S. fan magazines under | 





of California; $3.75; Again,” slated for the August is- 


sue of the same mag. 





Surry, Me., Trial 
Surry, ., June 8. 
“Rest Upon the Wind,” new 


many pseudonyms, have been in musical by Patience Hartman, will 


London Giscussing with British film , be given a test 
closing Lill of 
fan magazines. Surry theatre, Sept. 6. 


executives the starting up of sev- 
eral American-t i 


Under terms ef the American-Brit-~ 


uction as the 
season at the 


Charles Carey operates the spot. 
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be able to size up the TV “faults” 
made by their opponents and thus 
have a chance to correct unpleas- 
ant, sloppy or ludicrous appear- 


Top Coverage To Date 

There will be more TV cameras 
and crews massed in Philly for the 
conclaves than at any previous 
event. Stations will be on the air 
more hours per day than ever 
before. Besides the eight hours 
daily to be programmed by the 
pool, most stations plan additional 


shows to bring viewers the behind- | 


the-scenes machinations of the | 
political personalities. Tele news- 
reel cameras are also to be massed 
in the Hall to service those stations 
not connected to the east coast 
coaxial cable. TV pool is to com- 
prise six cameras, with most of the 
stations planning to use the pool 
coverage but to superimpose their 
own commentators’ voices. ; 

NBC, in addition, will set up two 
cameras in a special studio at the 
Halt and one at the Hotel Bellevue- 
Stratford. Repub headquarters for 
behind-the-scenes interviews. Web 
plans to utilize Philco’s radio relay 


| 


' 
i 
| 


system between N.Y. and Philly, 


but will control all programming 
from N.Y. Fifty NBC staffers will 
handle the conventions under the 
general supervision of TV opera- 
tions direction Carleton Smith. 
Among the top NBC announcers 
on hand for both radio and TV will 
be Ben Grauer, John Cameron 
Swayzie, Nancy Osgood, John Bat- 
chelder, Bob Stanton, Alex Dreier, 
Richard Harkness, etc. 
CBS’ ‘Walkie-Talkies’ 

CBS plans to use its ace news- 
men for either AM or TV broad- 
casting. They'll carry small but 
powerful specially-built walkie- 
talkie transmitters, enabling them 
to do interviews on the spot any- 
where in the Hall. Web has as- 
signed its top reporters to different 
candidates, with Lowell Thomas 
covering Gov. Thomas E. Dewey; 
Eric Sevareid, on the Harold Stas- 
sen contingent; Joseph C. Harsch, 
on Sen. Robert A. Taft, and Ed- 
ward R. Murrow on Sen. Arthur 
Vandenberg. For dual AM-TV 
coverage, according to news broad- 
casts chief Wells Church, CBS will 
operate in this way: 


“The AM man with his walkie- 
talkie will be right in the thick of 
things. His voice and the crowd 
noises will come over and he used 
on both AM and tele. At the same 
time, the television camera will be 
trained on various parts.of the 
crowd, and at times the telescopic 
lens will be right on the corre- 
spondent, if he happens to get hold 
of an interesting personality and 
wants to put that person on_ the 
air.” CBS, too, will have a special 
interview studio equipped for both 
media. 

WPIX Newsreels 


WPIX, N.Y. Daily News’ TV 
station, will participate in the pool 
coverage and also have three ex- 
clusive daily shows emanating from 
Philly during both conventions. 
Station’s newsreel cameramen will 
film the events, with the film 
rushed to N.Y. for incorporation in 
the station’s daily 10-minute reels. 
Exclusive shows will originate in 
the station’s temporary studio at 
the Bellevue-Stratford. On hand 
will be Ruth Montgomery of the 
News Washington Bureau, who will 
interview femme politicos; Lowell 
Limpus, who'll present a_five- 
minute summary each afternoon; 
Ben Gross, with a daily half-hour 
political commentary, and Jimmy 
Jemail, the News’ inquiring photg. 


DuMont plans to air its own pro- 
grams Sunday preceding the Repub 
meet and also broadcast eight 
special shows daily during the con- 
vention, besides tieing into the 
pool. Drew Pearson will do at least 
one show daily on the DuMont 
web, with other top newsmen in- 
cluding Fulton Lewis, Jr., George 
Dixon, Austine Cassini, Mrs. Ray- 
mond Clapper and Frank C. Wal- 
drop. DuMont too will have a 
special studio for interviews. Web 
will have 30 programming staffers 
present, working under Leslie 
Arries, Jr. James Caddigan will 
handle program coordination. Du- 
Mont has arranged for special cov- 
erage by staffers of Newsweek, 
N.Y. Herald Tribune, Washington 
— and Washington 

‘ost. 


ABC television will be on the 
scene in Philly first, starting its 
special convention coverage June 
, four days before the conclave 








Video to Bring Conventions 
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through with special shows partici- 
pated in by more than 100 news- 
men, commentators and technici- 
ans. On Sunday (13) newscaster 
George Gallup will analyze pros- 
pects of the various candidates to 
get the convention officially under 
way. 
ABC has scheduled one unique 
show to precede the conclaves in 
its “The Delegates Go to Church,” 
scheduled for the morning of June 
20. Throughout the meet, an ABC 
|mobile unit will travel from one 





to the meet. Web has assigned 
eight image orthicon cameras to 
the convention site. 
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American company to get its coin 
out of England under the schedule 
provided in the agreement has 
been met by a rebuff, it is claimed. 
Vociferous squawks in the Brit- 
ish press that the pact is too liberal 
are viewed ruefully and with bit- 
ter amusement by the American 
film men. The agreement, as it 
originally was drawn, was a fair 
one, they say, but the pact on paper 
and the pact in practice are mighty 
different. Aside from the specific 
violations pointed out, film toppers 
are putting their finger on the 
main ~clause in the paragraph 
headed “Principles.” It states: 


“In general, His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment affirm their intention to 
extend all reasonable facilities and 
cooperation with a view to the dis- 
posal of the sterling balances with- 
in the framework of the foregoing 
principles.” 
Press Criticism 


Pressure by the press and criti- 
cism in the House of Commons is 
believed back of the British atti- 
tude of non-cooperation. Slightly 
optimistic stand is taken by some 
silver-lining seekers who feel that 
the British are taking their present 
tough attitude merely to get in a 
better bargaining position. MPAA 
reps Fayette W. Allport and John 
G. McCarthy are now in London 
working out interpretations of the 
agreement with the . Board of 
Trade. It is thought that when 


finalized, there will be an-easing of 
restrictions. 


It is believed also that the Brit- 
ish were frightened into taking a 
hard stance by the influx of Ameri- 
can companies seeking production 
facilities. Metro, 20th-Fox, United 
Artists and other companies each 
sent reps over, as soon as the 
agreement was announced, seeking 
facilities for as many as five pic- 
tures each. Britons feared their 
own industry would be swamped. 
As it has worked out, it is unlikely 
that there will be more than a 
dozen pix made by U. S. companies 
in England during the next year. 

Another factor which has the 
Americans bitter is the extreme 
restrictions on playing time for 
U. S. pix imposed by J. Arthur 
Rank for his two circuits, Odeon 
and Gaumont-British. (See sepa- 
rate story on page 00.) 


Pact Into Effect June 14 


Pact goes into effect next Mon- 
day (14) so actually some of the 
points on which the Americans are 
claiming violations haven’t been 
put to practical test yet. Charges 
result from British reactions in 
the talks now going on by Allport 
and McCarthy in clarifying the 
agreement and on efforts by Amer- 
ican companies to get started in 
}-oduction. 

Some of the specific clauses in 
Schedule A of the agreement on 
which the British appear to be 


hedging are listed by U. S. film 
toppers as follows: 
1. American companies can’t 


borrow from banks against future 


unremittable. dollars. (See sepa- 
rate story on page 00.) 
2. British are not allowing 


American companies to pool fro- 
zen coin for production or other 
purposes. 

_3. Building and other restric- 
tions are preventing “the construc- 
tion or renovaticn of buildings (in- 
cluding studios) and equipment 
therefor,” as provided for in the 
agreement. 

4. Companies are not being al- 
lowed to make prints in England 
for other parts of the sterling area. 





Officially opens. “Web will follow 
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| vantage point to another in Philly, | 
picking up news features relevant | 


| the 


they are finished and the pact | 
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sterling area (outside England) 
cannot be paid with the frozen 
coin. . 

6. British are hedging on the 
clause permitting unremittables to 
be used for “travel, living and 
other expenses of officials, em- 
ployees and location units, and 
transportation expenses within or 
to and from the sterling area to 
the extent that such expenses can 
be paid in sterling.” 

7. Complete balk is being ex- 
perienced on allowing payments in 
sterling to effect adjustments 
jamong U. S. companies arising 
'from the agreement. 
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styles presentation in a $35,000 
theatre he built in his office in 
the heart of the garment district. 
E: has hired Peggy Le Boutillier 
to write a script, Abe Feder to do 
lighting, NBC commentator 
Dick Janow for the spieling, and 
is starting modestly in the music 
department with a pianist to pro- 
vide the tonal background. For 
the initial show in his own thea- 
tre, only models are being used, 
but showbusiness talent is likely 
to come on _ subsequent shows. 
Layout is slated for a three-week 
run, and already has 2,100 reserva- 
tions in this 300-seat house. 


Friedlander previously 
his fashion sows at the Waldorf- 
Astoria for one day. He found that 
with the sales impact of the fash- 
ion shows, he needs only a min- 
imum sales staff. He has only two 
salesmen, considered very small 
for a house of Friedlander’s di- 
mensions. 


Friedlander previously set up a 
film production unit to celluloid 
the fashion exhibits. Two films, 
“Paris in New York” and “Fantasy 
in Fashion,” were filmed in Aca- 
pulco, Mexico, with talent from 
the U. S. “Fantasy,” released last 
year, had a premiere in 200 key 
cities with various department 
stores renting the film at $750 an- 
nually. 


The stores found that they built 
good-will in exhibiting the picture 
to women’s clubs, buyers, and em- 
ployee’s shindigs, and Friedlander 
cashed in, not only in film rentals, 
but in huge sales orders. 

The show in his N. Y. shop will 
be mainly for buyers from all over 
the U. S. and the Latin-American 
countries. 








Soviet Misquotes 
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adding the company was contem- 
plating pulling it from release in 
all foreign countries. 

In refuting the story, 20th sales 
officials declared “Curtain” had 
stirred up plenty of sound and fury 
in the Canadian Daily Worker but 
said biz was very good. Pro-Soviet 
organizations picketed the Ottawa 
house opening day but with no 
adverse effects on the boxoffice. 
No other picketing was reported 
anywhere else in Canada, where 
the film has already played in all 
key cities. 

One 20th spokesman expressed 
the opinion that Tass had probably 
used 20th’s mass booking campaign 
on the picture to back up its story. 
Because the film opened day-and- 
date in almost 300 theatres in the 
U.S. and Canada, it was quick to 
play off. Tass could easily seize 
on the fact that it was almost out 
of first run circulation within two 
weeks to back up its “facts,” he 
said. 

Variety in this issue reports 
that “Curtain” was the No. 2 top 
grosser for May.. 












———————— 


Frisco Stations 
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of these, guns were the weapons; 
in five, knives were chosen, and 
there was one whipping, one ‘taken 
for a ride,’ one set adrift in a row- 
boat, and one in which a ship’s 
boom accidentally fell on the heads 
of two children.” 

Mrs. Fanning also listed other 
assorted crimes which included 
blackmail, arson, housebreaking, 
kidnapping, stealing, hijacking, 
smuggling, safecracking, slugging, 
car_ stealing, assault and battery, 
robbery, holding children as hos- 
ag and smuggling aliens into the 





| graming may be in 10, 20 and 40 


staged | 








with its Milton Berle-emceed va- 
riety hour. It may well show the 
way for a wealth of video talent 
whose chief problem may be that 
it will “be eaten up too fast,” as 
against the pioneer days of radio 
when broadcasting had nothing but 
a lot of time. (It’s to be recalled 
that in the early days of radio 
everything was “the hour’’—the 
Firestone, Atwater Kent, etc. Hour. 
Then it was cut to 30 minutes and 


ithen came the 15-min. segments.) 


| 60, mins. 


In line with the time segments, 
there is much conjecture what 
trends television will take. Pro- 


minute segments, instead of 15-30- 
Theory of that is that 


the eye absorbs so much more 
| than just the auditory senses. How- 








ever, the smartest of showmen ad- 
mit “there are no experts in tele- 
vision” — everybody's groping his 
way in a new art entertainment 
medium which may completely 
revise all showmanship and evalua- 
tions of the past. 

Radio’s stars, with an.eye to the 
“We, the People” premiere last 
Tuesday, and with an awareness of 
the Texaco vaudeo program last 
night, are taking stock of video’s 
values. 


‘Gotta Have a Script’ 


Al Jolson now realizes how radio 
has made everybody mentally stag- 
nant. “I used to sing 40 or 50 
songs in any Winter Garden show, 
knew all the lyrics by heart, and 
you know I changed ’em often, but 
today we’re all so dependent on 
that script that even with ‘April 
Showers’ or ‘Sonny Boy’ I just 
gotta have that lyric in front of 
my eyes.” 

Fred Allen, who established a 
first on the “We, the People” dual 
video-radio program, wonders why 
at-home (or even the in-saloon) 
television audiences won’t accept 
the reading of scripts, “because 
they certainly come back week 
after week for Benny, Hope, Can- 
tor, Burns & Allen, mine and 
others’ shows, and seemingly don’t 
mind if we all work from script.” 


Jack Benny observes that the 
element of imagination, and what 
the audience conjures up in its 
mind over the kilocycles, is an im- 
portant plus, and that the visualiza- 
tion of the actual scene of him go- 
ing to the vault to count his money, 
with all the business of the clang- 
ing chains, etc., could never be 
approximated by actual re-creation 
of that scene. 


Eddie Cantor points to the 
blonde-marcelled wrestler, Gor- 
geous George, on the Coast as one 
of the rarities in video—real show- 
manship. “And that’s what TV 
hasn’t got as yet, but I know for a 
fact that Gorgeous George has in- 
fluenced more Coast sales of tele- 
vision sets than anything else, be- 
cause at least he’s a personality.” 


Radio showmen have their own 
ideas. The radio showmen, of 
course, are also the television im- 
presarios—it’s a natural segue. For 
one thing, the illusion of radio is 
one thing. They question whether 
Amos ’n’ Andy, or The Gold- 
bergs, or any of the comedians, 
showre peering over their glasses, 
reading scripts, is not too tough a 
hurdle. Not to mention the “pro- 
duction” illusion. 


Just in the Nick of- Time 


It does appear that video stands 
a good chance to suddenly take 
hold because of a combination of 
other circumstances. This has to 
do with the Allens, Hopes, Jol- 
sons, Cantors, Burns & Allens, 
Bennys, et al., who are compared 
to a great football team, all of 
them in their senior year. All of 
a sudden they graduate, and the 
building of a terrific new team 


has to start from scratch. That’s | 


radio today. For 15 years the same 
toppers stayed on top, more or 
less. Eventually they must retire 
to the busipess of clipping annuity 
coupons, and it’s figured that just 
around that time TV will have 
enough “circulation” and stability 
to creat: its own stars. 


No question that the paucity of 
sets “is a factor in the minimum 
of television stars. In fact there’s 
a question that any exist today. 
The much publicized Kyle Mac- 
Donnell, the neo-soprano hipped 
rassler on the Coast, or the New 
York wrestiing commentator Den- 


is James are but approaches to |stri 


real potency. Even a comparable 
something to the yesteryear Hap- 
piness Boys, Graham MacNamee, 
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Major J, Andrew White, Vaughn 
de Leath, A&P Gypsies, Singin’ 
Sam, and the like, have yet to 
really come through. ; 

All this is tied into “circula- 
tion,” of course, meaning a much 
greater number of sets and more 
than a regional hookup. That’s 
why NBC’s new television veepee 
Sidney M. Strotz pegs 1953 as the 
momentous year. 

It is generally agreed, however, 
that video will make its own stars. 
This differs from radio. With the 
rare exceptions of a Vallee, Henry 


| Morgan or Dennis Day, which are 
| Strictly 


radio-made talent, com- 
mercial radio culled from vaude- 
ville and burlesque for its top 
Hooperated stars. A glance at the 
roster teday explains that. 


In actuality radio chased these 
radio popularized personalities to 
Hollywood because the films pay- 
rolled them at such fancy figures, 
thanks to the radio buildup for 
cinematic marquee values. 


TV is figured to be otherwise. 
Television is more linked to the 
stage than the screen, and the 
theory that TV will focus in Hol- 
lywood is highly challenged by the 
Radio City bunch in the east, 
which sees the legiters’ influence 
! in TV. Aspirants 
knocking at Hollywood's gates, un- 
able to crash films, may wind up 
more advantageously in Coast TV, 
but that would be principally a 
geographic happenstance. 


Radio meantime points to statis- 
tics that listening habits in May 
topped all radio listening. This, of 
course, only tends to convince the 
radio programmers that what they 
are doing must be right, although 
there is question, even in radio 
circles, whether radio’s program 
potency hasn't been passed.~ It 
seems generally agreed that the 
war years, particularly because of 
the news and news commentators, 
sav. AM listening at its peak. How- 
ever, this latest survey gives May 
the accolade for new peaks. 


That’s OK with radio and 
radio’s sponsors since AM is un- 
derwriting TV’s research. 

Part of that research is pro- 
gramming. The éxploration for 
improved and reduced cost TV 
showmanship is really starting to 
take hold. 








Skating, Bowling 
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amusements less because the high 
cost of living has sliced the residue 
left for play. 

Skating concessionaires have an- 
other problem. The boys who 
thronged the rinks in pre-war days 
dropped off sharply during hostili- 
ties. Their habit was broken and 
many haven’t come back again 
since peace was restored. 
few boys around, naturally enough, 
the lassies also decided to stay 
away in respectable numbers. 
Hence, America On Wheels has de- 
cided on a big publicity program 
to win a new generation to the roll- 
er palaces. 

Show biz students of national 
economy, incidentally, point to the 
terrific rise in both instalment and 
credit buying as telltale factors. 
Instalment purchasing has now 
reached a national figure of $8,000,- 
000,000, more than double what it 
was just before the war. Credit 
buying of all types is at the amaz- 
ing total of $16,000,000,000. 

At one time, the mushrooming 
expansion of both roller rinks and 
bowling alleys was viewed by film 
people as the greatest threat to 
theatre revenues. Apparently, 


that’s over with’ television now fill- 
ing in as the heavy. 





Maestri Look 
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have an all too-clear recollection 
of the manner in which Hollywood 
several years ago bought their 
names for marquee purposes and 
then set about writing them into 
pictures—often in an untrue and 
ridiculous light. 

It’s felt that the harm Hollywood 
did to the name band leader 


knows little about acting) can be 
multiplied by television. To fore- 
stall such a”possibility many mae- 
are constantly drawing and 
revising plans so as to be prepared 





for the day when they’ll be called 
by video. 
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VARIETY 





eas Broadway . 


Dore Schary postponed his N. Y. 
visit until July. 

Melvyn Douglas heads for the 
Coast Friday 1 4 Sipetiiey 

Dr. Leo Michel due to remain in 
Mt. Sinai hospital through this 

eek. 
5 Rose and Joe (U) Seideiman now 
commuting to their Scarsdale 


home. 

Howard Hoyt, play and talent 
agent, in Leroy Sanitarium for ob- 
servation. 

George Bishop, London Daily 
Telegraph drama critic, showshop- 
ping in town. 

Sidney Fleisher, theatrical at- 
torney, due out of Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital this week. 

Richard Midgley signed to play 
several roles at Elitch’s Gardens, 
Denver, this summer. 

Matt Allen, Hollywood showman 
(El Capitan, “Blackouts”), in town 
to see the shows and ball games. 

Agent Charlie Yates’ daughier, 
Harriet, being married to Dr. Jack 
Barsh, at the Dorset hotel June 27. 

Dick Rattazini, with Sardi’s for 
many years, has opened his own 
restaurant, the Cheerio, on East 
50th street. 

Sidney Fleisher, attorney for the 
Authors League of America, home 
from the hospital after chest op- 
eration. 

VarieTY matters taking editor 
Abel Green to London for three- 
weeks: He-sailed today (Wed.) with 
Mrs. Green. 

Fred Schader has interim as- 
signment back with “Look, Ma, I’m 
Dancin’” (Adelphi), taking place 
of the late Sid 

Julius Colby, advertising man- 
ager of Vartery, due out of Brook- 
lyn Hospital end of this week, fol- 
lowing. minor surgery. 

Jean Savage, telephone operator 
in the Irving Berlin office for 24 
years, victim of a mugging last 
week on Riverside drive. 

Max Roth, of the Bernard Burke 
office, exclusively booking the E!- 
liott Murphy Aquashow at the 
Flushing Meadows Amphitheatre. 
' Rolfe Gerard, London scenic de- 
signer in N. Y. from Hollywood, 
planes to England July 4 for work 
on the Edinburgh Opera Festival. 

The Tom McKnights (Marjorie 
Davies, ex-Metro) east during July 
when “Beulah,” the radio script 
show he produces, goes off for the 
summer. 

Herbert Jacoby, who operates 

the Blue Angel and Le Directoire 
with Max Gordon, to gander talent 
in Hollywood and Europe during 
the summer. 
_ Lieut.-Col. Jack F. Daly, admin- 
istrative assistant at_ Radio City 
Music Hall, is away on a two-week 
conference of reserve officers at 
Camp Kilmer, N. J. 

Meredith Willson, radio maestro, 

due east for a few days the end 
of this month, but first trying to 
make the deadline of his autobiog, 
slated for fall publication. 
_ PM film critic Ceeelia Ager is 
in Santa Monica, Cal., for two 
weeks of further tion 
from recent illness. ymour 
Peck continues to sub in her ab- 
sence. 

Edward Lachman, of New 
Jersey Allied, flies today (Wed) to 
Paris for a brief business visit. 
While there, he intends looking 
over the new Roux film color 
process. 

Milt Rosne: in Getham prior to 
heading back to Hollywood fol- 
lowing completion of flack stint 
se former Governor Jimmie 

avis on swi 
halt of v. . through southern 

Show Business Squadron of the 
Air Force Assn. planning to call 
— a —- of- theatrical lumi- 
aries for p.a.s at the forthcoming 
International Air Exposition at 


_Edward F. O'Connor, Loew’s re- 
gional director for the Far East, 
who toured six months through the 
Philippines, China, Siam, Si 
pore, Japan and India, back in 
aa eo British songsmith 

s . ith, 
doing the score for the musical 
version of “My Dear Children,” the 
yesteryear John e star- 
ring vehicle, which Noel Madison 
plans producing in London. 

Eagle Lion Films hosting Lois 
Butler, new EL star, and a party 
of trade press reporters on a sight- 
seeing cruise around Manhattan 
Island teday (9). Thesp is in town 
to bally the preem of “Mickey.” 

Daly’s theatre, former legit stand 
Which has been shuttered for some 
time, will 
concert hall 
Zittel. It will be wired for radio 
and television, and also have a bar 
and restaurant. 

Theatrical unit of the United 
Jewish A will luncheon June 
17 at the Astor. George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart are co- 
previo and the committee in- 

udes § s an 
aa Rose, S. N. Behrm 





Al Horwits, U’s eastern pub- 


licity manager, on the Coast for 
studio huddies and to set final 
plans for the world preem of Wal- 
ter Wanger’s “Tap Roots” in 
Philadeiphia during the Demo- 
cratic National Convention. 

Mrs. Eddie (Mac) Foy, Jr., into 
Harkness Pavillon for an operation. 
Gets out in a few weeks, then she 
and the comedian will belatedly 
celebrate their 15th wedding an- 
niversary in Chicago, where he's 
starring in “High Button Shoes.” 

Bob Gillham’s wife, a regular 
contributor of fiction to Cosmopoli- 
tan and other mags, cracked the 
New Yorker for the first time last 
week with a yarn on her child- 
hood in Greenwich Village. Wife 
of the Selznick pub-ad chief writes 
under name of Elizabeth Enright. 

A conference of reserve officers 
attached to the Office of Selective 
Service Records in the eastern 
states will be attended by Lieut. | 
Col. Jack F. Dailey at Camp Kil- | 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Alan Hewitt in Sun. for gander 
at River House. 

Jackie Cooper in Monday at New 
aoe for “Room Service” rehear- 
sals. 

Eddie Rich, impresario at Clin- 
ton, N. J., Playhouse for second 
| Summer. 
| Bursitis has Theron Bamberger 
_ bedded at Solebury home while 
; Spouse Phyllis Perlman carries on 
| his chores. 
| Phil Bourneuf and Frances Reid 
living 
| Hope, for summer while headlining 
|at strawhatter. 
| Mitchell Hodges has dropped In- 
| former, local periodical, in deal to 
| Charles Meredith, who is continu- 
ing publication from his Quaker- 
town plant. 

Jon Gnagy, NBC television art 
teacher, to N. Y. for guest shot 
Tues. (8) on “We the People.” 





mer. N. J.. for the next two weeks.!Gnagy now operating art school 


Lieut. Col. 
tive assistant at Radio City Music | 


Dailey is administra-| ynder own banner in New Hope. 
| _ Theron Bambergers tossed shin- 


Hall. |dig for cast, visiting scribes and 

Robert Christenberry, managing | stockholders at Logan Inn on Fri. 
director of the Hotel Astor, N. Y., |(4) following opening of 15-week 
is planing to West Indies this week | season with “7 Keys to Baldpate.” 


to ogle site for a luxury hotel 
there. He believes that an increas- 
ing amount of tourists around An- 
tigua, Martinique and other islands 
— make such a venture profit- 
able. 

William A. Scully, Universal’s 
distribution veepee, chaperoning 
John C. Woolf, joint ing di- 
rector of J. Arthur Rank’s Gen- 
eral Film Distributors, on a three- 
city teur of U's exch Duo 
already covered Chicago with Mil- 
waukee and KC remainder of 
itinerary. 

Composer and former radio di- 
rector Ernest Charles has written 
a new ballet, scheduled for pre- 
miere this summer or fall at Radio 
City Music Hall. Meanwhile, he 
and his wife have gone to the 
Coast for a vacation. She recently 
completed her semester at McGill 
Univ. medical school. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Ruth and Herbert Langner back 
from Mexico City. 

Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett leaving 
soon for Honolulu. 

Marisa Regules, Argentine pian- 
ist, summering here. 

June Havoc opening Country 
Playhouse, June 28, for third sea- 
son in a row. 

Will and Gladys Ahearn due in 





soon after extended theatre and. 


nightclub tour. 

Massimo Freccia, conductor of 
New Orleans Symphony, bought a 
farm in Warren. 

Mary Duggett Benson, former 
manager of Civic Repertory Thea- 
tre, a Y., sailing for Europe next 
week. 


Fred Bradna, veteran equestrian |- 
Cir- 


director of Ringling Brothers’ 
cus, celebrated his 78th birthday, 
at Sarasota, Fla., on May 28. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

Hughie Myatt, colored pianist, 
a wow at the Casablanca nitery. 

Currently 91 cinemas here, with 
100 in sight by end of summer. 

Dolores del Rio starting a pic 
here soon for Posa Films, Santiago 
Reachi, prez. 

Everett Hoagland, Texas band- 
man, started his band tour of key 
Mexican cities at Monterey. 

“The Kid from Brooklyn” (RKO), 
titled in Mexico, “Ei Lechero” 
(“The Milkman”™), is current pic 
topper. : : 
Luis Aldas, Argentinian who is 
a Mexican pic favorite, dickering 
for the Club Minuit, recently shut- 
tered nitery. 

Tito Guizar, home after a long 
U. S. sojourn, doing a half-hour 
weekly program at local station 
XEW for Cauhautemoc Brewery. 

Radio station XEX (250,000 
watts) shuttered by a strike. But 
strike against XEME, Piedras Ne- 
gras, opposite Eagle Pass, Tex., 
ended when it was declared illegal. 


Tokyo 


The American Theatre, Far East, 
which launched its career in April 
with “Voice of the Turtle,” will 
do “Private Lives” next. 

Imperial Theatre, Tokyo’s best 
remaining legit house, has been 
beoked by Charlie Mayer of Cen- 
tral Motion Picture Exchange for 
Jap premieres of Hollywood fea- 
ture film imports. 

Japan’s ballet and modern 
dancers, who compete with classi- 
cal “kabuki” and “noh” perform- 
ers, have organized the Japan Ar- 
tistic Dancers Assn. . 

“Glorious Hollywood,” an 18- 
scene musical comedy on life in 
the U. S. film capital in the 1920's, 
o at the Grand Theatre, 
Takarazuka, Japan’s operetta, 








Usual SRO. 

Edgar J. Kennedy converting 
| Contemporary Club, Trenton, into 
| strawhatter with Ed. Everett Hor- 
| ton opening July 5 in “Springtime 
for Henry.” Jack Barry and Dan 
McCullough co-producing with 
Levy. 

Harold J. Kennedy and Herb 
Kenwith operating MeCarter in 
Princeton as strawhat house for 
second season opened Mon. (7) with 
Kay Francis in “Last of Mrs. 
Cheney.” Caesar Romero next 
week in “Strictly Dishonorable.” 

Moss Hart selected as honorary 
chairman of 8th annual New Hope 
Street Fair, opening four-day stand 
| July 1 for Recreation Center bene- 
fit. Oscar Hammerstein and Paul 
Whiteman judging amateur song 
writing contest conducted by Don 
Walker at Fair. 

Bob Garland, Bob Sensenderfer, 
John Y. Kohl, Blair Johannesen, 
John Henry Mears, Francis X. Hope 
(former Cohan manager), Ezra and 
Sara Stone, Ben Gimbel, Paul 
Whiteman, Patricia Calvert, Eric 
Dressler, Shirley Booth, John Rost, 
Maggie Mullen, Mary Mason in for 
‘unveiling of Playhouse Fri. (4). 


By Hal Cohen 

Josie Levine, who formerly ran 
Circus Bar in East Liberty, took 
over Club 636 downtown. 

Michael Sivy, Tech drama grad, 
‘returning to Woodstock, N. Y., for 
| another season of summer stock. 

Alice Bowser, daughter of Les 
Bowser, veteran Harris theatre 
manager engaged to Robert Mut- 
aig: : 

rge Jaffe -back to health 

—g- i and 











again after serious 
watching every day at 
Forbes Field 





Louis Armstrong and his band 
are at Ciro’s for a week. 

Chateau Crillon Rhumba Room 
shuttered for the season June 5. 

Kyle Crichton in town to do an 
article for Colliers on Connie 
Mack. 


Baritone Eddie signed 


Roecker I 
for St. Louis Muny Opera’s radio 


series. 
Louis Armstrong and his unit 
proke nouse record for Ciro’s in 
week. 


way’s, leaves this week for Len- 
don to join Duke Ellington's Pal- 
ladium show. 

Virginia Davis, Bandsman Meyer 
Davis’ daughter, will sing the 
tional anthem at opening of 
Republican Convention here 
month 


Frank Palumbo, one of town’s 





dancing and musicomedy capital. 


leading restaurateurs, is giving up 


at Sycamore Farms, New/i 





. 


choreography. 


jobs 
Chubby Appleton. 


to Germany and play “Phedre” 
there due to a motor accident. 

Yul Brynner over from London 
with Irina Baronova and offered a 
solo act in Paris niteries with his 
guitar. 

Claude Farrell, completing 
“White Nights’ for Harrispurru 
productions, being stalked by other 
Paris producers. 

Another “Romeo and Juliet” to 
be filmed by Jacques Prevert in 
Italy. Anouk, youthful find of 
Betty Stern, will do Juliet. 

Mrs. Tristan Bernard, widow of 
the playwright, giving a dinner for 
Charles Campbell to fete his pro- 
motion in the Legion of Honor. 

Jack Kirkland, following a Rivi- 
era tour, back in Paris to meet 
daughter, Pat, and touring. Brittany 
before sailing home from Le Havre 
June 9. 

“Branguignol,” very local, un- 
usual show produced at La Bruyere 
with daughters of Andre Luguet 
and Tino Rossi in cast, packing 
them in the 200-seater. 

Maurice Cloche trying to ar- 
range financing of a picture based 
on the life of Laennec, last century 
medico, and Monogram refusing to 
sign on account of a “bonae: fin” 
clause in the pact, meaning guar- 
antee that the pic will be com- 


pleted. 
London 


Yale Music Corp. 





h 
.bought out by Edward Kassner, 


prexy of the Edward Kassner Mu- 
sic Co. 

Filippo del Giudice threw 
party celebrating the Fredric 
Marches’ 21st wedding anniversary, 
May 30. 

Claude Rains homeward bound 
on conclusion of his filming in 
H. G. Wells’ “The Passionate 
Friends.” 

“Yhe Best Years of Our Lives” 
making a return visit to the Odeon, 
Marble Arch, three months after it 


same house. 
Provincial repertory season op- 
at the St. James’ with 


a. Players’ presentation of 
“The Cherry Orchard,” 


i 
: 





quite 
tit 
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Chaz Chase discussing European 
for American talent with 


Marguerite Jamaois unable to go 


terminated a year’s run at the b 


Ties Tenses” is shot —— him. 
ckey Reoney signed for stage 
oe - British Colombia, opening 

ug. 2. 

Marta Toren to Chicago as guest 
of honor at Swedish Centennial 
celebration. 

Soi Cornberg ieft for Guam to 
organize entertainment for Army 
in Mariannas. 

E. J. Mannix checked out of hos- 
pital and sailed for Honolulu on 
month's vacation. 

Ann Blyth christened the new 
Sikorsky flying boat “The Mer- 


and the Mermaid.” 

Pi eps Pag Monte 

ean _ Yr, aria 

Jean® Pierre 

forum held by Hollyweod Foreign 
Correspondents Assn. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





biz in New Zealand. 
“Annie Get Your Gun” sock in 
Adelaide for J. C. Williamsen. 
Benno Moiseiwitseh here for 


May 28. He'll represent Hoyts 


there. 

Mick Pery, Columbia's Aussie 
chief, due for a Far East look- 
around. 

Joe Joel, formerly Columbia’s 
Aussie ad chief, will plane to the 
states June 10. bs Gea: F 
“Under the Counter.” with 
Cicely Courtneidge, looks set for 
strong biz in Melbourne. . 
Harry Walker, general 
manager of 20th-Fox, has 


bees 


made a director of the Aussie 
a {| branch. 


Universal is running a revival of 
“All Quiet om the Western Front” 
in the Melbourne nabes. Pic is 
doing well. ; 


other Dawn,” produced .by 
die McCreadie Bros., has 
signed by Hoyts for release. — 








censors, and now in third. wee 





deluxer Politeama. as 
Pep 


maid,” as a plug for “Mr. Peabody one eee 


Aumont spoke at a) 


Ballet Rambert is pulling: big 


concerts under J. & N. ——?— = 
Joe Fearon sailed to 


Aussie-made pic,, “Always. is 
in- » 
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